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THE KASHRUT TRIAL 

A REVELATION OF OUR SPIRITUAL 
NAKEDNESS 

FOR many weeks past there has 
been taking place before one of 
the judges in the Supreme Court 
of this city a trial that does little good 
to the name of the Jewish community. 
Fortunately for us, the English press 
has ignored this sad event and spared 
us the shame of having this spectacle 
brought to the attention of our non- 
Jewish neighbors. The Yiddish press 
has been giving detailed reports of the 
proceedings, not sparing the tragic 
comic phases of what is transpiring. 

It is not our purpose to enter into 
the details of the specific case which 
the Christian judge is called upon to 
decide. It does seem to us, however, 
a tragic commentary on Jewish life 
that the Jewish community accepts this 
occurence so indifferently — many of 
them even with a smile of amusement. 
A Christian judge in a civil court is 
called upon to decide whether a group 
of Rabbis, banded together as a I'aad 
Hakashrut, have a right to safeguard 
kashrut in a certain fashion, or whether 
as another group of Rabbis maintain, 
it is a matter for each individual rabbi 
to decide. 

The inherent weakness in the whole 
koshrut situation is that it has become 
a matter of interest to Rabbis alone, 
and no longer the interest of baale 
batim, or laymen. If our baalc batim 
were really interested in kashrut such 
spectacles would never be seen. The 
dealers in kosher food would reckon 
with an aroused community conscience. 
Hut we have no Community. We have 
Jews, a conglomeration of Jews, but 
not an organized Jewish community. 
And as long as we shall remain unor- 
ganized as a community, with no com- 
munity tasks and programs and respon- 
sibility, so long will the kashrut prob- 
lem, and many other problems, be un- 
solved, and such tragic events as the 
one now in the Supreme Court will 
come to plague our hearts. 

This trial reveals the spiritual na- 
kedness of the Jewish community. It 
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is high time that Jewish laymen shall 
rise in revolt and do a real man's job 
in correcting something that represents 
one of the most disorganized phases in 
Jewish life ! 



HENRIETTA SZOLD-SEVEN- 
TY-FIVE YEARS OLD 

BUT YOUNG IN FERVOR, ZEAL AND 
DEVOTION 

IT was a remarkable tribute that 
the Jewish women of America paid 
on Sabbath Hanukkah to Henrietta 
Szold, the founder of Hadassah, on 
her seventy-fifth birthday. No other 
woman in Jewish life for many cen- 
turies has been so acclaimed and so 
lovingly showered with praise. It was 
a tribute that came spontaneously from 
every Jewish heart. The Sabbath 
morning service in our own Center 
which was dedicated to her, the joyous 
Oncg Shabbat held that afternoon in 
our Center, in which hundreds of the 
women participated, gave inspiring 
evidence of the love that Jews every- 
where feel for this noble soul and of 
the reverence with which they think 
of her life and work. 

It is not only because she founded a 
great women's movement that she en - 
joys this fame, it is because she rep- 
resents to us the ideal of Jewish wo- 
manhood. Learned in her people's lit- 
erature, she has enriched the culture 
of her people. Lover of her people she 
gave of herself wholeheartedly to the 
service of her people. Endowed with 
a passion for righteousness she stands 
like a prophetess in our midst pointing 
the way to the prophetic ideals of 
righteousness and justice in our life as 
a people. And like Deborah, the pro- 
phetess, she, too, stands in the fore- 
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front of Israel's battles for his exis- 
tence. Now at 75 she has undertaken 
the stupendous task of saving the Jew- 
ish children in Germany by transport- 
ing them to Eretz Visrael, a task big 
enough for one half her age. But Hen- 
rietta Szold, though 75, is young, — 
young in fervor and enthusiasm ; young 
in zeal and devotion ; young in spirit 
and idealism ! 

We hail this noble Jewess and pray 
to our Heavenly Father, that He grant 
her life and health to continue to be a 
blessing unto Israel — Ad Mcali l"cs- 
rim Sliannah! 



ANOTHER YEAR OF SUC- 
CESSFUL ENDEAVOR 
COMES TO A CLOSE 

WHEN the members of our 
Center gather together on the 
evening of the 16th of this 
month, at the annual meeting of our 
institution, they will hear a record of 
activities of which all of them will 
justly feel proud. Despite the fact 
that the Center is now entering the 
17th year of its existence, it has not 
only maintained the activities of pre- 
vious years with increased success, but 
is ever on the alert to start new en- 
deavors that may help to draw our 
people closer to our people's ideals. 
We are indeed proud of the fact that 
the same spirit of enthusiasm and zeal 
is evident in our Center today as it 
was in the early years of its existence. 

Much of the credit is due to the 
officers who give themselves so un- 
selfishly to the interests of the Cen- 
ter. They set a beautiful ideal of ser- 
vice for the membership to emulate, 
and many of the members are inspired 
by them to give their loyal and whole- 
hearted support. 

When the reports shall have been 
read, may we once again pledge our- 
selves to renewed efforts not only to 
have the coming year equal the year 
that has passed, but to make it the 
banner year in the history of our in- 
stitution. 

—I. H. L. 
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A YEMENITE 
CHANTEUSE 

A FEW weeks ago a young wo- 
man bearing the rather un- 
wieldy name of Sarah Osnath- 
Halevy appeared in Town Hall. She 
was a' singer of character songs, and 
she was a daughter of the Yemenite 
tribe in Palestine. 

Was she a naive native come to the 
world to reveal the songs of her fa- 
thers? . 

Xot at all. Yemenite Miss Osnath- 
Halevy might be, but there was no- 
thing naive about her. The Town Hall 
auditors saw a beautiful woman with 
a highly sophisticated air who looked 
as though she would be more at home 
at a studio £ratherin° of celebrities. 




Sarah Osnath-Halcvy 

Then Miss Osnath-Halevy sang, and 
she was again the Yemenite, and also 
the Palestinian settler, and the Arab 
who does not like the Palestinian set- 
tler, and the Persian girl lamenting the 
death of her sire, and the bedouin 
sweeping the desert with his keen eyes 
and the Moorish girl intoxicated with 
the fragrance of her garden in the 
moonlight. 

Among the hundreds of concert ar- 
tists who appear every season in New 
York it is not often that one comes 
across a genuine talent. Miss Osnath- 

(Continucd on Page 22) 



ROTHSCHILD MEMORIAL DAY 
IN PALESTINE 

Correspondence to the "Review" 
By MORDECAI HALEVI 



THIS last 20th of November (24 
of Cheshvan) 1935, marked a year 
since the "Father of the Yishuv", 
the great builder of Eretz Israel, Baron 
Edmond deRothshild, passed from the 
land of the living. It is but natural 
that Palestine should remember this 
day in a significant manner. Services 
and special meetings, at which homage 
was paid to the memory of the baron, 
were held in every city and village, all 
evidencing the deep gratitude felt by 
the Yishuv to that great man who so 
wonderfully tied his life with the ren- 
ascence of his people. 

Zichron Yaakob, the beautiful col- 
ony on the hills of Samaria which 
bears the name of the Baron's father, 
and was among the very first benefici- 
aries of the Nadiv's bounty, arranged 
a unique, centralized gathering on that 
day. The adults met in the afternoon, 
while the morning was devoted to a 
children's kimiss (gathering), partici- 
pated in by the schools of all Samari- 
tan colonies. Zichron, Givath Ada, 
Benjamina and Pardess Hana, all bear 
names of members of the Baron's 
family, since they are all situated on 
his land, the land of Pica, in Central 
Palestine. (Besides these there are 
the Judean and Gallilean colonies, 
which were directly founded or helped 
by the baron, among them Rishon Le 
Zion. Petach Tikva and Ezron in the 
South and Rosh Pina. Yeosod Hamaala 
in the North.) The other Samaritan 
colonies, such as Hadera, Karkus, 
Shfeya and Atlit, certainly could not 
have reached their state of prosper- 
ity without his protection. Hence the 
crowds of children, teachers and adults, 
who filled the solemn, black-draped 
streets of Zichron on the memorial 
day. 

The morning meeting took place in 
the spacious synagogue built by Roth- 
schild, in memory of his parents some 
fifty years ago. It was both opened 
and closed by the singing of the ser- 
vice by an old friend. Cantor Ouartin. 
Appropriate recitations were delivered 
by two school children, and short 
speeches were made by two school 
principals, one of whom said : "There 
is no doubt that eventually this day 



will be fixed in the Jewish calendar, 
like Herzl Day, as a day to reverence 
the name of the Baron." 

The meeting of the adults was also 
graced by the contribution of Mr. 
Ouartin, but was otherwise given over 
to a rather long list of speakers, rep- 
resenting the various bodies in Pales- 
tine, such as Pica, the Jewish Agency, 
Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth, 
World Mizrachi, the Chief Rabbinate, 
the Histadruth (Labor), the Farmers, 
the National Council, etc. 

Mr. S. Levy, for Pica, spoke of the 
Baron as a great dreamer. His rela- 
tives tried to keep him from his Pales- 
tinian venture, as they termed it, be- 
cause it did not seem real to them. He, 
however, even when he found many of 
his plans unrealized, refused to "awa- 
ken," and kept on dreaming the. dream 
of his people's rebirth. "We are ga- 
thered here to a memorial meeting, to 
recall things and memorize them, but 
we have forgotten nothing as yet, nor 
can we ever forget anything. Here and 
there, everywhere, we are surrounded 
by the living witnesses of redeemed 
marshes and blooming colonies- . . ." 

Mr. Almaliach. of the National 
Council, told of the love of Rothschild 
for the Hebrew language. ^ "hen upon 
the occasion of one of his visits a prin- 
cipal of a school offered a greeting and 
a recitation of Victor Hugo, both in 
French, the Baron replied: "If I cared 
for French, I could surely find it in 
abundance and probably better render- 
ed in Paris. Here I expect Jewish 
children to learn Hebrew". 

One after another came up the mes- 
sengers of the house of Israel to pay 
tribute to the memory of the patriot, 
each in turn trying to add some lines 
to the picture of the Baron. The most 
interesting speech of all was delivered 
by the famous writer M. Smilansky, 
president of the Farmers Organization, 
who knew the Baron personally, and 
has been closely connected with coloni- 
zation work in Palestine. 

He analvzed the nature of the Baron. 
Was he philanthropist, national lead- 
er or the man of spirit and vision? 
(Continued on Page 21) 
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MOSES MENDELSSOHN DIED 150 

YEARS AGO 



By ISIDORE S.MEYER 



OX December 31, 1785 Moses 
Mendelssohn sent to his pub- 
lisher his last literary work, 
"lo the Friends of Lessing". It was 
an earnest endeavor to defend his late 
life-long non-Jewish friend. Gotthold 
Ephraim Lessing against the charges 
of being a scoffer of religion and a hy- 
pocrite. In 1749, five years before he 
had met Mendelssohn in Berlin, Les- 
sing, the eighteenth century German 
philosopher of the Enlightenment, lit- 
erary critic and playwright had written 
a one-act play entitled "The Jews". In 
it, he had stated: "When a Jew de- 
frauds, then perhaps seven times out 
of nine the Christian has compelled 
him to do so. ... If faith and integrity 
is to reign between both of these peo- 
ples, both must contribute equally 
thereto." And when Lessing, in 1779, 
wrote that masterful plea for religious 
toleration, his dramatic poem. "Nathan 
the Wise", it was Mendelssohn the 
ideal, benign, sagacious and tolerant 
Jew whom he symbolized. It is by 
this play that Jews remember Lessing. 

Four days after this noble defense 
of the memory of Lessing had been 
penned, on January 4, 1786, Mendels- 
sohn passed away. We. born in the 
West, reared in Jewish and in Euro- 
pean or western culture pause solemn- 
ly and sadly today to remember the 
sesquicentennial jahrzeit of one of the 
eighteenth century initiators of that 
movement in Jewish history (though 
not the first) towards Jewish civic 
emancipation. It is an occasion not 
merelv of historical reminiscences of 
the life, activity and character of Men- 
delssohn. Concomitantly and simul- 
taneously with this event, we are will- 
ingly or unwillingly forced to ponder, 
to consider seriously, to reflect over 
our present-day civic status throughout 
the Diaspora. 

On December 31, 1935. a century 
; nd a half later, the last of the Jewish 
civil and public servants, no matter 
what their records as citizens and as 
war veterans may have been, were 
forced into retirement in Germany. The 
Xurenberg laws of September, 1935 
became effective and henceforth are to 
be applied rigidly in that land where 
? roses Mendelssohn was born. And 
on January 4, 1936, Alfred Rosenberg, 
twentieth century spokesman of mod- 



ern intolerance, in his comments upon 
the devastatingly truthful report 'of 
James Macdonald, Commissioner for 
German Refugees, (Jewish and others) 
to the League of Nations merely adds 
that the trouble was that the racial laws 
had not been passed a hundred years 
ago. Mendelssohn's efforts, the irony 
of history would have it — insofar as 
German Jewry is concerned — have 
foundered on the shoals of legalized 
bigotry and have been wrecked upon 
the crags of decrees of intolerance en- 
throned. Those who misinterpreted 
and ostensibly although wrongly fol- 
lowed Mendelssohn's teachings since 
his time; — those who charted their 
course through the high seas of Ger- 
man culture and civic emancipation 
with the aid of those inexact and un- 
balanced instruments of navigation, 
Jewish self-obliteration, complete as- 
similation, intermarriage — witness his 
own descendants, — have been spurlos 
vcncnkt. Tragically they have gone 
down in the maelstrom of mental and 
physical anguish, in the storms of for- 
ced exile, and confiscation of every- 
thing that thev had built up. Leopold 
Zunz. father of Jewish Wissenschaft. 
retrospectively considered. — misjudged 
events when, in Berlin on the hun- 
dredth anniversary of the birth of Men- 
delssohn, he praised the blessings that 
Mendelssohn had brought upon Ger- 
man Jewry. "Today begins the second 
century" of those glorious blessings; — 
1936 marks their finish. It was a pious 
but unfulfilled hope that he expressed 
when he concluded his eulogy with the 
German stanza : — 

"And you. oh! Germania. who bore 
him 

Be proud that you the Sage's Mother 
were. 

You will forever honor him. for you 
Honor yourself through your own 
sons ! !" 

Emancipation and humanitarianism 
in Germany is as dead as a door- 
nail, and Germany not only does not 
honor one of its progenitors of reli- 
gious freedom, she disgraces herself by 
debasing her sons. As for the rest of 
us. — we. who are in part the direct 
heirs of this Mendelssohnian heritage, 
— the problem still remains. That 



sweet reasonableness of emancipation 
and of religious toleration which the 
eighteenth century humanitarians ideal- 
ized has never been fully realized by 
mankind, even to this very day. And 
where it has been achieved partly — yet 
never completely — at what cost and 
with what havoc to our own inner Jew- 
ish life, Jewish soul and well-being! — 
at what sacrifices ! ! Sometimes even 
with the surrender of one's self-re- 
spect ! W hat has emancipation: given 
us? What has it taken away? What 
of the future ? Those problems still 
remain. 

THE eighteenth century period of 
enlightenment, theism and rational- 
ism in a sense was a turning point in 
the change of attitude of the non-Jew- 
ish liberal world towards the Jew. In 
1747, Christian Fiirchtegott Gellert 
(1715-1769), a pioneer in continental 
humanitarianism, broke the medieval 
tradition in Germany. Into his novel, 
"The Life of the Swedish Countess 
Gxxx," he introduced some benevo- 
lent Jews. Even a German Christian 
could depict a Polish Jew in favorable 
colors of a righteous man. This in- 
fluence of continental humanitarianism 
seeped through to England via Ger- 
many and France so that Richard Cum- 
berland, for instance, almost a half a 
century later in 1794, wrote his play 
"The Jew" in which the hero, Sheva. 
is pictured as an upright and honest 
man. Says Cumberland in Act one, 
Scene One : 

"If your play writers want a butt, or 
a buffoon, or a knave to make sport of, 
out comes a Jew to be baited and buf- 
feted through five long acts for the 
amusement of all good Christians." 

Now in this transformation of Euro- 
pean public opinion. Moses Mendels- 
sohn directly or indirectly contributed 
his share. All the contemporary Euro- 
pean thinkers and public men who 
fought the cause of human liberties, 
Mirabeau and Abbe Gregoire, cham- 
pions of the rights of man in France, 
Lessing. Dohm and Abt in Germany, 
— saw in Mendelssohn's life and char- 
acter, teachings and writings a justifi- 
(Continued on next Page) 
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cation for furthering those ideas and 
ideals. And in a certain sense they 
were over a century in advance of their 
contemporaries. 

In 1786 Count de Miraheau visited 
Berlin on a secret diplomatic mission 
in hehalf of France and apparently at 
the salon of Henriette Herz learned 
much about the views and opinions of 
the Jewish philosopher. In 1787, Mir- 
aheau published, in French, his essay, 
"Concerning Moses Alendelssohn ; Con- 
cerning the Political Reform of the 
Jews, and in particular concerning the 
Revolution attempted in their behalf in 
1753 in Great Britain". Mendelssohn, 
a man thrown by nature into the midst 
of a reviled people, born without for- 
tune, with a feeble and infirm consti- 
tution, with timidity and excessive 
gentleness, enchained to a mechanical 
occupation — (he had been the book- 
keeper of the Berlin Jewish silk-man- 
ufacturer Isaac Bernhard during the 
day and at night a student and phil- 
osopher) — had risen to the rank of one 
of the greatest writers of his century 
that Germany had ever seen. He was 
one of the first, if not the first, who 
gave a language not his own, clarity, 
harmony, grace and energy. "Germans 
have bestowed upon him the title of 
modern Plato," continued Mirabeau. 
But more remarkable still, by his vir- 
tues, lie influenced his people and to 
a certain extent the country where 
destiny placed him through his pro- 
pensity for profound reasoning and by 
a conduct so pure that bigotry and 
calumny have not dimmed it. With 
Mendelssohn as an example, Mirabeau 
wished to alter those prejudices and 
the iniquitous abuse of social force 
against the Jews which proclaimed that 
the Jew could never be morally esti- 
mable nor politically useful. In the 
conclusion of his remarks on Mendels- 
sohn, Mirabeau exclaimed that the 
apostles of tolerance themselves for- 
got too much of their duties and prin- 
ciples where the cause of the Jews 
was involved. 

BORN at Dessau, September 6, 1729, 
son of a Torah-scribe and elemen- 
tary Hebrew school teacher, educated 
in Talmud by Rabbi David Hirschel 
Frankel of Dessau, who later became 
Berlin's chief rabbi, — Mendelssohn as 
a young lad of fourteen found his way 
to Berlin. There, he developed into a 
self-educated man. Israel Moses of 
Zamosz taught him his Hebrew trans- 
lation of Euclid ; Doctor Abraham 



Kisch, the Latin, which enabled him 
to read John Locke's "Essay on Hu- 
man Understanding" in Latin. In 
1748 he met Doctor Salomon Gum- 
partz, a physician who taught him 
mathematics and modern languages 
and through Gumpertz in 1754, Men- 
delssohn's life-long friendship with 
Lessing began. The following year, 
upon his friend's encouragement, Men- 
delssohn began his German literary ac- 
tivities. Through his writings, he in- 
fluenced German thought and letters 
and the Jewish cultural world, in his 
day and thereafter. In 1929, in con- 
nection with the 200th anniversary of 
his birth, the learned German-Jewish 
societies began the publication of a six- 
teen volume Jubilee edition of Mendels- 
sohn's collected writings in German, 
Hebrew and Judeo-German. 

THESE writings, it was planned, 
were to cover his contributions to 
philosophy and aesthetics, to contem- 
porary literature, his translations, his 
miscellaneous writings, such as poems, 
conversations, family-album entrees, 
et cetera, his writings that pertained to 
Judaism, his translations of biblical 
books, his correspondence and his He- 
brew writings. The mere cataloguing 
of his contributions would show how 
wide and varied were his interests. In 
the preface of the first volume of this 
edition we are told that the world of 
German learning celebrates on Septem- 
ber 6, 1929, the philosopher who by 
his work and by his personality em- 
bodied the noblest forces of the Ger- 
man Aiifklaening , and prepared the 
idea of humanity for the German clas- 
sical period. Judaism in all lands 
honors him as the leader who led it on 
the road of modern world-culture with 
which a new period of Jewish culture 
begins. In a memorial address, two 
days later, Doctor Leo Baeck pointed 
out that in the Germany of the 1 8th 
century the forces of Enlightenment 
and Pietism were at work. In Mendels- 
sohn, who lived during this period, 
there were joined together philosophy 
and piety. He was a philosopher and 
a 'Jew. In Mendelssohn, the men who 
battled for the human and legal equal- 
ity of the Jews could find a 1 starting 
point in their efforts to overcome such 
prejudicial arguments that Michaelis, 
the Goettingen professor, had advanced 
against the Jews. To him a noble Jew 
was a poetic impossibility. Mirabeau 
had seen fit to refute these arguments 
of Michaelis that Jews were a detes- 
table and perverse race. Mendelssohn's 
life was a refutation of all that. "Give 



the Jews a country and they will love 
it." And in arguing for the political 
emancipation of the Jews, Mirabeau 
pointed out that whenever a physical 
misfortune befell a people, an epidemic, 
a famine, or when the issue of a war 
turned out to be tragic, the Jew be- 
came the sole cause for all these mis- 
fortunes. The Nazi over-simplifica- 
tion of the case is not new. The 
Frenchman Mirabeau rejected that 
theory sometime ago. 
(To be concluded in the next issue) 



LABOR and the PALESTINE 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

ZIONIST Labor has no reason to 
change its policy toward the estab- 
lishment of a Legislative Council. The 
slogan of self-government, advocated 
by the British officialdom, does not 
blind Labor to the realities of the sit- 
uation in Palestine. The Jewish work- 
er understands the merits of democ- 
racy as well as his English guardians, 
but he is mature enough to distinguish 
between dynamic democratic institu- 
tions leading to the liberation of the 
masses and quasi-parliaments apt to be 
utilized for the legalization of an "in- 
visible government." Under present 
circumstances a Legislative Council 
will either have no substance at all, or 
it may turn into an instrument of po- 
litical oppression and economic exploi- 
tation in the hands of an Arab oligar- 
chic group. The masses of the Arab 
population are still politically inarticu- 
late, political life is in its infancy; and 
the existing Arab parties are dynasties 
and family cliques rather than political 
organizations in the western sense of 
the word. The gulf between the Rag- 
heb-Bey-Nashashibi-group, the Hus- 
seini Club and the spokesmen of the 
Grand Mufti's "party", on the one 
hand, and the Jewish Labor organiza- 
tions, on the other, is unbridgeable. 
There can be no parliamentary coop- 
eration between representatives of col- 
lectivized agriculture or unionized in- 
dustrial Labor, and the dozen Arab 
families, representing feudal land own- 
ership, which are designated by the 
government to constitute the majority 
on the Council. So long as there is no 
Arab peasant party and no organized 
political organization of Arab workers, 
there is no room in Palestine for par- 
liamentary legislation, and Jewish La- 
bor has no Arab partner to cooperate 
with. 

■ — fiayini (ireenbenj 
in "Frontier" 
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WHAT THE GERMAN "NON-ARYAN" LAWS 

REALLY MEAN 



THE "Ghetto legislation" passed by 
the Nuremberg Reichstag sixf 
weeks ago has clone nothing, so 
far, towards establishing that "toler- 
able relationship" between the German 
and Jewish peoples which Herr Hitler 
declared to be its aim. On the con- 
trary, the relationship between the "Ar- 
yan" Germans, whq are becoming 
steadily more intensely race-conscious 
under the National-Socialist spur, and 
the Jewish community of about 500,000 
souls is growing daily worse, and the 
plight of the Jews an undeniable scan- 
dal. Perhaps the most pertinent com- 
ment, which can be heard expressed 
with understandable bitterness and dis- 
gust in circles by no means fully "non- 
Aryan," is that the new laws are ma- 
king Nazi Germany more _ than ever 
into a paradise for blackmailers. 

The grandiose stagecraft and veri- 
tably religious ecstasy which dominate 
the annual Nuremberg Party Rally al- 
ways render a sober assessment of its 
achievements out of question until some 
time has elapsed and perspective has 
been restored. This year, moreover, as 
predicted in August, the distraction of 
world opinion by the Mediterranean 
tangle has played into the hands of the 
Nazi extremists and prolonged the usu- 
al struggle behind the scenes, the out- 
come of which alone will show whether 
the fanatics or the more enlightened 
groups gained fundamentally at Nur- 
emberg. It is still only possible to 
make an interim report. But in the 
meantime irreparable injustice and 
harm are unquestionably being done. 

The utmost confusion, together with 
hardship and bitter tension, has pre- 
vailed since Nuremberg, for the new 
anti-Jewish laws, as drafted, barely 
touch the basic problems, and the regu- 
lations applying them have still not ap- 
peared owing to the tug-of-war in high 
places. Nobody can yet say to what 
extent, if any. they will check the pi- 
oneer process by which individual fa- 
natics and — still worse — subordinate 
authorities, with subtle guidance from 
higher quarters, endeavour to blaze the 
trail. The law still lags far behind 
realities, and every day that passes en- 
ables its amateur interpreters to win 
fresh ground; from which it will not 
be easy to dislodge them. No regula- 
tions are likely to bring dismissed Jews 
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hack to their posts, and none can bring 
suicides back to life. 

The "new laws," without extensive 
exposition, are not new. In so far as 
they are not merely codifications of 
what had become universal practice, 
they had long been predicted and ex- 
pected. They merely make the Jew 
legally, as well as practically, a second- 
class citizen, and prohibit, on pain of 
penal servitude, marriages between 
"Aryans" and Jews, which registry 
offices had already been refusing to 
solemnize, and extra-marital relations, 
which had long been punished with the 
pillory or the concentration camp. The 
provision — "for the protection of Ger- 
man blood and German honour" — that 
German maidservants under 45 may 
not be employed in Jewish households 
may have been intended, as the ribald 
laughter which greeted it in the Reichs- 
tag indicated, to be an insult to sen- 
sitive Jews, though the average intel- 
ligent Jew appears to look upon it 
scornfully rather as a lamentable dis- 
play of bad taste before the whole 
world by its authors and supporters. 

The only practical result would seem, 
at first sight, to be to throw out of 
work thousands of "Aryan" girls and 
women, many of whom have served 
happily for years, under conditions 
equal or superior to those in "Aryan" 
homes, in households to which they had 
become deeply attached and from 
which they part reluctantly to enter a 
struggle for existence in which their 
records, through no fault of their own, 
will be a handicap. But the Nuremberg 
laws, in the absence of interpretative 
regulations, are being used to justify 
every sort of indignity and persecution, 
not only by individuals, but by estab- 
lished authorities. The intimidation 
system of the Nazi revolution, with its 
indefinite "protective" or "preventive" 
custody, its concentration camps, its 
pillorying, and other social and eco- 
nomic pressure, led from the first to 
the rapid growth of the loathsome 
practice of denunciation, which has not 
yet been stamped out despite many pi- 
ous declarations by public authorities. 
The opportunities offered by the new 
laws are unlimited, as any lawyer can 
bear witness who has tried to look after 



the interests of "non-Aryans" or po- 
litical suspects- Any individual can re- 
port his Jewish enemy or competitor as 
having been seen in the company of an 
"Aryan" woman, or trump up alleged 
business obligations from the past. 

BUT the systematic action of public 
authorities is becoming even more 
devastating than "individual actions." 
The laws are being interpreted as 
meaning that a Jew, as a second-grade 
citizen, is not fit to exercise any occu- 
pation within the German national 
community and that an "Aryan" hav- 
ing any, even business, relations with 
a Jew is betraying his race and there- 
fore liable to punishment in one form 
or another. This interpretation is 
leading to a gross breach of faith to- 
wards Jews who fought in the War 
and were promised, and granted in 
earlier Nazi legislation, special exemp- 
tion from disability under the "Aryan 
clause." The names of 12,000 of their 
fellow Jews who gave their lives for 
Germany in the War are on the official 
records. Survivors with the most dis- 
tinguished War records and decorations 
and the most valuable post-War service 
have been removed from the public ser- 
vice — or, technically, suspended or 
placed on the indefinite "leave" list — 
in some cases, like that of notaries and 
judges, with 24 hours' notice. 

The assurances of 1933, rightly sus- 
pected by their foreign recipients, that 
National-Socialism desired only to re- 
duce the high percentage of Jewish in- 
fluence on German public life and made 
a distinction between old-established 
Jewish families and Eastern immi- 
have proved delusive. The 
persecution is directed with 
fanaticism — and this, in un- 
guarded moments, is frankly admitted 
— towards the total destruction of the 
whole Jewish community in Germany. 
Like so 'many Nazi catchwords, "Juda 
vcrrecke!" — "May Jewry perish!" — 
was meant literally and will be literally 
brought to pass if the fanatics have 
their way. 

It has already been reported how by- 
laws, suspiciously similar in wording, 
are made by municipalities, forbidding 
Jews to settle, acquire property, or use 
{Continued on next Page) 
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public institutions, and "Aryans" who 
wish to be considered for public con- 
tracts or even to receive poor relief to 
have any business connexion with Jews. 
These by-laws can be justified by the 
definite encouragement given to local 
authorities to set the pace for Reich 
legislation, and by the tendency, ap- 
proved or not, to take the public utter- 
ances, not only of Herr Hitler, but of 
any party leader, as the basis of legis- 
lation. They are "in the line" of the 
party policy, and can only be stimulated 
by the Fuhrer's recent intimation that 
he did not wish "initiative from below" 
— on the initiator's personal responsi- 
bility — to be discouraged. Are local 
zealots who go ahead rather fast along 
the "party line" going to be seriously 
reproved ? 

HIGHER authorities, however, are 
now taking much more far-reach- 
ing measures. As the whole life of the 
country becomes more and more thor- 
oughly "organized," it is almost impos- 
sible to exercise any occupation without 
belonging to the competent "Reich 
Chamber" or other body. Since Nur- 
emberg it has apparently been taken for 
granted that no Jew, as a second-class 
citizen, is fit to belong to the competent 
organization. For instance, not only 
German Jewish but even British art 
dealers of Jewish origin have been re- 
fused membership of their particular 
branch of the "Chamber of Culture," 
and will have to close down. Jewish 
film theatre owners have till January 1 
to get rid of their businesses. The fol- 
lowing are a small selection of cases of 
extra-legal Jewish persecution : — 

According to the "Frankfurter Zeit- 
ung" of October 18, the Reich Doctors' 
Leader has taken disciplinary action 
against two "Aryan" doctors for having 
effected the sale of a house to a foreigner 
who is a Jew. 

A German "Aryan" business man re- 
ceived verbal instructions from the Secret 
Police to sever all business relations with 
Jews. He protested to the local party 
leader, who seemed to take his part. 
Nevertheless the Secret Police called on 
him shortly after and informed him that 
their instructions must be carried out 
forthwith. 

A Christian "non-Aryan" doctor in the 
provinces has had money, due to him 
from the panel fund, withheld on the ra- 
cial grounds. 

A Jewish doctor has been compelled 
to make a forced sale of his clinic to an 
"Aryan." 

A German landowner is anxious to 
take a house for the winter which belongs 
to a Jew. But he has been prevented 
from doing so. 

According to the Hemer "Jiund", first- 
grade milk has been refused to Jewish 



children at Madgeburg. This report has 
not been denied in the German Press. 

The sick insurance office at Munich 
Maistrasse displays at each counter pla- 
cards bearing the inscription: "Who pa- 
tronizes a Jewish doctor is guilty of trea- 
son"; or "German women, do not trust 
your body to a Jewish doctor." 

The "Vicrjahreszeiten" and the Koe- 
nigshof" hotels at Munich have requested 
their permanent Jewish residents to seek 
other accomodation. 

At Coburg admittance to cinemas has 
been denied to Jews. 

Aryan employees of long standing have 
been forbidden to attend the funeral of 
their Jewish employer, and on doing so 
nevertheless have been threatened by the 
Labour Organization with being deprived 
of work. 

A Jewish notary, who lost an arm and 
won the Iron Cross in the War, already 
depressed by the general situation, re- 
ceived on October 1 the order to surren- 
der his seals within 24 hours. He killed 
himself. 

These, where not published in the 
Press, are only a few of the numerous 
instances which arc thrust upon the 
notice of) even a single foreign com- 
munity. It has been suggested in the 
United States that Jewish propaganda 
has over-exaggerated and defeated its 
own purpose. That is presumably be- 
cause people living in countries like 
England and the United States cannot 
imagine what they hear from Germany 
to be true. But residents in Germany 
have no need of Jewish propaganda; 
the facts of the present persecution hit 
them violently in the face. They see 
men with wives and families, whom 
they have hitherto been able to look 
after, sobbing in a state of complete 
nervous collapse at the hopeless pros- 
pect with which they are faced. They 
hear of this Jew and that Jew who has 
gone into the woods and shot himself, 
or put his head in a gas oven. The 
German Press does not record these 
suicides. 

The Jewish community are caught in 
a trap. At most about 10,000 can es- 
cape abroad by emigration in a year, 
and every day it is becoming harder to 
obtain enough from the liquidation of 
property in Germany to qualify under 
the Palestine regulations or those of 
other countries with unemployment 
problems of their own which require 
evidence of the ability of immigrants to 
support themselves. What with forced 
sales, the "flight of capital tax," and 
the enormous discount at which, in or- 
der to transfer their money abroad, 
they have to sell it as Sperrmark, Jews 
are lucky if they can get 20 per cent, 
of the value of their possessions out of 



the country, and that is often not 
enough for emigration. 

YET almost every means of making 
a livelihood is slowly and surely be- 
ing closed to them before their eyes. If 
a Jew owns a house, he often cannot 
obtain the rent from his "Aryan" ten- 
ants. If he is a tenant, he may be caught 
up in one of the "drives" in which Jew- 
ish tenants are given notice to quit 
throughout the whole blocks of build- 
ings, in order, presumably, to force 
them into segregation on Ghetto lines 
in a few quarters. It is futile to talk 
of Jewish "self-sufficiency," to expect 
a community which has been mingled 
for centuries in the German national 
community and compelled, by restric- 
tions, to consist of about 65 per cent, 
traders, to become self-supporting. It 
is no good telling a Jewish shopkeeper 
in a small place that he can keep him- 
self by selling only to Jews. It is 
equally absurd to talk of the Nurem- 
berg Laws giving the Jews the posi- 
tion of a national' minority. They have 
not the most elementary rights of a 
national minority, and they have not, 
like other minorities, the right of ap- 
peal to an international institution like 
the League. 

For the 500,000 "full" Jews— per- 
haps 600,000 counting those with three 
Jewish grandparents — there seems no 
hope, nor for their children, who are 
persecuted and treated as unclean out- 
casts at school and often suffer irre- 
parable harm thereby. It goes without 
saying that marriage is decreasing ra- 
pidly in the Jewish community; the 
idea of bringing children into such a 
hostile world is hardly attractive. Un- 
less some attempt is made in high 
quarters to check the ferocity of the 
anti-Semitic fanatics, it can only be 
imagined that the 500,000 will be con- 
demned, as it were, to run round blind- 
ly in circles until they die. This is the 
process to which the term "cold Po- 
grom" has been applied. One must as- 
sume either that Herr Hitler is una- 
ware of all that is being done .since 
the passage of the laws to bring about 
a "tolerable relationship" or that the 
fanatics are beyond control. 

I CALL attention to the fact that 
fifty-four years after the organiza- 
tion of the Chovevi Zion, thirty-eight 
years after the founding of the Zionist 
Organization, and seventeen years after 
the Balfour Declaration, we Jews own 
only C)y 2 ( /a of the land in Palestine. 

— M, M. Ussislik'm 
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Twenty-Five Years Ministry in Brooklyn 

By DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 



TWENTY-FIVE years have pass- 
ed since 1 began my ministry in 
the Borough of Brooklyn. I was 
quite a young lad — not much above my 
teens — when, upon my graduation from 
the Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America, I received a call to become 
the spiritual leader of a congregation, 
not far distant from the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center. It seems strange, but 
my whole Rabbinic career has been 
closely interwoven with Brooklyn. 
Even before my graduation, when as 
students, we were assigned to do re- 
ligious work in budding congregations, 
it was my lot to take charge of two 
of such congregations in this very 
borough. My relationship with Brook- 
lyn thus goes back now to a period of 
twenty-eight to twenty-nine years. 

When one reaches such a milestone 
it becomes but natural to reminisce, to 
recall the days and the scenes of one's 
early activity. It is good to look back 
every once in a while, to take stock of 
yourself as to the progress made, as to 
hopes realized, as to disappointments 
encountered. It is natural, too, to take 
a glimpse into the days of yore, and to 
study by contrast the life of to-day. A 
few years; ago there appeared a book 
that became very popular. "Only Yes- 
terday", it was called, and it simply 
told, by picture and recital, the great 
changes that have come into our lives 
since, what now appears to us to have 
been, only yesterday. 

It is in this spirit that I want to re- 
call the scenes of Jewish life in Brook- 
lyn of "only yesterday", — in the days 
that are still vividly impressed upon 
the minds of most of us. 

* * * 

When I came to Brooklyn in 1910, 
it was just at the time when Jewish 
migration into this borough was at its 
high peak, when thousands of Jews 
were daily trecking over the Brooklyn 
bridge. At the end of that year the 
Jewish population here had already 
leached 350,000 and was centered 
mainly in two important districts. 
Brownsville and Williamsburg. Jews 
were to be" found in other sections, but 
only in scattered numbers, with no in- 
dication of what these sections were to 
become in our day. Borough Park was 



just beginning as a new settlement, and 
the Jews who went there felt that they 
were living in a distant suburb. The 
entire area of ITatbush, so teeming 
with Jewish life today, was as yet un- 
known to Jewish settlement. The 
neighborhood, in which our Center 
rinds itself was an open held. I recall 
quite vividly the visits of Jews who 
came to me to plead that I use my in- 
rluence with the City authorities for 
better police protection, so that Jews 
with beards may not be endangered 
from the stones of street urchins or 
corner loafers. . In some localities it 
was literally dangerous for an immi- 
grant type Jew to show himself. Six 
years later — only nineteen years ago — 
1 myself found in this very neighbor- 
hood, — all along Union and President 
Streets, — open rebuff in endeavoring to 
rent an apartment. I was curtly told : 
"Jews are not wanted here." 

AS far as communal life is concern- 
ed, there was not yet a functioning 
Federation of Jewish Charities, thougn 
the idea was already crystalizing into 
a definite movement. The most im- 
portant charity institutions of those 
days were the Jewish Hospital and the 
Orphan Asylum on Ralph Avenue, 
both of which were then in the hands 
of the German Jews who settled here 
much earlier, and who immediately, 
true to Jewish tradition, began to de- 
velop in large measure the ideal of 
charity. 

But the immigrant Jews, too, were 
busy with charitable endeavors. No- 
tably in Williamsburg and in Browns- 
ville, charities of all types were begin- 
ning to appear. But all were on a small 
scale, in keeping with the poor finan- 
cial circumstance of most of the in- 
habitants. I doubt if the combined 
annual budget of all the Jewish chari- 
table organizations in those days reach- 
ed beyond the sum of $150,000. 

It is interesting, too, to recall the 
religious life of our community here 
a quarter of a century ago. Orthodox 
synagogues were springing up in all 
neighborhoods, most of the structures 
reflecting the poverty of those religious 
idealists who wanted to perpetuate their 
faith in the new surroundings. Only 
two or three more imposing synago- 
gues were beginning to be built. In 



the field of Reform, we had the three 
influential congregations, the Beth Elo- 
him on Eighth Avenue, Temple Israel 
on Bedford Avenue, and Beth Elohim 
on Keap Street. 

It was at about that time that the 
beginnings were laid for two other 
smaller Reform Temples, one in Flat- 
bush and the other in Bensonhurst. Of 
conservative synagogues there were 
only three or four, — strangely enough, 
all in South Brooklyn, and all of small 
status. 

Most interesting of all to us to-day, 
as we look back to "only yesterday" 
in Jewish life in Brooklyn, is the sharp 
cleavage that existed then between the 
German Jew and the so-called Russian 
Jew, a division and separateness that 
was visible not only in institutional 
life — both charitable and synagogal — 
but even in every-day social life. Only 
recently I was reminded by a distin- 
guished attorney of German-Jewish 
stock that when he would invite to his 
home a friend who happened to be a 
Russian Jew! his mother would be al- 
most in a rage, and taunt him with 
bringing a "Polack", as all the East- 
European Jews were dubbed. They 
were the old-land prejudices, imported 
to these blessed shores, which, happily, 
died with the passing of the generation 
that imported them. 

* * * 

COMPARED to these scenes of 
"Only Yesterday", how interesting 
and significant become the pictures of 
Jewish life here as we see them today. 
From 350,000, the Jewish population 
has grown to one million, the largest 
group of Jews in one city in the world. 
Never in all our history, whether in the 
hey-day of our people's life in Palestine 
or in the long record of the Diaspora, 
has there ever been such a large num- 
ber of Jews assembled in one commu- 
nity. In our communal life, too, is this 
growth reflected. Our Federation now 
includes about two dozen large charity 
enterprises. We have here Homes and 
Hospitals and Asylums that, in con- 
struction and size, are the equal of any 
in all the land. The annual sums that 
are expended in the upkeep and main- 
tenance of the charitable institutions 
in Brooklyn may be estimated at be- 
(Continucd on next Page) 
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tween six and seven million dollars. 

In the field of religion, too, we note 
great and striking changes. Orthodox 
synagogues have increased in abun- 
dance, in all neighborhoods, and with 
every shifting migration. But, alas, 
very few have developed to be of out- 
standing prominence or significance. 
An interesting sidelight on the religious 
trend of the community is offered in 
the fact that in these twenty-five years 
not only has the number of Reform 
Temples not increased, but has actu- 
ally decreased, the old Keap Street 
Temple having merged with Temple 
Israel, forming the new Union Temple. 
Instead of the three large Temples and 
two incipient ones that we found here 
twenty-five years ago, you now have 
the two prominent ones and the same 
two sectional ones in Flatbush and 
Bensonhurst. The group that seems 
to have made the greatest progress is 
the Conservative one, bearing the phil- 
osophy of remaining true to traditional 
Jewish teaching and at the same time 
taking into account the new age in 
which we live. The large majority of 
the synagogues that have been built — 
especially in the last fifteen years— are 
exactly of this type, so that to-day 
there are in Brooklyn from twenty-five 
to thirty large and influential congre- 
gations representing this school of 
Jewish thought. 

The most interesting phrase in the 
development of the religious life has 
been the growth of the Center idea, 
which seems to have taken firmer root 
in Brooklyn than anywhere else in the 
country. Our own Center was the 
first to come to life, and inspired by 
its activity and its success, there have 
developed large institutions modelled 
after our own, which now grace im- 
portant boulevards like Ocean Parkway 
and Ocean Avenue, and at least a 
dozen other Centers of smaller size. 

Of greatest significance in the de- 
velopment of Jewish life here, is the 
practical disappearance of the curse of 
divisiveness between German Jew and 
Russian Jew noted above. Russian 
Jews at the side of their German 
brethren, now play a leading role in 
charity and religion, and in our social 
life too this separateness has been al- 
most obliterated. More and more do 
we see intermarriages between families 
of these different stocks, and the chil- 
dren to-day laugh at the old-time pre- 
judices that held such sway in the life 
of the older generation. 



As we review the steady and remark- 
able growth of our Jewish community 
in this Borough, the question comes 
to us, what is the significance of this 
immensity in numbers that to-day char- 
acterizes our people here? We are, as 
has been said, the largest Jewish com- 
munity in the world. We have here 
wealth, prominence, prestige. We 
should have become the center of Jew- 
ish life not only in America, but in 
all the Diaspora. See what a Wilna 
meant to Jewish life in Russia a gen- 
eration ago — with not a tenth of the 
population that we have in Brooklyn. 
It became "the mother city in Israel," 
nourishing Jewish life throughout the 
entire Czarist Empire with learning 
and wisdom, with inspiration and gui- 
dance. What Wilna was in her day, 
Brooklyn Jewry could and should have 
been in ours. 

When I think of the tremendous 



CREATION 

. . . And when my mind soars heaven- 
ward, 

And takes my heart along, 
My spirit, like a violin, 

Is filled, and thrilled, with song. 

I know not whence come word and 
sound, 

And rhythmic lilt, and tune; 
I only know, they throb with life, 
Like singing nights in June. 

And signs, that were obscure, and far, 

Grow visible, and near ; 
And Night is lifted, like a veil, 

And Dawn is crystal-clear. 

— Philip M. Raskin 



growth of Brooklyn Jewry I am re- 
minded of a beautiful comment of the 
ancient sages. They noted that the 
Bible, speaking of the early life of 
Moses, tells us : "And the child grew 
up and she brought him to the daughter 
of Pharoah ; and Moses grew up and 
he went out among his brethren". Why 
must the Bible mention twice, practical- 
ly in the same sentence, "And the 
child grew up"? Does a person grow 
twice? "Yes," they answer, "There 
are two types of growth, and Moses 
was blessed with both. Rishon Le' 
Komah Ve'Sheni Ligdulah. The first 
'grew up' refers to size ; the second 
'grew up' refers to greatness" . Moses 
grew in size. Yesterday he was a babe, 
to-day he is a young man. But that 
type of growth alone would not have 
made him the Moses of history. lie 
also grew in greatness, the greatness 



characterized by ideals of service and 
leadership. 

Looking at Brooklyn. Jewry, I am 
afraid that we can but say that it grew 
Be'Komah — in size, but, alas, not in 
Gcdulah — in greatness. There was and 
is so much to be done in remoulding 
and in re-fashioning our religious heri- 
tage. There is so much to be done in 
re-interpreting our religious beliefs and 
practices in termsi of modern knowl- 
edge, so that they may once again be- 
come the spiritual possession of the 
Jewish intellectual of to-day. There 
is the greati need of reformulating a 
program for Jewish education that 
shall have the power to transmit in an 
effective manner our culture to the 
new generation. Even in the field of 
charity a program of social justice 
could have been evolved that would 
perhaps offer a lasting solution to the 
problem of want that to-day affects 
the lives of tens of thousands of our 
brethren. Oh, how much there was 
and is to be done in almost every field 
jof endeavor ! What could not Brook- 
lyn Jewry have achieved, if it had bur 
the will and the desire to play its 
proper role in Jewish life? 

* * * 

1 do not want to minimize the a- 
chievements that our community has 
to its credit. I mentioned in this brief 
resume some of the important values 
that have been created by the Jews of 
our Borough. But there are always 
two ways of evaluating one's accom- 
plishments : noting the things that were 
done, and the things that might have 
been and should have been done. A- 
gain, there conies to my mind a strik- 
ing anecdote of the Rabbis touching 
this very thought. A great sage, Rabbi 
Ami, was lying on his death-bed. His 
pupils came to visit him, and as they 
entered they foundi him weeping bit- 
terly. "What" ! cried the pupils in as- 
tonishment, "You, the great Rabbi Ami 
crying ! Are you, then, afraid to die ? 
You, who have spent all your days in 
the study of the Torah and in the per- 
formance of good deeds, do you fear 
to face your Maker ?" "Ah'', replied 
the great rabbi, "You do not under- 
stand my weeping. I weep not for 
what I have done, but for what I could 
and should have done in moulding the 
law of Israel, but, alas, failed to do"! 

Judged by that standard, Al Hah 
Shc-Hayisi Yachol La-a-sos, "the 
things that could have been accom- 
plished," we must agree that Brooklyn 
(Continued on Page 22) 
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NIGHT 

Who trimmed the night's pavilions 
With gems of wonder ? 
Who gave the night its millions 
Of coins to squander ? 

I stroll through star-lit passages — 

Tht night's abode ; 

J. read the moon-writ messages, 

In ciphered code : 

Each bush and bird an oracle, 

Each tree — a fiddle ; 

Each blade of grass — a miracle, 

Each rill — a riddle. 

Each dappled leaf — a mystery, 

Of no solution ; 

Each pregnant ear — a history 

Of evolution. 

Each single ray enchains it, 
A world in motion ; 
Each drop of dew contains in it 
A shoreless ocean. 

Oh, magic night, I heed in you 
A burning stigma, 
As I behold and read in you 
The world's enigma. 
For I, of man's fraternity, 
And earth's bestowment, 
Am I not in Eternity 
A traceless moment ? 
Whoever into my soul delves, 
Shall find, deep down, a myriad selves. 
Whatever in me of noble trace, 
Is left in trust by a martyred race. 
Whatever in me of fault, and guilt, 
Is wrought by Ghettos, malice had 
built ; 

And if to my race I give the whole 
Light of my mind, and flame of my 
soul, 

1 only pay an age-due debt, 
That I must pay — lest I forget. 

I SAW YOU 

I saw you pass my window ; 

The maple at my house, 
Expectant stood for a moment 

With bent, breathless boughs. 

All night the maple murmered, 
As the wind its branches rocked ; 

All night my heart was waiting — 
1 left its door unlocked. 



By PHILIP M. RASKIN 
TWO ROSES 

I held two roses in my hand — 

White and red ; 
I'll give her the white, to match her 
breast — 

I said. 

But straight I thought of her, for 
whom 

My heart bled ; 
I gave her the one to match my heart — 

The red. 

* * * 

I HAD NOTHING AT ALL 

I had nothing at all when I came — 
Not even a name ; 

I'll have nothing at all at my death — 

Not even a breath. 

But a world of gold and green 

I discovered between, 

And silver skies to feed my eyes, 

And sounds to hear, 

And souls to endear, 

And life's sweetest bliss — 

Lips to kiss. 

1 had nothing at all, when 1 came — 
Not even a name. 

I'll have nothing at all when I go. 
But even so — 

Despite life's stings and scars, 
There were flowers and stars ; 
So why fret and complain — • 
I'd live it again. 

* * * 

SOUVENIRS 

I met him in the sky — earth-free, 

unmasked ; 
What did you bring from the valley, 

I asked, 
To flatter your pride? — 
Truth, he replied. 

And you? Beauty, I said, 
On this alone my soul was fed; 
Of all things on sea and shore — 
Beauty, nothing more ! 

Then came the thought, 
To show each other the things we 
brought, 

And perhaps our treasures exchange. 
But we fuund something very strange: 
Except for the name — 
Both were the same. 



THE SELVES THAT ARE I 

When I say I, or Me, or Mine, 
1 sec a long-drawn line 
Of hoary ancestors, who claim 
The man who bears my name. 
They all rise and say, 
That I am they ! 
Lives thrust into eternity, 
Myriad-tongues, speak through me; 
The Shepherd King, whose soul over- 
brims 

With time-unsilenced hymns, 
Humming by streams, and waving 
palms, 

Mankind's soul-deep psalms. 
The prophet, involving Jehovah's flame 
On all the priests of Baal's shame, 
The seer, whose time-defying word, 
Fortells the end of spear and sword, 
To sickle and plough, and reaper's 
mirth, 

Take their place upon the Earth. 
The dreamer of Bethlehem, brooding 
in vain 

Of Man's love, and heaven's reign. 
The martyr, facing stake and death, 
With singing soul, and fearless faith ; 
The Ghetto sage, with humble mien, 
And yellow-patched gaberdine ; 
Mankind's Shylock, whose pound of 
flesh, 

Every age is exacting afresh ; 

They all claim — and who shall deny — 

They all are what I call I. 



* * * 



UNION 

A single drop of water, 

Then another, flowing free ; 

The limpid mother joins her daughter— 
And we have Sea. 

A grain of sand, golden-yellow, 
Then another grain of sand; 

The kithless speck meets his fellow — 
And we have Land. 

A Human Being ; then another ; 

Then more, and still more ; 
And Brother recognizes brother — 

And we have War! 
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A'. Dcn-Ari 



WHEN TCHECHOV SOLD HIMSELF 
FOR THE HABIMAH 

And other incidents relating to the founding of the celebrated 
Hebrew Theatre and the first performance of the Dybbuk 



Bcn-Ari is one of the founders of 
the celebrated Habimah, the company 
of Hebrew-speaking players which cre- 
ated an epoch in tlic world theatre. One 
of its productions. "The Dybbuk," is 
n07v of historical importance. Unfor- 
tunately, tlic Habimah is no more, its 
members scattered. But Ben- An is 
carrying on its traditions in solo re- 
citals, and is now also about to publish 
a history of the Habimah, from which 
the article below is taken. This book 
is more than a narrative of the found- 
ing and progress of the Habimah; it 
is a reliving of an inspiring and ex- 
citing period in Jewish creative artistry. 

T HE years 1918-1920 in Moscow 
were years of hunger, pogrom, 
revolutions — and in a corner of 
this stricken city, a group of youths 
from all parts of Russia gathered to 
study theatre. Everybody was in search 
nf something — something that would 
keep the human from spiritual decay. 
With energy and love, we betook our- 
selves to our difficult task, but we soon 
discovered that it was next to impos- 
sible to work without a leader. Around 
us there were companies boasting great 
artistic accomplishments, institutions 
with years of tradition, actors with 
world-wide reputations, leaders whose 
achievement graced the pages of thea- 
trical history. And we? We were 
without tradition, without a policy, and 
without a leader. However this con- 
dition was soon remedied. Upon the 
recommendation of Stanislavsky, his 
pupil Vachtangov was accepted as reg- 
isseur of Habimah, so that our lot was 
completely cast into the hands of this 
Armenian who was to become world- 
famous for his revolutionary work in 
the theatre. 

At the time that Vachtangov came 
to Habimah, he was a devoted disciple 
of the Stanislavsky system. It was the 
system of spiritualized experiences and 
one hundred percent realism. During 
his apprenticeship in the Moscow Art 
Theatre, he absorbed all the teachings 
of his master. Even as a member of 
the studio of the Moscow Art Theatre 
he played and directed performances 
according to the Stanislavsky method, 
but he felt that something was lacking. 



By R. BEN-ARI 

It was only natural, therefore, that 
upon chance observance of Meyerhold's 
experimental work in Petrograd, he 
was impressed so deeply, that it reac- 
ted upon his manner of acting and di- 
recting. He formed a group, experi- 
mented, sought and created. 

Vachtangov was not yet aware of 
the object of his researches, but bis 
intuition led him to believe that some- 
where there must be another way. It 
was then that he came to Habimah, 
whose members listened with breath- 
less attention to the explanation of his 
theories. All of them, the old, who 
were more or less grounded in the 
study of the theatre, and the younger 
ones who had to start at the very be- 
ginning, visioned a new world before 
them and a new leader. All the mem- 
bers of Habimah were then adherents 
of Stanislavsky, and they could not 
conceive of a style or method superior 
to his. Vachtangov was aware of this 
fact, and he tactfully prepared a con- 
cert with Habimah, arranged in the 
Stanislavsky style. 

Vachtangov soon got to work on the 
Dybbuk, and Habimah will never for- 
get those days and nights spent on re- 
hearsing this play. They were truly the 
pleasantest and most beautiful times of 
our lives. Work would last for hours 
at a stretch and final rehearsals exten- 
ded to early morning. Every rehearsal 
was a distinct performance. It was in- 
teresting in the sense that Vachtangov 
never came to the rehearsals with a 
definite plan, or with a previously con- 
ceived opening and closing of acts. He 
groped about for new ways, and these 
extemperaneous gropings were breath- 
taking and fraught with the greatest 
suspense. 

We had to rehearse the first act over 
and over. Even when the act seemed 
perfectly complete and in the best of 
shape, Vachtangov found fault with it. 
As was usual, after the lowering of 
the curtain we gathered around him 
and listened to his criticism. He would 
not utter a word, but order us to go on 
the stage and begin to act again. Im- 
mediately the whole act was radically 




changed. Scenes created over night 
were immediately displaced. Some 
parts were eliminated, and new ones 
were created. The whole act soon as- 
sumed an entirely different color. His 
imagination was so great, that he used 
to play with the scenes. We were like 
putty in his hands. After a night of 
study and strained creation, when the 
rays of dawn crept through the crev- 
ices of the narrow windows, we ga- 
thered around Vachtangov fatigued 
and hungry. He then sang his favor- 
ite Armenian song, a song replete with 
sadness and subdued ecstacy. He sat 
at the piano and we grouped around 
him. Louder and louder and louder 
grew the tunes of this lugubrious mel- 
ody, stronger and stronger became our 
echo through the confines of the va- 
cant little theatre. When dawn had 
finally come, we left, refreshed by this 
melody. At night we gathered once 
more. There was more grouping, more 
singing, and again creating. . . . 

IT was then that Vachtangov became 
ill. fie could not sleep because of his 
suffering. He cotdd not eat. His only 
relief was soda. As soon as he entered 
the theatre, he took his customary seat, 
drank some soda, and called out "be- 
gin." We were impatiently awaiting 
the signal. We began with the "batlan" 
scene. Vachtangov listened, halted us, 
and commanded "once more !" The 
scene seemed to us to be in perfect 
shape, and we could not understand 
what was wrong. Once more, we sang 
the "Mipnaimah" and again the cry 
"once more !' This repeated a few 
times. The rehearsal was stopped for 
a few moments and Vachtangov poin- 
ted out that the first batlan had omit- 
ted the sigh "01" in passing from one 
phrase to another. This was nothing 
compared to the pyrotechnics when an 
actor omitted a word. Nevertheless, 
our rehearsals were not mere exercises 
in diction or expression. It was a mat- 
ter of finding a form for the Dybbuk, 
and the batlanim had set the tone for 

{Continued on Page 20) 
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The Legend of the Idle Clergyman 



By RABBI LOUIS I. NEWMAN 



A FEW days ago a friend to 
whom I had telephoned for an 
appointment, said to me: "Why 
do all clergyman patrons always find 
it necessary to telephone ? They are 
always in a hurry. What keeps them 
so busy?" And I thought again of the 
many times this very query has been 
directed at the modern minister or ut- 
tered out of his hearing : "what keeps 
the clergyman so busy?" One of the 
prevailing myths of our day is that all 
the minister has to do is to preach one 
or perhaps two sermons a week, which, 
in a leisurely fashion, he more or less 
prepares during the week ; in the bal- 
ance of the time at his disposal be 
twiddles his thumbs, yawns, and idly 
whiles away his days. This legend is 
merely a reflection of the indifference 
and ignorance which so many so-called 
modern folk of today have with refer- 
ence to religion in action, and the in- 
stitutions and officials entrusted with 
responsibility for it. 

It is true that the clergyman preaches 
twice a week in his pulpit, some men 
less frequently. In itself this would be 
a full-time occupation, if it were all 
that demanded the minister's time. For 
a sermon is the fruit of much study, 
research and meditation. It should be, 
in its way, a work of art, a master- 
piece of style, content, and delivery. 
The clergyman's mind works unceas- 
ingly on the material of his discourses : 
the newspapers, magazines, books are 
all grist for the mill ; personal conver- 
sations, personal observations, likewise 
furnish excellent material, sometimes 
the best. The clergyman is constantly 
clipping the news columns, underlining 
items in books, asking his secretary to 
copy out and arrange certain quotations 
or original thoughts, to file them away, 
until they are needed for a particular 
theme. The clergyman's filing system 
must be the best, with complex divi- 
sions and cross-references whereby the 
needed excerpt or idea may be on tap 
whenever he wishes it. Moreover, ser- 
mons must be always fresh and vital, 
lest the congregation detect repetition. 

In order to prepare them the clergy- 
man must go into the quiet of his study, 
away from interruptions of telephones 
and persons, so that the myriad dis- 
tractions will not break down his con- 
centration. Even as the Prophet Moses 
went to the .summit of Mount Sinai in 
order to escape the swirling, clamorous 



multitude, so the modern preacher 
must find an island of peace, for the 
assembling, organization, and literary 
expression of his thoughts. 

Let it also be said that there is a 
severe tension associated with preach- 
ing. The traditional sermon of the 
Sabbath, whether on Saturday for the 
Jew or Sunday for the Christian, is 
prepared without relationship to its at- 
tractiveness to the indifferent, de-re- 
ligionized persons. But it is one thing 
to preach a good discourse, and another 
to make it rousing and inspiring. No 
preacher knows how effective his ser- 
mon will be until he is in the midst of 
it, for there must always be a quality 
of vivid, creative, almost extempore 
style, in addition to the carefully pre- 
pared and written material he brings 
to the rostrum. 

AS for the discourse intended for 
wider community interest, and par- 
ticularly for those unallured by the clas- 
sic liturgical service, there is likewise a 
tension associated with it. Will the 
congregation be large in size? Will 
the theme prove of interest? Will the 
spirit of the morning service be vital 
and dynamic? These and other ques- 
tions help to surround the preaching 
of the modern clergyman, seeking to 
instruct skeptical, highly critical listen- 
ers, a difficult and gruelling task. 

But preaching is merely one element 
in the modern minister's duties, and 
the fact that there are so many more 
should prove to an}' doubter that re- 
ligion today continues as a necessary 
and essential factor in contemporary 
life. The clergyman is a teacher, whose 
central enjoyment and obligation is the 
preparation of the educational, religi- 
ous and cultural material which he 
wishes to convey, not only through the 
pulpit, but through the mid-week class- 
es he conducts and the religious school 
which he supervises. Everything pos- 
sible should be done by the lay com- 
mittees of the church or synagogue to 
free the minister from details of ad- 
ministration, so that he can devote him- 
self to this educational task. Every 
clergyman teaches at least once a week, 
sometimes three or four times. He can- 
not go into the classroom either for 
children or adults, except that his ma- 
terial be carefully collected, outlined, 



written and presented. The subjects 
may be historical, literary, or theologi- 
cal. They represent years of research 
in the minister's student years, in the 
later years of higher academic work, 
and personal reading. Many ministers 
are able to secure the necessary con- 
tinuity of research only during the 
summer months, for from September 
1st to July 1st, the clergyman's work 
occupies seven days and seven nights 
a week, and more time if the week per- 
mitted it. The minister, teaching per- 
sons, particularly in the large cities, 
who are accustomed to the best type of 
extension courses, lecturers, and public 
forums, must come equipped to the ut- 
most, with accurate, informative, no- 
vel and inspiring material. This does 
not leap full-grown from his brain, 
like Minerva from Job's. It is, like the 
sermon, the fruitage of hours of plan- 
ning in the silent moments of the night 
or very early morning, when the world 
is still. There is scarcely a clergyman 
who does not have four-by-six pads 
ever at hand — in his study, in his pri- 
vate room, wherever he may be, so 
that he can note down the items, names 
and activities which require attention. 

THE effort to keep mind and energy 
free for the basic religious and edu- 
cational work of the ministry is con- 
stantly broken up by the manifold ex- 
ecutive and administrative duties de- 
volving upon the clergyman. His 
church or synagogue may contain sev- 
eral hundred families, including sev- 
eral thousand individual persons. These 
are organized into auxiliaries, accord- 
ing to age group and interests — school, 
alumni, Junior Society, Young Adults' 
League, Men's Association, Sisterhood, 
Parents Association, and the like, with 
their many subdivisions, according to 
activity, discussion, dramatics, etc. In 
the Church or Temple House work, 
there is continuous planning ; the cler- 
gyman is asked to suggest and cooper- 
ate in the making of programs, to se- 
cure prominent speakers, entailing nu- 
merous telephone calls and interviews ; 
he is asked to attend committee meet- 
ings, the large gatherings of the vari- 
ous auxiliaries and their groups, though 
his typewriter and desk may demand 
his presence. The clergyman could 
(Continued on Page 21) 
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ACTIVITIES IN THE 
BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 



RABBI LEVINTHAL TO GIVE SERIES 
OF ADDRESSES ON HASSIDISM 

Within the next few weeks, Rabbi 
Levin thai will give a series of Friday 
night lectures on the general theme of: 
"The Romance of Hassidism", based 
on Dr. Jacob S. Minkin's recently pub- 
lished book by that name. 

In these lectures, our Rabbi will 
trace the history and the achievements 
of this remarkable movement that rev- 
olutionized Jewish life for almost two 
centuries. The subjects of the lectures 
will be: 1. "How Hassidism Came to 
be". 2. "Rabbi Israel Baal Shem Tob 
— The Founder of Hassidism", 3. 
"Great Lights of the Movement", 4. 
Hassidism — Its Achievements in the 
Past and its Possibilities for the Fu- 
ture". 

With the publication of the above 
mentioned book by Dr. Minkin and 
other notable works on this fascinating 
subject, there has been a tremendous 
revival of interest about Hassidism. 
Our Rabbi hopes to acquaint the con- 
gregation with the ideals, philosophies 
and the contributions of this movement, 
which has played such an important 
part in modern Jewish history. 

HEINZ LIEPMANN TO SPEAK ON 
"ILLEGAL ADVENTURES IN HITLER'S 
GERMANY" 

At our Forum on Monday evening, 
January 13th, at 8:30 o'clock, the 
speaker will be Mr. Heinz Liepmann, 
noted German author and journalist. 
He will discuss the subject "Illegal 
Adventures in Hitler's Germany". 

Mr. Liepmann addressed our Forum 
during the last season and was tendered 
a dinner by the Center in December 
of 1934, jointly with Professor Albert 
Einstein. In 1929, he received the 
Harper prize for his book, "Murder 
Made in Germany", which was de- 
clared the strongest moral, political 
and human argument against the Hitler 
Government. 

Upon the advent of Hitler, he was 
placed in a German concentration 
camp, from which he escaped to Hol- 
land. He is now in this country for 
a brief stay and we want to advise 
our members and their friends to at- 
tend this lecture and to hear his mes- 
sage. 

Admission will be free to members 
and twenty-five cents to non-members. 



"THE JEW IN AGRICULTURE" TO BE 
DISCUSSED THIS FRIDAY EVENING 

This Friday evening, January 10th, 
at our late Friday evening Services 
which begin at 8:30 o'clock, we shall 
have as our guest speaker, Dr. Ga- 
briel Davidson, general director of the 
Jewish Agricultural Society of Amer- 
ica. 

Dr. Davidson, who was recently 
honored by the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America with the degree 
of Doctor of Literature, is one of the 
leading authorities in the field of agri- 
culture, especially on the Jewish phase 
of this subject. 

The organization of which he is the 
general director, has been founded for 
the purpose of encouraging farming 
among Jews in the United States. Un- 
der its auspices, thousands of Jews in 
America have been settled on the land. 
In view of the overcrowding in practi- 
cally every profession, it is of interest 
to note what is being done to win the 
Jew back to the soil, and what possi- 
bilities there are to go back to farming. 
Dr. Davidson will discuss these phases 
in his address, which is entitled, "The 
Jew in Agriculture — Under His Own 
Vine and Fig Tree". 

We sincerely hope that many of our 
members will attend these services and 
listen to an important message on a 
very vital theme that is becoming daily 
of greater concern to our people in 
this land. 

Rev. Samuel Kantor will lead in 
congregational singing. 



ECONOMIC SOURCES OF AMERI- 
CAN DEMOCRACY TO BE DISCUS- 
SED NEXT WEDNESDAY EVENING 

Mr. Julius Reins will continue his 
course on Economics on Wednesday 
evening, January 15th, at 8:30 o'clock. 
The subject of his lecture on that eve- 
ning will be "Economic Sources of 
American Democracy". On January 
22nd, he will discuss "The Economics 
of Fascism", and on January 29th, 
"The New Deal and Beyond". 

These lectures, which are given at 
the Center, are arranged jointly by the 
Forum and Education Committee and 
the Board of Education of New York. 

Admission is free to members as 
well as non-members. 



TESTIMONIAL DINNER TO 
RABBI LEVINTHAL-March 22 

Rabbi Levinthal has recently com- 
pleted twenty-five years in the Brook- 
lyn ministry. 




Dr. Israel H. Levinthal 



To fittingly celebrate this occasion, 
the directors and trustees decided to 
tender a dinner in honor of Rabbi Lev- 
inthal on Sunday evening, March 22nd. 

We are announcing this event at this 
time in order that the members of the 
Center may reserve the date and ar- 
range to attend this important event in 
the history of the Center. 

Further details regarding the dinner 
will be announced shortly. 



PROF. EFROS TO SPEAK AT OUR 
CENTER FORUM ON JANUARY 20th 

The speaker at our weekly Forum 
on Monday evening, January 20th, will 
be Professor Israel Efros of the Uni- 
versity of Buffalo. He will speak on a 
most interesting and thought-provoking 
subject "Has Jewish Philosophy a Mes- 
sage for the World Today?" 

Professor Efros is regarded as one 
of the leading Hebrew poets of our 
generation. He was the dean of the 
Baltimore Hebrew College and has con- 
tributed poetry to Hebrew magazines, 
and scientific articles to Hebrew and 
English publications. He has trans- 
lated Hamlet into Hebrew and has 
written "The Problem of Space in Jew- 
ish Medieval Philosophy", "Philosophi- 
cal Terms in the Moreh Nehukim", 
etc. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Our President, Mr. Joseph M. 
Schwartz and Mrs. Schwartz celebra- 
ted their twenty-ninth wedding" anni- 
versary on Wednesday, January 8th. 
We extend to them sincere congratu- 
lations and best wishes on this occasion. 



ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CENTER 
—THURSDAY EVENING, JANUARY 16 

The Annual Meeting of our insti- 
tution will be held next Thursday eve- 
ning, January 16th, at 8:30 o'clock. 

The program will consist of reports 
covering the activities of the Center 
for the past year. Following the pre- 
sentation of these reports, the election 
and installation of officers and mem- 
bers of the Board of Trustees and 
Governing Board will take place. 

On the same evening, there will be 
the installation of the newly elected 
officers of the Sisterhood. At the con- 
clusion of the business of the meeting, 
a social hour will be held. 

We want to urge all our members, 
men and women, to please attend this 
important gathering. 



REGISTRATION FOR THE CLASS IN 
PUBLIC SPEAKING 

A class in Public Speaking is now 
being formed under the joint auspices 
of the Forum and Education Commit- 
tee and the Adult Division of the Board 
of Education. This group will meet 
every Wednesday evening under the 
leadership of Mrs. Anne M. Bierce, 
an experienced instructor in corrective 
and effective English speech art. 

There is no charge for tuition in this 
class and members as well as non-mem- 
bers are invited to join. 



THE CENTER CLUB 

The Center Club is at present in the 
process of planning a number of pro- 
grams and events of more than passing 
interest. Included in the agenda are a 
Leap Year Dance, a visit to the Hay- 
den Planetarium, and the discussion of 
a number of topics of social, political 
and religious interests. With the aid 
of Mr. Goldman the club is planning its 
program with the view of meeting the 
needs and satisfactions of the greatest 
number of members. If you are a 
Center member and arc interested in 
this type of activity you are cordially 
invited to attend our meetings. They 
are held the first and third Saturdays 
of each month at 9 P. M. 



YIDDISH NIGHT DEDICATED TO 
ABRAHAM REISEN 

Under the auspices of the Forum 
and Education Committee, a series of 
Yiddish lectures will be delivered dur- 
ing the season. 

The first evening, Sunday, January 
12th. has been set aside to the famous 
Yiddish poet, Abraham Reisen. on the 
occasion of his sixtieth birthday. An 
interesting program has been arran- 
ged which will begin at 8:30 o'clock. 

Mr. Reisen, himself, will speak on 
"The Progress of Yiddish Literature 
in Many Lands". An address on the 
"Child Life of Reisen" will be deliver- 
ed by Dr. S. Simon. The well-known 
poet and actor, Mark Schweid, will 
read from the works of Reisen. Par- 
ticipating in the program, will be Mr. 
A Lutzky, improvisor, Noach Nach- 
bush of the Wilna Troupe, and Dr. 
Abraham Asen, who will read his own 
Yiddish translations from the works 
of some of the leading world poets. 
Dr. J. Globus will speak on "Reisen, 
the Short-Story Writer". Cantor P. 
Jassinofsky will sing some of his own 
compositions to Reisen's lyric poems. 
He will be accompanied on the piano 
by Mrs. Jassinofsky. Miss Frieda 
Blumenthal will give a dramatic re- 
cital. Miss Zahava will render a pro- 
gram of interpretive dancing. Rabbi 
Levinthal will deliver a brief address in 
English. The chairman of the evening 
will be Mr. Z. Weinper, editor of the 
Aufkam. 

Admission will be free to Center 
members upon presentation of their 
membership cards. All others will be 
charged a nominal fee of twenty-five 
cents. 



AN EXHIBITION OF TIMELY INTEREST 

An exhibition of timely interest, con- 
sisting of a collection of books on the 
Abyssinian Jews (Falashas), from the 
Library of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America, is now on view 
at the Seminary Museum of Jewish 
Ceremonial Objects, Broadway and 
122nd Street, New York City. Besides 
books on the Falashas, there are in- 
cluded the few specimens of their re- 
ligious literature that have been pub- 
lished. The Ethiopic Bible is repre- 
sented by two vellum manuscripts; la- 
the first edition of the Psalter, Cologne 
1518, and by some Jewish apocryphal 
books preserved only in Ethiopic. 

The Museum is open to the public 
dailv, except Fridav and Saturday, 
from 10 A. M. to 5 P. M. 



IMPORTANT MEMBERSHIP COMMIT- 
TEE MEETING— JANUARY 14th 

The Membership Committee, headed 
by J Ion. Emanuel Greenberg, will hold 
an important meeting on Tuesday eve- 
ning, January 14th. Plans for the 
year's activities will be discussed. 

Members of the Committee are ur- 
ged to attend this meeting. 



CENTER PLAYERS TO PRODUCE 
SEASON'S FIRST PLAY IN FEBRUARY 

Clifford Odets' "Waiting for Lefty" 
and "Overtones" will be produced by 
the Center Players, under the leader- 
ship of Mr. Phil Gross, during the 
month of February — the exact date to 
be announced later. 

The group is rehearsing these plays 
on Thursdays at 8:30 P. M. Those 
desiring to join, will please report on 
Thursday evenings, prior to the meet- 
ing. 



THE JUNIOR LEAGUE 

The Junior League is still in the 
throes of extending and completing its 
membership. It was with this idea in 
mind that a Membership Drive Dance 
was given on December 28th in the 
Auditorium of the Center. We are 
still open to membership and we shall 
be more than pleased to see more of 
our young people attend our meetings 
and functions. The program commit- 
tee with the aid of Mr. Goldman, the 
club adviser is planning events which 
should prove to be of more than pass- 
ing interest to many of us. The Junior 
League meets everv Sunday evening 
at 8^:30 P. M. 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7:00 and 8:00 
o'clock. 

Mincha Services at 4:20 P. M. 



SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of Candles at 4:28 P. M. 

Friday Evening Services at 4 :20 p.m. 

Sabbath Morning Services (Parsha 
Vayechi) will commence at 8:45 A. M. 
Rabbi Levinthal will preach on the 
weekly portion of the Torah. 

Mincha Services at 4:20 P. M. 

Class in Ein Yaakob, under the 
leadership of Mr. Benjamin Ilirsch, 
at 3:15 P. M. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBER- 
SHIP AND REINSTATEMENTS 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Doctorow, S. A. 

Married Children's Camp 

Res. — 723 Eastern Parkway 

Proposed by R. Albert 
Fein, Murray 

Unmarried Printing 

Res.— 900 Sutter Avenue 

Bus. — 2083 Lexington Avenue 
Friedman, Louis 

Unmarried Garage 

Res.— 1941 East 17th Street 

Bus. — 217 Grand Avenue 

Proposed by Albert Apter and A. H. 
Zirn 

Cellar, Isidore W. 

Unmarried Lawyer 
Res.— 1320— 50th Street 
Bus. — 66 Court Street 
Proposed by Harry G. Wallman and 
Abraham Abramsoon 

Goldbaum, Max A. 

Married Motion Pictures 

Res. — 706 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 630 Ninth Avenue 
Proposed by Samuel Strausberg 

Kofsky. Irving 

Married Fur Dresser & Dyer 

Res. — 275 Linden Boulevard 
Bus. — 2 Evergreen Avenue 
Proposed by Oscar Kurshan 

Pickman, Morton 

Unmarried Real Estate 
Res.— 3152 Brighton 6th St. 
Bus. — 45-16 Queens Boulevard 
Proposed by Phil Singer 

Salomon. Max 

Married Coats 
Res. — 1221 President Street 
Bus.— 226 West 37th Street 
Proposed by Mrs. L. J. Levinson 

Samuels, L. B. 

Married Dairy Products 

Res. — 459 Crown Street 
Bus. — 463 Watkins Street 
Proposed by Edward Manes 

Schulman, Samuel 

Unmarried Office Manager 
Res. — 103 Van Buren Street 
Bus. — 153 Pierrepont Street 
Proposed by Morris Strausberg 

Schur, Saul 

Unmarried Teacher 

Res. — 740 Empire Boulevard 

Bus.— J. H. S. 35 

Proposed by Hyman L. Rrainson 

Smallberg, Harry 

Married Dress Manufacturer 

Res. — 1237 Eastern Parkway 



Bus. — 498 Seventh Avenue 
Weinstein, Abraham 
Unmarried Rayon— Cotton Goods 
Res. — 240 Crown Street 
Bus. — 459 Broadway 
Proposed by Joseph Feldt and Sam- 
uel Stark 

The following have applied for re-in- 
sta+ement as members: 
Baum, Sam 

Unmarried Brokerage 

Res.— 50 East 57th Street 

Bus. — 50 Broadway 

Proposed by Herman Baum 
Kuflik, Aaron 

Married Broker 

Res. — 609 Empire Boulevard 

Bus. — 26 Canal Street 
Levitt, Charles S. 

Married Publishers 

Res. — 169 Columbia Heights 

Bus. — 20 Vesey Street 
Pincus, Leo 

Married Attorney 

Res. — 480 Montgomery Street 

Bus. — 26 Court Street 

Proposed by Meyer Chizner 
Seltzer, Abe 

Unmarried Wholesale Fruits 

Res.— 1475 St. Marks Place 

Bus. — 160 Osborn Street 
Stall, Dr. Victor 

Married Dentist 

Res. — 24 Revere Place 

Bus. — 1315 Bergen Street 

Proposed by Dr. A. Asen 

EMANUEL GREENBERG, Chairman 
Membership Committee 



THE MACCABEES 

The Maccabee Club has just finished 
its Chanukah program. After several 
weeks of preparation we celebrated the 
Festival of Lights on Monday eve- 
ning, December 30th. We had for our 
guests the members of the Vi valet 
Club. The story of Chanukah was re- 
told by means of recitations and tab- 
leaux. A beard was very effective in 
making the tableaux more impressive. 
It was the only beard we could find. 
The boys then competed in a dreidel 
contest with the girls. Due to lack of 
practise the girls' team of five defeated 
the stalwart members of the Macca- 
bees. Hilda Zankel making the highest 
score of the evening. 



THERE IS 
SOMEONE 
YOU KNOW 

who would appreciate being a 
member of the Center. Bring 
him (or her) in. The rates 
are cheap for what he (or 
she) will obtain in return. 



$50,00 per year per family (includes 
husband, wife and children up 
to 21 years of age) 

$37,50 per year for unmarried members 

$25,00 per year for girls 



We are planning many more inter- 
esting programs for the rest of the 
year. If you have not already been 
down to our meetings why not begin 
now ? 



BASKETBALL NEWS 

After losing one of the most ex- 
citing basketball games ever witnessed 
on the Union Temple floor, the Center 
team is ready to resume activities. The 
next few basketball games will surely 
test the ability of our teams as com- 
pared to the outstanding institutional 
teams in the city. With our squad in- 
tact, to take our opponents in stride, 
Kaufman, Pincus. Singer. Levine, 
Zucker, Roberts, Siegal and Rabino- 
witz are just rarin' to go, and particu- 
larly anxious to defeat the two neigh- 
borhood teams that defeated them not 
very long ago, namely, Eighth Avenue 
Temple and Union Temple. What 
also promises to be of more than usual 
interest will be the game against Nat 
Holman's 92nd Street. Y.M.H.A. team. 

The schedule for the next few weeks 
is as follows : — 

January 12th — Lenox Hill A. A. — 
At Lenox Hill 

January 18th— ( J2nd Street Y.M.I 1.- 
A. — At Jewish Center 

(Continued on Page 17) 
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February 2nd — 8th Avenue Temple 
— At Jewish Center 

February 8th — Union Temple — At 
Jewish Center 

The team is looking for the same 
continued support as in the past games. 
Come down and spend an enjoyable 
evening. 

Tickets 50 cents. Dancing following 
the game. 

BASKETBALL GAME AND DANCE- 
SATURDAY EVENING, JANUARY 18 

The next basketball game at the 
Center will be held on Saturday eve- 
ning, January 18, between the Brook- 
lyn Jewish Center team and that of the 
92nd St. YMHA, who have a national 
reputation. 

A preliminary game will commence 
at 8:30 o'clock. Dancing will take 
place at the conclusion of the game. 

YOUNG FOLKS ORGANIZE FOR 1936 

At last the winter social season has 
really begun. Like Robins in the 
Spring and Lilacs in May, the hum 
of activity within the Center's walls, 
during the past month, has been the 
harbinger of bigger and better things 
for the Young Folks of our institution. 

The opening gun of this campaign 
was fired at a meeting held on Monday 
evening, December 23, 1935. at which 
the following officers were elected and 
inducted into office : — 

President .... Milton D. Balsam 
1st Vice-Pres. . . Nathan Wolfe 
2nd Vice-Pres. . . . Phyllis Lovett 
Treasurer ... Harry Radutzky 

Rec. Sec Miriam Dinowitz 

Corr. Sec. . . Estelle Dinowitz 
The following chairmen of commit- 
tees were appointed : 

Executive Committee, William Ro- 
senberg; Social Committee, Sam J. 
Coran ; Membership Committee, Ber- 
nard Fink ; Liaison Committee, Ben- 
jamin Markowitz and Max Landau ; 
Publicity Committee, Dick Baum and 
Ben Osher. 

The Center New Year's Affair has 
by now, no doubt, passed into history. 
However, mention must be made of 
the part the Young Folks League play- 
ed in making it the success that it was. 
Over one hundred members of our 
League were in attendance and to quote 
one of them — "Had the time of their 
Lives". 

These activities are only an appeti- 
zer for those to come. Future Bulle- 
tins and Reviews will carry ample in- 
formation regarding coming Young 
Folks League events. In the meantime 



voung men and women, eligible for 
membership, are urged to become ac- 
tive in the new 1936 Model Young 
Folks League. JOIN UP AND LET'S 

GO! 

LADIES GYMNASIUM AND SWIM- 
MING NEWS 

Start the New Year right. Join the 
newly organized gymnasium and swim- 
ming classes. Keep your figure in trim 
and be proud of yourself ! Remember, 
vour health comes first. 

Schedule for 1936 
Gymnasium Classes 
11:00 A. M. and 1:30 P. M. — Mon- 
day — Thursday 
Swimming Classes 

2:00 P. M.— Monday— Thursday 
Girls' Evening Class 
Gymnasium 

'Handball— 7 to 8:15 P. M. 

Calisthenics— 8:15 to 8:30 P. M. 

Basketball— 8 :30 to 9:15 P. M. 
Swimming Lessons — 9:30 to 10 P. M. 

Due to the increasing number of new 
members in our Tuesday evening class 
of handball, girls will be requested to 
sign a handball sheet, allowing one- 
half hour for a game. Girls are asked 
to please cooperate and leave the court 
when their time is completed. In this 
manner, everyone will have a chance 
to play at least one game and probably 
more. Come early and sign up ! Don't 
waste time getting to a court. First 
come, first served. 

Girls interested in American Red 
Cross Junior or Senior Life Saving 
lessons, please see the instructor. 

I wish to thank all the girls for their 
splendid cooperation and sociability and 
hope the year of 1936 will be even 
more successful for all of us. May I 
wish all a very Happy New Y'ear. 

Sylvia Baumgartcn 
Gymnasium and Swimming 
Instructor 



THE VIVALETS 

The New Year finds the Vivalets 
well on the way to a successful club 
season, under the guidance of Mrs. 
Eva Bernhardt. 

Several joint meetings have been 
held with the Maccabees and were en- 
joyed by both groups. The purpose 
of such meetings are to develop social 
poise and ease among the club mem- 
bers ; and afford an opportunity for 
good times and dance practise. 

December 23rd, was the day of the 
Y'ivalet Theatre Party. 

The club is growing, although new 
applicants for membership will be 
welcomed. 



CLUB CALENDAR 



All children of Center members are 
eligible for membership in these groups 
and are cordially invited to join in their 
activities : 

The Maccabees. Consists of boys 13 to 
15 years of age. Meetings on Satur- 
day evenings at 7 :30 o'clock. Mr, 
Jackson Goldman, Leader. 

The Vivalets. Consists of girls 13 and 
14 years of age. Meetings are held 
on Saturday evenings at 7 :30 o'clock. 
Mrs. Eva Bernhardt, leader. 

Girl Scout Troop. 12 to 16 years of age. 
Meetings are held every Wednesday 
evening, at 7:30. Miss Lillian Can- 
tor, Scoutmaster. 

Boy Scout Troop. 12 to 15 years or age. 
Members as well as non-members 
are eligible. Meets every Thursday 
evening at 7 :30 o'clock. Mr. Oscar 
J. Alpert, scoutmaster, assisted by 
Mr. Saul T. Slater and Mr. Walter 
Siben. 

Boys Athletic Club. Open to sons of 
Center members, 13 to 15 years of 
age. Meets even'- second and fourth 
Saturday evening. 

Junior League. Girls 17 to 20 years of 
age and boys from 18 to 21. Meets 
every first and third Sunday evening, 
at 8:30 o'clock, under the leadership 
of Mr. Jackson Goldman. 

Center Club. Consists of sons of 
Center members, 16 to 18 years of 
age, and daughters between the ages 
of 15 and 17. Meets on first and 
third Saturday evenings. 

Singing Group. Meets every Tuesday 
evening. 

Young Folks League — open to unmar- 
ried members and to daughters of 
Center members, 21 years of age and 
over. 

Center Players — Open to sons and 
daughters of Center members. 
Meets every Thursday evening. 
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PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY 

CONSOLIDATED TAXPAYERS MUTUAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY 

HARRY STRONGIN, President 





This company writes 


Owners, 


Landlords and Tenants 


Liability 


and Elevator Insurance 



Under the supervision of the New York State Insurance Department 



Home Office 

164 MONTAGUE STREET 

Brooklyn, N. Y. — TRiangle 5-5300 



Brownsville Office 

353 STONE AVENUE 

Brooklyn, N. Y.— Dickens 2-0262 
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4685 PITKIN AVE 
BROOKLYN. NY 



Wedding 
Decorations 

Our Specialty 



W c Carry A Complete 
Line of 

FRUIT BASKETS 

FOR EVERY OCCASION 



THE BROOKLYN JEWISH 
CENTER'S OFFICIAL FLORIST 



Telephone: Dickens 2-4000 



BROOKLYN SOCIETY OF JEWISH 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY TO MEET 
IN CENTER, JANUARY 22nd 

The Brooklyn Society of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, of which our 
own trustee, Mr. Max llerzfeld, is the 
president, and of which the Honorahle 
lMward Lazansky is honorary presi- 
dent, will hold its next meeting at our 
Center on Wednesday evening, Janu- 
ary 22nd. The members will meet for 
dinner, after which an address will be 
delivered by the Honorable Sol M. 
Stroock, Chairman of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Seminary, to be followed 
by a general discussion. Professor 
Alexander Marx, one of the greatest 
Jewish scholars in all the world, and li- 
brarian of the Seminary will -also be 
present, and display some important 
manuscripts which the Seminary Li- 
brary treasures. These manuscripts 
will be of the greatest interest to all 
those who will attend the meeting. 



HEBREW SCHOOL NEW TERM BE- 
GINS FEBRUARY 2nd 

Our daily and three-day a week He- 
brew School is making preparations for 
the second term of our school season, 
which will commence on Sunday morn- 
ing, February 2nd. 



THE 



CENTER 
RESTAURANT 



Excellent meals are served in 
our Restaurant every Sunday 
during the season from 12 noon 
to 5 P. M. 

Arrange to have your Sunday 
dinners at the Center Restau- 
rant as often as you possibly can. 
You will facilitate matters a great 
deal i£ you will telephone the 
Center in advance (PResident 4- 
1400) so that reservations may 
be made for you. 



Dinner De Luxe $1.00 and $1.25 
per person — Also A la Carte 



"Meet Me in the Center 
Restaurant" 



Parents who have children of school 
age are a.--ked to register them now for 
this second term. A new class of be- 
ginners is being formed, and be- 
cause of the approaching spring it is 
worth-while for parents to register 
their younger children at once. 

As the members have already been 
informed, the tuition fees in our school 
have been greatly reduced, and they 
are now within the reach of every Jew 
living in this community. 

If you have no children of your own 
of school age, please bring this message 
to vour neighbors and friends. 



FORUM 
of the 
BROOKLYN 
JEWISH CENTER 

A Platform for Free and Open 
Discussion of Problems of Inter- 
est by Leading Exponents in 
Every Field of Human Endea- 
vor. Organized 1921. 

Meets every 
MONDAY EVENING 



Throughout the Season. 



The following is a partial list of 
the speakers who will address the 
Center Forum during the 1935- 
1936 season : 

Rev. Dr. S. Parkes Cadman 

Dr. Will Durant 

Prof. Israel Efros 

Rev. Dr. John Haynes Holmes 

Dr. Elias Lieberman 

Prince Hubertus Loewenstein 

Rev. Dr. Stephen S. Wise 



Course of Lectures on Economics 
by Julius Reiss 
Everv Wednesdav Evening 
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When Tchechov Sold Himself for the Habimah 

(Continued from Page 12) 



the entire performance. None of us 
will forget his wild outcry of "Eureka" 
whenever he found the scene he was 
looking for. 

Vachtangov, in his work with Ha- 
himah, sought and created a new form 
of the theatre. He arrived at a sort of 
synthesis of Stanislavsky and Meyer- 
hold. He took the foundation of Stan- 
islavsky's system and encased it in a 
theatrical form. It was hecause of this 
that the Dybbuk reached the highest 
level of tragedy and "Princess Turan- 
dot" assumed a truly modernistic cast. 
He brought a certain pathos to the 
Dybbuk and defined every character 
so completely that each ceased being a 
figure and became a symbol. Every- 
one had something to say. Everyone 
became a tragic figure in the chain of 
events. 

The year in which we were to pro- 
duce the Dybbuk— 1922— was laden 
with impoverishment and sorrow. Al- 
though, there was some relief in the 
political situation, the hunger contin- 
ued, and Vachtangov's ailment in- 
creased. The subsidy which we for- 
merly received from the government 
ceased, and our means of existence be- 
came nothing short of a miracle. To 
mitigate our distress, Habimah through 
some unknown and supernatural source 
procured for us barley soup, and dis- 
tributed it every night in the recess pe- 
riod during rehearsals. The soup gen- 
erally consisted of hot water and a 
grain of barley that had to be located 
by means of a microscope. 

VACHTANGOV saw all this and he 
decided to arrange an evening so 
that the remaining wealth of Moscow 
might contribute something for the sup- 
port of Habimah. Men prominent in the 
community and well-known artists 
were invited. The evening arrived and 
everyone was well entertained. Then 
came the moment for the appeal. All 
were quiet, bored, seemingly deaf. 
There was no response. It looked as 
if the evening was a failure. Suddenly 
Vachtangov and his friend Anton 
Tchekov appeared dressed in white 
aprons, and carrying trays of tea. 
Everybody was amazed to see them 
distributing tea to all the guests in the 
hall. However, they soon realized their 
purpose. As they handed a glass of 
tea to their guests, they removed their 
hats and asked them contribute some- 
thing for the tea. And — miracle upon 



miracle — the hat became full with ten 
and five dollar bills. Everybody's mood 
changed. One wanted to top the other 
in his contribution. The honor of 
drinking tea served by Vachtangov and 
Tchekov was too tempting for any man 
to resist. However, Vachtangov with 
two hatfuls of money was not content. 
His imagination was aglow. The whole 
idea became a bit of theatre. He had 
to resort to every device to open the 
pockets of those present. Soon came 
a new scene. Vachtangov jumped on 
a chair and auctioned off Tchekov. The 
noted writer stood near the chair, his 
expression so sheepish that one had to 
laugh. The people warmed up and 
began to bid. Tchekov was sold for a 
goodly sum, and Habimah by means of 
the bill collected by Vachtangov, was 
saved. 

The third act was finished. News- 
papers were already carrying notices 
of the Habimah's production of the 
Dybbuk under Vachtangov's direction. 
In our hearts we were somewhat scepti- 
cal. We all expected something to hap- 
pen. The costumes were new and 
rather unusual. The scenery was unus- 
ual too. The make-up was such that 
was never seen in Moscow. We were 
all curious as to the reception that 
Moscow would give us. 

Particularly were we interested in 
the impression which the play! would 
make on the "lions" in the theatre. (By 
"lions," we menat Stanislavsky, Dant- 
chenko, Katchaloff, Moskvin, Tchekov, 
and other well known Moscovites.) At 
one of the last rehearsals, during the 
scene of the chasidim, Vachtangov 
showed once more what great intuition 
he possessed. Discontinuing the re- 
hearsal, he shouted to us : "Are these 
chasidim, is it this what you call a 
chasid?" He then delivered a lecture on 
cJiasidim, worth of a Schecter or some 
other Jewish savant. He spoke so con- 
vincingly that everybody had to believe 
him. After the explanation, he walked 
on the stage and showed us how to 
play a chasid. He played tearfully and 
with great exaltation. Then turning to 
us he said: "That is the way to play a 
cliasid." That night the chasidim were 
acted right and that saved the third act. 

Two weeks after that came the pre- 
miere. Vachtangov was pale and ex- 
cited ; the actors nervous and high 
strung. We were told that all the most 
prominent people of the theatre were 
in the house. Vachtangov was back 



stage and had a good word for all of 
us. One he corrected, another he made 
up, on a third he fitted a wig, and to 
everyone he smiled benignly, like a 
mother ready to display the beauty of 
her children. The gong was finally 
sounded for the third time. We were 
all gathered around Vachtangov wait- 
ing for the final word. Sternly he ad- 
dressed us, "Did we realize what this 
night meant to us, did we know that 
Stanislavsky and others were in the 
theatre ?" 

THE first act was over. The audience 
responded coldly. The second act 
was about to begin. Vachtangov came 
into our dressing rooms and said good- 
naturedly: "Children, here is where we 
raise them out of their seats." The act 
did take the audience by storm. We 
had to stop the dance, until the ap- 
plause subsided. Vachtangov's genius 
conquered. 

After the performance, we all sur- 
rounded Vachtangov and sang his Ar- 
menian song. We did not leave him 
until late that night. He kissed us all 
good-bye and wept. We wept with 
him. It looked as if we were parting 
forever. Everyone felt that if this 
mood weren't immediately changed, we 
would all soon be on the point of hys- 
teria. Vachtangov went to the center 
of the theatre, and smilingly began to 
address us in Hebrew. He soon passed 
over to one of the monologues in the 
Dybbuk. . . . He then changed his pose 
to that of the messenger, and then said : 
"And now, let us sing our melody, my 
favorite Armenian melody. We all be- 
gan to sing, then we danced. 

Vachtangov was ill again. The good 
news of the phenomonal success of the 
Dybbuk was brought to him. Moscow 
was all agog with this performance. 
There was hardly a journal that did 
not mention praise or accept the New 
Vachtangov Style. Just for the curi- 
osity of it, they went to see the "New 
Theatre." However, Moscow did not 
know that Vachtangov was planning a 
new surprise with 'Princess Turandot.' 
He could not attend the premiere, be- 
cause he was not allowed to leave his 
sick bed. Stanislavsky called him on 
the phone after every act and told him 
how it went over. After the Dyhbuk 
and Turandot, everybody recognized 
the fact that a new theatre form had 

(Continued on Page 22) 
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The Legend of the Idle Clergyman 

{Continued from Page 13) 



spend day after day and night after 
night merely sitting at the meetings of 
his auxiliary units. He therefore asks 
the leaders and members of these 
groups to be satisfied with such time, 
as in his judgment, he can give to them. 
The clergyman must split himself up 
into a myriad pieces, and do the best 
he can in each role he is called upon to 
fill. If he attends any gathering, he 
must shake hands with hundreds of 
persons, know each ones' name and in- 
dividual interests ; in nine cases out of 
ten, each person has something to say 
to him or ask from him by way of in- 
formation or personal service, and the 
inevitable memorandum sheet is 
brought constantly into play. 

THE clergyman must supervise the 
church or synagogue publications, 
however much assistance he may have 
in the initial preparation of them. He 
supervises the religious school, often- 
times comprising several hundred pu- 
pils of ages from 6 to 20, and while 
he may have a corps of assistants, the 
planning, the introduction of ever-im- 
proved material and methods, the daily 
conferences to analyze work that has 
bL-en done, and to plan work which is 
to be done entail a vast amount of 
time, thought and energy. The clergy- 
man also seeks to know each pupil by 
name, and through the confirmation 
classes, may instruct through his own 
tutelage as many as ten per cent of the 
entire registration of pupils each year. 
There are telephone calls, letters and 
interviews, with reference to pupils and 
their needs; there are omnipresent and 
ever-new problems which require judg- 
ment, advice, and solution. 

The clergyman must concern him- 
self with stimulating membership, with 
raising money for the church or syna- 
gogue as a whole, and for various 
projects connected with it. The con- 
ferences with the boards and commit- 
tees of the lay workers and leaders of 
the institution are likewise important. 
It is in the pastoral field that the mod- 
em clergyman must continue to prove 
himself continuously active, sympa- 
thetic and alert. The sick must be 
telephoned or visited; on joyous oc- 
casions there must be messages in wri- 
ting, by telephone or in person ; in sor- 
row, the clergyman when called upon 
to officiate at a funeral, visits the fa- 



mily before and after the services, at- 
tends prayer services in the home, and 
in every way possible seeks to show 
consideration and attention. There are 
birthday and anniversary congratula- 
tions which must go forth with pre- 
cision and promptness. There are pas- 
toral calls to the limit of the minister's 
health and time, and a multitude of at- 
tentions arising out of personal con- 
tacts and friendships between the cler- 
gyman and his congregants. 

Again and again the minister is call- 
ed upon to help settle family disputes, 
one of the most taxing and intricate of 
his tasks. He must advise young peo- 
ple who have snarled up their relation- 
ships with their parents ; he must help 
a young wife or husband when domes- 
tic controversies grow acute ; he must 
come to the aid of a student who may 
be in temporary difficulty at his school. 
There are multitudes of letters of re- 
commendation to be written for stu- 
dents wishing admission to college ; for 
young people or adults seeking employ- 
ment, and the like. The clergyman 
finds it necessary, in order to save 
health and strength, to have a private 
entrance to his church or Temple Study 
so that his time will not be consumed 
by persons soliciting help, whom the 
clergyman's secretary can advise. For 
the modern minister acts as an inter- 
mediary, between those who wish em- 
ployment and those few who can fur- 
nish it. Someone is always literally 
and figuratively tugging at his sleeve 
for a favor or practical aid, and they 
are never satisfied to see the clergy- 
man's representatives, but always de- 
mand to see the minister himself. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that 
many clergymen of today believe that 
the religious institution is imperfectly 
organized. The laity expect too much 
of their ministers, because they have 
no appreciation of the load, the burden, 
which they must bear. I have said no- 
thing in this discourse of the thousand 
invitations which come to the fairly- 
well-known minister. He is asked to 
speak in synagogues and churches, be- 
fore welfare organizations, young peo- 
ple's groups, women's clubs, and lea- 
gues, good-will groups, veterans groups 
and at a myriad other occasions. It is 
the hardest thing in the world to say 
"Xo", for those who invite can become 
positively insulting in their insistence. 



1 f the clergyman speaks occasionally on 
the radio, it is because he thereby con- 
serves energy, and reaches many shut- 
ins of his own congregation. 

NOR have I mentioned the meetings 
of the ministers associations and 
conferences, assemblies and committee 
meetings, which the clergyman is asked 
to attend. There are philanthropic, 
civic and communal tasks to which he 
is invited, and the stream of invita- 
tions, through the mail and telephone, 
is continuous. The most outlandish 
requests come to the liberal clergyman, 
and each one requires his personal re- 
ply and attention. At home his tele- 
phone rings constantly, particularly at 
meal time, when it is surmised he will 
be available ; in his study, there are 
unceasing messages, and next the min- 
ister himself, the minister's personal 
secretary is a most harassed and driven 
person, trying to keep abreast of the 
accumulated correspondence, taking 
dictation in the evenings and helping 
the clergyman as his "alter ego" to 
keep in touch with his appointments 
and the host of persons whose life he 
influences. If a situation like the help 
of the German refugees arises, it be- 
comes almost a professional task, and 
in times of crisis, the clergyman, par- 
ticularly when other organizations may 
not meet the need speedily or widely 
enough, is expected to step in. 

There is much more which could be 
written regarding the modern minister 
in action. Preacher, teacher, organizer, 
executive, pastor, ministrant, social 
service advisor, representative of his 
own church or synagogue in denomi- 
national associations, representative of 
his own denomination in larger ecclesi- 
astical groups,— the clergyman today 
is a living symbol of what religion and 
its institutions mean in the contempor- 
ary scene. 

Why have I brought this material to 
the attention of the public ? Not be- 
cause the modern clergyman wishes 
sympathy ; he only desires understand- 
ing and a more humane attitude by the 
laity towards himself and his work. 
Like the physician, who is constantly 
on call, like the public servant who is 
at the beck and call of his clientele, 
the modern clergyman, like his pre- 
decessors in all ages, in churches and 

(Continued on Page 22) 
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(Continued from Page 10) 



Jewry has failed and has been found 
wanting. 

Now I can well understand and ap- 
preciate the psychological and histori- 
cal factors that prevented the Jew of 
Brooklyn from playing the important 
role that should have been his. The 
overwhelming majority of the Jews 
who settled in Brooklyn came to Amer- 
ica within the last twenty-five or thirty 
years from eastern Europe. They 
came from lands where all rights, all 
privileges, all opportunities were de- 
nied them. Suddenly they found them- 
selves in a country of blessed oppor- 
tunity, where freedom reigned su- 
preme, where every man was given the 
privilege of developing his gifts in al- 
most every field of endeavor. They 
were soon busy making the most of 
this opportunity. 

I have no fault to find with my 
people. They had to work hard to 
make up for all that they missed. But 
— and here is the significant fact that 
presents itself to us as we review the 
last twenty-five years — there must be 
a time when we can say : Enough ! 
Time noW to halt ! Time now to think 
of something else beside the material 
rush for life ! 

The patriarch Jacob, too, when he 
fled from the wrath of his brother 
Esau and came to the land of Laban, 
made the most of his new opportu- 
nities. He toiled and struggled until 
he "increased exceedingly, and had 
large flocks, and maid servants and 
men servants, and camels and asses". 
But he did not make it an endless 
effort, to the exclusion of all else in 
life. He took stock with himself, and 
suddenly cried out : "And now, when 
shall I also provide for mine own 
house" ? 

The time has now come when Brook- 
lyn Jewry can and must ask itself this 
question : "And now when shall I also 
provide for mine own house — for the 
House of Israel?" We have spent our 
years in the amassing of the material 
things of life ; it is now time to begin 
to provide for the spiritual values of 
our people, the values that shall give 
meaning and purpose to our lives as 
Jews ! 

* * * 

It is to this task of making Brooklyn 
Jewry play the historic role destined 
for it, of inspiring it to grow not only 
in size but in greatness as well, that I 



have dedicated my ministry this past 
quarter of a century. It is to this task 
that every Rabbi here worthy of his 
calling has dedicated his life. 

And I have had the dream too that 
our Center, having done so much for 
the development of Jewish life, will 
take the lead in this higher task of 
moulding and fashioning a Jewish 
Community in Brooklyn that shall be- 
come a source of blessedness to world- 
Israel. Because of the opportunities 
that are ours, because of the position 
that we hold, because of the recogni- 
tion we have won, it is our privilege 
and our duty now to lead, — to lead in 
responsibility, in thought, in work and 
in will ! 



THE IDLE CLERGYMAN 

(Continued from Page 21) 

synagogues, large and small, goes on 
his way, praying to the Lord for health, 
for energy, for good cheer, so that he 
may bear up under the pressure of his 
duties, and survive the hair-trigger life 
which his chosen career imposes upon 
him. If the laity give to the clergy- 
man the assistants, the support and the 
helpers he requires, and if they do not 
themselves make impossible demands 
upon him, if they appreciate that when 
he is forced to decline an invitation, 
it is because of necessity — then the 
clergy of today will find themselves in 
their middle years less depleted of 
strength, less the victims of the pace 
at which their life is geared. 



YEMENITE CHANTEUSE 

(Continued from Page 4) 

Halevy is such a talent. In Europe, 
where the art of the chanteuse is bet- 
ter known, this singing actress and 
dancer received the highest critical ac- 
claim. She received the same delighted 
appreciation in Town Hall. 

On Monday evening, February 3, 
she will appear at the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center, replacing the usual forum. Her 
repertoire will include songs in He- 
brew, Arabian and Persian. As a- 
gainst the $2.20 top price charged at 
her usual recitals the Center has been 
able, with the cooperation of S. Hurok, 
her manager, to keep the tickets down 
to fifty, seventy-five cents and a dollar. 



THE HABIMAH 

(Continued from Page 20) 
been created and that its creator was 
too sick to observe the results of his 
labor. His condition became worse 
from day to day. .We used to visit 
him in groups and he had a good word 
for every one of us. 

On May 29, 1922, at one of the per- 
formances of the Moscow Art Thea- 
tre, the actors were interrupted, and 
Nemirovitch Dantchenko came out and 
asked the audience to rise. Word had 
just come that Yevgeny Bagratiano- 
vitch Vachtangov had died. There was 
a dead silence in the theatre. There 
were sighs and sobs from many cor- 
ners. The next day, theatrical Moscow 
mournfuly followed the hearse of this 
great teacher and creator. The mem- 
bers of Habimah followed the casket, 
sad, orphaned and bereft of its great 
director and guide. 



ROTHSCHILD MEMORIAL 
DAY 

(Continued from Page 4) 
He was all of them at different times 
of his career. These three character- 
istics were his as stages of his devel- 
opment. He was philanthropist at 
first with all the evils incident to phil- 
anthrophy. Witness the memorable 
misdeeds of his administrations, fol- 
lowed by the revolts of the farmers, 
etc. But already in 1887, upon his 
visit to Zichron, he sounded a note of 
a Chcver Zion when he declared, that 
there was a possibility of forming in 
Palestine a veritable Kibbaz Galuyoth. 

For a long time the philanthropist 
and the zionist were combatting each 
other within him. Only twelve years 
later, during a meeting with the repre- 
sentatives of the Yishuv in Egypt, he 
demanded from them faith in the ideal 
and spoke of hopes which were bound 
to be realized. Then he was recreated. 
He went forth as a veritable man of 
spirit, another Herzl. Mr. Smilansky 
concluded : "The Baron left sons, in- 
deed, but not a son to follow in his 
footsteps. Many are his heirs, but not 
one to inherit his ideals". 



ART EXHIBIT TO CLOSE THIS 
SUNDAY EVENING 

The Exhibit of the Educational Al- 
liance Art School, which is now being 
held in our Lounge Room, will close 
this Sunday evening, January 12th. 
The Exhibit includes drawings, paint- 
ings, etchings, metal work, wood car- 
vings and textiles. 
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NOT ONLY 
IN TIMES 
OF DISTRESS 



Inevitably death must visit every home. 
At such times the living are plunged into 
mourning and distress, and it is an addition- 
al burden to them to be forced to care for 
details which should have been looked after 
earlier. 

Select a final resting place when it is pos- 
sible to do so easily, and with consideration. 
And when you select one of the plots of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Sub-division of the Old 
Montefiore Cemetery at Springfield, L. I., 
you know that you have selected ground 
that is distinguished by beauty and dignity 
— and is a tribute to the memories of those 
who have passed on. 

The Secretary of the Center will be glad 
to furnish you with details. Convenient 
terms may be arranged. 



BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 

667 EASTERN PARKWAY BROOKLYN, N. Y. 



DIGNIFIED AND 
DISTINCTIVE SER- 
VICES AT HOME 
OR CHAPEL 



FLATBUSH MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
WM. SHERMAN AND SONS 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 



1283 CONEY ISLAND 
AVENUE . . . BROOK- 
LYN, NEW YORK 

Phone Mldwood 8-3300 

Branch: 125 Varet St. 

Phone: PUIaski 5-0167 



All-Year Resolution 



oMake-and keep this resolution: 

"Knowing that numerous 
ailments come from the 
feet I will wear only such 
shoes that are made for 
foot-health/' 



Tree-Mark shoes are made for foot-health. 
They are made scientifically to fit various 
types of feet, and they are made to provide 
the maximum comfort and support. Tree- 
Mark shoe specialists are at your service to 
examine your feet with an x-ray machine and 
to prescribe only the correct size and last. 



Tree-Mark Shoe Company 

6 DELANCEY STREET NEW YORK 
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JEWS IN RUSSIA 



MOSES MENDELSSOHN 
DIED 150 YEARS AGO 

THEY TAKE THE TRICKS 



JEWISH EXPLOITATION 
FOR JEWISH ENDS 

A NEW CHAMPION IN SPORTS 
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USE... 

Paragon 
FUEL OILS 

CORRECTLY GRADED FOR 
SKYSCRAPER, HOTEL, 
APARTMENT HOUSE 
INDUSTRIAL PLANT 
AND PRIVATE DWELLING 

. . . Day and Night Service . . . 

Paragon Oil Company 

Incorporated 

75 Bridgewater Street Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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A JEWISH "NOBEL" PRIZE 

AMERICAN Jews have reason 
to be proud that the first prize 
awarded by the Bialik Founda- 
tion in Palestine for the best work that 
has been produced in the last few years 
in the field of Jewish scholarships, 
went to Professor Israel Davidson, of 
the Jewish Theological Seminary in 
New York. 

The Bialik Foundation was created 
by the Jewish Agency immediately af- 
ter the death of the immortal Hebrew 
Poet, Chaim Nachman Bialik, to serve 
as a living memorial to his sainted 
memory. The Foundation will award 
annual prizes to the foremost creators 
in the fields of Hebrew scholarship, 
poetry and belles lettres. 

American Jewry may indeed con- 
gratulate itself that one of its scholars 
has won this deserved recognition and 
thus brought honor and distinction to 
all the Jews of this land. 



man — ■ "We shall not forsake our 
brethren ! Our hearts and our substance 
are theirs!" — I. H. L. 



OUR ANSWER TO THE 
JEWISH DELEGATION 

THE recent Palestine Conference 
which took place in Washington 
and at which the three distin- 
guished members of the British Jewish 
Delegation pleaded the cause of our 
stricken brethren in Germany, gave the 
answer for all American Jews when it 
pledged to raise the millions needed to 
rescue at least the younger generation 
from the living hell in Nazi Germany, 
and to found a home for many of them 
in the Jewish Homeland in Palestine. 

The members and worshippers of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center have never 
wavered in their love for Palestine nor 
in their interest in behalf of their un- 
fortunate brethren in Germany and in 
other lands. They have answered the 
appeals that came to them in the past. 
We are confident that they will respond 
in yet fuller measure to the appeal that 
has just been made. 

The community is already being mo- 
bilized. Under the active chairmanship 
of Judge Nathan S weedier, plans are 
being prepared to reach every Jew in 
our community. To the call of the Brit- 
ish Delegation we shall respond, as one 



THE EXTENT OF ANTI- 
SEMITISM IN THE U. S. A. 

ABOUT a year ago a prominent 
Jewish leader discussed from 
the Center Forum platform the 
subject of anti-Semitism in America 
and whether the Jew is safe or unsafe 
in this country. Before beginning his 
address he appealed to the sense of 
fair play on the part of the "gentle- 
men of the press" present at the meet- 
ing and requested that they have a 
private conference with him immedi- 
ately following the meeting. Appar- 
ently the speaker felt that while anti- 
Semitism in America may be discussed 
publicly, one must be careful about 
the subject in print. The great inter- 
est shown by the audience in the dis- 
cussion of the Jew's future in the 
United States proved conclusively that 
the problem is giving us some concern 
and that our sense of security is dis- 
appearing. One could not conceive of 
such doubts before the advent of Hit- 
ler. There is a feeling that events in 
Nazi Germany have had their reper- 
cusions even in our own country. 



We have no way of gauging ac- 
curately the extent of the like or dis- 
like for the Jew in this country. We 
are guided in our judgment more by 
instinct than by facts. When Fortune 
wanted to make a study of anti- 
Semitism it phrased an indirect ques- 
tion — "Do you believe that in the 
long run Germany will be better or 
worse off if it drives out the Jews?" 
Fifty four per cent answered "worse", 
while fourteen per cent replied "bet- 
ter", the inference being that those 
who believed that Germany will be the 
loser by driving the Jews out of the 
country, are friendly to the Jews. The 
small number of those who believed 
that Germany will be the gainer thru 
anti-Semitism, is encouraging indeed, 
though there is no telling how many 
more could be added to that group 
from among the 31.4 per cent of those 
who answered ''don't know". 

For lack of more accurate statistics 
on the subject of anti-Semitism, we 
shall rest content with the poll under- 
taken. We should also be pleased to 
share that magazine's conclusion that 
the Jew is not unpopular in this coun- 
try, for no other reason than that it is 
much more comfortable to he reas- 
sured of one's future. 

-J. G. 



THE MORTGAGE SETTLEMENT— OUR NEW 
RESPONSIBILITY 



THREE and a half years of sus- 
pense was ended about a month 
ago when Justice Brower, in the 
Kings County Supreme Court, gave 
his assent to the plan for the settle- 
ment of the Mortgage on the Center 
building. 

Space does not permit a recital of 
the anxiety that accompanied this long 
period of protracted negotiations, dur- 
ing which time the future of our 
building was in doubt and, very often, 
in grave danger. We are happy that 
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this period of uncertainty is over and 
that we may now go on with our work 
unhampered by the uncertainties of the 
near future. 

The Supreme Court decision, how- 
ever, brings with it the added respon- 
sibility of raising the necessary funds 
to meet the terms of the mortgage set- 
tlement. To this end a campaign is 
now being conducted which will cul- 
minate with the Mortgage Settlement 
Dinner on March 22nd. Mr. Phillip 
Brenner and Mr. Louis W. Bernard 
have agreed to serve as Chairman and 
Treasurer, respectively, of the Dinner 
Committee. We are confident that 
they and their committee will receive 
the unanimous support of the Center 
membership in their endeavors lo make 
the event a huge success. 
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Jewish Exploitation for Jewish Ends 



"Jewish exploitation for Jewish 
ends" has been an evil often felt by 
many Jewish institutions, but seldom 
mentioned in print. Synagogues, and 
particularly Jewish Centers, have been 
the chief victims of tins abuse. Groups 
are being formed from time to time 
to help this or that cause, movement 
or charitable organization. The parti- 
cular aim in which they are momen- 
tarily interested becomes uppermost in 
their minds, and nothing else in Jezv- 
ish life matters. They hold themselves 
entitled to the facilities of the buildings 
in which they wish to meet, little re- 
alizing tJiat the upkeep of the building 
and the use of the meeting rooms en- 
tail an expense which is a real burden 
to these institutions. 

It is of great importance for the 
further existence of the Synagogues 
and Centers that this exploitation cease 
in Jewish communal life. For* that rea- 
son, we are indebted to the editors of 
the "Re constructionist" published by 
the Society for the Advancement of 
Judaism, for the accompanying editor- 
ial, which the "Review" reprints with 
their permission. — Ed. 

EXPLOITATION is an ugly phe- 
nomenon in whatever form it ap- 
pears. It involves the use of a 
commodity or a service without recog- 
nition on the part of the user of his 
full responsibility to those who create 
that commodity or offer that service. 
But does the policy of exploitation be- 
come any the more honorable when it 
is directed toward some worthwhile 
end? This question is by no means 
academic. We raise it only because it 
obtrudes itself constantly in Jewish 
life. 

American Jewry is possessed of an 
abundance of Jewish organizations 
which range in scope from national, 
such as community centers and feder- 
ations, all the way to sub-communal 
hospitals, homes for the aged and or- 
phan asylums — in brief, a multiplicity 
too large to be enumerated in detail. 
Each of these is devoted to some spe- 
cific group of sympathizers. Many of 
these organizations are concerned en- 
tirely with fund raising, others are in- 
terested in cultural activities as well. 
Rut both alike experience from time to 
time the necessity of calling upon other 
Jewish organizations. There are meet- 
ings to be held and a meeting place is 
indispensable. A program must be pre- 



pared. One requires that a cantor of- 
fer musical numbers or that a rabbi or 
educator deliver a lecture. Almost in- 
variably these organizations feel that 
they are entitled to the services of the 
institutions or the individuals upon 
whom they call without assuming any 
obligation in return. For are they not 
engaged in Jewish causes? Do not syn- 
agogues and Jewish centers exist to 
further Jewish life? Are not rabbis, 
educators and cantors dedicated to the 
advancement of the Jewish cause ? 
Thus it comes to pass that almost every 
Jewish oragnization has become an ex- 
ploiter of some other Jewish organiza- 
tion or of Jewish personalities. 

The extent of this irresponsible ex- 
ploitation for worthwhile Jewish ends 
can best be illustrated in the experience 
of synagogues and rabbis. The syna- 
gogue auditorium is used, the rabbi 
speaks, the meeting adjourns, the mem- 
bers of the organization disperse, and 
none of them feels any responsibility 
toward the maintenance of the syna- 
gogue or its personnel. It is assumed 
that the synagogue will be there when 
next the Ladies' Auxiliary of the Bi- 
kur Holim Hospital wishes to meet 
and that the rabbi and cantor will be 
available to supply a program. 

It is not our contention that each 
individual cause does not have merit. 
Our protest is directed against that at- 
titude toward Jewish life which sees 
only the fragments and not the whole. 
American Jewry is an organism. No 



YIDDISH literature has lately been 
enriched by one of our own Center 
members, Dr. Abraham Asen, who re- 
cently published his translations of 
twenty-five choicest gems of the crea- 
tions of the great Irish poet, Thomas 
Moore. 

Dr. Asen is well known for his past 
achievements in translating into Yid- 
dish the works of the great poets of 
the world. The poems of Lord Byron, 
Longfellow, Walt Whitman, the Rub- 
aiyat of Omar Khayyam, have become 



one cause can flourish unless the sup- 
porters of that cause support the whole 
of Jewish life. Hadassah work in Pal- 
estine, J. D. C. enterprises in Europe 
depend in great measure upon the as- 
sistance rendered by other Jewish in- 
stitutions and by Jewish persons pro- 
fessionally engaged in Jewish work. 
We wish to remind the members of 
individual organizations that they owe 
a responsibility to Jewish causes out- 
side their specific interests. No one 
has fulfilled his Jewish obligations by 
becoming a member of the Zionist 
group and listening to a lecture by a 
Jewish educator until he has given his 
full support to the institution which 
maintains that educator. Ultimately 
this whole issue points once again to 
the need of a planned Jewish com- 
munity in which an organized Jewry 
shall collectively support and maintain 
individual Jewish causes. Under those 
circumstances a rabbi or educator, as 
one limb of that community, could hon- 
orably be called upon to assist some 
other. But until that condition in 
American Jewish life is obtained, rab- 
bis, educators, synagogues and com- 
munity centers are being used irres- 
ponsibly. In brief, they are being ex- 
ploited. Any person of ethical sensi- 
tivity will recognize that fact and will 
undertake to identify himself not with 
one isolated Jewish cause but also with 
those other causes which give aid and 
comfort to that which is closest to him. 

— The Reconstructionist 



treasured possession of Yiddish readers 
through his magnificent translations. 

This new little volume of the poems 
of Thomas Moore reveals the same 
poetic gift, the same fine understand- 
ing of the soul of the poet, that Dr. 
Asen shows in his previous efforts. He 
has succeeded not only in translating 
the words and thoughts of the original 
writer, but also to transport into the 
Yiddish language the very genius and 
spirit of the original works. 

ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 



THOMAS MOORE in YIDDISH 

(TRANSLATED BY DR. ABRAHAM ASEN) 
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JEWS IN RUSSIA 



By M. AVINADOV 

[Correspondence to The Rcviczi,') 



NEARLY four months have 
elapsed since my trip to Rus- 
sia, yet my impressions gained 
by this visit are still fresh and vivid, 
and, what is more, my delay in putting 
them down in writing has in two ways 
helped to strengthen and clarify them. 

In the first place, a tourist is. by 
the very nature of things, bound to be 
influenced by chance circumstances, 
such as his personal comfort or dis- 
comfort during his stay in the country, 
bv the condition in which his relatives 
and friends found themselves, by the 
fact that his findings were above or 
below his expectations. These, and 
similar factors, have this in common, 
that they are transitory, and the im- 
pressions formed by them weaken and 
wane as time passes. 

In the second place, impressions are, 
as a rule, subjective in their essence, 
and if they are to be of any objective 
value at all they must first come 
through the mill of outside criticism. 
Once you utter an opinion in public, 
you are reminded of the other side of 
the story, you are argued against, you 
are coerced to either defend your stand 
or yield partly, or wholly, in this or 
that point. What remains unaffected 
with you then is what is of value. 

It is because of this that I have for 
a long time refused invitations to lec- 
ture or write about my impressions of 
Russia. I have mistrusted them my- 
self and have wished to try them out 
first in the heat of arguments with both 
friend and foe of the U. S. S. R. In 
the form I present them now I believe 
them to be trimmed of personal bias, 
and hence deserving of an impartial 
hearing. 

The aims, generally speaking, of a 
tourist in modern Russia are wholly 
different from those of visitors to other 
countries. One visits Europe primarily 
to get acquainted with the old centers 
of culture, with the accumulated riches 
in the museums and Cathedrals, with 
historic palaces and institutions. One 
is drawn also by a desire to learn the 
living history of various peoples, their 
tongues and manners. To none of the 
European countries, however, does the 
tourist come with a wish to learn how 
to live or how not to live, to gather 
facts of foreign experience worthy of 
imitation for himself and his fellow 
countrymen, or. on the contrary, to 
learn of facts that may serve as a warn- 
ing to him and his own. 



( )ne s main purpose in going to Rus- 
sia, however, is to see the results of 
the new life brought about by an eco- 
nomic upheaval. Moreover, one wishes 
to evaluate this new life in terms of 
the personal and general good. You 
visit Russia's cultural institutions, you 
examine her new industrial accomplish- 
ments, you mingle with the masses and 
try to get their reaction to the experi- 
ment performed on their backs, — all 
this with one view in mind : to be able 
to weigh honestly this new order in the 
light of foreign ideals and living. 

BEFORE I offer my opinion of the 
things seen in Russia, and the con- 
clusions I have come to, I prefer to 
present a series of personal meetings 
with people which speak for them- 
selves. Some are of a negative charac- 
ter, and some are positive, yet all bear 
the mark of truth and openmindedness. 

An elderly man of about seventy, a 
former Jewish meiskie in a rather large 
provincial town who has most of his 
family in Eretz Israel, replied thus to 
the question as to how he liked con- 
ditions : 

(a) The rouble ought to be fixed so 
as to possess a definite value, other- 
wise you can get little for it. To one, 
who like myself, depends for his sub- 
sistance upon help sent from abroad 
this is of vital importance. 

(b) The repressions against Yiddish- 
keit. What really does it matter to 
them whether or not I live religiously, 
go to Slud to pray, keep kasliruth, and 
so on ? And. 

(c) Lastly.' how long, and to what 
purpose, will they keep the doors closed 
to those wishing to leave the country ? 
Would it not be better for them to get 
rid of all the undesirables? Besides. 
I could then leave this place myself 
and finish the rest of my days in peace. 

"Continental Hotel'" at Kiev is the 
tourist home. People go in and out 
of it and nobody seems to be troubled 
about them except the officials carrying 
on routine work. Some of my relatives 
and friends visited me there quite 
often and freely. Yet once, as we were 
sitting in my room discussing some 
matters, a warning was uttered that we 
had better keep away from criticism 
of any kind ; or better still, limit the 
conversation to irrelevant things. But 



why, I wondered ? Were we not in 
my private room, among friends ? And 
besides, did we not converse in whis- 
pers ? "But who knows whether there 
are no secret telephones in the walls?'' 
was the prompt reply. This suspicion 
was groundless, yet the fear it evoked 
indicated the state of mind of the in- 
habitants. 

A Palestine lady touring Russia at 
the same time invited me to visit her 
at her sister's while in Leningrad. 
During my visit there I was again star- 
tled by these fears and suspicions. Al- 
ways and everywhere, in her room, in 
the street, in the theatre, my friend's 
sister kept the strictest guard over our 
conversation lest it turn from the com- 
monplace. "You strangers", she told 
me, "have no sense at all as to how 
to behave here. In truth, why should 
you ? Soon enough you will be gone 
and will have forgotten it all. but we 
who remain will have to pay for vour 
carelessness". Xot even speaking in 
Hebrew was permissable. "You may 
be sure", she insisted, "that 'their men' 
know Hebrew as well. What do they 
not know?" This lady explained to us 
that this timidity was the result of last 
year's oppressive measures, which were 
caused in turn by the murder of Kirov, 
the chief of Leningrad. 

IX Moscow I met an old friend of 
mine, a forum leader of the Zionist 
youth, a Hebrew writer and poet. Dur- 
ing our first meeting which took place 
in his own room, and in the presence 
of some friends, he bitterly attacked the 
Zionist activities and kept on denoun- 
cing all "separatistic" tendencies of the 
Jewish National movement. At first I 
deemed it necessary to argue against 
him, but soon I suspected a certain lack 
of openheartedness on his part and 
begged for another meeting at a quiet 
"kosher"' place where we might con- 
verse undisturbed. He brought me two 
hours past midnight into a forlorn 
gypsy tavern on a boat anchored in 
the Moscow river. There we found a 
solitary table, ordered some beer and to 
the sound of loud music we resumed 
our conversation. How different was 
its content then ! We spoke in whis- 
pers and in Hebrew, but as soon as the 
music stopped, we too out short our 
{Continued on page 14) 
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THEY TAKE THE TRICKS 

By PAUL G. GOLDBERG 
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Sidney S. Lenz 

WHEN the time arrives for the 
historian to set down the 
names of the great in the 
world of bridge, a recreation that num- 
bers millions of devotees, one of the 
more prominent of those immortalized 
will be Sidney S. Lenz, the German- 
Jewish expert. 

Mr. Lenz has passed the zenith of 
his fame but because he is a pleasing 
commentator and a gentleman-player, 
as opposed to one who makes a living 
from the cards, as well as a gentleman 
in other ways, Mr. Lenz enjoys a really 
unique distinction. 

When auction first was introduced 
in the early years of the 20th century 
it was Lenz possibly more than any- 
body else who served to make it a 
popular game in America. At the 
time he was a well-to-do lumberman 
and needed no additional income from 
writing or playing, but so interested 
did he become in bridge that he de- 
cided to devote all of his leisure time 
to its advancement. 

As a result he wrote a classic of the 
game, "Lenz on Bridge" in two vol- 
umes, a book distinguished both by its 
keen analysis of the play of the hand 
and by its humor. The book, though 
of course outmoded today, is still re- 
cognized as one of the finest ever done, 
and among its greatest boosters is Ely 
Culbertson. 

With the advent of contract some 
years ago, Lenz' popularity waned, 
lie originated his own 1-2-3 system, 
but because he had been devoted to auc- 
tion be could not bridge the gap to 
contract easily. Hut he remains to- 



day an outstanding writer (he is bridge 
editor of "Judge") and a distinguished 
gentleman honored and respected by 
all. 

* * * 

Willard Karn is another Jewish 
player about whom much has been 
said. Perhaps the most disappointing 
feature of Mr. Karn's career was that 
it was nipped at the bud. Looked upon 
as one of the most promising of all 
bridgers, Mr. Karn several years ago 
actively retired from the game. A 
contribution of his that will not be 
forgotten is his epoch-making "Bridge 
Service", a volume of 300-odd pages 
for both beginners and advanced play- 
ers. As a compendium of contract 
play it has few equals. 

# $ # 

Several weeks ago it was the pleas- 
ure of a Jewish sports promoter, Mike 
Jacobs, to introduce to the very spec- 
tacle-conscious American public a new 
form of divertissement. Having suc- 
cessfully exploited the Negro sensa- 
tion, Joe Louis, as a heavyweight box- 
er, Jacobs could see no reason why a 
game patronized by millions of adults 
in the United States could not also be- 
come a sturdy financial investment. 

In brief it was the plan of this as- 
tute builder-upper to sponsor a world's 
bridge championship. He readily 
enough enlisted the services of the 
"Four Aces", undisputed champions 
of America, and invited a French team, 
titleholders of Europe, to come over 
to this side and do battle, with a level 
table as the battlefield, cards as wea- 
pons and grand slams, psychic bids, 
trump coups and end plays among the 
mechanics of warfare. 

Three of the Four Aces, are Jewish. 
From left to right they are David 
Burnstine, the captain ; Howard 
Schencken and Michael Gottlieb. The 
fourth, Oswald Jacoby is believed to 
be Jewish, but it is difficult to obtain 
an admission to this effect. He was 
not fated to compete in the internation- 
al controversy, because he was stricken 
with illness. His place in each of the 
preliminary sessions at the Essex 
House and the final in Madison Square 
Garden (Jacobs' piece dc resistance) 
was filled by a substitute. 

There was an element of revenge in 
this contest. It was staged under the 
bitter protest of Ely Culbertson, who 



lirst began to see the tremendous finan- 
cial possibilities of this offspring of 
the old English whist. Culbertson was 
lirst discovered by his shrewd and bus- 
iness-like wife, Josephine, who married 
him and then helped him build up a 
venture that today yields him annually 
over half a million dollars, what with 
his books, lectures, "Bridge World 
Magazine", equipments, fees for teach- 
ers' licenses of his system, etc. 

Culbertson was disinclined to let 
these Four Aces, some of whom had 
been his sidekicks several years before, 
monopolize the public eye. They had 
written their own book, "The Four 
Aces System", and had begun to 
threaten his popularity. Accordingly 
he defied them in print and claimed 
that his team, not theirs, was the best 
in America. 

Complications in fact became so in- 
tensified that Culbertson was threat- 
ened by the Aces with a Supreme 
Court suit and injunction. The Aces 
wanted to restrain him from claiming 
that his team was the best. The}' said 
they had beaten him and that his (Cul- 
bertson's) team did not dare meet 
theirs. 

BURNSTINE is generallv recog- 
nized as the genius of the Four 
Aces. Master points are awarded the 
victors in each big-scale tournament 
and Burnstine has won more than any 
other bridger in the country, prima 
facie evidence of his surpassing skill. 
Six points a year are deducted from a 
master's record if he does not win dur- 
ing that time, but it is estimated that 
Burnstine can still retain the title of 
master even if he did not compete un- 
til the year 2023. 

Schencken, who twice won the na- 
tional title, is second, his term expir- 
ing in 2010, while Gottlieb would be 
71 when his term expires in 1971. 

Briefly, these Four Aces have won 
every major title in America and have 
cleaned up in every competition since 
they banded together three years ago. 
Before that. Burnstine. as one of the 
Four Horsemen, first began to attract 
attention. Schencken became attached 
to him in 1933 and Frey, now Cul- 
bertson's right-hand man. was re- 
placed by Gottlieb. They went to Eu- 
rope and defeated all competitors in 
every large city and then finding no 
{Continued on payc 23) 
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MOSES MENDELSSOHN DIED 150 

YEARS AGO 



(PART II ) 

THUS far we have treated rather 
extensively of Mendelssohn's in- 
fluence in the field of Jewish civic 
emancipation. We now turn briefly to 
his literary activities in the fields of 
German philosophy, psychology, aes- 
thetics and literary criticism and then 
to his purely Jewish works and his in- 
fluences there. 

Already in 1755, Lessing in review- 
ing Mendelssohn's "Philosophic Dia- 
logues" states that it must be the fruit 
of a man who had meditated pro- 
foundly, and in his criticism of Men- 
delssohn's "Concerning the Sensations" 
he praised the German style and its 
contents. Mendelssohn sought to break 
away from the professorial dry-as-dust 
Latin of philosophic discourse and 
from the French dilettantism of the 
Berlin litterateurs and German philoso- 
phical imitators. With Lessing in 
1755, he poked fun at the learned, in 
"Pope, a Metaphysician," and in 1760 
he even dared to criticize Frederick 
the Great's "Poesies diverses". Ger- 
man was self-sufficient a means of 
expression of literature and philosophy. 
German style should be cultivated and 
why go out of one's way to seek it 
in an artificial manner? Thus Nicolai 
and Mendelssohn began the publication, 
Bibliothek der schoenen Wissenschaf- 
ten uud der freien Kunstc to which he 
contributed studies on literature, phil- 
osophy and critical reviews. With 
Lessing and Abt, he started the publi- 
cation of the "Letters pertaining to the 
recent German literature," which raised 
the standards of German literature. 

In 1763 he won the prize of the 
Berlin Academy of Sciences with his 
essay "On Evidence in the Metaphysi- 
cal Sciences." Immanuel Kant, who 
was a superior philosopher, was placed 
second in this competition. In 1767, 
his "Phaedon, or concerning the Im- 
mortality of the Soul" appeared. In 
Elul 1768, he wrote in Hebrew to 
Hartwig Wessely that he originally 
thought of writing his work on the 
immortality of the soul in Hebrew — 
"for it is a belief to Which every 
faithful Jew subscribes". Why should 
he ascribe such sentiments to Socrates ? 
Did not Maimonides .teach this doc- 
trine? There were Aggadot and Mid- 
rashim aplenty upon which to draw. 



By ISIDORE S. MEYER 

But many had persuaded him to write 
in the vernacular, for many Jewish 
thinkers before him had done so by 
writing philosophy in their own ver- 
nacular, in Arabic. And since it was 
not to be in Hebrew, the form and 
contents of the work had been altered 
somewhat and Plato's method of pre- 
sentation was imitated. "Phaedon" 
was translated into English, French, 
Italian and other European languages. 
Mendelssohn was also well acquainted 
with English philosophy, with the 
works of Hobbes, Locke and Burke. 
He made an extensive review of the 
latter's "Philosophical Enquiry into 
the Origins of Our Ideas of the Sub- 
lime and the Beautiful". Moreover, 
in his "Letters concerning Art" and 
his "Relationship of the Good and the 
Beautiful" he made a distinct contri- 
bution to German aesthetics. Mention 
should also be made of his work on 
Maimonides "Terms of Logic". Thus 
from the standpoint of general Euro- 
pean culture and German philosophy, 
he was a follower of the Leibniz- 
Baumgarten-Wolffian school. In the 
fields of psychology, literary criticism 
and aesthetics, Mendelssohn wielded a 
great influence upon the men of his 
day. Of course time only proved that 
Kant as a philosopher and Lessing as 
a critic and writer were superior to 
him. But as a man, self-educated, with 
no university training, the first Jew to 
write in a German that Germans could 
accept and appreciate, he must be re- 
membered for the influence he wielded 
upon his contemporaries, — particularly 
for his insistence that German was a 
language of European culture which 
he by his very writings demonstrated. 

WE turn finally to Moses Mendels- 
sohn's activities as a Jew. We 
cannot enter into the Lavater-Bonnet 
incident of 1769 in which he was per- 
sonally challenged to choose between 
the alternative of acknowledging the 
absolute truth of Christianity and to 
draw the logical consequences there- 
from, — or, to deny the truth of Chris- 
tianity and proclaim the uniqueness of 
Judaism. Mendelssohn could have ig- 
nored the challenge. He, by nature, 
abhorred polemics. But the challenge 
had been a public one and he would 
not, for the sake of intellectual hones- 



ty, dodge the issue. Instead, he en- 
deavored to show how an enlightened 
man could remain a Jew. He was 
convinced of the truths of Judaism 
and would rather show by virtuous 
conduct than by polemics his raison 
d'etre for remaining- an observant Jew. 
His arguments in this controversy, his 
defense of his position as a Jew was 
elaborated upon in his preface to 
Herz's German translation of Menas- 
seh ben Israel's "Vindication of the 
Jews" and later in his more extended 
work "Jerusalem," which treated of 
ecclesiastical power and Judaism. Of 
"Jerusalem" Immanuel Kant said that 
he considered this work to be a procla- 
mation of a great reform — which al- 
though moving rather slowly onward 
— would afifect not only Mendelssohn's 
own people but others as well. Kant 
said "You have thoroughly and clearly 
demonstrated the necessity of an un- 
limited freedom of conscience in every 
religion." 

But before discussing "Jerusalem" 
mention should be made of his ac- 
tivities in behalf of his fellow-Jews. 
He was instrumental, in an endeavor 
to better the conditions of the Alsatian 
Jews, in having Christian Dohm write 
his work "On the Civil Melioration 
of the Jews." On other occasions he 
used his influence to aid some Swiss 
Jews, or to prevent the expulsion of 
a certain number of poor Jews from 
Dresden, for instance. Elsewhere he 
had zvritten of the Jiavoc of forced ex- 
ile and expulsion from one's own 
home. His correspondence with the 
communities of Altona, Schwerin and 
Triest, or a letter concerning the mere 
shipment of Esrogim show how close 
he was to things Jewish. His corres- 
pondence in Hebrew with David Wage- 
naar, Salomon Dubno, Herz Ullman, 
Avigdor Levi, Hartwig Leo; his ac- 
tivities as a Hebrew translator and as 
a contributor to the "Meassef" point 
to the beginnings of the neo-Hebrew 
renaissance which later developed ful- 
ly into the lOth century Haskalah 
movement. 

As defender of Jews and of Juda- 
ism, he had Marcus Herz translate 
Menasseh ben Israel's petition to Oli- 
ver C romwell for the readmission of 
the Jews to England in 1656. To this 
(Continued on next page) 
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"Vindication of the Jews" he added a 
preface. "It is curious to observe", 
said he, "how prejudice assumes the 
forms of all ages, on purpose to op- 
press us and to put obstacles in the 
way of our civil admission". Anyone 
acquainted with Josephus' "Against 
Apion" readily surmises the antiquity 
of this self-evident truth. "In the su- 
perstitious past, the Jews were accused 
of defiling sacred objects, the blood- 
libel, witchcraft, poisoning wells, un- 
belief, stubbornness et cetera. . . . 
Today, times are altered. These old 
calumnies have not the desired effect. 
Instead, we have other charges of su- 
perstition and ineptitude, want of 
moral feelings, taste and good man- 
ners, unfitness for arts, sciences and 
useful trades, nefarious practices, et 
cetera. Mirabeau had rightly declared 
to all this that once the gates of newer 
opportunities were opened for the 
Jews, the Jews could publicly refute 
these false and silly charges. Men- 
delssohn had been a living refutation 
to all this. Mendelssohn rightly ex- 
claimed, "They tie our hands and scold 
us for not making use of them" and 
he sums up in a plea for religious 
toleration and freedom. 

In '"Jerusalem" he sets about to an- 
alyze the functions of State and 
Church, Civil Government and Reli- 
gion, the relation of man to these in- 
stitutions and concludes with a discus- 
sion of Judaism in particular. State 
and Religion are distinct entities. The 
state coerces and dictates, uses physi- 
cal force, renounces the undutiful, em- 
ploys compulsion, punishes for the in- 
fraction of its rights by virtue of the 
nature of a social compact. Religion, 
on the other hand teaches and per- 
suades, employs love and benevolence, 
instructs and consoles, lays no claim 
to compulsory power. It has no right 
to excommunicate. The Church im- 
plants love of neighbor as rational be- 
ings. It has no right over goods and 
property, no claim to contributions or 
cessions, no compulsory rights. It has 
only a right to exhort, instruct, forti- 
fy, console. Of its members it can 
only ask for an inclined ear and a do- 
cile heart. It has no right to punish 
actions, no privilege to employ coercion 
and bribery. Religion buys nothing 
and pays for nothing and allozvs for 
no images. The right of the individual 
to his persuasions is inalienable and 
cannot pass from one person to another. 
The best government to be recom- 
mended to a church is none; and if 
principles are to render a man happy, 
man must not be terrified and wheed- 



led into them. ^Mendelssohn adds, "It 
will, perhaps, require ages, yet, of cul- 
tivation and of preparation, before 
men shall comprehend, that privileges 
on account of religion are neither law- 
ful, nor in the main useful ; and that 
therefore, a final removal of civil dis- 
abilities on account of religion z^'Ould 
actually be a benefit." 

JUDAISM is not a revealed religion 
in the sense in which it is taken by 
Christians. The Jews, have, however, 
a divine legislation in their law.s, judg- 
ments, statutes and rules of life. They 
were revealed to Moses in a miraculous 
manner and are all binding upon Jews 
alone. As for dogmas and saving 
truths the Lord always reveals them 
to us in the same manner that He 
does to all mankind by nature and by 
events, — but never in written charac- 
ters. Judaism boasts of no exclusive 
revelation of immutable truths indis- 
pensable to salvation. Revealed reli- 
gion, or theological truths is one thing ; 
— revealed legislation is another and 'is 
limited only to a particular people, the 
Jewish. We have no oath of creed. 
In the Mosaic code, we have no "Thou 
shalt or shalt not believe," but rather 
"Thou shalt or shalt not do." Re- 
ligious dogmas or immutable truths 
can be ascertained by all men and at 
all times through nature and through 
the evidence of these truths. As for 
the Jews, there are historical truths 
about them. The information about 
our past depends upon historical inves- 
tigation. As for Judaism, it is pecu- 
liar unto itself only in that it possesses 
a divine legislation, the direction of 
which is towards human happiness. 
What divine law commands, reason, 
not less divine, cannot set aside and 
we Jews cannot in conscience depart 
from that law. Furthermore religious 
union is not toleration. "Jerusalem" 
ends with a plea against the rewarding 
and punishing of any doctrine. "Hold 
no allurement or bribe for the adop- 
tion of theological opinions. . . . Re- 
ligion must be free and let every man 
pray as lie wills. . . . Love peace! 
Love truth!" 

Not only did Mendelssohn persist 
to the very day of his death in his 
"Jewish unbelief." He hoped and en- 
deavored to instill it in bis children. 
Hut as we know of what happened to 
to his descendants, his efforts here 
proved in the course of time to be in 
vain. His work on the translations 
and commentaries of the Pentateuch 
and the Psalter, in collaboration with 
other scholars was intended for the in- 
struction of his children and his fellow- 



Jews. Through the pure German 
translation in Hebrew characters, Ger- 
man Jewry of his day and during the 
19th century received instruction in 
the German language. It influenced 
Jews outside of Germany. Of the 750 
original Jewish subscribers to his Pen- 
tateuch translation, 647 came from 
Germany, Prussia, Courland and Den- 
mark, — 47 from England, Holland and 
France, — 56 from Poland. German, 
as a result, replaced Yiddish amongst 
the German Jews. In turn, it became 
the language of German rabbis and 
scholars, of Jewisli U'isscuschaft. Fur- 
thermore, Mendelssohn was one of 
those who were instrumental in the 
founding of the Berlin Jewish Free- 
School that served as a model to other 
German-Jewish communities. The 46 
paged "Reading Book for Jewish Chil- 
dren", published in 1779 by the school 
breathes with new spirit, instilled by 
Mendelssohn. Through it the Jewish 
child was to learn not only the Hebrew 
script but also the Latin and German 
script. He was to receive instruction 
in the 13 creeds of Rabbi Moses 
Majemonssohn, the 10 commandments, 
moral instruction through stories glean- 
ed from the fables of Barachja ben- 
Xatronai Hanakdan. the sayings of the 
Talmud; — prayers for children, — stor- 
ies about Plato, Socrates, Damon and 
Pythias, Solon, Lvsimachus, Philip- 
pides and other figures of the Greek 
classics and ancient history. "Jargon" 
and the abhorrence on the part of the 
Jews for secular knowledge. Mendels- 
sohn wished to obliterate. In this, he 
succeeded through those who followed 
him and carried on his work. His 
"Morning Hours" was intended for 
the instruction of his offspring in truth 
and in the rational knowledge of God. 

AS for his other Jewish literary ac- 
tivities, mention has been made of 
his work on Maimonides "Terms in 
Logic". His correspondence with Ja- 
cob Emden and with Jonathan Eyeb- 
schutz and others show that he was 
well-acquainted with rabbinics. al- 
though he was not superior to the 
aforementioned rabbis in this field. 
In 1778 he prepared the "Ritual Laws 
of the Jews" that pertain to inheri- 
tances, guardianships, wills and ma- 
trimonial affairs insofar as they are 
related to laws of possession, under 
the supervision of the chief rabbi of 
Berlin, Hirschel Lewiu. In 1782, he 
contributed bis share towards the 
reform of the disgraceful Jewish 
oath, the "more judaico" by ren- 
dering it into pure German and by 
{Continued on page 15) 
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A NEW CHAMPION IN SPORT 

By PAUL G. GOLDBERG 



TO the world of basketball en- 
thusiasts the meteoric rise of Ir- 
win Witty, of the Brooklyn Jew- 
ish Center, to stardom at New York 
University has been little short of sen- 
sational. But to the followers of the 
winter indoor game who have attended 
court carnivals at the Center for the 
past half dozen years, little or no sur- 
prise was registered when the talents 
of this tall, well-developed youngster 
blossomed. 

For these fans who had been watch- 
ing Witty star with the Center Junior 
team preliminary to the main games 
back in '31 and '32 had been lavish 
with praise and with predictions of 
the success that the futlre held for 
him. Irwin would have been playing 
for the varsity team at the time were it 
not for the fact that he was starring 
for Thomas Jefferson High and the 
practice of playing both by day and 
night at the tender age of 16 and 17 
was frowned upon. 

Witty can truly be called a native 
son of the Center. His father, Albert, 
is chairman of the basketball committee 
and it is easy to observe how the love 
for the game has been transmitted from 
father to son. Mrs. Witty, his mother, 
is president of the Sisterhood and 
prominently identified with Center act- 
ivities. 

Irwin early in life made contact with 
the Center. As a boy he was enrolled 
in the Hebrew Schol, and at the age of 
eight became a member of the gym- 
nasium. There he played basketball and 
swam, two activities that were to bring 
him honor in high school. 

At the present time Irwin is the 
sparkplug of the Violet team, his sen- 
sational playing in all of the crucial 
games spurring his team on to national 
championship form. Hailed by experts 
as the greatest college quintet in the 
country, N. Y. U. is almost certain to 
be selected for the Olympics but it is 
doubtful whether the boys would ac- 
cept such an offer. The one respon- 
sible for the difference between the 
good team of last year and the phe- 
nomenal one today is none other than 
Witty, in the opinion of Nat Holman 
in a recent New York Post article. 

It was a long jump to nation-wide 
fame from the days when he first 
learned to play under the wing of Sam- 



my Schoenfeld, his Jefferson coach and 
present Center physical training direc- 
tor. He had first tried out in his soph 
year and because of his promise made 
the team as a reserve. The following 
season he won the regular center posi- 
tion and immediately Jefferson bore 
the fruits of his great height and na- 
tural ability. In one game alone he 
scored 22 points, and but for his retire- 
ment early in the second half would 
bave created a new school scoring 
record. 

AT that time bis teammates were 
Geo. and Sid Rabinowitz, at pre- 
sent playing for the Center. This team 
was undefeated in its regular season, 
winning the Brooklyn title for the 5th 
time in 7 years, and trounced Seward 
Park in the city semi-final. Irwin here 
reached his greatest height as a school 
star by accounting for 14 of Jeff's 24 
points. 

The following week the team bowed 
to Monroe by a single pointj for the 
city title but it was no fault of Witty's. 
He made 7 of his team's 21 tallies and 
won all-city all scholastic honors on 
every paper. Some went so far as to 
hail him as the greatest schoolboy pivot 
in the East. College scouts became in- 
terested in him thereafter. 

Witty was justly rewarded for his 
great playing by being elected captain 
in his senior year. Again he led his 
team into the semi-final round of the 
city-wide competition, starring in vic- 
tory over Richmond Hill, but the Jef- 
ferson jinx held in the final and his 
team bowed to Clinton. Once again he 
won all-scholastic distinction. 

N. Y. U. was fortunate in getting 
him. Athough the freshmen had no 
leader, Irwin became looked upon as 
their ace last season, and in scrim- 
mages against the varsity played like 
a veteran, outshining the reguar cen- 
ter, Irving Terjesen. 

At the start of the season, with an 
all-veteran team back in the fold, 
Coach Cann relegated Witty to his 
second team. But his opportunity was 
not long in coming and he grasped it. 
It came in the all-important game with 
California in the Garden. N. Y. U. was 
slow and halting in its attack and 
things looked bad for the Violets in 
this crucial inter-sectional battle. 




Irwin 
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Cann in desperation called upon Ir- 
win. The sophomore ,playing his first 
major game, and before 18,000 people, 
did not fail. He single-handedly baffled 
the visitors from the Coast, tossing in 
eight needy points, passing to team- 
mates for others, and leaving his foes 
flat-footed and astounded in close fight- 
ing quarters with his aggressiveness 
and speed. The next day the papers 
hailed him the smoothest, most prom- 
ising sophomore to come out of col- 
lege circles in many years. Again in 
the vital Kentucky and Purdue games 
in the Garden, Witty came in to pull 
his team out of a rut and lead them to 
victory. At the recent Jefferson-Al- 
umni game, with such stars as Schuck- 
man, Kaplinsky, Gotkin, Glotzer and 
Winograd present, Witty easily re- 
ceived the greatest ovation of them all 
when introduced from the floor. 

ITTH two more years remaining 
in college ball, there is no telling 
what heights Witty will reach. Already 
the pro scouts are after him. But Irwin 
takes it all in philosophical style. With 
his father and coach Sammy Schoen- 
feld advising him, he assumes all his 
honors with true modesty. 

^ Witty isn't alone a basketball player. 
Competing in a swimming meet with 
Jefferson for the first time in inter- 
scholastic competition, he won a breast- 
stroker, and had he paid more attention 
to this sport, he probably would have 
stood out in the city individual cham- 
pionships. In baseball, Witty is far 
from being a novice. He won the first 
base berth with the Violet freshmen 
last spring, and is looked on by Coach 
Joe McCarthy, as promising varsity 
timber. 

His cousin is Iz Seeger, star center 
for Brooklyn College, also a native 
Center son who made good in the big 
time. The two have often met in com- 
petition. 
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RABBI LEVINTHAL TO CONTINUE 
SERIES ON HASSIDISM THIS 
FRIDAY EVENING 

At the late Services this Friday 
evening, February 14th, Rabbi Levin- 
thai will deliver the fourth lecture of 
the series, "The Romance of Hassi- 
dism." He will speak on the subject: 
"Three Luminaries in the World of 
Hassidism" — in which he will discuss 
the lives and the unique teachings of 
Rabbi Levi Yitzchok of Berdichov, 
Rabbi Shneir Zalman of Ladi and 
Rabbi Nachman of Bratzlav, three of 
the leading molders of the Hassidic 
movement. 

Rev. Kantor will lead in congrega- 
tional singing. 

The members and their friends are 
cordially invited to attend. 



-ARE WE FACING A REVOLUTION?" 
TO BE DISCUSSED BY DR. WILL 
DURANT 

At our weekly Forum to be held on 
Monday evening, February 17, at 8:15 
o'clock, we shall be privileged to listen 
to an address by the famous philoso- 
pher, author and lecturer, Prof. Will 
Durant. He will speak on a most in- 
teresting and timely topic, "Are We 
Facing A Revolution?" 

Dr. Durant has graced our platform 
every year from the very inception of 
our Forum. His illuminating talks are 
always eagerly looked forward to by 
our Forum audience. Prof. Durant has 
written a number of epoch-making 
books, among them, "The Story of 
Philosophy," "Mansions of Philoso- 
phy," "The Story of Civilization," etc. 

Admission to Dr. Durant's lecture 
will be 25 cents to Center members and 
50 cents to non-members. 



"PROBELMS OF SOCIAL SECURITY 
TODAY" TO BE DISCUSSED BY MR. 
JULIUS REISS ON WED. EVENING 

The course of lectures on Economics 
will be resumed on Wednesday even- 
ing, February 19th, at 8:15 o'clock. 
Mr. Julius Reiss will speak on the sub- 
ject: "Problems of Social Security 
Today." 

These lectures are arranged under 
the auspices of the Forum and Edu- 
cation Committee and the Board of 
Education of New York. 

Admission will be free to members 
as well as non-members. 



Reserve 
Sunday Evening, 
March 22 
for the 
Mortgage Settlement 
Dinner 

Elaborate arrangements are 
being made for an event that will 
fittingly celebrate the recent set- 
tlement of the mortgage on the 
Center building. 

Members are urged to help, 
make this historic occasion a greal 
success by forwarding their res- 
ervations with the least possible 
delay. 



The subscription price per cou- 
ple is $25.00 and up. 




Phillip Brenner 



We are happy to announce that 
Mr. PHILLIP BRENNER has ac- 
cepted the chairmanship of the 
Dinner Committee, and that Mr. 
LOUIS W. BERNARD has agreed 
to serve as Treasurer. 



SARAH OSNATH-HALEVY TO GIVE 
RETURN ENGAGEMENT SUNDAY 
AFTERNOON, FEB. 23rd 

The tremendous ovation received by 
the celebrated Palestinian dancing act- 
ress, Madame Sarah Osnath-Halevy 
at her concert given at the Center on 
Monday evening, Feb. 3rd, prompted 
the Social Committee to arrange for a 
return engagement on Sunday after- 
noon, February 23rd. 

Madame Halevy is planning a new 
program of songs, dance and panto- 
mime, some of which will be rendered 
for the first time in New York. These 
will include special songs that will be 
of interest to the children as well as 
adults. 

There will be a front section of re- 
served seats for which the charge will 
be 50c to children and 75c to adults. 
The general admission charge will be 
25 cents to children and 50c to adults. 
Judging by the large number of ad- 
vance requests received, the committee 
is confident that the Auditorium will 
be filled to capacity and that we shall 
again be obliged to turn away a large 
number of people. 

We therefore want to advise all 
members of the Center to please secure 
their tickets of admission well in ad- 
vance. A real treat awaits them and 
their children. 

MEMBERSHIP ON STANDING 
COMMITTEES 

Within the next few weeks, the new 
chairmen of our standing committees 
will be appointed to take charge of the 
various departments of the Center. 
Membership on these committees is 
open to all members of the institution. 
Our President, Mr. Joseph M. 
Schwartz, would appreciate it if the 
members would notify him of their de- 
sire to serve on any of the following 
committees. Please state first, second or 
third preference. This will be of con- 
siderable help in making the appoint- 
ments. 

Arbitration Committee, Auxiliary 
Activities Committee, Cemetery Com- 
mittee, Chevra Kadisha, Civic Com- 
mittee, Forum and Education Com- 
mittee, Hebrew Education Committee, 
House Committee, Grievance Commit- 
tee, Membership Committee, Physical 
Training Committee, Publicity Com- 
mittee, Religious Service Committee 
and Social and Entertainment Com- 
mittee. 
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A Letter From Rabbi Levinthal to the 

Center President, Mr. Joseph M. Schwartz 

impose quite a burden upon us. 

It is for this reason that I feel that 
the Center should give up its orig- 
inal plan for a dinner in my honor, 
and, instead, marshall all our forces 
in order to meet the new financial 
responsibility which we now have to 
face. Let us have a dinner, but in- 
stead of a testimonial to me or to 
anyone else, let it be a Rally, for the 
raising of the sums of money neces- 
sary for the settlement of our mort- 
gage obligation. I am confident that 
in this effort you will have the 
whole-hearted cooperation of all the 
men and women, of our Center 
young and old. 

The satisfactory settlement of our 
mortgage will be the best testimon- 
ial to my humble efforts in these 
twenty-five years of my Rabbinical 
career. 

Hoping that the Board will adopt 
my suggestion, and with all good 
wishes, I am, Very sincerdy yours> 

Israel H. Levinthal 



Mr. Joseph M. Schwartz, 
President of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center 

Dear Mr. Schzvartz : 

I need hardly tell you that I was 
deeply touched on learning of the 
resolution passed by the Board of 
Trustees and the Governing Board, 
to mark the twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary of my ministry by tendering 
me a testimonial dinner. Words can- 
not express my gratitude and ap- 
preciation for the sentiment that 
prompted your action. 

Since this resolution was passed, 
however, a very important thing has 
happened in the life of our institu- 
tion. The mortgage problem, which 
gave us so much concern for more 
than three years, was finally settled, 
and the Court has given its approval 
to the terms of settlement. 

While the terms upon which the 
mortgage was settled are most fav- 
orable — more favorable than other 
institutions have received — they will 



SURPRISE DINNER TENDERED TO MRS. PHILLIP BRENNER 



ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CENTER 
HEARS INTERESTING REPORTS 

The membership of the Center was 
extremelv well represented at the An- 
nual Meeting of the institution which 
was held on Thursday evening, Jan- 
uary 16th. 

The meeting was called to order by 
our President, Mr. Jos. M. Schwartz, 
who delivered his Annual Message, 
printed elsewhere in this issue, outlin- 
ing the progress made by the Center 
during the past year. He was followed 
by Mr. Mark J. Goell, accountant for 
the Center who read a detailed report 
of the finances of the institution for the 
fiscal year ended December 31, 1935. 
A report of the activities of the Sis- 
terhood was presented by the retiring 
President of the organization, Mrs. 
Phillip Brenner. In the absence of Mr. 
Jacob L. Holtzman, chairman of the 
Nominating Committee, our Adminis- 
trative Director, Mr. Joseph Goldberg, 
presented the list of officers, trustees 
and members of the Governing Board, 
as prepared by. the committee. The re- 
commendation of the committee was 
unanimously voted upon. Rabbi Lev- 
inthal installed the newly elected offi- 
cers, following which he also installed 
the recently elected officers of the Sis- 
terhood. 

A social hour followed the meeting 
and the installation. 



PARENT - TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
OF HEBREW SCHOOL 

The Parent-Teachers Association of 
the Hebrew School distributed to all 
the children of the daily and Sun^y 
Schools, special bags containing Pales- 
tine products as gifts on the occasion 
of the Chamisho Osar B'Shebat Cele- 
bration. Previously, the association dis- 
tributed gifts to our children in con- 
junction with the celebration of Cha- 
nukah, 

MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 
SISTERHOOD — FEB. 24th 

A regular meeting of the Sisterhood 
will take place on Monday afternoon, 
February 24th, at 1 :30 o'clock. 

All women of the Center are re- 
quested to please reserve the date and 
to attend this important meeting. 



CLASS IN PUBLIC SPEAKING 

The class in Public Speaking will re- 
sume its sessions on Wednesday even- 
ing, February 19th, at 8 o'clock. 

This group, which meets every Wed- 
nesday evening, is under the leadership 
of Mrs. Anne M. Bierce. Admission 
is free to all. 



More than three hundred members 
of the Center attended a Surprise 
Testimonial Dinner tendered to Mrs. 
Phillip Brenner on the occasion of her 
retirement as President of the Sister- 
hood, on Saturday evening, February 
1st. The affair, arranged by a com- 
mittee headed by Mrs. Hyman Rach- 
mil, was a huge social success. 

Mrs. Albert Witty, the newly elected 
President of the organization, acted as 
toastmaster and thanked Mrs. Brenner 
for her splendid leadership during the 
past six and a half years as head of the 
Sisterhood. 

Mr. Joseph M. Schwartz, President 
of the Center, extended the greetings 
of the parent organization. He was fol- 
lowed by Rabbi Levinthal who review- 
ed the many activities of religious, 
philanthropic and educational nature 
in which Mrs. Brenner takes an active 
interest. A brief address was delivered 
by Mr. Phillip Brenner. On behalf of 
the Sisterhood, the Vice-Chainnan, 
Mrs. Isidor Lowenfeld, presented the 
guest of honor with a beautiful wrist 
watch. Mrs. Brenner responded to all 
the greetings and thanked her many 
friends present at the dinner, for the 
honor bestowed on her. 



The musical program was rendered 
by Miss Rosalind Hutner and the Rev. 
Samuel Kantor. In addition to the 
members of the Center, there were 
present delegations representing the 
various organizations and institutions 
with which Mrs. Phillip Brenner has 
been closely affiliated for a number of 
years. 



RABBI LEVINTHAL'S BOOK ON JUDA- 
ISM NOW IN BRAILLE FOR BLIND 

Rabbi Levinthal's recently publish- 
ed book "Judaism — An Analysis and 
Interpretation" has been put into 
Braille and is now accessible to the 
blind men and women, especially of the 
Jewish faith. 

The book in Braille is bound in two 
volumes and was done by the Com- 
munity Workers of the New York 
Guild' for the Jewish Blind at 172 E. 
96th St., New York. The volumes are 
now in the Library of the Guild and 
will be placed in other libraries having 
a Braille section for the Blind. 

Rabbi Levinthal's work was one of 
the first Jewish books chosen by the 
Guild to be transcribed into Braille. 
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HEBREW SCHOOL CONTINUES REG- 
ISTRATION FOR FEBRUARY TERM 

Parents who failed to register their 
children in our daily and three-day-a- 
week Hebrew School, are hereby noti- 
fied that the Hebrew School Commit- 
tee has extended the time for registra- 
tion for another week. A large begin- 
ners class has already been formed. 

We hope that parents will enroll their 
children at once. Registration is open 
to boys and girls, children of non- 
members as well as members of the 
Center. 

THE JUNIOR LEAGUE 

Unusually large attendances, rather 
a novelty with the Junior League, have 
been the rule at meetings held recently. 
At each of the meetings in addition to 
the dancing, there have been a number 
of informal discussions on a variety of 
subjects. The Social Committee held a 
Tea Dance on the afternoon of Feb. 
9th for the membership and their im- 
mediate friends. This was the hrst of 
a series of similar events. 

THE VIVALETS 

The end of January finds the Viv- 
alets in the midst of a busy club sea- 
son. Mid-year elections brought the 
following results : Chairman — Roma 
Kantor, Vice Chairman — Roslyn 
Wolfe, Secretary — Phoebe Honig, 
Treasurer — Cecelia Feiler. 

A slightly premature celebration of 
Chamisha Osar B'Shebat held on 
February 1, 1936 because of a sched- 
uled joint meeting, was attended by 
both the Vi valets and the Maccabees. 
Everyone had a very enjoyable eve- 
ning. Plans for the Purim holiday 
are now being eagerly discussed. The 
tentative program consists of a Purim 
play and Purim refreshments. Girls 
of thirteen and fourteen years of age 
are cordially invited to join this group. 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7 :00 and 8 
o'clock. Mincha Services at 5 
P. M. 

SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of Candles at 5 :14 P.M. 
Friday Evening Services 4 :50 
P. M. 

Sabbath Morning Services (Par- 
sha Yisro) will commence 
at 8:45 A. M. Rabbi Levinthal 
will preach on the weekly por- 
tion of the Torah. 

Mincha Services at 5 :00 P. M. 

Class in Ein Yaakob, under the 
leadership of Mr. Benjamin 
I lirsch, at 4 :00 P. M . 



MRS. PHILLIP BRENNER TO BE IN- 
STALLED AS PRESIDENT OF THE 
HOME FOR THE AGED 

The formal installation of Mrs. 
Phillip Brenner as the new President 
of the Brooklyn Hebrew Home and 
Hospital for the Aged will be held on 
Sunday eevning, March 1st, at eight 
o'clock, in the Home building on How- 
ard and Dumont Avenues . 

Members of the Center are cor- 
dially invited to attend. 



GYMNASIUM AND BATHS 

The Gymnasium and Baths will not 
be open on Saturday evening, February 
22nd, due to Washington's Birthday 



PERSONAL 

Mr. Israel Seeger, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Samuel A. Seeger of 716 Mont- 
gomery Street, graduated from Brook- 
lyn College and has entered his second 
3 car in Brooklyn Law School. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations and best wishes are 
extended to: Mr. Henry Steinberg of 
3809 Maple Avenue upon his marriage 
to Miss Sylvia L. Young on February 
7, 1936. 



BAR MITZVAH 

Congratulations and best wishes are 
extended to Mr. and Mrs. K. Karl 
Klein, of 72 Sterling Street, upon the 
Bar Mitzvah of their son, Judah, to 
be held at the Center on Saturday, 
February 15th, 1936. 



BECAUSE of lack of space it has 
been found necessary to postpone 
the publication of the list of contribu- 
tors to the Kol Nidre Appeal. In the 
meantime, the Center appeals- to the 
members who made pledges to the 
fund to send their remittances early, 
so that their names may be included 
in this list which will appear in the 
March issue of the Review. 



EXPRESSIONS OF CONDOLENCE 

Our sincere expressions of sympathy 
and condolence are extended to the fol- 
lowing : 

Mrs. Herman Triebitz of 1316 
President Street, upon the death of 
her beloved mother on February 9th, 
1936. 

Mrs. Morris D. Wender of 1191 
Carroll Street, and to Mr. Harold II. 
Wender of 578 Montgomery Street, 
upon the death of their brother, Sam- 
uel, on Friday, February 7, 1936. 



SATURDAY EVENING, MAY 9th 

io and including 
THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 14th 

ANNUAL 

BAZAAR 

arranged by the 
SISTERHOOD of the CENTER 

Register your name at the informa- 
tion desk as a volunteer worker. 
We need the cooperation of every 
man and woman of the Center. 



THE CENTER CLUB 

The Educational Committee of the 
Center Club has planned an extensive 
and interesting program for the next 
few meetings. The first of the series 
has already been held. This consisted 
of a discussion and readings from the 
Prophets led by Mr. Jackson Goldman, 
club leader. Other programs will con- 
sist of readings from the plays of 
Eugene O'Neill and Clifford Odets and 
a discussion on the Appreciation of 
Music. Miss Irene Kantor and Jerry 
Kurshan with Mr. Goldman constitute 
the Committee. 



THE 

CENTER 
RESTAURANT 

• 

Excellent meals are served in 
our Restaurant every Sunday 
during the season from 12 noon 
to 5 P. M. 

Arrange to have your Sunday 
dinners at the Center Restau- 
rant as often as you possibly can. 
You will facilitate matters a great 
deal if you will telephone the 
Center in advance (PResident 4- 
1400) so that reservations may 
be made for you. 



Dinner De Luxe $1.00 and $1.25 
per person — Also A la Carte 



"Meet Me in the Center 
Restaurant" 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBER- 
SHIP AND REINSTATEMENTS 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Appelman, Dr. D. H. 
Unmarried Physician 
Res. 890 Linden Blvd. 
Bus. 890 Linden Blvd. 
Proposed by Paul Christen f eld 

Cohen, Sol 

Married Resident Buyer 

Res. 135 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. 450 Seventh Ave. 

Proposed by Jonas NarefT 
Gitlin, Samuel 

Married Resident Buyer 

Res. 362 Rockaway Parkway 

Bus. 450 Seventh Ave. 

Proposed by Jonas NarefT 
Goldhaum, Max A. 

Married Motion Pictures 

Res. 706 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. 630 Ninth Ave. 

Proposed by Samuel Strausberg 
Goldberg, Joseph M. 

Unmarried Buyer 

Res. 1766 Union Street 

Bus. 225 West 37th Street 

Proposed by Samuel Schoenfeld 
Goldberg. Oscar 

Married Auditor 

Res. 440 Brooklyn Ave. 

Bus. 80 Centre Street 

Proposed by Henry Seinfel 
Goldberg, Mrs. Rachel 

Res. 1430 Park Place 

Proposed by Henry Seinfel 
Hauer, Louis 

Married Life Insurance 

Res. 164 Columbia Heights 

Bus. 16 Court Stret 

Proposed by Edward Dintenfass 
Hirshleifer, Herman 

Married Fur Merchant 

Res. 789 St. Marks Av«*-. 

Bus. 53 Manhattan Ave. 

Proposed by Elias B. Desatnek 
fTaplitt, Bernard L . 

Unmarried Accountant 

Res. 431 Snediker Ave. • 

Bus. 431 Snediker Ave. 

Proposed by Abrham Abramson 
and Harry G. Wallman 
Landau, Etta 

Unmarried Doctor's Assistant 

Res. 135 Clarkson Ave. 

Bus. 1866 Ocean Ave. 

Proposed by Robert Banks 
Lane, Harry 

Unmarried Manufacturer 

Res. 890 Bushwick Ave. 



Bus. 105 Madison Ave. 

Proposed by William Rosenberg and 
George Silberberg 
Mageheim, Taube 

Unmarried Teacher 

Res. 290 Empire Boulevard 

Proposed by Robert Eisenberg 
Mager, Julius 

Res. 1045 St. fohns Place. 

Bus. 105 Court" Street 

Proposed by Max H. Levine 
Maslow, Irving 

Unmarried Coat Manufacturing 

Res. 480 AVilloughby Ave. 

Bus. 500 Seventh Ave. 

Proposed by Benjamin Hirsch 
Shapiro, Sol 

Unmarried Knitting Mills 

Res. 67 Hart Street 

Bus. Dry Harbor Road 

Proposed by Benjamin Hirsch 
Silbert, Mary S. 

Unmarried Teacher 

Res. 757 Empire Boulevard 

Proposed by Robert Eisenberg 
Sirotowitz, Jonas 

Unmarried Jobber in Gas & Oil 

Res. 4724 Avenue I 

Bus. 136 Flatbush Ave. Ext. 

Proposed by Bernard Weissberg 
Sprintz, David 

Unmarried Manufacturer 

Res. 203 Throop Ave. 

Bus. 62 Schenectady Ave. 
Sleekier, Dr. Carl 

Unmarried Physician 

Res. 96 East 54th St. 

Bus. 96 East 54th St. 

Proposed by Paul Christen f eld 
Vogel, Joseph 

Unmarried Manufacturer of Wash 
Dresses 

Res. 183 Wvckoff Ave. 

Bus. 1 Wyckoff Ave. 



The following have applied for re- 
instatement as members: 

Gottlieb, Frances 

Unmarried Teacher 

Res. 875 Nostrand Ave. 

Proposed by Robert Eisenberg 
Greenstein, Arthur 

Unmarried Resident Buyer 

Res. 1060 Union Street 

Bus. 210 West 40th Street 

Proposed by Ilyman Aaron 
Kassuer, Dr. Albert 

Married Dentist 

Res. 135 Eastern Parkway 



litis. 236 Carroll Street 
Proposed by Dr. Percy Lewis and 
Samuel Schoenfeld 
Trilling, David B. 
Married Banking 
Res. 636 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. 781 Eastern Parkway 

EMANUEL GREEN BERG, 
Chairman Membership Committee 



THERE IS 
SOMEONE 
YOU KNOW 

who would appreciate be- 
ing a member of the Cen- 
ter. Bring him (or her) in. 
The rales are cheap for 
what he (or she) will obtain 
in return. 

$50.00 per year per family (includes 
husband, wife and children up 
to 21 years of age). 

$37.50 per year for unmarried members 

$25.00 per year for girls 



BON VOYAGE 

Best wishes are extended to the fol- 
lowing for a pleasant vacation : 

Mr. and Mrs. Hyman Aaron of 985 
Park Place, who left for Palm Beach, 
Florida, on Fehruary 7th. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Jacobs of 175 
New York Avenue who left for Flori- 
da following Mr. Jacobs' recent ill- 
ness. 



COMING FORUM LECTURES 

Held on Monday Evenings 
throughout the Season 

Feb. 17th— Dr. Will Durant 
"Are We Facing A Revolu- 
tion ?" 

Feb. 24th — Speaker to be an- 
nounced. 
Mar. 2nd — Prince Hubertus 
Loewenstein 
"The Coming German Revolu- 
tion." 

Mar. 9th— Rev. Dr. S. Parkes 

Cadman 
Mar. 16th — John Spivak 
Mar. 23rd — Health Lecture 
Mar. 30th — Concluding Forum 

Lecture of the Season Rev. 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise. Speaker. 
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JEWS IN RUSSIA 

{Continued from page 5) 



talk or changed to Russian and back 
to the commonplace. 

These and similar instances forced 
upon me relentlessly the recognition of 
the fact that living in Russia at the 
present time is equal to being shut up 
mentally and secluded spiritually. In 
spite of all this I offered for a long 
time a stubborn resistance to this 
crushing atmosphere into which I was 
being driven. My resistance was not 
due to a natural stiffneckedness, nor 
was I unmindful of the warning of 
friends, but it was merely the state of 
mind of a man reared for long years in 
freedom and liberty. Any American, 
Englishman or citizen of any country 
where the basic rights of free speech 
and press are still preserved, would feel 
the same way I did. How right the 
warnings I had heard were was pro- 
ven to me by the following experience : 

On a train, during one of those long 
Russian rides, which tire you but bring 
you into intimate conversations with 
your neighbors, I was talking with a 
fellow-passenger in Hebrew and there- 



by attracting the attention of the others 
in the car. At one of the stations my 
friend got into some argument with 
the conductor. He reentered the coupe 
and related to me the incident with heat 
and passion. His words were in He- 
brew and seemingly could be under- 
stood by no one, yet one passenger, 
of whom I had taken no notice pre- 
viously, addressed me with some bit- 
terness : 

"Your friend seems to find great 
fault with our country; little does he 
realize under what difficulties we are 
laboring to build our new social order." 

1 assured him that it was a misun- 
derstanding, a matter not at all serious 
and that my friend was, on the con- 
trary, satisfied with all that he found 
in Russia so far. He quieted down 
and we talked occasionally till the end 
of our journey. He later revealed to 
me that he was a member of the G. P. 
U. (secret political police) and that it 
was his business to be watchful of ex- 
pressed dissatisfaction, since the "in- 
ternal enemy" was still powerful and 
at work. 



Although i realized that this inci- 
dent was the result of a mere coinci- 
dence, nevertheless it served me as a 
lesson in "behaving", and I exercised 
a greater effort in self-control in pub- 
lic speaking. 

(To be continued in an early issue) 



THE MACCABEES 

The officers of the Maccabees must 
know the feeling of apprehension 
which possesses President Roosevelt, 
for with the approach of the second 
semester mid-year, elections will be 
held. But all the activities of the club 
are not centered in politics. We have 
just recovered from a Chamisha Osar 
B'Shevat party held in conjunction 
with the Vivalets. The "Maccabean," 
the club paper, will soon make its first 
appearance. However, the event which 
we are looking forward to with the 
greatest amount of interest is the Mac- 
cabiah or athletic carnival. The com- 
mittee with Mr. Jackson Goldman, club 
leader, have been working hard to 
make a success of this project. It will 
take place at the end of February. 
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RABBI LEVINTHAL'S ADDRESSES 

On Sunday morning, January 12th, 
Rabbi Levinthal delivered an address to 
the young people of the St. Paul's Con- 
gregational Church on Sterling Place 
and New York Avenue on the subject, 
"Your Neighbor the Jew." 

Some time ago, a large group of that 
church visited our Center and were 
very much impressed with the work of 
our institution. Rabbi Levinthal was 
happy to make this return visit. 

During the past month, Rabbi Levin- 
thal has delivered the following ad- 
dresses : 

On January 14th, he spoke in New 
Haven at a Zionist Rally in Temple 
B'Nai Jacob. 

MOSES MENDELSSOHN 

(Continued ft 
endeavoring to give it the respect and 
sanctity of an oath in the eyes of Jew 
and non-Jew alike. Of course, Men- 
delssohn did not endeavor to abolish 
this degrading medieval institution. 
That remained for men of a much later 
date. * * * 

We have endeavored to point out 
Mendelssohn's contributions to Jewish 
emancipation, directly and indirectly, 
— to German culture in general, to Ju- 
daism and Jewish life in particular. It 
being the season of a Jahrzeit and wish- 
ing to hold fast to the principle of "de 
mortuis nihil nisi bonum" — "of the 
dead say nothing but good" — one must 
refrain from entering into an adverse 
criticism of some of the things that 
Mendelssohn stood for, — or rather of 
what some of those who claimed him 
as the basis of their inspiration and 
actions — said and did, — particularly 
during this period of stress and tribu- 
lation when world Jewry is called upon 
to save German Jewry. Apologetics 
have never proven an impelling force 
towards a constructive Jewish life. 
Even Philo and Josephus, defenders of 
Judaism and the Jewish name, were 
not preserved for us in the mainstream 
of Jewish literary tradition^ Pales- 
tine, to Mendelssohn and to many of 
his followers was something too re- 
mote. Yiddish is not the "barbaric 
jargon" that some of his disciples 
would have us imagine; — particularly 
to those of us who were introduced in- 
to Jewish tradition and Hebraic learn- 
ing via that language, which has pro- 
duced a fine literature of its own. Yet 
withal that, we owe Mendelssohn a 
debt, for having introduced Jewry to 
modern European culture and to civic 



On Friday morning, January 24th, 
he lectured to the students of the Jew- 
ish Institute of Religion on "Jewish 
Homeiletics" ; and at noone of the same 
day, he spoke at the dinner of the Fed- 
eration of Polish Jews, at the Waldorf 
Astoria, inaugurating their campaign 
of relief for Polish Jewry. 

On January 26th, he delivered an 
address at the Annual Bar Mitzvah 
Dinner of the Pride of Judea Orphan 
Asylum. 

On January 28th, he spoke at the 
Graduation Exercises of Public School 
No. 44 of Rockaway Park; and on 
January 30th, he addressed a Zionist 
Rally of Perth Amboy, New Jersey, 
held at the Young Men's Hebrew As- 
sociation of that city. 

DIED 150 YEARS AGO 

vm page 8) 

emancipation. Whether emancipation 
in the full sense of the word will ever 
be realized remains to be seen. But 
one thing is certain, it can never be 
obtained through a surrender of one- 
self and of one's soul. 

As for Mendelssohn, we remember 
the good only. He was interested in 
the perpetuation of the Torah, the 
Jewish law. The Jew must willingly 
bear the double burden of Torah and 
membership in the society in which he 
lives, as a citizen. Mendelssohn boldly 
defended his position as a Jew, as a 
rational human being. He made earn- 
est efforts to teach his children and his 
generation in Jewish tradition and in 
secular knowledge, inspired by a broad 
humanitarianism. He sought equal op- 
portunity for all. Mirabeau stated that 
independent of Mendelssohn, the state 
of Virginia in the preamble of its con- 
stitution had incorporated those very 
same ideas of Mendelssohn's on the 
freedom of conscience and of religion. 
The 150th anniversary of his death and 
the tragedy of German Jewry, how- 
ever, point to the fact that to a certain 
extent emancipation has failed. The 
20th century even with its many liber- 
als and apostles of freedom, has not 
been ready to honor fully those ideals 
of emancipation and toleration, — altho 
no self-respecting individual wants to 
be tolerated. The least one can hope 
for is that he be treated as an equal — 
to be free and equal in the field of con- 
science, belief, religion, culture and 
opportunity. That day has not arrived. 
May we hope, pray and strive for the 
complete emancipation of all in the 
years to come, — as self-respecting- 
Jews, true to ourselves, to our faith, 
to our traditions and to our future. 
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1935 REPORT 
OF THE BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 



OFFICERS 

JOSEPH M. SCHWARTZ President 

HENRY SEINFEL First Vice President 

HYMAN AARON Second Vice President 

MAX HERZFELD Secretary 

BENJAMIN J. KLINE Treasurer 

SAMUEL ROTTENBERG Honorary President 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Hyman Aaron Nathan Halperin Samuel Rottenberg 

Morris Dlugasch Max Herzfeld Joseph M. Schwartz 

Isidor Fine Jacob L. Holtzman Henry Seinfel 

Moses Ginsberg Benjamin J. Kline David Shapiro 

Pincus Glickman Max N. Koven Nathan D. Shapiro 

Henry Gold Fred Kronish Morris Weinberg 

HONORARY TRUSTEES 

Louis Cohen Charles Goell Jacob Levy 

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNING BOARD 

Aaron, David Ginsburg, Abraham Jaffe, Louis N. Schwartz, Mrs. J. M. 

Aaron, Joseph I. Goell, Jacob Joseph, Arthur Schwartz, N. T. 

Albert, Louis Goell, Mark J. Kaminsky, David B. Schwartz, Mrs. N. T. 

Albert, R. Goell, Milton J. Kaplan, Abraham Schwartz, Solomon 

Arvins, Nathan Gleichenhaus, V. W. Katz, Samuel Siegel, Wm. I. 

Balsam, Milton D. Goldberg, S. H. Koff, Samuel Siegmeister, I. 

Bernard, Louis W. Goldstein, Nathaniel L. Kugel, S. H. Simon, Louis 

Bernhardt, Maurice Goodstein, David Levey, Frank Spatt, Dr. Moses 

Bernstein, Alex Gottlieb, Aaron Levingson, Isaac Stark, Samuel 

Bilgore, David Gottfried, Philip Levingson, Mrs. I. Steingut, Hon. I. 

Booth, Mrs. J. D. Greenberg, Hon. E. Lewis, Aaron Strausberg, Samuel 

Brainson, Hyman L. Gribetz, Louis J. Liberman, Harry Sussman, Sol. 

Brenner, Louis Gross, Henry H. Lowenfeld, Mrs. I. Sweedler, Hon. Nathan 

Brenner, Phillip Greenblatt, Samuel Lurie, Leib Telsey, Samuel A. 

Brenner, Mrs. Phillip Haft, Max H. Nemerov, Meyer Triebitz, Herman 

Chizner, Meyer Halperin, Louis Parnes, Louis Weingold, Harris 

Davis, Henry Halpern, David Rachmil, Hyman Weinstein, A. A. 

Feinberg, Philip F. Harrison, Harry A. Riker, I. Jerome Weinstein, Mrs. A. A. 

Feldt, Joseph Holtzmann, Henry Rosen, Jacob Weinstock, Louis 

Fine,' Charles Horowitz, Joseph Rosen, Meyer A. Wender, Morris D. 

Fine, Mrs. I. Horowitz, Mrs. J. Rosenfeld, Morris Wiener, Mrs. I. 

Fine, Jesse J. Horowitz, Samuel Rosenson, I. L. Witty, Albert 

Finkelstein, Prof. M. Jablow, George Roth, Louis J. Witty, Mrs. A. 

Fortunoff, J. A. Jacobs, Joseph Rutchik, M. M. Zankel, Louis 

Freedman, H. A. Rutstein, Jacob Schaeffer, Frank 



Aaron, Hyman 
Barnett, Mrs. S. 
Bernard, Louis W. 
Bernstein, Elias 
Bilgore, David 
Bregstein, Harold 
Brunner, Leonard 
Cohen, Julius 
David, Henry 
Dlugasch, Morris 
Goodstein, William 
Goody, Harris 
Gordon, Louis 



Gribetz, Louis J. 
Halperin, Nathan 
Horowitz, Solomon 
Jablow, George 
Jablow, H. L. 
Kaplan, Abraham 
Katz, Samuel 

(Park Place) 
Kirsch, H. 
Kline, Benjamin J. 
Kronish, Fred 
Kirschman, M. J. 



SUSTAINING MEMBERS FOR 1935 

THE following is a list of the 1935 
sustaining members of the Brook- 
lyn Jewish Center. We are thankful to 
them for their fine spirit of co-opera- 
tion and loyalty in voluntarily paying 
the higher rate of membership dues in 
the Center. 



Kimmel, Jacob H. 
Levien, Dr. Leon I. 
Levin, Morris 
Levingson, Isaac 



Lipsky, Charles 
Lurie, 'Leib 
Perman, Charles 
Plush, I. 



Pollack, Aaron 
Pollack, Abraham 
Pollack. Harry 
Rachmil, Hyman 
Reiner, H. H. 
Roenfeld, Morris 

(N. Y. Avenue) 
Rutchik, M. M. 
Rutstein, Jacob 
Salwen, Nathan 
Schneider, S. A. 



Schrier, Mrs. Joseph 
Shapiro, Abraham 
Solovei, Joseph A. 
Steingut, Hon. Irwin 
Stulman, Mrs. Joseph 
Weinberg, Harry 
Sweedler, Nathan 
Weinberg, Morris 
Weinstock, Louis 
vVerbelovsky, Benjamin 
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ANNUAL MESSAGE COVERING ACTIVITIES 

FOR THE YEAR 1935 

Delivered by the President, Joseph M. Schwartz, on January 1 6, 1 936 



LAST year, I inaugurated the sys- 
tem of eliminating the usual re- 
ports rendered by the chairmen 
of committees. With their whole-heart- 
ed approval, I embodied the reports 
of the activities of the various depart- 
ments within my annual message. 
Since this innovation met with the con- 
sent of the membership, I shall again 
report for them, in order to expedite 
the business of the evening. 

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES 

THE Religious Service Department 
closed with a net income of $6,- 
808.90 as against $3,348.95 in 1934. 
The increase of $3,459.95 was in a 
great measure due to the fact that the 
High Holy Days, being held at a later 
date yielded an income from the sale 
of holiday seats that was much higher, 
namely, $14,714.50 as compared with 
$12,894.75 in the previous year. From 
other sources such as weddings, Bar 
Mitzvahs, pew maintenance, etc., we 
received $7,125.00. while in 1934 the 
receipts from this source was $4,920. 

The services on Friday evenings, as 
well as on the Sabbath and during the 
holidays, are extremely well attended. 
During the past year, we made a num- 
ber of changes tending to increase the 
decorum in our Synagogue. These 
changes were suggested by a special 
committee appointed for that purpose 
and received the approval of the direc- 
tors and trustees of the institution. 
Our thanks are due to the chairman, 
Air. Abraham Ginsburg, and the mem- 
bers of his committee, for their splen- 
did work, as well as to Mr. Samuel 
Stark and his Committee of Ushers. 

forum and Education 
committee 

TI I F Forum and Education Com- 
mittee lias rendered a fine service 
in arranging the Monday evening lec- 
tures and the various course lectures 
given on Wednesday evenings. Topics 
of great interest were discussed from 
its platform by men and women prom- 
inent in every field of human endeavor. 
Through the co-operation of the Adult 
Department of die Xcw York P.oard of 
Education the committee was enabled 



to offer the Wednesday evening 
courses free of charge to members and 
non-members. The receipts from ad- 
mission charges were $1,868.75, the 
expenses $2,455.12. The net cost was 
$586.37 as against $460.67 in 1934. In 
the absence of Mr. Max Herzteld the 
work of the committee was carried on 
under the leadership of the Vice-Chair- 
man, Mr. 1. Siegmeister. Their work 
and the work of the committee de- 
serves our sincere appreciation. 

HEBREW SCHOOL DEPART- 
MENT 

THE enrollment in the Afternoon 
Hebrew School is 85. The Three 
Day a Week School for Girls numbers 
15. The Religious Sunday School has 
now the largest registration in its his- 
tory, namely 157. The Hebrew De- 
partment had a deficit of $888.61 for 
the past year. Various attempts have 
been made to increase the registration 
but proved of little avail. It is sad to 
know that thousands of Jewish child- 
ren are deprived of any Jewish train- 
ing through the indifference of our 
fathers and mothers. Mr. Harry A. 
Harrison, who during the past few 
years so ably headed this department, 
has recently resigned his position. His 
place was filled by Mr. Frank Schaef- 
fer, who. we are confident, will use his 
best endeavors to promote the interests 
of the school. 

CENTER ACADEMY 

THE Center Academy has a regis- 
tration of 81 children. The apathy 
prevailing in the field of Jewish Edu- 
cation is also affecting this department. 
The Academy could and should -accom- 
modate many more children, who 
would thus receive the excellent train- 
ing in Jewish and Secular subjects 
which the School offers. Prof. Maurice 
Finkelstein and his committee are mak- 
ing splendid efforts to maintain this 
department on a self-paying basis. 

(EWlSll INSTITUTE FOR 
ADULTS 

EXCELLENT work in the field of 
Jewish Education for Adults is 
being done by our Institute of Jewish 



Studies for Adults, which Rabbi Lev- 
inthal organized two years ago. The 
eleven courses given by the school, are 
attended by 151 students. The Institute 
may be regarded as one of the most 
important additions to the Center act- 
ivities. It is rendering a very useful 
service in that it provides the men and 
women in our community with a 
knowledge and appreciation of Jewish 
culture. 

LIBRARY 

I REGRET that thus far we have 
been unable to find the means of 
opening the Center Library, as we had 
contemplated doing a year ago. 1 do 
hope, however, that either the Sister- 
hood or the Young Folks League will 
take it upon themselves to raise the 
necessary funds to provide a librarian 
so that this department can begin to 
function with the least possible delay. 
I am confident that once opened we 
shall have little difficulty in enlarging 
the library through the purchase of 
additional books. 

PUBLICATIONS 

THE weekly Bulletin and the month- 
ly Review have made their regular 
appearance and carried the Center mes- 
sage to the homes of our members. The 
Review is almost three years old and 
I know that it is a welcome guest and 
provides interesting reading material 
pertaining to the Center and general 
Jewish subjects. Our members can and 
should be of help to the committee, 
headed by Mr. Louis J. Gribetz, in ob- 
taining subscribers and advertisements 
to help lighten the financial responsi- 
bilities entailed in issuing these publi- 
cations. 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 

THE social activities of the Center 
have always given us a great deal 
of concern. Time and time again wc 
have discussed this problem and at- 
tempted to find a solution. It is for 
that reason that we are happy to record 
a great deal of improvement in this de- 
partment, for much of which we are 
(Continued on inwt fO;/t') 
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thankful to the new chairman of the 
Social and Entertainment Committee, 
Mr. Maurice Bernhardt, and the mem- 
bers of his committee. A committee, 
headed by Mr. Arthur Joseph, was ap- 
pointed by your President for the pur- 
pose of studying the problem of socia- 
bility in an effort to improve conditions. 
This committee met on a number of oc- 
casions and discussed the matter from 
all angles. The committee made a num- 
ber of recommendations tending to im- 
prove sociability and to promote good 
fellowship among the members of the 
Center. Included in these recommen- 
dations was the holding of monthly 
membership social meetings. The meet- 
ings arranged under the auspices of 
the Social Committee were most suc- 
cessful and have undoubtedly helped a 
great deal to acquaint the members 
with each other It is- this spirit of 
comradeship that has helped to make 
the social functions most successful. 
The Annual Simchas Torah Dinner 
was over-subscribed, and at the re- 
cent New Year's Eve gathering res- 
ervations had to be refused several 
days before the entertainment. The 
prompt response of the membership in 
making reservations is indeed gratify- 
ing, and we hope that our members 
will give the committee their further 
co-operation so that more social func- 
tions may be planned in the future. 

CLUB ACTIVITIES 

THE Chairman of the Committee on 
Auxiliary Activities in charge of 
the various groups of young folks, Mr. 
Cyrus Levinthal, has recently tendered 
his resignation, having moved from 
our neighborhood. In his absence Mr. 
Maurice Bernhardt has temporarily 
supervised the work of the clubs for 
our children. They are all functioning 
under competent leadership and are ac- 
tive in retaining the interest of our 
boys and girls along social and educa- 
tional lines. Recently the Young Folks 
League was reorganized under the 
leadership of Mr. Milton Balsam, and 
we are looking forward to a success- 
ful season of activities from our adult 
group. 

MEMBERSHIP 

AT the end of the year our mem- 
bership was 805 (511 married 
persons and 294 single) as compared 
with 852 a year ago. We enrolled dur- 
ing the year 179 members (74 married 
and 105 single) as against 211 (107 
married and 104 single) in 1934. The 
losses due to resignations, suspensions 
from rolls, etc. were 226. In 1934 such 
losses were also 226. 



The problem of membership is a 
most important one. Recently a com- 
mittee consisting of chairmen of com- 
mittees was appointed for the purpose 
of rinding a solution. We are particu- 
larly concerned with the large number 
of resignations received each year. We 
realize the fact that every organiza- 
tion is faced with the problem of a 
fluctuating membership, but some ac- 
tion should be taken to reduce to a 
minimum the number of those who 
find it necessary to sever their con- 
nection with the institution. The Hon. 
Emanuel Greenherg and his committee 
on Membership were hard at work 
throughout the year devising all sorts 
of plans tending to increase the Cen- 
ter membership, and it is primarily due 
to their efforts that we are continually 
adding new members to our rolls. 

PHYSICAL TRAINING 
DEPARTMENT 

THE attendance in our Physical 
Training Department was 28,854 
in 1935 as against 30,359 in 1934. The 
records show that 20,921 men and 2,- 
781 women made use of the facilities. 
The attendance of boys was 3,763 and 
that of girls was 1,389. The net cost of 
maintaining the department for the 
vear was $2,388.83, as against $1,- 
822.28 in 1934. Included in the receipts 
is the income from the Basketball 
Games, conducted under the super- 
vision of a sub-committee headed by 
Mr. Albert Witty. The chairman of 
the committee. Mr. David B. Kam- 
insky, and his active associates, have 
met often and solved the many pro- 
blems incidental to proper conduct of 
this department. 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

THE various repairs in the building 
were, as heretofore, entrusted in 
the capable hands of our Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mr. Hyman Aaron. He dis- 
charged his duties in a most commend- 
able manner. Day in and day out, he 
looks after the various improvements 
and supervises all repairs that may be 
needed to keep the building in perfect 
condition, and at a minimum cost to 
the institution. 

* * * 

My sincere thanks are extended to 
the chairmen of all the above com- 
mittees, and to the members of their 
committees, as well as to the follow- 
ing chairmen of other committees for 
their loyal co-operation: Mr. I. Lev- 
ingson, Arbitration Committee ; Mr. 



Nathan T. Schwartz, Cemetery Com- 
mittee; Mr. Max H. Haft, Chevra Ka- 
dislia; Mr. Jacob L. Holtzman, Civic 
Committee, and Mr. Albert A. Wein- 
stein, Greviance Committee. 

FINANCES 

IN my last annual message, 1 report- 
ed on two major financial difficul- 
ties that have confronted us for the 
past few years, namely, the indebted- 
ness to the Bank of United States and 
the problems of the interest on the 
first mortgage. I am happy to say that 
these two matters have been settled. 
The indebtedness to the Bank of 
United States is gradually being re- 
duced through monthly payments. The 
rate of interest on the first mortgage 
was also settled upon terms most satis- 
factory to our institution. 

While the state of uncertainty which 
these two difficulties brought about is 
at an end, their settlement carries with 
it new financial burdens which we shall 
have to meet during the coming years. 
We shall have to find the means of 
meeting the payments of current inter- 
est as well as the installments on the 
amount due for past interest. We shall 
need the whole-hearted and loyal co- 
operation of every member of the in- 
stitution to meet these obligations. In 
this connection, I feel that I must ex- 
press your gratitude and mine to Mr. 
Nathan D. Shapiro, who, in the past 
years, conducted the difficult negotia- 
tions that led to the settlement of the 
mortgage problem. He was ably assist- 
ed by our secretary, Mr. Max Herz- 
feld, who rendeerd splendid services, 
Mr. Jacob L. Holtzman has served us 
most loyally in negotiating the settle- 
ment of the Bank of United States in- 
debtedness, and in removing the land 
tax placed on our building. To all of 
them, we owe a debt of gratitude which 
we shall never be able to amply repay. 

SISTERHOOD 

HAVE asked the outgoing Presi- 
I dent of the Sisterhood to render a 
separate report on the work of her or- 
ganization. Now that Mrs. Brenner has 
decided to relinquish her duties I know 
that I am voicing the sentiments of all 
of you when I extend to her sincere 
thanks for her splendid efforts and en- 
ergetic work in helping to build up a 
fine and active auxiliary. I am confi- 
dent that the new president of the or- 
ganization, Mrs. Albert Witty, will 

(Continued on page 22) 
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SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS, EDUCATIONAL 
AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES OF THE BROOKLYN 
JEWISH CENTER, FROM JAN. 1 to DEC. 31, 1935 



A. Friday Night Lectures and Services 

"A Lesson in Self-Analysis — Why Are 
IV e Jews So Impotent-"' — by Rabbi 
Levintiial. — Jan. 4, 1935. 

"What Is Wrong With Us Jews — A 
Further Lesson in Self-Analysis ," — 
by Rabbi Levintiial — Jan. 11, 
1935. 

"Jews by Compulsion Or By Convic- 
tion — Which?" by Rabbi Louis 
Hammer — Jan. 18, 1935. 

"When Does Life Begin?" by Rabbi 
Levintiial — Jan. 25, 1935. 

"The Present Jczeish JJ'orld Scene" by 
Mr. Abraham Goldberg — Feb. 1, 
1935. 

"Wanted : Modern Guides for the Per- 
plexed of Our Day" bv Rabbi Lev- 
inthal— Feb. 8, 1935'. 

"The Hope and Salvation of the 
World" bv Rabbi Levintiial — Feb. 
15, 1935.' 

"The Crisis in Civilization — Fascism, 
Communism, Democracy — Which?" 
by Rabbi Levintiial — Feb. 22, 
1935. 

"A Plea For Differences" by Rev. Dr. 
Louis D. Gross — March 1, 1935. 

"The American Standard of Dying" by 
Rabbi Levinthal — March 8, 1935. 

"The Call to Jewish JVomanliood" by 
Judge Anna Kross — Special Wo- 
men's Service in honor of Purim — 
March 15, 1935. 

"Moses Maimonidcs — His Life and 
Times" in honor of the 800th anni- 
versary of his birth, bv Rabbi Lev- 
intiial— March 22, 1935. 

"An Understanding Heart" by Rabbi 
Nathan Perilman — March 29, 
1935. 

"Maimonidcs — His Unique Genius and 
His Great Influence" opening Fri- 
day Night Lecture Services — by 
Rabbi Levintiial — April 5, 1935. 

"From the 19th Zionist Congress to 
Palestine" bv Morris Rotiienberg 
—Nov. 1, 1935. 

"The Olympic (James — Is It a Jewish 
or an American Issue?" by Dr. Lev- 
intiial — Nov. 8, 1935. 

"Life in Hie New Palestine" by J udge 



Bernard Rosenblatt — Nov. 15, 
1935. 

"The Late Chief Rabbi Kook" by 
Rabbi Levintiial — Nov. 22, 1935. 
1935. 

"The Jew in a Changing World" by 
Rabbi Abba Abrams — Nov. 29, 
1935. 

"Twenty-five Years of Brooklyn Jew- 
ish Ministry" by Rabbi Levintiial 
Dec. 6, 1935. 

"Is Man the Master of His Fate?" by 
Rabbi Lyman Judah Schaciitel 
—Dec. 13, 1935. 

"It Also Happened 2100 Years Ago" 
A Chanukah Sermon bv Rabbi Lev- 
intiial— Dec. 20, 1935. 

"The Jewish College Student and Jezv- 
ish Life" bv Louis E. Levintiial, 

Esq.— Dec. 27, 1935. 

♦ ^ ♦ 
B. Sabbath Morning Services 

Rabbi Levinthal on the Weekly Por- 
tion of the Torah. 
Rabbi Golovensky — May 11, 1935. 

% ' % 

C. Holiday Services 

M'urim Services — Reading of the Mag- 

illah— March 18, 1935. 
yFirst Day of Passover. "The Signifi- 
cance of the Festival" by Rabbi 
Levintiial— April IS, 1935. 
v^Second Day of Passover. "The Signifi- 
cance of the Festival" by Rabbi 
Levintiial — April 19, 1935. 
i Seventh Day of Passover. Rabbi Lev- 
i intiial, speaker — April 24, 1935. 
Eighth Day of Passover. Mr. Maurice 

Samuel, Speaker — April 25, 1935. 
^First Day of Shevnoth. Rabbi Levin- 
tiial, speaker — June 7, 1935. 
Second Day of Shevuoth. Rabbi Lev- 
intiial Speaker — June 8, 1935. 
t/Slicbotb Services: Rev. Samuel Kan- 
tor assisted bv the Oscar ] ulius 
Choir— Sept. 21, 1935. 
■/First Day of Rash llashonah. "Mad 
Laughter of the JVorld" by Rabbi 
Levintiial — Sept. 28, 1935. 
First Day of Rosh llashonah. Audi- 
torium. "The Lessons of the Past as 
a Guide to the Future" by Mr. Ben- 
jamin fl iks i i - Sept. 28, 1935. 
Second Day of Rosh ITashouah. 
"Mother Rachel Weeping for Her 



Children." by Rabbi Levinthal — 
Sept. 29, 1935. 

Second Day of Rosh Hashonah. Audi- 
torium. "Sounds of the Shofar and 
Their Meaning" by Mr. Benjamin 
Hirsh— Sept. 29, 1935. 

Kol Nidre Services. "The Fundamen- 
tal Principles of Jezvish Life" by 
Rabbi Levinthal — Oct. 6, 1935. 

Kol Nidre Services. Auditorium. Mr. 
Benjamin Hirsh, speaker — Oct. 6, 
1935. 

Yom Kippur Services. "Taking the 
Name of God in Vain" by Rabbi 
Levinthal — Oct. 7, 1935. 

Yom Kippur Services. Auditorium. 
"Yom Kippur— The Day of Days" 
bv Mr. Benjamin Hirsh — Oct. 7, 
1935. 

First Day of Succoth. Rabbi Levin- 
thal, Speaker — Oct. 11, 1935. 

Second Day of Succoth. Rabbi Levin- 
thal, Speaker — Oct. 12, 1935. 

Shemini Atzeres Services. Rabbi Lev- 
inthal, Speaker — Oct. 19, 1935. 

Rev. Dr. Israel H. Levintiial, Rabbi 
Rev. Samuel Kantor, Cantor 
Rev. Meyer Rogoff, Sexton 



1/ 



HEBREW EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

A. Junior Congregation 

The children of the Hebrew School 
meet every Saturday morning and 
during Holidays in the Beth Hamc- 
drash. Sermons are delivered by the 
members of the Plebrew School 
Faculty and guest speakers. 

B. Daily Hebrew School^ 

Meets Daily from 4:00 to 6-r4-5 P. M. 
and Sundavs and Legal Holidays 
from 10:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. 

C. Religious School 

Meets every Sunday morning through- 
out the season. 

D. Three-Day-Week School for Girls 

Tuesday and Thursday ^afternoons and 
Sunday mornings. c ~- 

E. Class in Ein Yaakob and Bible Study 

Meets every Saturday afternoon. 
Rabbi Israel H. Levintiial, Prin- 
cipal. 

Mrs. J. Serisix Beder 
F. AT. Edelstein 
Benjamin Hirsh 

(Continued on next page) 
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MISCELLANEOUS JEWISH 
ACTIVITIES 

Chamisho Usor B'Shevat Celebration 
for Children of Hebrew and Sunday 
Schools. "Jewish Life in Palestine 
Today" by Air. Samuel Edelheit. 
Movies on Palestine — Jan. 20, 1935. 

Parent-Teachers Association of He- 
brew School. "Glimpses on Russia" 
bv Mr. E. M. Edelstein — Jan. 23, 
1935. 

Parent-Teachers Association of He- 
brew School. "Palestine and Russia 
— A Comparison" by E. M. Edel- 
stein— Eeb. 27, 1935. 

Parent-Teachers Association of He- 
brew School. "How Can IV c Teach 
Religion to Our Children?" Lecture 
—March 20, 1935. 

Children's Purim Masquerade by He- 
brew and Sunday Schools — March 
24, 1935. 

Motion Picture — "The Romance of 
Palestine"— May 4-1935. 

Parent-Teachers Association of He- 
brew and Sunday Schools — Meeting 
May 21, 1935. 

Strawberry Festival, Entertainment 
and Dance under auspices of Parent- 
Teachers Association of Hebrew and 
Sunday Schools — June 12, 1935. 

Hebrew School Graduation. Mr. Ber- 
nard Semel, Speaker — June 17, 1935 

Special Children's Service in the Main 
Synagogue. "What Does Rosli Has- 
houah Teach Us?' '— Oct. 14, 1935. 

Parent-Teachers Association of He- 
brew School. Mr. E. M. Edelstein, 
Speaker— Oct. 23, 1935. 

Initiation Services conducted by new 
Hebrew School pupils — Dec. 27, 
1935. 

Chanukab Entertainment by Hebrew 
and Sunday Schools — Dec. 29, 1935. 



SINGING GROUP FOR ADULTS 

Meets every Tuesday evening under 
the leadership of Cantor Samuel 
Kantor. 



SOCIAL AND YOUNG FOLKS 
ACTIVITIES 

Adult, Young Folks and Children 

Annual Meeting of the Center — (an. 
17, 1935. 

Young Folks League Meeting and 

Bridge — Feb. 6. 1935. 
Young Folks League Meeting and 

Dance— Feb. 14, 1935. 
Young Folks League Dance — March 7, 

1935. 



Reception to New Members — March 
21, 1935. 

Presentation of "Another Language" 
by Center Players — March 23, 1935. 

Young Folks League Meeting — April 
4, 1935. 

Presentation of "Yiddish King Lear" 
under auspices of the Drama De- 
partment of the P.VV.A. — April 4, 
1935. 

Reception to Students of Institute of 
fewish Studies for Adults — April 
15, 1935. 

Presentation of the "Mikado" under 
the auspices of the Drama Depart- 
ment of the Emergencv Relief Bu- 
reau—April 16, 1935. 

Monthly Social Meeting of the General 
Membership — May 2, 1935. 

Young Folks League Lag B'Omcr 
Dance— May 21, W35. 

"Far Away Princess and "Nine Lives 
of Emily" produced by the Little 
Theatre Group under the auspices of 
Drama Department Works Division 
of Emergency Relief Bureau — May 
23, 1935. 

Center Kiddie Revue of 1935 — May 
26, 1935. 

"Yiddish King Lear" produced second 
time under personal supervision of 
Boris Thomashefsky — Mav 27, 
1935. 

Monthly Social Meeting of the Gen- 
eral Membership — June 5, 1935. 

Yiddish Farce — "Uptown and Down- 
town" presented by Drama Depart- 
ment Works Division of New York- 
City— Sept. 9, 1935. 

Return Engagement of Yiddish Play, 
"Uptown and Downtown" — Oct. 8, 
1935. 

Monthly Social Meeting of the Gen- 
eral Membership— Oct. 9. 1935. 

Simchas Torah Dinner — Oct. 20, 1935. 

Golf Tournament at Idlewild Beach 
Golf Course— Oct. 27. 1935. 

Thanksgiving Eve Dinner and Dance 

—Nov. 27, 1935. 

Monthly Social Meeting of the Gen- 
eral Membership — Dec. 24. 1935. 

New Year's Eve Celebration — Dec. 31, 
1935. 



INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES 
FOR ADULTS 

Hebrew A 1— Every Thursday at 9:00 
P.M.— Miss Betty Ungar, Instruc- 
tor. 

Hebrew A2— Everv Thursday at 9 :00 
P.M. — Mrs. J. S. Beder, Instructor. 

Hebrew B — Every Thursday at ( L00 
P.M.— Miss Li'llie Rubee* Instruc- 
tor. 



Hebrew C- — Every Thursday at 8:00 
P.M. — Miss Irene Bush, Instructor. 

Hebrew D — Every Thursday at 8:00 
P.M. — Mr. Benjamin Hirsch, In- 
structor. OJ^O*, ~ '/ r-»- ijLCA v 

Hebrew E— Every Thursday at 9:00 
P.M. — Mr. E. M. Fdelbtein, Instruc- 
tor. 

Jewish Historv — Every Tuesday at 9 
P.M.— Rabbi Jsidor S. Meyer, In- 
structor, 

lewish Religion — Every Tuesday at 8 
P.M.— Rabbi Isidor'S. Meyer, In- 
structor. 

Talmud A — Every Tuesday at 8:00 
P.M. — Dr. Michael lliggcr, Instruc- 
tor. 

Talmud B — Every Tuesday at 9:00 
P.M. — Dr. Michael Higger, Instruc- 
tor. 

The Bible as Literature — Every Thurs- 
day at 8:00 P. M. — Mr. Louis J. 
Gribetz, Instructor. 

History of Jewish Literature — Every 
Tuesday at 9:00 P.M.— Mr. Cyrus 
Levinthal, Instructor. 



FORUM AND EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 

A. Monday Night Forums 

"Foreign Affairs" by Hon. James W. 

Gerard — Jan. 7, 1935. 
"The Other Side of the Mountain" by 

Dr. S. Parkes Cadman — Jan. 14, 

1935. 

"Current Economic Problems" by 
United States Senator Robert M. La 
Follette— Jan. 21, 1935. 

"Nazi Germany's Challenge to Europe" 
bv lohannes Steel — Jan. 28, 1935. 

"The'SOOth Anniversary of the Birth 
of Moses Maimonides — Greatest 
fewish Philosopher" bv Dr. Israel 
Efros— Feb. 4, 1935. 

"Murder-Made In German}'" by Heinz 
Liepman — Feb. 11, 1935. 

"Russia As I Saw It" bv James Water- 
man Wise— Feb. 18. 1935. 

"Judaism and the Modern View of 
" Sex" bv Dr. Albert Mordell— Feb. 
25, 1935. 

"What Ghandi Taught the World" by 
Dr. Haridas Muzumdar — March 4, 
1935. 

"Is Family Life Conducive to Social 
Progress?" Debate. Dr. Edward N. 
Schoolman vs. Dr. Samuel D. 
Schmalhausen — March 11. 1935. 

"Is the American Jew Safe or Un- 
safe?" bv Rev. Dr. Stephen S. Wise 
—March 18. 1935. 

"Italy, Germany and Russia Today" 
bv Prof. Scott Nearing — March 25, 
1935. 
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Annual Health Lectures. Symposium 
on "Socialized Medicine" by Dr. 
Louis 1. Harris and Dr. Samuel J. 
Kopetzky, Speakers. Address of 
welcome by Air. David B. Kamin- 
sky and Dr. Reuben Finkelstein, 

Brooklyn Celebration of the 800th An- 
niversary of the Birth of Maimon- 
ides at the Center, sponsored by the 
Brooklyn Jewish Ministers Associa- 
tion—April 8, 1935. 

Opening of the fifteenth season of 
Forum lectures. "The Changing Sta- 
tus of the Jew in the Modern 
World" bv Rabbi Abba Hillel Sil- 
ver— Oct. 21, 1935. 

"The Crisis of World History" by 
Prof. Harrv Elmer Barnes — Oct. 28, 
1935. 

"The Italian - Ethiopion Situation" 

Symposium. Miss Carla Orlando vs. 

Prof. Max! Ascoli— Nov. 4, 1935. 
"Psycho-Analysis for Normal People" 

by Prof. Fritz Wittels— Nov. 11, 

1935. 

"Does America Need Fascism ?" by 
fames Waterman Wise — Nov. 18, 
1935. 

"The Fate of Europe: 1914-1940" by 
Emil Ludwig— Nov. 25, 1935. 

"The Philosophies of Stalin, Hitler and 
Mussolini — Where They Lead" by 
Hon. Rennie Smith — Dec. 2, 1935. 

"The Dying Stage and the Deathless 
Theatre" bv Gilbert Seldes— Dec. 9, 
1935. 

"Is Mercy Killing of Incurables Justi- 
fiable?" Symposium. Dr. Sidney E. 
Goldstein vs. Dr. Samuel J. Kopet- 
zky— Dec. 16, 1935. 

"Can Present Government Policies 
Save Capitalism?" bv Prof. Scott 
Nearing— Dec. 23, 1935. 

"What Has the Depression Done to 
People?" bv Dr. Ira S. Wile— Dec. 
30, 1935. 



DR. ALBERT BRANDT 
C. Course on Philosophy 

"The Problems of Philosophy Are 
Eternal"— Jan. 2, 1935. 

"Why Philosophy If We Have Sci- 
ence?"— Jan. 9, 1935. 

"Why Philosophy If We Have Reli- 
gion?"— Jan. 16, 1935. 

"Romantic Jewish Philosophies" — Jan. 
30, 1935. 



DR. ELIAS LIEBERMAN 

D. "The Many Sided Jew" 

"The Jew in a Christian World" — Feb. 
6, 1935. 



'The Eternal Jew"— Feb. 13. 1935. 
'The Dream of a Jewish Homeland" 

—Feb. 20, 1935. 
'The Cosmopolitan Jew" — Feb. 28, 

1935. 



MR. A. T. PUSHKOFF 
E. "Appreciation of Music" 

"The Elements of Music" — Feb. 26, 
1935. 

"Melodv, Rhvthm and Harmony" — 

March 5, 1935. 
"Harmony and Structure" — March 12, 

1935. 

"Music from 1600 to 1750" — March 
26, 1935. 

"Music from 1600 to 1750"— Contin- 
ued— April 2, 1935. 

"The Transition to Sonata Form'' — 
April 9, 1935. 

"Mozart"— April 30, 1935. 

"Beethoven"— May 7, 1935. 

Mr. Murray Glaser, piano accom- 
panist. 



DR. ERNEST L. BAKER 
F. "Psychology of Everyday Life" 

"Truth and Fallacies About Your In- 
heritance" — March 6, 1935. 

"Your Character in Action" — March 
13, 1935. 

"Understanding and Developing Your 
Mental Abilities"— March, 20, 1935. 

"How Your Disposition Developed" — 
March 27, 1935. 

"How Mental Patterns Determine in 
Human Behavior" — April 3, 1935. 

"How Inherited Patterns Influence 
Learning"— April 10, 19935. 

"Inherited Patterns in Relation to 
Crime"— May 1, 1935. 

"Inherited Patterns in Their Relation 
to Sexual Urges and Disorders" — 
May 8, 1935. 

"Truth and Fallacies in Love and Mar- 
riage"— May 15, 1935. 

"The Psychology of Dreams" — May 
22, 1935. 

"The Psychology of Religion" — May 
29. 1935. 

"The Power of Belief in Self Expres- 
sion" — June 3, 1935. 

"Social Masks and Mental Conflicts" 
—June 10, 1935. 

"How Emotional Overlays Thwart 
Your Ambitions" — June 17, 1935. 

"Building Yonr Own Future" — fune 
24, 1935. 



MR. NATHAN KLEINHANDLER 
G. "The Probems of Sociology" 

"Shall We Scrap the Constitution?" — 
Oct. 16, 1935. 



"The Government and Private Pro- 
perty"— Oct. 23, 1935. 

"Case Study in Imperialism — The 
Italo-Ethiopian Situation" — Oct. 30, 
1935. 

"War — Can We Prevent It?" — Nov. 
6, 1935. 

"Our Muddled Foreign ' Affairs" — 

Nov. 13, 1935. 
"Why Is Labor Restless" — Nov. 20, 

1935. 

"The Third Party— Significance, Im- 
portance and Possibilities" — Nov. 
27, 1935. 

"Dictatorship or Democracy — a World 

Survey"— Dec. 11, 1935. 
"The Problem of Security" — Dec. 18, 

1935. 



HEBREW AND YIDDISH LECTURES 

Yiddish Program based on the works 
of Walt Whitman and Henry Wads- 
worth Longfellow. Dr. James Glo- 
bus and Dr. Abraham Asen, Speak- 
ers— Feb. 17, 1935. 

Hebrew Evening. "The History of 
Halakah" by Prof. Chaim Cherno- 
vitz, "Rav Tzoir" and Prof. Nisson 
Touroff— March 3, 1935. 

Yiddish Lecture on "Sholom Asch, 
Abraham Reisen and D. Bergelson" 
by Mr. Z. Weinper— Mar. 31, 1935. 



PHYSICAL TRAINING COMMITTEE 

Basketball Game and Dance. B. J. C. 
vs. 92nd Street Y.M.H.A.— Jan. 19, 
1935. 

Basketball Game and Dance. B. J. C. 

vs. Union Temple — Jan. 31, 1935. 
Basketball Game and Dance. B. J. C. 

vs Bronx Y.M.H.A.— Feb. 2, 1935. 
Basketball Game and Dance. B. J. C. 

vs. Morris Park Caseys — Feb. 17, 

1935. 

Basketball Game and Dance. B. J. C. 
vs Bronx Y.M.H.A.— Mar. 2, 1935. 

Basketball Game and Dance. B. J. C. 
vs. Brooklyn Dux— March 9, 1935. 

Basketball Game and Dance. B. J. C. 
vs. All Star Team consisting of Col- 
lege Players— March 31, 1935. 

Health Lectures. For Women: 

"The Signifienace of Abnormal Bleed- 
ing in Women" by Dr. Leo S. 
Schwartz. 

"Psychologic Aspects of Plastic Sur- 
gery" by Dr. Joseph Safian. Dr. 
Samuel A. Wolfe, presiding. — Apr. 
2. 1935. 

Health Lectures. For Men: 

"Normal Sox Life for Men" bv Dr. 
Charles Panoflf— April 2, 1Q35! 
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Stanley Rilcer 


Son 


of 


Mr. 


and Mrs. 1. Jerome Riker 


January 5, 


1935 


Richard Kurz 


Son 


of 


Mr. 


and Mrs. 1. J. Kurz 


January 19, 


1935 


Morton Serson Farber 


Son 


of 


Mr. 


and Mrs. David Farber 


January 26, 


1935 


George Lewis 


Son 


of 


Mr. 


and Mrs. Percy Lewis 


February 9, 


1935 


Lawrence Siskin 


Son 


of 


Mr. 


and Mrs. Abraham Siskind 


March 23. 


1935 


Morton Levin 


Son 


of 


Mr. 


and Mrs. Philip A. Levin 


March 30, 


1935 


Morton Monasch 


Son 


of 


Mr. 


and Mrs. Charles Monasch 


April 6, 1935 


Paul Rosenstein 


Son 


of 


Mr. 


and Mrs. David Rosenstein 


April 13, 


1935 


Stanley J. Hartman 


Son 


of 


Mrs. Aaron Hartman 


May 4, 


1935 


Albert Joseph Scharff 


Son 


of 


Mr. 


and Mrs. Jacob Scharff 


May 25, 


1935 


Robert Schur 


Son 


of 


Mr. 


and Mrs. Arthur L Schur 


June 8, 


1935 


Jay Irwin Norek 


Son 


of 


Mr. 


and Mrs. Herman H. Dushkind 


June 15, 


1935 


David Joseph 


Son 


of 


Mr. 


and Mrs. Joseph Joseph 


June 22, 


1935 


Albert Jaffe 


Son 


of 


Mr. 


and Mrs. Louis N. Jaffe 


Juno 29, 


1935 


Allen Spiegel 


Son 


of 


Mr. 


and Mrs. David Spiegel 


Nov. 2, 


1935 


Frederick Bernstein 


Son 


of 


Mr. 


and Mrs. Samuel Bernstein 


Nov. 23, 


1935 


Howard Quittner 


Son 


of 


Mr. 


and Mrs. Carl Quittner 


' Dec. 14, 


1935 



Basketball Game and Dance. B. J. C. 
vs. Newark Y.M.H.A. — Nov. 5, 
1935. 

Basketball Game and Dance. B. J. C. 

vs. Bensonhurst Jewish Community 

House— Nov. 16, 1953. 
Basketball Game and Dance. B. J. C. 

vs. Newark Athletic Club — Dec. 1, 

1935. 

Basketball Game and Dance. B. J. C. 
vs. Prudential A. A. of Newark — 
Dec. 19, 1935. 

Samuel Schoexfeld, Physical Train- 
ing Director. 

Mjss Sylvia I ?AU>f gartex, Physical 
Training Director for Women. 



COMMITTEE ON AUXILIARY 
ACTIVITIES 

Young Folks League — Unmarried Cen- 
ter members as well as children of 
members, male over 21 and female 
over 18 years of age. 

Center Players — for young men and 
young ladies. 

Junior League — Boys 18 to 21 years, 
and girls 17 to 20 years. 

Intermediate — Boys 16 to 18 years, and 
girls 15 to 17 years. 

Junior Boys Club — Boys 13 and 15 
years. 

Girls "Pep" Club— Girls 13 and 14 
years. 

Boy Scout Troop — 12 to 15 years of 
age. 

Girl Scout Troop — 12 to 16 years of 
age. 



MEN'S CLUB ACTIVITIES 

Men's Club Meeting and Card Part} - , 
justice Black, speaker. — Jan. 22, 
1935. 

"A Night in Sportland" arranged by 
Men's Club— Jan. 24, 1935. 

Men's Club Meeting. Amateur Night — 
Feb. 28, 1935. 

Men's Club Meeting. Card Partv — 
March 28, 1935. 



SISTERHOOD ACTIVITIES 

Executive meeting — Jan. 2, 1935. 
Dutch Supper and Bridge Partv — Jan. 
26. 1935. 

Meeting. "The Problem of our Youth" 
by Mrs. A. H. Vixman. "Current 
Jewish Events" bv Mrs. Helen Le- 
vinthal SuklofL— Jan. 30, 1935. 

Meeting. "A Bird's Eye View of Our 
City Government" by Mrs. Rosalie 
Lowe Whitney. Jewish Current 
Events bv Mrs. Israel 11. Levinthal. 
Feb. 28, 1935. 



Sisterhood Participation at Annual 
Bazaar of Brooklyn Home and Hos- 
pital for the Aged.— Mar. 12, 1935. 

Meeting. "Jewish Wit and Humor" by 
Mr. Irving Davidson. — March 28, 
1935. 

Fifth Annual Bazaar — Mav 11 to 16, 
1935. 

Special Blue Plate Dinner in conjunc- 
tion with Bazaar — May 12, 1935. 

Meeting. — April 11, 1935. 

Meeting. Mrs. Schein, Speaker — Oct. 
3, 1935. 

Meeting— Oct. 17, 1935. 

Meeting. Nomination and Election of 
Officers and Executive Board — Nov. 
13, 1935. 

Meeting with Parent-Teachers Asso- 
ciation — Nov. 20, 1935. 

Meeting. "The Call for Service to the 
Jewish Women of Today" by Mrs. 
Israel Davidson. — Dec. 4, 1935. 

Executive Board — Dec. 10. 1935. 

ANNUAL MESSAGE 

(Continued from page 18) 
carry on the fine tradition for active 
service established by Mrs.- Brenner. 

EXPRESSIONS OF THANKS 

THE office of President of an in- 
stitution such as ours carries with 
it a tremendous responsibility, one that 
taxes the full resources of any single 
individual. Fortunately for me and for 
the Center, the responsibility was 
shared by my two fellow officers, the 
first and second vice-presidents. Mr. 
Henry Seinfel and Mr. Hyman Aaron. 
My sincere thanks to both of them. I 
am grateful also to our Rabbi Levin- 
thai for his loyal and valuable co-oper- 
tion. He has always been of great help 
to me in solving our numerous and 
difficult problems. The chairmen and 
members of our committees, the mem- 
bers of the Board of Trustees and the 
Governing Board all deserve our ap- 



preciation for their assistance. 

This report would certainly not be 
complete if I should fail to express the 
gratitude and debt we owe to our 
faithful and able administrative direc- 
tor, Mr. Joseph Goldberg. He has 
stood by our institution since its incep- 
tion, and has worked diligently, sin- 
cerely and, above all, conscientiously. 
No matter what words I would use, 
they would not adequately do justice 
to the service he has rendered. 

In conclusion let me thank you all 
for the confidence you have reposed in 
me during the three years of my ad- 
ministration. It was this confidence and 
this trust that helped me carry on with 
the arduous duties that go with the of- 
fice of President of this organization. 
I have given the best that was in me to 
promote the interests of our beloved 
Brooklyn Jewish Center. I shall, God 
willing, continue to render such ser- 
vice as will make the institution grow 
from strength to strength in the years 
to come. 



This congregation affectionately 
recalls those of its members who 
during the past year, exchanged 
their earthly habitation for the 
eternal abode. They have record- 
ed their lives on the tablets of our 
hearts, and their names will ever 
be mentioned for blessing. 

Aaron Cohn January 18, 1935 

Milton Danziger February 9, 1935 

Dr. Samuel J. Bernstein Apr. 2, 1935 

Abraham Posner May 8, 1935 

Jacob L. Cohen May 25, 1935 

Mrs. Hyman Fein July 26, 1935 

Mrs. Hyman Spitz Nov. 5, 1935 

Mrs. Lillian Prenslcy Dec. 9, 1935 

"And the Dust Returncth to the 
Earth As It Is But the Spirit Re- 
turneth Unto God Who Gave It." 
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THEY TAKE THE TRICKS 

(Continued from page 6) 



new worlds to conquer retired to write 
a book. 

Gottlieb is a young man of wealth. 
Divorced recently, he was married last 
month to Jane Winton, screen and 
stage star. His interest in bridge be- 
gan as a hobby, as did Schencken's, 
but Burnstine's story is a different one. 
It is the story of a boy who made good. 

Burnstine attended the public schools 
of New York City. At the High 
School of Commerce in Manhattan he 
was a member of the track team and 
liked tennis and basketball. He could 
not attend college because of a conge- 
nital visual weakness. Poker was later 
his diversion. At this money game he 
was pleasantly surprised to find that 
his fortunes were very gratifying. 

Burnstine first made his acquaint- 
ance with bridge in 1925. Following 
his dissolution of a business partner- 
ship, he went off to Boston for a six- 
weeks' vacation to visit his parents. 
With nothing but time on his hands he 



began to explore the game that his 
friends were taking up in New York. 

His rise thereafter was meteoric un- 
til in 1932, at the age af 32, he was 
acclaimed the best of the master play- 
ers of the country, a distinction he still 
holds. 

Excellence at bridge is generally at- 
tested to by the number of master 
points a player has, these credits being 
awarded as a result of triumphs in 
tournaments. On this basis it is to be 
found that we have many Jewish play- 
ers who excel nationally. 

Among them Phil Abramsohn of 
New York has established the very en- 
viable reputation of being the best de- 
fensive player in the country. Harry 
Fishbein, Fred Kaplan, Irv Epstein 
and Sydney Rusinow are a renowned 
quartet. Sam Naiman has become 
prominently identified with the Ameri- 
can Bridge League, and Nate Spingold 



the donor of an important trophy. 

Brooklyn has five ranking players, 
headed by Herbie Rosenzweig and 
Alex Schultz. Schultz, in company 
with Robert Chatkin, Jay T. Feigus 
and Al Brodsky, all of the Long Island 
Bridge League, won the coveted points 
by winning the Metropolitan team-of- 
four title this season. 

Ben Feuer is a bridger who first at- 
tained prominence as intercollegiate 
chess champion. Hubert Boscowitz, 
Irving Silverman, Max Hochberg, Leo 
Pressberg, Sid Silido, Morris Ellis, 
Herbert Goldsmith, Sam Katz, Harry 
Levy, Jacob Weisman, Herman Gold- 
berg, A. L. Siegel, Aaron Frank, S. 
B. Fink, Bernard Rabinowitz, Jeff 
Glick and R. M. Wilberg have similar- 
ly won master points. 

Among the women bridger s Mrs. 
Annie Rosenfeld, Miss Ruth Sherman, 
and Mrs. Theo. Greenbaum have at- 
tained the master rank, while Mrs. 
Herman Lieberman, Mrs. M. D. 
Rothschild and Mrs. Jeannette Sam- 
uels are associated with the American 
Bridge League. 
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SOME PEOPLE THINK THAT 
IN ORDER TO WEAR COM- 
FORTABLE, WELL - FITTING 
SHOES, THE KIND OF SHOES 
THAT PROMOTE HEALTH, 
THEY MUST WEAR PLAIN, 
UNATTRACTIVE FOOTGEAR. 

A VISIT TO THE TREE-MARK 
STORE WILL AT ONCE PROVE 
HOW WRONG IS THIS BE- 
LIEF. TREE-MARK SHOES ARE 
DESIGNED BOTH FOR BEAU- 
TY AND HEALTH. THEY 
BEAUTIFY THE FOOT WHILE 
ASSURING THE WEARER OF 
EVERY COMFORT . 



Tree-Mark Shoe Company 

6 DELANCEY STREET NEW YORK 



Otto, CJ&ioiykhjtx 
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A WOMAN of NOBILITY 



WITH ringing cheers and 
shouts of joy some hundred 
and fifty women and as many 
men welcomed the appearance of Mrs. 
Phillip Brenner in the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center, the past month, the occasion 
being a surprise party in her honor. 

It is difficult to convey the color, 
warmth and mood of this delightful 
affair. The dining hall of the Brook- 
lyn Jewish Center has seen many a 
bright day but comparatively few 
gatherings have evoked such genuine 
enthusiasm for an individual. 

It was indeed a surprise party. For 
a number of weeks several hundred 
women kept the matter a complete 
secret. Though the collective self-con- 
trol exercised in this instance will 
stand out as an isolated example, yet 
henceforth the charge that women can- 
not keep a secret must be considered 
a libel. 

The sponsors and managers of the 
project did well to enjoin secrecy 
for the impression prevailed that had 
Mrs. Brenner been consulted or in- 
formed about it she would not have 
consented to be the guest of honor. 

Mrs. Brenner is in her late forties, 
a sweet lively tempered lady, with 
graceful manners, and a businesslike 
sense of duty. She is the goddess of 
a happy family circle, and lives sim- 
ply in a home of ample comforts. 
"Her children . . . call her blessed, 
her husband also . . . praiseth her." 

But why this hearty, complimentary 
demonstration in her favor ? What is 
it that won for her the admiration and 
esteem of Brooklyn Jewry? What 
qualities has she exhibited that have 
enkindled in people an enthusiasm a- 
kin to adoration ? 

The answer was partly supplied by 
Mrs. Brenner herself in a speech 
which was as felicitous as it was brief 
when, after gratefully acknowledging 
the kindness of the assembled guests, 
she began expressing her appreciation 
and thanks to her co-workers in a 
score of charitable, benevolent and ed- 
ucational institutions. It became ap- 



parent that the assembly was honoring 
one whose character is rooted in the 
rich soil of humanity, one who is living 
a life of active usefulness and benefi- 
cence, and whose morality and charity 
are inspired by fine religious faith. 

Mrs. Brenner is a volunteer laborer 
in the, work of social and moral re- 
generation of her fellow beings. This 
work has become with her a master- 
principle, a living practical energy in 
her soul, which fills the whole nature 
of her person and influences the whole 
range of her conduct. This principle, 
continually manifesting itself in acts 
of social helpfulness and service, has 
made it possible for her to endure 
hardship and submit to sacrifices. Her 
passion for social service impels her 
to express deep disgust at selfishness, 
to characterize persons who are able 
to but who fail to heed their sisters' 
and brothers' wants as shockingly im- 
perfect, unmanly, sinful, — people bro- 
ken down morally and out of plumb 
with real life. She has utter contempt 
for people who regard material gain 
as their chief good and physical com- 
fort and gratifications as the be-all 
and end-all of life. 

In the service of her charities she 
has enlisted her husband (an upstand- 
ing, prominent merchant) and her 
children, whom she inspired and ener- 
gized with the same zeal and useful- 
ness. 

Mrs. Brenner has no pet charities. 
Like Ruth, the true-hearted, she will 
glean or reap in any field of duty, in 
the humblest or most exalted sphere, 
whether as head of an organization or 
as a simple member. She sings with 
the poet: 

"If you cannot in the harvest, 
Garner up the richest sheaves, 
Many a grain, both ripe and gol- 
den. 

Will the careless reapers leave ; 
Go and glean among the briars, 
Growing rank against the wall, 
For it may be that their shadow 
Hides the heaviest wheat of all." 



Fight years ago she visited her hus- 
band's birthplace, a little town in Po- 
land. There she found life's cup of 
bitterness filled to overflowing. She 
stayed there for a while with the 
stricken ones. With cheerful diligence 
she set about to alleviate their sorrows. 
She had a fence built around the Jew- 
ish cemetery to keep out the animals, 
and also had a modern bathhouse con- 
structed. She established a Hebrew 
Free Loan society, and after contribu- 
ting $2,000 as an initial fund, single- 
handedly raised $30,000 for it. Upon 
her return to America she organized 
the Ladies' Relief Society of Zabludi- 
ner and has remained its president 
ever since. 

Mrs. Brenner's activities in Jewish 
charities extend over a period of 27 
years. She is a member of and pays 
dues to sixty-six different Jewish so- 
cieties. With the oncoming general 
depression and compelled economy 
she gave up many comforts so that 
she might be able to continue her char- 
itable work uninterruptedly. 

The reference by the speakers at the 
gathering to Mr. Brenner as a man of 
self-denying generosity prompted him 
to deliver an impromptu, earnest talk 
befitting the occasion. His remarks 
proved to be a pleasure as well as a 
revelation to the audience. He ex- 
plained in apt and happily chosen 
words that his wife's public endeavors 
rendered him a beneficiary rather than 
benefactor. "Happiness to my family 
came through helpfulness to others", 
he said. "Her fine considerateness 
showed itself in our home: our con- 
versation became richer, our circle of 
friends wider, our mental faculties 
awakened. Everything she did for 
others helped to keep my body in health 
and my mind in happiness". The 
sweet sensations of her triumphant 
acts of kindness were for him as a 
cosmetic that makes a woman's face 
more beautiful. Her enthusiastic heart 
lent her greater powers and greater 
charm, and the instrument of social 
progress outside of the home wrought 
a social, intellectual and spiritual trans- 
formation in the home as well. 

Mr. Brenner correctly appraised the 
(Continued on next Page) 
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value of earnest charitable endeavor. 
Sacrifice is the law of progress and 
civilization. Self-respect and self-im- 
provement came not through self -in- 
ter est but through self-denial. 

If you, readers, were to judge your- 
self according to the standards set for 
you by Mrs. Brenner's conduct, how 
would you come up to them? How 
many of you could truthfully say that 
you have added considerate acts to 
kind words? 

How often have you acknowledged 
the worthwhilencss of a cause and yet 
escaped the responsibility? Is not your 
sympathetic helpfulness largely an in- 
tellectual belief ? Does not your am- 
bition to assist actively the needy ex- 
haust itself in sentiment of admira- 
tion rather than action ? Count how 
many times you have sacrificed the 
lower pleasures for the higher duty. 

Are not most of us merely star- 
worshippers? We go into ecstasies 
about the beauties of the rainbow and 
the stars and promptly insult heaven 
by our conduct. 

Our kindness and the fulfillment of 
our duties are altogether too transient 
and occasional, like the bright gleam of 
the fire-fly by night. 

And yet never has there been an age 
which summoned Jewish men and wo- 
men to greater, more positive and con- 
sistent, altruism than the age in which 
we live. All the apparatus of govern- 
ment cannot cope successfully with 
the needs of the indigent and distress- 
ed. The work of private charity, al- 
ways effective, is more necessary than 
it ever was. 

The Brooklyn Jewish Center is 
happy and proud to know Mrs. Bren- 
ner and to know that she has favored 
it with her genial personality and her 
fruitful activity. 

"The Lord recompense thy work and 
a full reward be given thee of the Lord 
God of Israel, under whose wings thou 
art come to trust." 

— Louis J. Gribetz 

PALESTINE SOIL YIELDS 
NEW JEWISH CULTURE 

NEWS has been received in this 
country of the organization of 
a symphony orchestra in Pales- 
tine, composed of refugee musicians 
from Germany. Most of these players 
were "first desk" men, which means 
that they were the leaders of the hands 



to which they belonged. The new or- 
chestra therefore may become one of 
the foremost symphonic organizations 
in the world. Its official name is the 
Palestine Orchestra Association, and 
Bronislav Huberman, the violinist, 
now in this country, is chairman of the 
committee supporting it. 

The first concert is scheduled for 
October 24 at Tel Aviv. Sixty con- 
certs will be given within a period of 
eight months at Tel Aviv, Haifa and 
Jerusalem, while an additional twenty 
concerts will be played at the close of 
the season for the agricultural colo- 
nists. The conductors are Issay Do- 
browen, who conducted the San Fran- 
cisco Symphony Orchestra, and made 
several appearances in Xew York, 
Hans W. Steinberg, formerly conduc- 
tor of the Frankfort Opera, and Mi- 
chael Taubc, prominently known in 
Germany for his direction of chamber 
music ensembles. A number of fa- 
mous artists have pledged their assis- 
tance to the orchestra, among them the 
man known as the world's greatest 
conductor, Arturo Toscanini. 

It is also reported that the orchestra 
will broadcast over the new radio sta- 
tion at Tel Aviv, thus spreading sym- 
phonic music to every part of the 
surrounding territory where a receiv- 
ing set exists. 

Here is something to appeal to the 
imagination of Jews throughout the 
world. One may read with pride and 
awe of the achievements of the Pales- 
tinian colonists ; one may even wonder 
at such signs of development as land 
speculation and rent strikes, and when 



Israel Rokeacli — a Biography, by 
Rabbi Jacob Lcvinson 

THOSE of us in Brooklyn who 
were privileged to know the late 
Mr. Israel Rokeach, "the grand 
old man of Brooklyn Jewry", as he 
was affectionately called, will be glad 
to know that an interesting biography 
of him has just been published, writ- 
ten by Rabbi Jacob Levinson, our dis- 
tinguished neighbor and Rabbi of the 
Congregation Chovevei Torah. 

The work is in Hebrew, and bears 
the title Toldot Yisracl Rokeach. It 
is hardly believable that the life record 
of a plain man, just a business man, 
would make such fascinating reading. 
Rut then, Israel Rokeach was not just 
a business man. He was a beautiful 



we learn of industrialists and agricul- 
turists fighting labor, and of the organ- 
izations of Jewish factions dubbed 
"fascists," we know that Palestine is 
indeed on the way to being a full 
grown member of the world of nations. 

But a symphonic organization as 
high in artistic content as the Pales- 
tine Orchestra Association promises 
to be is a cultural blossom grown di- 
rect from the soil of Palestine. So far 
the general public in the United 
States has not yet known of an au- 
thor or musician of distinction de- 
veloped in the new Palestine. Un- 
doubtedly there are people of talent 
in the Jewish Homeland, but their 
fame has not yet reached us with any 
force. A motion picture notable 
only for the actual scenes it showed 
is the only artistic product we have had 
to acquaint us with the development 
of that new Jewish culture which Jew- 
ish nationalists dreamed of. 

The Palestine Orchestra Associa- 
tion becomes the herald of Palestine 
art. \Yc should eagerly familiarize our- 
selves with its progress and give it 
all the assistance it may need. It may 
be a fine and practical thing to or- 
ganize in this country societies for the 
befriending of such movements in 
Palestine as this orchestra. We can do 
a great deal to stimulate artists - in 
Eretz Israel, and even arrange to bring 
their art to this country. 

The playing of a masterful Pales- 
tinian orchestra in Carnegie Hall would 
do more for Zionism than a thousand 
speeches. — J. K. 



example of the old type Jewish Baal 
Habayit, the layman to whom nothing 
that was Jewish was alien to bis in- 
terests. 

Rabbi Levinson traces not only the 
interesting facts of his life but also 
the human touches, the intellectual and 
spiritual make-up of the man. He 
pictures him in business and in syna- 
gogue, in his home and as a commu- 
nal worker. Perhaps the most touch- 
ing chapter is the one that describes 
his interest in and love for Palestine. 

Rabbi Levinson is to be congratu- 
lated for having given American Jew- 
ry such a fine and vivid portrayal of 
an American Jew, whose life reflected 
honor to all his people. 

— Dk. Israel II. Levi.ntiial 
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"THE IDLE INN" TO BE PRESENTED 
APRIL 1st 

Peretz Hirshbein's play "The Idle 
Inn" (Die Puste Kretchma) will be 
produced in English in the Center au- 
ditorium on Wednesday evening, 
April 1st, at 8:30 o'clock, under the 
joint auspices of the Social Commit- 
tee and the Federal Theatre. 

The play will be staged by the dra- 
matic director of the Center, Mr. Phil 
Gross and Jack Charash, who made 



Jewish Theatre, is a romantic folk 
comedy in four acts ; and will be pre- 
sented at our Center for the first time 
in Brooklyn. 

Admission will be fifty cents to 
members and seventy-five cents to non- 
members. 



the English translation. 



ne Idle 



Inn", the first offering of the Anglo- 



CLASS IN PUBLIC SPEAKING 

The Class in Public Speaking, under 
the leadership of Mrs. Anne M. 
Bierce. meets every Wednesday eve- 
ning .'it eight o'clock. 

Admission is free to all. 
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THE KASHF 

(Continued 

port of the Jewry of New York City, 
the Kashruth Association was incor- 
porated. It was sponsored by and in- 
cluded as members Orthodox Rabbis 
and other leaders of Jewry in New 
York City. Samuel Rottenberg was 
its first president. 

A convention was held at which res- 
olutions were adopted which gave a 
great impetus to the activities of the 
Kashruth Association. 

The convention recognized that the 
observance of the Dietary Laws was 
a cardinal principle of the Jewish 
Faith and that their profamation call- 
ed for preventive as well as remedial 
action by the Jewish community; that 
only duly ordained Orthodox Rabbis 
constituted the sole authority to deter- 
mine matters of Kashruth, that the 
Orthodox Rabbinate, aroused by the 
chaotic and scandalous conditions in 
the Kosher food industries, had, 
through the Kashruth Association, for 
the first time created a central city- 
wide agency for the purpose of im- 
proving these conditions, and that 
only effective method to assure com- 
pliance with the Dietary Laws and to 
serve the best interests of the com- 
munity was the universal adoption of 
the Community Kashruth Supervisory 
System, endorsed by the Orthodox 
Rabbinate. 

The convention resolved, inter alia, 
that the Orthodox Rabbinate was the 
sole and supreme authority in matters 
pertaining to Kashruth, and pledged 
their full support to the Kashruth As- 
sociation in the task of putting into 
operation the Community Kashruth 
Supervisory system under which the 
Rabbis would function, not as em- 
ployees of the dealers, but as respected 
representatives of the Jewish religion, 
and that arrangements were to be made 
for the installation of such system of 
supervision in the poultry market. 

In January, 1934, the Kashruth As- 
sociation submitted to Mayor La 
Guardia a memorandum similar to the 
Committee's report to Mayor Walker 
and asked for appropriate action to 
he taken by the City authorities. The 
following month, Hon. Bernard S. 
Dentsch, as president of the Board of 
Aldermen, ap]x;>inted a special com- 
mittee of alxmt 50 persons, consisting 
of members of the Kashruth Associa- 
tion and other Jewish bodies, to study 
the Kashruth problem. Such study 
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was undertaken by the Committee and 
a report submitted to the Mayor and 
Mr. Deutsch showing the necessity for 
communal Kashruth supervision. 

Under the auspices of the Health 
Department an investigation was made 
in May, 1934, which brought out 
startling disclosures of violations of 
the Kashruth Laws in the poultry in- 
dustry, and shortly thereafter a con- 
flict 1 arose between the Shochtim and 
their employers, the poultry dealers. 
The Shochtim contended, among other 
things, that the conditions of employ- 
ment imposed on them in the markets 
prevented them from complying with 
the Jewish Deitary Laws since they 
required to slaughter too many fowl. 
About that time. Mayor LaGuardia 
appointed Judge Otto A. Rosalsky as 
a meditator between the Shochtim and 
their employers. Judge Rosalsky, an 
Orthodox Jew, for thirty years in pub- 
lic life, and having a thorough knowl- 
edge of the industry gained through 
presiding at the trial of a most no- 
torious poultry case in New York City, 
was requested to find the facts and 
render an apropriate decision, it being 
understood at the time that all groups 
affected would abide by the decision. 

During the course of the public 
hearings which followed, inquiry was 
made into problems affecting the 
Shochtim and also into the general 
problem of Kashruth in the poultry 
industry. The poultry dealers were 
represented at those hearings by coun- 
sel, and many poultry dealers partici- 
pated therein. Any one who could 
throw any light on the subject of the 
investigation was permitted to testify. 

The evidence presented at these pub- 
lic hearings was of such nature as to 
cause Judge Rosalsky to characterize 
the conditions of Kashruth in the poul- 
trv industrv as "astounding" and 
"disgraceful'''. 

The hearings revealed that poultry 
offered for sale as Kosher was in fact 
non-Kosher because of circumstances 
prevailing in the markets and the ab- 
sence of Rabbinic supervision. In 
nearly all the markets there was no 
supervision at all. Tt developed that, 
unlike the prevailing system in the 
meat industry of branding and label- 
ing Kosher meats, no methods or de- 
vices were employed to distinguish 
Kosher from non-Kosher fowl. 
Shochtim, in many instances, were 



obliged to violate the Jewish laws by 
being required to slaughter too many 
fowl. Poultry was found slaughtered 
in their absence by persons not duly 
qualified under the Jewish law, as well 
as on the Sabbath, in contravention 
of the Jewish law. 

Toward the end of these hearings 
a conference of the Orthodox Rabbin- 
ate of the City of New York was 
held at the Hotel Pennsylvania which 
acknowledged that the Orthodox Rab- 
binate of New York City was united 
in and represented by the Kashruth 
.Association and recommended the ta- 
king of steps to maintain communal 
supervision system by Rabbis in each 
poultry market, and for using identi- 
fying plumbas, or seals, for each 
chicken or fowl slaughtered according 
to Jewish ritual and offered for sale 
as such. 

On August 30. 1934, Judge Rosal- 
sky rendered a decision which, after 
providing, among other things, that 
a Shochet was not to slaughter more 
than 12.000 pounds of poultry per 
week, declared : 

"8. That each poultry market en- 
gaged in slaughtering and selling 
Kosher poultry shall have Rabbinic 
supervision under the auspices of 
the Kashruth Association of Great- 
er New York. 

(a) That each wholesale market 
shall be supervised by a Rabbi and 
at least one Mashgiach (religious 
supervisor) as will be designated by 
the Kashruth Association of Great- 
er New York. 

fb) That each retail market shall 
likewise have adequate Rabbinic su- 
pervision as will be determined by 
the Kashruth Association. 

9. That all Kosher slaughtered 
poultry offered for sale shall have 
affixed thereto a plumba signifying 
that it is kosher, the same to be 
placed thereon by a mashgiach. The 
plumba shall be supplied by the 
Kashruth Association of Greater 
New York. 

10. That, to defray the cost of su- 
pervision, the poultry market pro- 
prietors shall pay weeklv to the 

Kashruth Association at the rate of 
one cent per fowl (Kosher killed 
poultry)." 

About that time the Orthodox Rab- 
binate of New York City commenced 
making preparations for carrying into 
effect Judge Rosalsky's decision. On 
October 29, 1^34, after having been 
duly convened in accordance witb Jew- 
ish religious Law, almost the entire 
Orthodox Rabbinate of the City met 
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A WOMAN of NOBILITY 



WITH ringing cheers and 
shouts of joy some hundred 
and fifty women and as many 
men welcomed the appearance of Mrs. 
Phillip Brenner in the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center, the past month, the occasion 
being a surprise party in her honor. 

It is difficult to convey the color, 
warmth and mood of this delightful 
affair. The dining hall of the Brook- 
lyn Jewish Center has seen many a 
bright day but comparatively few 
gatherings have evoked such genuine 
enthusiasm for an individual. 

It was indeed a surprise party. For 
a number of weeks several hundred 
women kept the matter a complete 
secret. Though the collective self-con- 
trol exercised in this instance will 
stand out as an isolated example, yet 
henceforth the charge that women can- 
not keep a secret must be considered 
a libel. 

The sponsors and managers of the 
project did well to enjoin secrecy 
for the impression prevailed that had 
Mrs. Brenner been consulted or in- 
formed about it she would not have 
consented to be the guest of honor. 

Mrs. Brenner is in her late forties, 
a sweet lively tempered lady, with 
graceful manners, and a businesslike 
sense of duty. She is the goddess of 
a happy family circle, and lives sim- 
ply in a home of ample comforts. 
"Her children . . . call her blessed, 
her husband also . . . praiseth her." 

But why this hearty, complimentary 
demonstration in her favor ? What is 
it that won for her the admiration and 
esteem of Brooklyn Jewry? What 
qualities has she exhibited that have 
enkindled in people an enthusiasm a- 
kin to adoration ? 

The answer was partly supplied by 
Mrs, Brenner herself in a speech 
which was as felicitous as it was brief 
when, after gratefully acknowledging 
the kindness of the assembled guests, 
she began expressing her appreciation 
and thanks to her co-workers in a 
score of charitable, benevolent and ed- 
ucational institutions. It became ap- 



parent that the assembly was honoring 
one whose character is rooted in the 
rich soil of humanity, one who is living 
a life of active usefulness and benefi- 
cence, and whose morality and charity 
are inspired by fine religious faith. 

Mrs. Brenner is a volunteer laborer 
in the work of social and moral re- 
generation of her fellow beings. This 
work has become with her a master- 
principle, a living practical energy in 
her soul, which fills the whole nature 
of her person and influences the whole 
range of her conduct. This principle, 
continually manifesting itself in acts 
of social helpfulness and service, has 
made it possible for her to endure 
hardship and submit to sacrifices. Her 
passion for social service impels her 
to express deep disgust at selfishness, 
to characterize persons who are able 
to but who fail to heed their sisters' 
and brothers' wants as shockingly im- 
perfect, unmanly, sinful, — people bro- 
ken down morally and out of plumb 
with real life. She has utter contempt 
for people who regard material gain 
as their chief good and physical com- 
fort and gratifications as the be-all 
and end-all of life. 

In the service of her charities she 
has enlisted her husband (an upstand- 
ing, prominent merchant) and her 
children, whom she inspired and ener- 
gized with the same zeal and useful- 
ness. 

Mrs. Brenner has no pet charities. 
Like Ruth, the true-hearted, she will 
glean or reap in any field of duty, in 
the humblest or most exalted sphere, 
whether as head of an organization or 
as a simple member. She sings with 
the poet: 

"If you cannot in the harvest, 
Garner up the richest sheaves, 
Many a grain, both ripe and gol- 
den, 

Will the careless reapers leave; 
do and glean among the briars, 
Crowing rank against the wall, 
For it may be that their shadow 
Hides the heaviest wheat of all." 



Eight years ago she visited her hus- 
band's birthplace, a little town in Po- 
land. There she found life's cup of 
bitterness filled to overflowing. She 
stayed there for a while with the 
stricken ones. With cheerful diligence 
she set about to alleviate their sorrows. 
She had a fence built around the Jew- 
ish cemetery to keep out the animals, 
and also had a modern bathhouse con- 
structed. She established a Hebrew 
Free Loan society, and after contribu- 
ting $2,000 as an initial fund, single- 
handedly raised $30,000 for it. Upon 
her return to America she organized 
the Ladies' Relief Society of Zabludi- 
ner and has remained its president 
ever since. 

Mrs. Brenner's activities in Jewish 
charities extend over a period of 27 
years. She is a member of and pays 
dues to sixty-six different Jewish so- 
cieties. With the oncoming general 
depression and compelled economy 
she gave up many comforts so that 
she might be able to continue her char- 
itable work uninterruptedly. 

The reference by the speakers at the 
gathering to Mr. Brenner as a man of 
self-denying generosity prompted him 
to deliver an impromptu, earnest talk 
befitting the occasion. His remarks 
proved to be a pleasure as well as a 
revelation to the audience. He ex- 
plained in apt and happily chosen 
words that his wife's public endeavors 
rendered him a beneficiary rather than 
benefactor. "Happiness to my family 
came through helpfulness to others", 
he said. "Her fine considerateness 
showed itself in our home: our con- 
versation became richer, our circle of 
friends wider, our mental faculties 
awakened. Everything she did for 
others helped to keep my body in health 
and my mind in happiness". The 
sweet sensations of her triumphant 
acts of kindness were for him as a 
cosmetic that makes a woman's face 
more beautiful. Her enthusiastic heart 
lent her greater powers and greater 
charm, and the instrument of social 
progress outside of the home wrought 
a social, intellectual and spiritual trans- 
formation in the home as well. 

Mr. Brenner correctly appraised the 
(Continued on next Page) 
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value of earnest charitable endeavor. 
Sacrifice is the law of progress and 
civilization. Self-respect and self-im- 
provement came not through self-in- 
terest but through self-denial. 

. If you, readers, were to judge your- 
self according to the standards set for 
you by Mrs. Brenner's conduct, how 
would you come up to them? How 
many of you could truthfully say that 
you have added considerate acts to 
kind words ? 

How often have you acknowledged 
the worthwhileness of a cause and yet 
escaped the responsibility? Is not your 
sympathetic helpfulness largely an in- 
tellectual belief ? Does not your am- 
bition to assist actively the needy ex- 
haust itself in sentiment of admira- 
tion rather than action? Count how 
many times you have sacrificed the 
lower pleasures for the higher duty. 

Are not most of us merely star- 
worshippers ? We go into ecstasies 
about the beauties of the rainbow and 
the stars and promptly insult heaven 
by our conduct. 

Our kindness and the fulfillment of 
our duties are altogether too transient 
and occasional, like the bright gleam of 
the fire-fly by night. 

And yet never has there been an age 
which summoned Jewish men and wo- 
men to greater, more positive and con- 
sistent, altruism than the age in which 
we live. All the apparatus of govern- 
ment cannot cope successfully with 
the needs of the indigent and distress- 
ed. The work of private charity, al- 
ways effective, is more necessary than 
it ever was. 

The Brooklyn Jewish Center is 
happy and proud to know Mrs. Bren- 
ner and to know that she has favored 
it with her genial personality and her 
fruitful activity. 

"The Lord recompense thy zvork and 
a full reward be given thee of the Lord 
God of Israel, under wlwse zvings thou 
art come to trust." 

■ — Louis J. Gribetz 

PALESTINE SOIL YIELDS 
NEW JEWISH CULTURE 

NEWS has been received in this 
country of the organization of 
a symphony orchestra in Pales- 
tine, composed of refugee musicians 
from Germany. Most of these players 
were "first desk" men, which means 
tliat they were the leaders of the bands 



to which they belonged. The new or- 
chestra therefore may become one of 
the foremost symphonic organizations 
in the world. Its official name is the 
Palestine Orchestra Association, and 
Bronislav lluberman. the violinist, 
now in this country, is chairman of the 
committee supporting it. 

The first concert is scheduled for 
October 24 at Tel Aviv. Sixtv con- 
certs will be given within a period of 
eight months at Tel Aviv, Haifa and 
Jerusalem, while an additional twenty 
concerts will be played at the close of 
the season for the agricultural colo- 
nists. The conductors are Issay Do- 
browen, who conducted the San Fran- 
cisco Symphony Orchestra, and made 
several appearances in Xew York, 
Hans W. Steinberg, formerly conduc- 
tor of the Frankfort Opera, and Mi- 
chael Taube, prominently known in 
Germany for his direction of chamber 
music ensembles. A number of fa- 
mous artists have pledged their assis- 
tance to the orchestra, among them the 
man known as the world's greapest 
conductor, Arturo Toscanini. 

It is also reported that the orchestra 
will broadcast over the new radio sta- 
tion at Tel Aviv, thus spreading sym- 
phonic music to every part of the 
surrounding territory where a receiv- 
ing set exists. 

Here is something to appeal to the 
imagination of Jews throughout the 
world. One may read with pride and 
awe of the achievements of the Pales- 
tinian colonists; one may even wonder 
at such signs of development as land 
speculation and rent strikes, and when 



Israel Rokeach — a Biography, by 
Rabbi Jacob Lcvinson 

THOSE of us in Brooklyn who 
were privileged to know the late 
Mr. Israel Rokeach, "the grand 
old man of Brooklyn Jewry", as he 
was affectionately called, will be glad 
to know that an interesting biography 
of him has just been published, writ- 
ten by Rabbi Jacob Lcvinson. our dis- 
tinguished neighbor and Rabbi of the 
Congregation Chovevei Torah. 

The work is in Hebrew, and bears 
the title Toldot Yisrael Rokeach. It 
is hardly believable that the life record 
of a plain man. just a business man, 
would make such fascinating reading. 
But then, Israel Rokeach was not just 
a business man. He was a beautiful 
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we learn of industrialists and agricul- 
turists fighting labor, and of the organ- 
izations of Jewish factions dubbed 
"fascists," we know that Palestine is 
indeed on the way to being a full 
grown member of the world of nations. 

But a symphonic organization as 
high in artistic content as the Pales- 
tine Orchestra Association promises 
to be is a cultural blossom grown di- 
rect from the soil of Palestine. So far 
the general public in the United 
States has not yet known of an au- 
thor or musician of distinction de- 
veloped in the new Palestine. Un- 
doubtedly there are people of talent 
in the Jewish Homeland, but their 
fame has not yet reached us with any 
force. A motion picture notable 
only for the actual scenes it showed 
is the only artistic product we have had 
to acquaint us with the development 
ot that new Jewish culture which Jew- 
ish nationalists dreamed of. 

The Palestine Orchestra Associa- 
tion becomes the herald of Palestine 
art. We should eagerly familiarize our- 
selves with its progress and give it 
all the assistance it may need. It may 
be a fine and practical thing to or- 
ganize in this country societies for the 
befriending of such movements in 
Palestine as this orchestra. We can do 
a great deal to stimulate artists in 
Eretz Israel, and even arrange to bring 
their art to this country. 

The playing ot a masterful Pales- 
tinian orchestra in Carnegie Hall would 
do more for Zionism than a thousand 
speeches. — J. K. 



example of the old type Jewish Baal 
Habayit, the layman to whom nothing 
that was Jewish was alien to his in- 
terests. 

Rabbi Levinson traces not only the 
interesting facts of his life but also 
the human touches, the intellectual and 
spiritual make-up of the man. He 
pictures him in business and in syna- 
gogue, in his home and as a commu- 
nal worker. Perhaps the most touch- 
ing chapter is the one that describes 
his interest in and love for Palestine. 

Rabbi Levinson is to be congratu- 
lated for having given American Jew- 
ry such a fine and vivid portraval of 
an American Jew, whose life reflected 
honor to all his people. 

— Dr. Israel 11. Lkvintiial 



A BOOK ABOUT THE "GRAND OLD MAN 
OF BROOKLYN" 
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MENDELE MOCHER SEFORIM 

GRANDFATHER OF YIDDISH LITERATURE 



IX Moscow and in Tel Aviv, in 
Cairo and in Kovno, in London 
and in Lublin, in Sidney, Buchar- 
est, Merlin, Xew York — in every ma- 
jor Jewish community in the world, 
important gatherings during the last 
few months marked the centennial of 
the birth of a man who came to be 
known as the grandfather of Yiddish 
literature. 

I lis name was Shalom Jacob 
Abramowitz. A tall man, erect, over- 
bearing in stature as he towered in in- 
tellectual achievement; a lamdon in 
Hebrew lore and a scholar in secular 
learning, he commanded the respect of 
a generation that respected only piety, 
the very virtue in which he was totally 
lacking. Abramowitz was already on 
the way of becoming the Grand Old 
Man of Hebrew letters, when he turn- 
ed to assume the belittling pen-name of 
Mendelc Mocher Seforim, "Mendclc 
the book peddler", and to write, in 
place of learned scientific, treatises in 
1 tcbrew, humble tales in Yiddish, such 
as even the servant girl could read. In 
the estimation of his contemporaries, 
Abramowitz stooped — in true Talmu- 
dic tradition — to woo his Yiddish 
muse. Yet, it was this very humble 
muse that rewarded him with fame 
and glory. 

Yiddish literature does not begin 
with its grandfather. There was a lit- 
erature in Yiddish for some centuries 
before Abramowitz was born. Nor 
was he the originator of the modern 
literary style, or the arbiter of dialect. 
The services of a Chaucer or a Dante 
were no longer required by the Yiddish 
literature when Mendelc appeared on 
the scene. Nevertheless, the works of 
Mendele mark such a turning point in 
the history of Yiddish, that its impor- 
tance can hardly be overstated. He 
brought beauty of expression and 
magnificence of thought — poetry, real- 
ism and satire in a world that was still 
largely foreign to aesthetic apprecia- 
tion. 

"When Abramowitz was born in the 
little village of Kapulyc, in White 
Russia, a century ago, his native land 
was steeped in medievalism. A hun- 
dred years ago Kapulye was still in 
the sixteenth century. Nor did it 
change much between that time and 
the period when Mendelc began to 



By B. Z. GOLDBERG 

write. Here is how he described his 
environment : 

"My little world is puny, indeed. 
Xo orange blossoms, no roses, grow 
there. You sec little joy there. Rivers 
of milk and honey do not flow there, 
And the people are poverty stricken : 
Jews with beards and carlocks and long 
gabardines, thin, emaciated, bent, 
sickly, haggard, dejected, gloomy, 
afraid of the light. I regret to have 
to disturb their weary bones and im- 
pose upon these dead to come upon the 
stage in person. And who knows whe- 
ther they will be deemed worthy of a 
handsome welcome. So many of our 
Jews today, poor things, arc so grieved 
over their noses that proclaim to all 
that they are of the children of Jacob ! 
J f they only could they would ex- 
change their noses for . . . and all of 
a sudden the devil brings forth Jews 
old. mouldy, ridiculously strange in 
their ways of standing and walking, in 
their talk and manners. Truly, they 
will disgrace them in the eyes of the 
world. No, brethren, this is no jest." 

And here is a description of the 
houses in which these Jews lived : 

"In our Jewish towns, there are 
houses in the true sense of the word : 
low, without tricks or connivances, 
their doors opening directly on the 
market. The merest budge opens the 
door, and unceremoniously you are al- 
ready inducted into the house : there is 
the whole household before you, every- 
thing - that is necessary for eating and 
sleeping. You need a little water, there 
is the pail and tin-cup. If you need 
the sewage pail, there it is, too. You 
may wash your hands and say the 
prayer to your heart's content. Here 
is the master of the house, his wife, 
the members of his household. You 
come in, say: "God help you. put out 
vour hand, and you get your donation.' 
A kiss upon the mezuza and on you 
go." 

In this merry tone he described lew- 
ish life from the point of view of the 
beggar, flocks of whom belabored 
the small Jewish village, and along 
with whom Abramowitz himself 
tramped, as a youngster, when he had 
been left an orphan and the spirit of 
adventure overpowered him. 

These poor, humble folk, though 
constituting ninety-seven per cent of 
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the population, were hardly represen- 
ted in the literature of the day, except 
as the butt for an author's witticism 
or as the object of his wrath over the 
backwardness of the people. Although 
some intellectuals did write for them, 
none came to them as one of their 
own, to write for them, not down to 
them, the best way they could. Men- 
deli at first had a similar attitude to- 
ward his Yiddish reading public — he 
wrote to uplift them, to do something 
for them, not to express himself as a 
creative artist. But he soon learned 
to find inner satisfaction in the work 
itself. He believed the humble folk 
worthy of the best that there was in 
his literary talent. 

In a chapter of his reminiscences, 
he tells of his state of mind at the time 
when he turned from- writing Hebrew 
to_ Yiddish : "Here I am observing the 
life of my people and wanting to re- 
create it for them in the sacred tongue. 
But the vast majority of my people do 
not understand that language and speak. 
Yiddish. So of what good, to the wri- 
ter, are all his pains and efforts and 
desires to express himself in this me- 
dium, if he can bring no benefit to his 
people? The question began to per- 
turb me: For whom am I toiling? 
(Continued on next Page) 
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Our writers, the masters of the tongue, 
looked clown upon Yiddish with con- 
tempt. The idea that by writing Yid- 
dish 1 shall be humiliating myself 
troubled me, hut the passion to serve 
overcame my false pride. Be what 
may, I shall take the part of the down- 
trodden Yiddish to make myself use- 
ful to my people." 

Hut the word "useful" meant much 
more to Mendele than to the other 
writers of his day. To them it had 
the same sense as it has to the kinder- 
garten teacher, the preacher, or the 
social worker. Mendele employed the 
word in the larger sense of the artist 
serving his people best by absolute de- 
votion to his art. In his letters to 
Shalom Aleichem, his devoted disciple, 
who first gave him the designation of 
grandfather, he reveals the painstaking 
effort he took to bring out the best 
that lay in his literary gift for Yiddish 
literature, as well as his sense of lit- 
erary values : 

"One must sweat over a literary 
work, one must labor, file each word. 
Remember what I tell you: File! File! 
. . . I love a picture that has, besides 
the pretty face, also life, sense and 
thought, as in the case of a living per- 
son ; description need not be only pret- 
ty words, it must also tell something. 
. . . If there is such a thing as ro- 
mance in Jewish life it is quite differ- 
ent from what it is among other peo- 
ples. One must first understand it 
thoroughly and then write it altogether 
differently." 

It is this difference of conception 
and writing that constitute Mendele's 
great contribution to Jewish letters. 
He did not seek to impose foreign 
standards of beauty upon the Jewish 
masses, but rather to arrive at the na- 
tive sources, which he found to be 
basically the same as for all peoples. 
In essence the aesthetic, appreciation of 
nature is the same in both French and 
German literature. Yet each of these 
has an aura all its own. "The same, 
yet different" may be said of artistic 
values in every literature. Mendele 
pointed out the direction to that poetic 
truth also in the Yiddish literature. 

A number of incidents in the per- 
sonal life of Mendele determined his 
propensities in literature. After hav- 
ing seen a bit of the immediate world, 
he returned to the water-mill of Ins 
step-father, to while away the forma- 
tive years of his life in loneliness in the 
meadows and woods to contemplate, 
study and write. These years of his 
life are reflected in the love of nature 



so evident in his writings, and the gen- 
uine, personal way of oneness with 
the universe. 

An amusing incident in his late 
adolescence, over which he chuckled in 
later years, probably sharpened his pen 
against the rich and mighty of his 
day, for Mendele was as biting and bit- 
ter against the money-bags and rotar- 
ians as he was full of sympathy for 
the poor and the down-trodden. Men- 
dele's fame for scholarship ran so high 
in the vicinity of the schools he atten- 
ded that a very rich man wanted him 
to marry his daughter. Naturally, the 
girl was not consulted, nor was Men- 
dele, the prospective bridegroom, asked 
how the young lady appealed to him. 
This was of no concern to the match- 
maker. The point was to get the girl's 
father and the intended bride-groom 
together. The two men met and the 
matter was practically settled. Men- 
dele even had an opportunity to view 
the bride, and although she was by 
no means a beauty, she was not so 
homely as to counterbalance the wealth 
and prominence of the father. A fa- 
mily dinner was given as a preliminary 
to the announcement of the engage- 




1THIN the P. W. A. Federal 
Theatre program for New 
York there are three pro- 



ducing divisions established for the ex- 
plicit purpose of fostering Yiddish 
drama, and under the expert super- 
vision of such noted leaders as Zvee 
Scooler, Harry Thomashefsky. Philip 
Gross and Jack Charash, these branch- 
es of the Federal Theatre are undoubt- 
edly making a stimulating and signifi- 
cant advance in furthering appreciation 
of the Yiddish Theatre. 

The divisions referred to are the 
Yiddish Intimate Theatre, the Anglo- 
Jewish Theatre and the Yiddish Drama 
Theatre, each with its own purpose 
and objective, in the working out of 
which a well-rounded program of rep- 
resentative performances, ranging from 
vaudeville to tragedy, will be staged in 
200 auditoriums and community cen- 
ters throughout New York City. 

The Yiddish Intimate Theatre is 
under the supervision of Zvee Scooler, 
former director of the popular "Zu- 
laches" players, and with government 
subsidy and the consequent low ad- 
mission charge he hopes to effect a re- 



ment. But there something terrible 
happened. Mendele, as yet unlearned 
in the ways of the world, struggled so 
hard with the chicken on his plate that 
one wing shot across the table and hit 
the prospective father-in-law in the 
face. The match was off, of course. 

Mendele spent the last few decades 
of his life as the educational director 
of the Talmud Torah in Odessa. It 
was not an undignified job as it may 
sound here. The leaders of the Jewish 
community in Odessa made it as pleas- 
ant as possible for him. He lived in 
moderate comfort and security. At 
one time he was invited by admirers 
in America to come here on a visit. 
Wealthy American Jews would finance 
the trip and make it worth his while. 
But he declined : "What have these 
rich American Jews to do with me? 
They never read what I have written, 
nor are they concerned about the things 
that interest me. Why should I maf- 
sikc them in their hurry and bustle 
to make a dollar ?" 

He would be surprised to know that 
many American Jews paid dollars to 
honor his memory twenty years after 
his death. 



vival of the Jewish comedy theatre. 
Seventy-five actors, a svmphony or- 
chestra under the direction of Maurice 
Rausch. and an interpretive dance 
group supervised by Lillian Shapero, 
constitute the performing division of 
the company, which is now in daily re- 
hearsal on a variety show which seeks 
to present and interpret humorous 
phases of Jewish life both here and 
abroad. 

The Anglo-Jewish Theatre, super- 
vised by Philip Gross and Jack Char- 
ash, is probably as culturally important 
as any other division (there are twen- 
ty-eight of them) within the Federal 
Theatre. Its avowed purpose is to 
produce Jewish classics in English 
translation. 

The remaining division, the Yiddish 
Drama Theatre, proposes to present 
outstanding Yiddish Drama in the orig- 
inal Yiddish form, and with a company 
of fifty actors and allied theatrical 
workers. There are approximately 
300 actors, stage hands and technical 
workers employed in the task of build- 
ing what may well become a self-sus- 
taining Yiddish theatre in New York. 



YIDDISH THEATRE UNDER 
FEDERAL AUSPICES 
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FISHKE THE CRIPPLE 

By MENDELE MOCHER SEFORIM 
Published in Commemoration of the Hundredth Anniversary of the Author's Birth 



The following is a free adaptation 
of a number of episodes from "Fishke 
the Cripple," one of the best known 
-works of Meudclc Mocher Seforim 
{Solomon Jacob Abramaovitch) , taken 
from the English translation of the 
novel by Dr. Angelo Rappoport, which 
was published in England eight years 
ago by Stanley, Paul and Company. 
The adaptation was especially pre- 
pared for the Review. The book, a 
sociological study, deals with the ex- 
periences of the lame Fishke, who, 
through his marriage to a blind wo- 
man, is taken from his comparatively 
happy existence as general helper in a 
sxi'eat bath to become a -wanderer with 
a baud of schuorrers. The baud is led 
by a red-haired bully whom the blind 
woman prefers to Fishke, but Fishke 
finds happiness in the love of a hunch- 
back girl, also a member of the band. 
In the original work Fishkc's story is 
told by the cripple to the author in- 
between commentaries and other epi- 
sodes. Here only the narrative, in 
Fishkc's words, is given. 

THE girl was very young when her 
mother brought her to town, to- 
gether with a bundle of old 
clothes. The bundle she left with an 
old woman who served as a servant 
broker. She and the old woman used 
to leave the child alone, cold and hun- 
gry. One day she cried and begged 
her mother to take her along. But the 
old witch, the servant broker, silenced 
her. 

"No one must know you have a 
child," she said to the mother. "You'll 
never get a position if they do." 

A few days later the mother found 
a job and brought the child into the 
kitchen^ of her new home, where she 
was the cook. She soon left this job 
and got another, and another, and so 
it went, the child travelling through 
kitchen after kitchen. And each time 
the woman moved on she became more 
exasperated with the child. She was 
in her way. She gave her trouble. She 
robbed her of -every freedom. 

The child never knew her father. In 
fact, she would not have known that 
such a person existed were it not for 
her mother's fond memories of him. 



"Curse him — that tine father of 
yours !" she used to say. "He ruined 
his wife's life and left her with a load 
around her neck — his child. That's 
why I have to move from place to 
place. Who will keep a servant with 
a child?" 

Sometimes the mistress of the house 
would rush into the kitchen and scold 
the cook for taking the fat off the 
soup to feed her daughter. "It's God's 
punishment," she would cry, "to have 
a cook blessed with a daughter — a cook 
who thinks only of wasting our good 
food on her child !" 

In reality, however, this favored 
child would at the moment be sitting 
in a corner of the kitchen, silent as a 
little mouse, curled up, hungry and 
miserable. Her mouth would be wa- 
tering as she smelled roast goose or 
chopped liver. But she never dared to 
utter a complaint. She suffered in 
silence, waiting for her mother to 
throw her a bone or a crust of bread 
that had been left on a dinner plate. 
If she forgot herself and complained, 
her poor body felt the blow of a poker, 
a shovel, or an oven-rake. Her mother 
would beat her over the head, on her 
arms and hands, at the same time 
shrieking curses. 

Thus the girl passed her youth in 
the dark corners of kitchens and 
because she so constantly sat curled 
up, bowed, crushed, she became a 
hunchback, poor thing. 

A couple of years later she noticed 
that a young man had become a fre- 
quenter in the kitchens where her mo- 
ther worked. The mother seemed fond 
of him, because she used to stuff his 
pockets with all sorts of delicacies and 
give him money. Sometimes the young 
man would come late and pass the 
night in the kitchen ; at other times 
her mother would dress herself in her 
best and disappear, leaving the child in 
the kitchen alone. It became evident 
that the mother was thinking of mar- 
rying the young fellow. 

One evening, a stranger came to the 
kitchen and took away her mother's 
belongings. Then the mother said 
goodbye to her mistress, and taking 
her little barefoot daughter by the 



hand, left the house. She led her 
through the streets until she came to 
an alley, and there she told her to sit 
down on a step. 

"Wait here," she told her. "Some 
Jew will have pity on you." Then she 
walked away. 

The child sat in that alley, afraid 
to move. She was almost naked, and 
when a cold autumn rain began to fall 
she was soaked through and through. 
Passersby asked her : "Whose are you, 
little girl ?" and she would reply timid- 
ly: "I am mother's. Mother told me 
to sit here and wait, or she would 
punish me." 

The people shrugged their shoulders 
and went on their way. Late at night 
an old woman took an interest in the 
waif. Understanding that she had been 
abandoned she brought her home. 
When no one claimed the child she re- 
mained in this house. But the old wo- 
man was poor, and obliged the girl to 
earn her keep by working around the 
house and doing such odd jobs as she 
could find. When food was scarce the 
old woman, whom the girl called "Aun- 
tie," sent her to beg bread in Jewish 
houses. 

One summer evening, dressed in her 
shirt and petticoat, barelegged and 
bareheaded, she lost her way. It was 
growing dark. A storm broke out, and 
the thunder and lightning frightened 
the poor child. As she sobbed and 
tried to recollect the right road to 
"Auntie's" home several wagons came 
driving along, filled with travellers. 
They noticed the child and some of 
them cried out : "Look — there's a little 
hunchback girl crying!" 

The travellers were a gang of 
schnorrers. A man jumped down and 
approaching the girl asked her: 
"Whose arc you. little one ?" 

It was the red bastard, a plague on 
his bones ! 

"1 want to sjo home," sobbed the 
little girl. "1 want to go home to my 
Auntie." 

"Hush, hush, little daughter, don't 
cry," said the bastard. "1 will take 
you to Auntie." 

.Saying this he caught up the child 
and threw her into one of the wagons. 
Then the gang drove on. 

(Continued on next Page) 
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And ever since that time the hunch- 
hack girl lias been travelling with die 
gang of schnorrers. Why? So that 
they could make money out of her de- 
formity. As soon as they came into 
a town the schnorrer.s made the child 
stand on a prominent location, almost 
naked, shed tears and beg pitifully. If 
she did not play the part well she was 
not only beaten, but thrown out of the 
wagon and forced to run after it, hun- 
gry, tired and cold. 

She told me that once, during a 
winter, the gang refused to allow her 
to take refuge with them in the poor 
house provided by community charity. 
The child had not taken in enough beg- 
gar money and they were deaf to her 
pleadings. 

"Have pity, uncle — auntie — " she 
cried. "Have pity and I will always 
do as you say. I will beg hard." But 
the gang bad determined to punish her 
and they let her stay out all night in 
the bitter cold. She was found in the 
morning more dead than alive, and 
was ill for a long time. 

While on the road, whenever the 
gang saw travellers who were obvious- 
ly wealthy, the hunchback girl was told 
to run after their carriages and beg. 
If the drivers gave her a taste of the 
whip she swallowed it and continued 
begging, knowing well that the lash 
from the whip was preferable to what 
awaited her if she came back empty- 
handed. 

It is impossible to describe the suf- 
ferings this girl went through in the 
course of her still short life. My blood 
boils when I think of her miserable ex- 
istence. I am ready to lay down my 
life to save her. She is such a lovable, 
such a kind-hearted dove, such a dear, 
sweet soul ! 

* * * 

I confess I really began to love her 
out of pity. Then I found great hap- 
piness in just sitting near her and 
talking, or merely looking at her. Her 
goodness of heart was mirrored in her 
face, and when she turned her eyes on 
me it was like a devoted sister looking 
at a beloved, unhappy brother. When 
she heard of my own sufferings she 
was greatly affected. Her eyes filled 
with tears. This was a great consola- 
tion to me. and I felt quite happy. I 
began to think: "Fishke, you are no 
longer alone in the world. You are 
no longer as lonely as a stone !" Burn- 
ing tears rolled down my cheeks. 

It is strange, but now I no longer 
cared that my wife was carrying on 
with the red bastard. Sometimes I 
asked myself this question : "Fishke, 



suppose your wife were to say to you 
that she had enough of wandering a- 
bout and was ready to leave the gang 
and settle down in some town, would 
you be happy?" 

But I (lid not have the heart to an- 
swer honestly, for another question 
crossed my mind : "And what will be- 
come of the girl ?" 

* * * 

One day we came to a small town, 
and, as usual, went to the poor house. 
Believe me, 1 had already seen many 
Jewish poor houses, and was acquain- 
ted with their dirt and stench, but I 
had never imagined anything like this. 
It was supported by poles, which served 
as crutches, so to speak. The filth and 
smells inside were unbearable, and the 
accommodations were unspeakable. 
The schnorrers arriving in this town, 
men and women, young and old. were 
offered this place as a refuge and hud- 
dled together in it in one heap. 

When our gang arrived the poor 
bouse was already full, for in addition 
to being a refuge for the wandering 
poor, the building also served as a hos- 
pital and a home for incurables. 

The master of the poor house was 
shouting insults at the newcomers, tell- 
ing them that be had no more room. 
But they retorted with an argument to 
which he had no answer. This was 
Thursday, they said, and they could 
not very well go on their way. for soon 
it would be the Sabbath. Grudgingly 
the master at last permitted them to 
stay over Saturday. 

I tried to find a place to rest in but 
I saw this was out of the question. I 
was too weak to fight single-handed 
the might}- army that had fallen upon 
me. an army of cockroach.es and bed- 
bugs. I gave way to the enemy and 
prudently retreated. Leaving the dor- 
mitory I went out into the corridor, 
intending to pass the night there. It 
was dark and cold and the wind was 
howling like some hungry wolf. Pieces 
of rags and wisps of straw, tossed by 
the wind, were dancing about in the 
darkness like ghosts, and the rain 
trickled through the cracks in the roof 
and walls. I found a corner, and with 
a heavy heart, shivering with cold. 1 
tried to get some sleep. 

But my thoughts kepi me awake. 1 
remembered when I was the attendant 
in the steam baths. What a paiadise 
that was! How warm, and pleasant! 
How comfortable! But the devil sent 
my wife across my path! I was driven 
out of Eden and. like Adam, compelled 
to wander over the face of the earth. 



Women are the cause of every mis- 
fortune that has befallen man. What 
is the good of them ? VVhc wants 
them ? But then I remembered the 
hunchback girl and I felt ashamed of 
my thoughts. "That hunchback girl." 
1 reflected, "is so soulful, such a pure 
character! And it is such a pleasure 
to be with her! To hell with the .-team 
hath ! A thousand steam baths are not 
worth her smallest finger ! One glance 
from her eyes sends a delightful 
warmth through my whole body ! You 
ought to he ashamed of yourself, 
Fishke !" 

So I scolded myself. "You are a 
sinner, Fishke." I said. "You are 
wronging women in your wicked, un- 
grateful heart, for indeed they are re- 
sponsible for much joy in the world. 
They have the power to make men 
happy, and even to turn hell into par- 
adise." 

These thoughts drove out my for- 
mer bitter feelings and I forgot my 
suffering. My corner of the floor 
seemed no longer dirty and cold; in 
fact. I was no longer cold. I recited 
my prayers with zeal, closed my eyes 
and began to doze off. A sudden noise 
awoke me. 

"What do you think of that hag 
of bones!" someone was shouting, 
Then I heard a thud, as if someone 
had been hurled into the corridor. 
"Look at the lady!" the same voice 
was yelling. "Look at the Countess ! 
The delicate lady ! The corridor is 
good enough for you !" 

I recognized the voice — the red bas- 
tard ! A door banged and it was silent 
again. The moon had just passed 
through the cracks in the roof, and by 
its light I saw a still body. Curious 
to know who that fine lady, the Count- 
ess. Avas 1 walked over to the body. 
Horror seized me. My eyes grew dark, 
my brain reeled. What I saw was my 
poor hunchback girl in a dead faint, 
evidently hurt by the fall. I recov- 
ered myself and began to revive her. 
As soon as she stirred I lifted her in 
my arms and carried her tenderly to 
my corner. I could have sworn that 
1 Mas no longer limping but walked 
on straight legs, like an ordinary man. 

Soon the girl opened her eyes. My 
joy was great. I felt like the beggar 
in the fairy tale who finds himself 
magically transported to a palace and 
seated by the side of a beautiful prin- 
cess. Quickly I threw off my coat and 
wrapped it around my princess, who 
was trembling with cold. 

"Oi !" sighed the hunchback girl. 
(Continued on Page 15) 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review [ 9 ] 

THE KASHRUTH TRIAL 

THE HISTORY OF A REMARKABLE EVENT IN AMERICAN JEWISH LIFE 



{One of the most important trials 
affecting the Jewish community ever 
held in this country was concluded re- 
cently in iSczv York. This zcas the 
trial initiated by those dealers in Xcic 
York City who objected to the super- 
vision by the Kashruth Association, 
which had been organised by Jewish 
leaders and rabbis. The defense of the 
Kashruth Association was conducted 
by Louis J. Gribctz, aided at one part 
by George Z. Mcdalic. After a pro- 
longed and exciting trial in the Su- 
preme Court before Justice McCook, 
lasting about three months, the Kash- 
ruth Association won its case, and zvas 
thus legally granted the right of super- 
vising the kosher meat business. 

Apart from other considerations 
this victory meant that the rabbis of 
Nczl' York City, were recognized by 
the court as representing the religious 
interests of the community, and were 
invested by the court with the legal 
power to supervise the religious life of 
the Jewish community. 

Because of the far-reaching impor- 
tance of this decision the "Review" 
will publish a scries of articles descri- 
bing the trial. The articles are pre- 
pared front the court records, which 
have been made accessible to the edi- 
tors. The first article is an outline of 
the efforts to supervise kashruth in 
A T cw York City, and of the organiza- 
tion of the Kashruth Association, the 
defendant in the case.) 

KOSHER meats invariably com- 
mand higher prices than non- 
Kosher meats. Theoretically, 
the price of meat should be equivalent 
to that of corresponding non-Kosher 
meat, plus the item of expense for 
ritual slaughtering and rabbinical su- 
pervision. In practice, however, the 
price of Kosher meat greatly exceeds 
that of non-Kosher meat even though 
the necessary expense to assure the 
Kashruth of the meat is only a small 
fraction of the price. 

This circumstance was a powerful 
incentive to the perpetration of abuses 
and frauds in the preparation and mar- 
keting of foodstuffs alleged to be 
Kosher. Unscrupulous dealers would 
palm off as Kosher articles which were 
non-Kosher, in order to obtain the ad- 



ditional price incidental to Kosher 
foodstuffs. 

Especially in the poultry industry 
were such frauds and abuses in the 
preparation and marketing of fowl al- 
leged to be Kosher reported. It is 
notorious that for the past thirty years, 
l>oultry dealers (slaughter-house oper- 
ators and others) have engaged in 
practices which have misled their cus- 
tomers who desired Kosher poultry. 
These dealers were able to perpetrate 
these abuses because of the inability 
of the Orthodox Rabbinate of this 
City, until recently, to secure an ef- 
fective system of supervision over the 
poultry industry. 

For man}' years the Orthodox Rab- 
binate endeavored to devise a system 
of Rabbinic supervision but were im- 
peded in their efforts by the power- 
fully entrenched interests in the poul- 
try industry. 

In 1931, the leaders of Jewry in this 
City called the attention of the Mayor 
of New York City to the kashruth 
abuses and sought the aid of the Mu- 
nicipal Administration in the estab- 
lishment of a communal system of su- 
pervision by the united Orthodox Rab- 
binate. 

On May 25, 1931, the Mayor ap- 
pointed a committee of 13 Rabbis and 
12 laymen, the chairman of which was 
Rabbi Moses S. Margolies, Dean of 
the Rabbinical Board of the United 
States, to ascertain the facts in regard 
to Kashruth observance on the part of 
manufacturers and dealers of Kosher 
meats and other Kosher products with 
a view to strengthening the enforce- 
ment of the Kosher laws of the State 
of New York and creating such safe- 
guards as would eliminate the possi- 
bility of fraud arising from the substi- 
tution of non-Kosher foods and other 
products. 

In order tn insure more adequate 
representation for Jewry the Commit- 
tee increased its number to 68. During 
the following six months it made an 
intensive investigation of the Kashruth 
situation. It received assistance from 
officials in the Municipal Administra- 
tion, and from the Police Department 
in the survey of manufacturers and 
dealers of food products, and was also 
aided by Federal Officials and repre- 



sentatives of the various branches of 
the Kosher industry. 

On December 1, 1931, the Com- 
mittee made its report to the Mayor. 
It found, among other things, that ap- 
proximately three million pounds of 
meat and four million pounds of poul- 
try weekly were sold by the Kosher 
dealers and that the total sum spent 
on Kosher products was conservative^ 
estimated at $200,000,000. a vear. O'f 
this amount $25,000,000. was paid in 
excess of the normal value of such 
products because the consumers be- 
lieved such articles to be Kosher. 

The Committee found that the 
Kashruth supervisory system was woe- 
fully inadequate. In some retail but- 
cher shops there was only sporadic su- 
pervision. Poultry markets, chicken 
stores, most of the butcher shops, del- 
icatessens and restaurants were hardly 
subject to supervision. With respect 
to the poultry slaughter houses, as well 
as the retail chicken stores, the Com- 
mittee concluded that 

"with very few exceptions, this 
branch of the industry is virtu- 
ally without any supervision. In 
other words, there is nothing defi- 
nite to indicate whether any fowl 
was slaughtered according to rit- 
ual law." 

The Committee found that whatever 
supervision prevailed was decidedly 
unsatisfactory from the religious point 
of view. Such supervisors as were 
employed were paid by the establish- 
ments that were supervised and conse- 
quently such system inherently could 
not insure satisfactory supervision. It 
constituted a cardinal defect which 
could be cured, in the Committee's 
opinion, only after supervision were 
entrusted to a control group represen- 
ting the religious leaders of New York 
Jewry. 

On January 26, 1932, a public 
hearing was held at City Hall, at 
which time the Committee presented 
its findings. The Mayor was shocked 
at the conditions revealed, sympathized 
with the plan submitted, promised to 
cooperate with the Committee, sug- 
gested that it be permanent and ad- 
vised the formation of an association 
to supervise Kashruth. 

Three months later, with the sup- 
(Continucd on Page 22) 
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YOUNG JUDAEA TODAY 



By ABNER 



The Review publishes I his outline 
of the work of Young Judaea with the 
purpose not only of stimulating inter- 
est in this important Jewish youth 
movement but of acquainting parents 
with the nature of the organization and 
its present program, so tliat they may 
be able to judge its merits, and per- 
haps offer critical suggestions looking 
towards increasing the value of Young 
Judaea in Jcwisli life — Editor. 

IX hundreds of communities through- 
out the country this month, men 
and women who have come up 
from the ranks and the boys and girls 
who now take their places, arc gather- 
ing to observe National Young Judaea 
Month. As Young Judaea sets forth 
upon its second-quarter of a century 
of existence, with pride in its achieve- 
ments and high hopes for the future, 
it is well to examine the motivating 
forces which gave rise to its forma- 
tion some twenty-seven years ago and 
consider the factors which make its 
role in Jewish affairs so much more 
significant today. 

The formula for launching any 
popular movement nowadays is for a 
few young men and women to come 
together, link themselves into some 
form of organizing committee and pro- 
ceed to obtain a following. Young 
Judaea violated this formula. Young 
Judaea had a following before organ- 
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Prof. Israel Friedlander 
Founder of Young Judaea 

izers set about knitting them into a 
unit. Indeed Young Judaea was a 
movement before it was an organiza- 
tion. Because of its very spontaneity, 
because it integrated rather than cre- 
ated an ideal, Young Judaea rapidly 
became a live influence in Jewish cul- 
tural renaissance. 

Technically Young Judaea is twenty- 
seven years old. In fact, however, the 
Young Judaea movement in this coun- 
try is at least a decade older. Respond- 
ing to the stimulus of the Jewish re- 





urn 



Field day for Young Judaea Members 



PHILIPSON 

uaissance in Europe and this country, 
Jewish youth, twenty-five and forty 
years ago, met together in small groups 
to study the rapidly changing panora- 
ma of Jewish history, to familiarize 
themselves with the old and the new 
Jewish cultural experiences, to merge 
themselves in the streams of Jewish 
learning, Jewish forces, and Jewish as- 
pirations and to take part in the pulsat- 
ing Zionist activity looking toward the 
creation of a free Jewish homeland in 
the traditional cradle of the Jewish 
people. 

These groups of Jewish children 
who were touched by the spark that 
lit a new enthusiasm in their elders, 
were for many years loosely organized 
in the form of Junior Zionist Clubs. 
With the paternal blessing of the Fed- 
eration of American Zionists, they at- 
tempted to develop a unified program, 
a common body of educational, cul- 
tural and participating experience. 
Their numbers multiplied so that by 
1909, at a Zionist convention in New 
York, a conference was called at the 
instance of Henrietta Szold that form- 
ally launched Young Judaea as the 
junior branch of the American Zion- 
ist movement, with the late Dr. Israel 
Friedlander unanimously elected as its 
first president. 

Young Judaea's first convention, 
and, in a sense, its first official debut 
as a functioning organization, came 
about in 1910. In the same year The 
Young Judaean Magazine was estab- 
lished as an instrument to carry the 
ideals of this movement into numer- 
ous Jewish homes. 

But these represented mechanical 
milestones in the progress of the or- 
ganization. To know what the organi- 
zation was doing, one had only to visit 
any of the hundreds of Young Judaean 
clubs that sprank up all over the coun- 
try. Youngsters, anywhere from 10 to 
14 years old, with serious little minds 
and enthusiastic little hearts, were 
meeting together once a week or so, 
and under the guidance of an older 
advisor, were rediscovering for them- 
selves the glories of a great tradition 
and a new revival. Jewish holidays be- 
came intimate to them through song 
and story, through speech and com- 
position, plays and recitations. Jewish 
contemporary events became vicarious 
{Continued on Page 19) 
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Westbrook Pegler's 

Article on Nazi 
Treatment of Jewish 
Children 



REPRINTED BY PERMISSION FROM 
THE NEW YORK WORLD-TELEGRAM 

P HA 1 1 A, Czechoslovakia, Feb. 27. 
— The most pathetic victims of 
Ailolph Hitler's slow massacre of 
the Jews in Germany are the children 
of the Jews who are too young- to 
know what it is all ahout. These child- 
ren arc suhjectcd to a method of tor- 
ture far worse than baby killing- which 
was charged against German infantry 
in the early days of the great war in 
cartoons depicting little bodies wrig- 
gling on the bayonets of the marching 
armies. 

It finally was shown that the German 
soldier Michael, as he was called at 
home, was the soul of kindness who 
often shared his rations with the waifs 
behind the Belgian lines, and reason- 
able people on the allied side of the 
light ultimately admitted that the 
charge was false. 

But it would be impossible for the 
Xazi Germans of the present time 
to deny the atrocities which are being 
perpetrated on the children of the Jews 
under the orders of Adolph Hitler 
as a policy of the German government 
today. 




Jewish refu- 
gees croivded 
into one room 



The Chinese have a method of tor- 
ture known as the death of a thousand 
cuts, in which the executioner is rated 
according to his ability to hack and 
mutilate the victim without permitting" 
him to die until the maximum of suf- 
fering has been inflicted. They have 
a very good photograph of an execu- 
tion by this method in the Chamber 
of Horrors in Madam Tussaud's Mu- 
seum in London, but most people com- 
ing" upon it unsuspectingly turn away 
revolted, and only the most morbid 
visitors linger for a second glance. 

Hitler's torture of the Jewish chil- 
dren is even more ingenious, however, 
for he has invented a way to convert 
the period of childhood into a term of 
unrelieved sorrow, fear, dread and suf- 
fering. It is commonly accepted among 
civilized peoples of the world that any 
man who would inflict suffering on 
a child wantonly or for the purpose 
of avenging some offense, real or im- 




Jezvish chil- 
d r c it being 
fed in Berlin 
by the Joint 
Distribution 
Committee 



aginary, attributed to the child's par- 
ents, or for any other reason, is not 
quite right mentally and ought to be 
put away. 

We had a case of that kind in New 
York recently-an old man who tortured 
and killed a little girl for the pleasure 
it gave him, and public opinion pretty 
well agreed that he was insane. But 
even in that case the suffering of the 
little girl was of short duration. Then 
she was dead. Hitler's little victims, 
however, are not allowed to die. They 
have no such luck. Hitler keeps them 
alive, and they sufler day after horrible 
day at the hands of a nation as a matter 
of national policy. 

The German child who is a Jew is 
compelled to listen to the most un- 
speakable vilification of his parents, 
and the child's first attempts at spelling 
out public notices on the billboard will 
inform him that he is not a human 
being, like other children, but a beast 
whose parents were not human beings, 
either, but loathsome animals. 

If the child lives in a country town 
where there are not sufficient Jewish 
children to warrant the establishment 
of a ghetto school in which to segregate 
little Jews, then the torture of the vic- 
tim is even more artistic. In that case 
the child may be compelled to sit in 
the classroom and pay attention while 
the teacher explains that little Isadore 
or Rosie is a vile creature, a specie> 
of vermin and a menace to the German 
nation. If the teacher so desires the 
Jewish child may be dismissed from 
the room during the lecture, in which 
case the Aryan children, with charac- 
teristic cruelty of children, plus the 
{Continued on Page 18) 
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ACTIVITIES in the BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 



RABBI LEVINTHAL TO PREACH THIS 
FRIDAY NIGHT ON "PEOPLE OF 
THE BOOK— FACT OR FICTION?" 

At our late services this Friday eve- 
ning. March 13th. at 8:30 o'clock, 
Rabbi Levinthal will speak on the in- 
teresting theme. "'People of the Book 
—Fact or Fiction?*'. Rabbi Levinthal 
will discuss one of the most pressing 
and important phases in modern Jew- 
ish life, especially here in America. 

It is important that as many of our 
members as possible attend and listen 
to our Rabbi's message. 

Rev. Samuel Kantor will lead in 
congregati onal si ngi ng. 



LATE FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICES 
DRAWING TO A CLOSE 

Rabbi Levinthal wishes to announce 
that due to the fact that Passover 
comes so early this year, our season 
for late Friday Xight Services will 
close on March 27th. 

This Friday night, March 13th, 
Rabbi Levinthal is preaching on: 
"People of the Book — Fact or Fic- 
tion ?". 

On Friday evening. March 20th, we 
shall have a Special Youth Service in 
which representative young people of 
various phases of Jewish activities 
will speak. 

Rabbi Levinthal will deliver the con- 
cluding lecture of the season on Friday 
evening. "March 27th. He will speak 
on the subject: "It Must Not Happen 
Here" based on Sinclair Lewis' book, 
"It Can't Happen Here". 

We hope that our memters will 
take advantage of what is offered at 
these services by attending the re- 
maining late Friday Xight Services. 



"EXPERIMENTS IN SOCIAL PLAN- 
NING" TO BE DISCUSSED BY 
MR. JULIUS REISS 

The tenth in a series of lectures on 
Economics will be delivered by Mr. 
Julius Reiss on Wednesday evening, 
March 18th. at 8:15 o'clock, lie will 
speak on the subject: "Experiments in 
Social Planning". 

On March 25th. Mr. Reiss will con- 
clude this series when he will discuss 
the topic: "Man and Machine". 

Admission is free to members as 
well as non-members. 



DR. WISE TO CLOSE FORUM 
SEASON, MARCH 30th 

The present Forum season will close 
on Monday evening. March 30th. We 
are pleased to announce that the shak- 
er on that evening will he the great 
orator and Jewish leader, the Rev. 
Dr. Stephen S. Wise. 

Members of the Center and their 
friends are requested to please reserve 
the date. 



JOHN L. SPIVAK ON "EUROPE 
UNDER THE TERROR" 

The speaker at the Center Forum 
on Monday evening, March 16th, at 
8:15 o'clock, will he the well-known 
economist, journalist and lecturer. 
John L. Spivak. He will discuss the 
subject: "Europe under the Terror". 
This lecture will be based on his recent 
experiences in Europe in the course of 
which he visited Germany. Italv, Po- 
land, etc. 

Mr. Spivak was formerly the Euro- 
pean correspondent for International 
Xews Service, lie is the author of: 
"America Faces the Barricades", 
"Georgia Nigger", "The Devil's Bri- 
gade", "Plotting America's Po- 
groms", and has contributed articles 
to "The Xew Masses", "American 
Mercury", etc. His daring interviews 
with some of the leaders of the coun- 
tries he visited during the past few 
months as published in "The New 
Masses" created a sensation in Ameri- 
can journalism. 

Admission will be twenty-live cents 
to members upon presentation of their 
1936 membership cards and fifty cents 
to non-members. 



SPECIAL YOUTH SERVICE IN OUR 
SYNAGOGUE ON MARCH 20th 

Rabbi Levinthal has arranged for a 
Special Youth Service dedicated to the 
young people of our congregation and 
community, for Friday evening, March 
20th. Rabbi Levinthal himself will 
preside at this service and deliver the 
introductory message. 

The speakers who will render brief 
addresses are as follows: Mr. Milton 
Balsam, the president of the Young 
Folks League of the Center, will speak 
on "The Call of Our Synagogue to 
Our Youth"; Mr. Samuel Weinberg, 
president of the Junior Federation of 
the Brooklyn Federation of Jewish 
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Hon. Emanuel Greenberg 
Chairman of the Membership Com- 
mittee of the Center who was recently 
appointed by Gov. Lehman as Judge 
of the State Court of Claims. Until 
recently Judge Greenberg was Assis- 
tant Attorney General. 

Charities, will speak on "The Call of 
Chanty to the Jewish Youth"; Miss 
Thelma Goldfarb. leader of the Junior 
Hadassah in America, will speak on 
"The Call of Palestine to the Jewish 
Youth"; and Mr, Abraham Tannen- 
baum will take as his subject: "The 
Call of Jewish Culture to the Jewish 
Youth". ' 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7:00 and 8:00 
o'clock. 

Mincha Services at 4:45 P. M. 



SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of Candles at 5:41 P. M. 
Fridav Evening Services at 5 :30 
P. M. 

Sabbath Morning Services ( Parsha 
Ki Siso — Sabbath Parah ) will com- 
mence at 8:45 A. M. Rabbi Levinthal 
will preach on the weeklv portion of 
the Torah. 

Mincha Services at 5:45 P. M. 

Class in Ein Yaakob. under the 
leadership of Mr. Benjamin llirsh. at 
4:15 l\ M. 



SUNDAY EVENING, 
MARCH 

22 

1936 



MORTGAGE SETTLEMENT DINNER 



• We appeal to all members of 
the Center who have not made 
their reservations to please do so 
at once. 

This will be one of the most im- 
portant celebrations ever held by 
the Center. 



• Subscription to the dinner is $25. 
per couple and over. Make your 
contribution as large as you pos- 
sibly can and thereby help us 
raise the funds needed to meet 
the terms of the Mortgage set- 
tlement. 



ACT NOW! MAIL IN YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TODAY! 



MORTGAGE SETTLEMENT DINNER COMMITTEE 
PHILLIP BRENNER, Chairman 
LOUIS W. BERNARD, Treasurer 
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DR. LEVINTHAL ELECTED PRESIDENT 
of THE BROOKLYN ZIONIST REGION 

At a recent conference of delegates 
representing all Brooklyn Zionist Dis- 
tricts, Rabbi Levinthal was elected 
President of the newly formed Zionist 
region. Mr. William I. Siegel was 
elected one of the vice-chairmen. Mr. 
Morris Weinberg, treasurer, and Mr. 
Frank SchaefTer, secretary. 



COURSE IN PSYCHOLOGY TO BE 
GIVEN BY DR. ERNEST L. BAKER 

On Wednesday evenings, beginning 
with April 1st, a course in Psychology 
will again be given by Dr. Ernest L. 
Baker. The subject of his first ad- 
dress will be "Mastering Slavery in 
Mental Life". The forthcoming lec- 
tures will include, "Nature's Supreme 
Gift to Man", "The 'Unpardonable 
Sin' in Human Life"', "Nature's Bless- 
ings in Disguise," and "Green and Red 
Signals in Life's Highway" 

These lectures are given tinder the 
joint auspices of the Forum and Edu- 
cation Committee and the Board of 
Education of New York City. 

Admission will be free to members 
as well as non-members. 



EXHIBIT OF PAINTINGS BY 
SAUL RASKIN 

An Exhibit of paintings by the well- 
known artist, Saul Raskin, will be held 
in the lounge room of the Center be- 
ginning Saturday evening. April 4th 
and will remain open on Sunday. April 
5th, Thursday evening, April 9th and 
close on Saturday evening, April 11th. 
The Exhibit will consist of oil paint- 
ings, water colors, etchings, lithographs 
and drawings. 

Mr. Raskin was awarded the Logan 
Prize at the Art Institution of Chi- 
cago, and his works appear in collec- 
tions in the Metropolitan Museum and 
Congressional Library, etc. He is the 
author of "Palestine in Word and 
Picture". 

Admission to this Exhibit will be 
free to all members of the Center and 
their friends who are cordially invited 
to attend. 



THE VIVALETS 

The Yivalets, under the leadership 
of Mrs. Eva Bernhardt, are now busy 
planning a program for the rest of the 
season. These plans will include, a- 
mong other things, the much-delayed 
trip to the TIayden Planetarium, an 
old-fashioned taffy-pull, and a Sunday 



afternoon outing to Staten Island or 
to the Palisades. We are also contem- 
plating a visit to the St. George Hotel 
swimming pool. 



The curtain fell on Thursday eve- 
ning on the most successful basketball 
season in the history of the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center. Playing a total of 
twenty games our team coached by 
Sammy Schoenfeld won sixteen and 
lost four. In the A. A. U. champion- 
ship tournament, the team finally 
came through with the Kings County 
championship. In the play offs — semi- 
finals, our team lost a close and spirited 
contest to the strong Brooklyn College 
quintet 28-24. This gave the College 
team the right to play in Madison 
Square Garden for the New York 
State championship. 

The squad of men led by Artie 
Kaufman and Meyer Pincus did a 
marvelous job all season. They and 
their colleagues; Morris Strausberg, 
Milt Levine, Robert Siegel, Sid Rabin- 
owitz, Murray Zuckor, Sid Peck and 
George Roberts, put up a brand of 
basketball that really could not be du- 
plicated in any other Temple in the 
city. This was very evident in that 
each one of our home games drew a 
near record capacity crowd. Many 
thanks to the squad for a splendid re- 
sume of games won and lost : — 



AN EVENING WITH YIDDISH WO- 
MEN POETS 

A special evening devoted to Women 
Poets in Yiddish literature has been 
arranged by the Forum Committee for 
Thursday evening, April 9th. The 
following leading writers are expected 
to be present and read from their own 
poems: Esther Shumyatcher (Hirsh- 
bein), Zilia Drapkin, Ida Glazer (Koz- 
lowsky), Sarah Reisen, Malke Li, Ka- 
dia Malodowsky, Bertha Kling, Anna 
Zaretzki, Rae Raskin, Anna Margolin 
etc. Impersonations by Frida Blumen- 
thal. The well known writer and es- 
sayist. Isaac Horowitz will speak on 
the subject: "The Woman in Yiddish 
Poetry". 



There is still time for new members, 
girls of thirteen and fourteen years of 
age, whose parents are Center mem- 
bers are urged to join our fun. 



Games Playi 


id W 


on 


Lost 


Garfield Temple 


2 


I 


I 


Union Temple 


2 


1 


1 


92nd St. V.M.H.A. 


2 


2 


0 


Bensonhurst Y.M.I LA. 


2 


1 


1 


Ohrbach's Dept. Store 


1 


I 


0 


Paterson V.M.H.A. 


2 


2 


0 


Trupin Club 


1 


I 


0 


Newark Athletic Club 


1 


1 


0 


Prudential A. A. 


I 


I 


0 


Wmsburg Y.M.H.A. 


1 


I 


0 


Temple Reserves 


1 


1 


0 


Brooklyn College— Eve. 


1 


1 


0 


Seth Low College 


I 


I 


0 


Heberton Cyclones, S. I. 


I 


I 


0 


Brooklyn College — Day 


1 


0 


1 




20 


16 


4 



Messrs. Albert Witty, chairman of 
the Basketball committee, and David 
B. Kaminsky, chairman of the Physi- 
cal Training Committee, together with 
the other members of the committee 
should be complimented for the fine 
handling of this particular activity. 
Not only was the season most profi- 
table, but the social values that have 
accrued as a result of these functions 
are beyond expression. We are look- 
ing forward for even a bigger and bet- 
ter season next year. 



EUGENE LYONS ON "SOVIET RUSSIA 
—ITS PEOPLE AND ITS LEADERS" 
ON MARCH 23rd 

"Soviet Russia — Its People and Its 
Leaders" will be the subject of an ad- 
dress to be delivered at our Forum on 
Monday evening, March 23rd by Eu- 
gene Lyons noted newspaper corres- 
pondent and author. The lecture will 
be based on his experiences as the Rus- 
sian correspondent for the United 
Press for a period of six years. 

Mr. Lyons is the author of "Three 
Years of Russia under Soviet Rule", 
"The Life and Death of Sacco and 
Yanzetti'' and has adapted for the 
American stage the well known Soviet 
comedy "Squaring the Circle". He is 
recognized as one of the keenest po- 
litical observers among American 
foreign correspondents. 



BASKETBALL SEASON ENDS 

Center Team Crowned Kings County Champs 
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

— for — 

PASSOVER 

(April 7th to 15th) 

Happy Holidays "are yours again when you celebrate and enjoy these memorable days at 
Your new and improved "Country Home" now known as 

THE WILD ROSE HOTEL 

"Kessler 's" 



Rates are special at: 
$27.5Q per week 

(minimum of two in room) 




Room with Bath 
steam-heated 

(new oil system) 



Featuring: — Holiday services, traditions and customs. Dietary laws strictly observed. 
The best in food and service. Comfortable accommodations. 

Reserve in advance: — Write — P. O. Box 511, Morristown, New Jersey or phone — Mt. Freedom 48 

One hour from New York — Fare $1.65 round trip — Free station service 



FISHKE THE CRIPPLE 

(Continued from Page 8) 



staring about her in surprise. 

"Why do you look at me like that?" 
1 asked. "Don't you know me? I am 
Fishke. Thank God you are alive!" 

"Woe, woe to me!" she groaned. 
"What is the good of being alive ? God, 
they say, is merciful. Then why did 
he create people like myself who only 
seem to have come into the world to 
be tortured?" 

"Silly little girl," I rebuked her. 
"God knows what He is doing. Evi- 
dently there is some purpose in cre- 
ating beings like you and mc. lie is 
the father of all children; He hears 
and knows everything. Do you think 
that Ho is ignorant of our sufferings? 
He docs know, I assure you. Don't 
you see how His moon is looking down 
upon us, shining in this terrible dwell-, 
ing through the holes in the roof ? 
Don't commit a sin with your words, 
my dear." 

She looked at me with her wonder- 
ful eyes, eyes in which the tears shone 
like diamonds in the pale light of the 
moon. Never will I forget that look. 



When 1 awoke the next morning the 
hunchback girl was sleeping peaceful- 
ly at my side, wrapped up in my coat. 
Her face was pale, and there was so 
much goodness upon it, so much suffer- 
ing, that my heart was torn. Her Hps 
were trembling, and I thought I could 
make out her saying : "Have pity on 
me ! Why do you torture me ? What 
harm have I done you? Don't make 
my life so miserable !" 

I could not help crying bitterly. 
Then I heard a door open and the first 
man to come into the corridor was of 
course — the red bastard — may the 
plague devour him! He looked at me, 
and at the girl ; and when he looked at 
her it was with a thief's eyes, and 
with a nasty smile on his lips. Without 
saying a word he went on. 

* * * 

The next day was Friday, and the 
synagogue in the little town was full 
of the visiting poor. They were jost- 
ling each other and crowding around 
the beadle, anxious to be sent by him 
to some home as a Sabbath guest. They 



liked to be the guests of some well-to- 
do householder who kept a good table 
and whose good lady was in the habit 
of baking a fat kugel for the Sabbath 
meal. The worst houses, in the eyes 
of these sclmorrers, were those of the 
communal servants, of Rabbis, readers, 
preachers, and so on, or of communal 
workers, for they knew from experi- 
ence that these people feed well at the 
expense of others, but treat the poor 
they are compelled to invite to their 
houses very shabbily. The presidents 
of charitable institutions were also 
shunned by the poor. These, they 
knew, were in the habit of sighing, 
groaning and weeping when the Jew- 
ish poor were recalled to them, but as 
to giving them food when the occasion 
arose — they offered them an almost 
empty plate. To be sent as a Sabbath 
guest to such houses the poor thought 
was a misfortune. 

The competition for places on that 
Friday was very keen. The beadle 
was losing his head and his patience. 

"There are more schnorrers today 
than ever before !" he cried. "Where 
have you all come from? Just like a 
locust plague have they swept over our 
(Continucd on next Page) 
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poor town, ncbbich! It is God's pun- 
ishment !" 

Hut the more he shouted and ranted 
the more the sehnorrers crowded a- 
round him. 

"Take me — take me !" they cried. 
"Send me to a good house!" 

They pressed a few copper's into 
the beadle's hand, by way of a bribe, 
and what could that i>oor man do? lie 
took the coins, grumbled, but found 
a house for each of the sehnorrers. 

The hunchback girl and 1 were 
standing aside. It was quite impossible 
for us to push through those strong 
ones in front of us, and then we did 
not dare to shove our superiors. You 
must know that even among sehnorrers 
there are classes, and the aristocrats 
among the poor are even more un- 
lx-arable than the rich. 

Naturally the red bastard managed 
to get the best two houses, one for 
himself and the other for my wife. 
There was even no need for my wife 
to struggle with the crowd, for the 
red one only had to point her out to 
the beadle and say — "Please look at 
her ! There she stands, the poor, un- 
happy blind one, ncbbich!" 

After the synagogue had emptied 
and the poor had all left to present 



themselves at the houses allotted to 
them, I and my hunchback approached 
the beadle and humbly asked him to 
recommend us also to some house 
where we could be Sabbath guests. 

"Sorry," he replied. "I have no- 
thing for you. You've seen the rush. 
There are no more houses left." 

I offered him a few coppers and 
implored him to have pity on two for- 
saken souls. 

"Look here," he said, "1 don't want 
your money. 1 think 1 can get just 
one house, so you had better cast lots 
between you." 

"Send her — " I said at once. 

"No—" she cried. "No— send him. 
I le needs it more." 

I wouldn't hear of it and we began 
wrangling and trying to persuade each 
other to accept the house. The beadle 
looked on, stroking his beard. He be- 
came friendly. 

"Well," he said. "I'll do my best 
to interest two people in you. After 
the evening prayers, stand at the door 
and I'll see what I can do." 

He kept his word. That evening, 
as the worshippers were leaving the 
synagogue he accosted two Jews and 
spoke to them thus : 

"I apologize for troubling you again. 



Afternoon TEA DANCE 

BY THE 
CENTER CLUB 

Sunday, March 15th, 1936 

at 2:00 P. M. 

THIRTY-FIVE CENTS 



I should not call on you now, after 
burdening you with guests for many 
weeks. Hut if it be your good will I 
will recommend you those two people." 
He pointed at us. 

"Certainly," they replied at once. 
"Who would refuse to invite the poor 
to his table on the Sabbath ? That is 
one da}- in the week on which a Jew 
can breathe freely. Why should he 
not then on such a day try to make 
others happy ? Why should he refuse 
to share the food God has sent him 
with those who are in w r ant? We beg, 
you, beadle, never to forget us, and 
to send us a poor man or woman on 
every Sabbath night." 

( To be concluded next month) 




CENTRAL 

CARPET CLEANING CO., Inc. 

ORIENTAL— CHINESE AND CHENILLE 

RUGS & CARPETS 

"CLEANED TO PERFECTION" 

CLEANERS OF FINE RUGS and CARPETS 
FOR THIRTY YEARS 

Main office and factory: 
15 to 21 EAST 132nd STREET, N. Y. C. 

Tlllinghast 5-1900-2060 



A LETTER TO THE CENTER 



Brooklyn Jewish Center 

667 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn 

Gentlemen: 

The officers of the Central Carpet Co., are among 
the admirers of the Center and believe it is one of 
the finest Jewish institutions in the country. They will 
therefore be happy to contribute to any of the Center's 
funds 10% of all our sales to the Center members. 

Sincerely yours, 

Central Carpet Cleaning Co. 
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APPLICATIONS for NEW MEMBERSHIPS 
and REINSTATEMENTS 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Bierman, J. M. 

Married Ladies' Belts 

Res. — 500 ( )cean Avenue 
Bus.— 16 E. 34th Street 
Proposed by M. A. Miller and 
Louis Schockett 

Glick, Irving 

Unmarried Furs 
Res. — 126 E. 95th Street 
Bus.— 211 W. 28th Street 
Proposed by Harry Lane and 
William Rosenberg 

Goltlstone, Charles 

Unmarried Retail Dept. Store 
Res. — 703 Lefferts Avenue 
Proposed by Nathan Gorelik 

Levitt. Leo L. 

Unmarried Coats and Suits 
Res. — 284 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 500 Seventh Avenue 
Proposed by Nathan Gorelik 

Marcus, Joe 

Unmarried Food Market 
Res. — 2052 Union Street 
Bus.— 133-18 Rockaway Blvd. 
Proposed by Sidney Rabinovvitz 



SISTERHOOD OF THE CENTER 

to hold 

BRIDGE PARTY 



This Wednesday afternoon, 
MARCH 18th 

at two o'clock 



Tickets of admission may be ob- 
tained at the information desk or 
from the chairman of the commit- 
tee, Mrs. Sadye Horowitz of 225 
Eastern Parkway (NEvins 8-7546). 



Subscription — Fifty Cents 
Refreshments Will Be Served 



Model. Harry 1. 

Married Inspector 
Res. — 565 Crown Street 
Hus.— BIdfr. Dept. C. of X. V. 
Proposed by Hyman Siegel 

Portny, Philip E. 

Unmarried Coats and Suits 
Res. — 270 Crown Street 
Bus.— 205 \V. 39th Street 
Proposed by Joseph Goldberg 

Siegel, Irving D. 
Unmarried 

Res. — 240 Crown Street 

Proposed by Dr. D. 11. Appleman 

Strongin. Harry 

Married Insurance 
Res. — 115 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 164 Montague Street 
Proposed by Henry Seinfel and 
Joseph M. Schwartz 

Werbel, Isiclor 

Married Book Manufacturer 

Res. — 184 Brooklvn Avenue 
Bus.— 609 \Y. 51st Street 
Proposed by Barnet Tanenbaiiin 

The following have applied for rein- 
statement as members in the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center: 

Katz. Phil 

Unmarried Pajama Mfr. 
Res. — 361 Wyona Street 
Bus.— 71 West 35th Street 

Korn, Harry 

Married Mfr. Refrigerators 

Res. — 4809 Tilden Avenue 
Bus. — 1720 Atlantic Avenue 
Proposed by Harold Jacobs 

Moodnik, Louis 

Unmarried Chevrolet Cars 
Res. — 573 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 5l5-7th Avenue 
Proposed by Jos. Goldberg 

Steinberg, Irving 

Married Builder 
Res. — 1319 President Street 
Bus.— 37-66 82nd Street 
Proposed by Philip F. Feinberg 
EMANUEL GREENBERG, Chairman 
Membership Committee 



THE MACCABEES 

The future great among Center ath- 
letes have been on view the last few- 
weeks. The "Maccabiah" of the Mac- 
cabees Club has been in progress. Al- 
ready outstanding athletes are making 
themselves known. If a few of these 
youngsters make good on some future 
Center teams, remember, we told you 
so. The "Maccabiah" is divided into 



five sectioiisf handball, ping pong, bas- 
ketball, track and field, and swimming. 
Club championships are at stake in 
all these events. It is expected that 
the "Maccabiah" will become an an- 
nual affair, so great is the enthusiasm 
for it. Mr. Goldman, club leader, has 
been acting- as referee, judge and um- 
pire of the events. 



YOUR 
FRIENDS 
WILL BE 

THANKFUL TO YOU 

Most of the members in the 
Center regard it a privilege to 
be affiliated with one of the 
leading Jewish institutions in 
the country. 

Extend this privilege to your 
friends and enroll them as 
members of the Center and 
thus give tkem an opportunity 
to enjoy the fine facilities of 
the institution and to partici- 
pate in its numerous activities. 
The rates are moderate: 
$50. per year per family 

$37.50 per year for unmarried 
members 

$25. per year for girls 



THE SISTERHOOD 

of the 

CENTER 

Announces its Annual 

BAZAAR 
Saturday Evening, May 9 

to and including 

Thursday evening, May 14 

To make the Bazaar a success it 
is necessary that we have the as- 
sistance of all men and women of 
the Center. 

Please register your name as a 
volunteer worker. 

Mrs. Albert Witty, Pres. 
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FRIEDMAN'S 

WINE & LIQUOR STORE 
1029 Nostrand Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 

BETWEEN EMPIRE BOULEVARD and STERLING STREET 

SLocum 6-8988 
V 

We carry a full line of 

Imported and Domestic Wines and Liquors 

We are taking orders now for Passover Wines, 
Slivovitz and Brandy. 



PEGLER'S ARTICLE 

(Continued from Page 11) 
sadistic delight in the infliction of pain 
which is now being fostered in young 
Nazis, will catch the young Jew after 
class and tell Isadore or Rosie what 
the teacher said. 

If the radio is turned on in the home 
of a Jewish family the children will 
hear an orator somewhere in Berlin 
or Munich explaining that their par- 
ents are species of beast and that they 
are little beasts themselves. 

A lone Jewish child in a small com- 
munity must play alone, for the true 
Nazi children , of course, will not ad- 
mit him to their company, and a Gen- 
tile child with pity in its heart would 
be afraid to offer the victim any sym- 
pathy. They might both be beaten up. 

And then, of course, it is fair sj*>rt 
for the Nazi children to kick and beat 
and throw rocks at the little Jews, 
because that is preliminary training 
for one of the highest functions of 
Nazi citizenship in days to come. 

ALL children have a trusting at- 
titude toward grown people, and 
a harsh word may leave an ineffaceable 
scar on the soul of the young one. The 
souls of children of the Jews in Ger- 



many will be cross-hacked with a thous- 
and cuts, for they will never know any- 
thing in childhood but insults to them- 
selves and the foulest aspersions on 
the only adults to whom they can turn 
for comfort — their parents and other 
relatives. 

It is absolutely certain that their 
childhood, the few hours of innocence 
which are given to all of us and which 
civilized people try to invest with beau- 
ty and joy, has been destroyed by a 
man with a mustache (adopted from 
the makeup of a famous comedian) 
who has seriously been nominated by 
some of his followers not for King, 
not merely for ruler, but for God the 
Redeemer of the German race. It 
would be a mistake to call him baby- 
killer. You can't torture a dead child. 



CENTER PLAYERS TO PRODUCE 
"IF I WERE YOU" 

Arrangements are being made by the 
Center Players, under the direction of 
Mr. Phil Gross, to present Sholom 
Alechem's comedy, "If J Were You" 
(Shveir Tzu Zein A Yid). 

All members of the Center who wish 
to join the cast are requested to please 
leave their names at the information 
desk. 



THE 

CENTER 
RESTAURANT 



Excellent meals are served in 
our Restaurant every Sunday 
during the season from 12 noon 
to 5 P. M. 

Arrange to have your Sunday 
dinners at the Center Restau- 
rant as often as you possibly can. 
You will facilitate matters a great 
deal if you will telephone the 
Center in advance (PResident 4- 
1400) so that reservations may 
be made for you. 

• 

Dinner De Luxe $1.00 and $1.25 
per person — Also A la Carte 

• 

"Meet Me in the Center 
Restaurant" 
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YOUNG JUDAEA TODAY 

(Continued from Page 10) 



experiences of their own. The .story of 
the rebuilding of the Palestine home- 
land was one of their own making; 
an experience in which their share 
formed an integral part, whether 
through assistance in fund raising for 
the Jewish National Fund, support of 
the Palestine Scout movement or other 
vividly real contributory efforts. 

Gradually a program of valuable ex- 
perience emerged that enabled the or- 
ganization to increase its usefulness to 
the American Jewish youth and, in- 
deed, the entire Jewish family. 
Through the magazine, through an- 
nual conventions and regional confer- 
ences, through prize contests, through 
various educational and program de- 
partments, Young Judaea expanded its 
purposes and achievements in terms of 
greater variety and imaginative ap- 
peal. That this program was not with- 
out its magnetism for the Jewish youth 
can be judged from the rapid growth 
of the club and individual member- 
ship of Young Judaea. That Young 
Judaea is now an organization em- 
bracing 750 clubs with a membership 
of 20,000 can well be taken as the 
yardstick of its service and its useful- 
ness. 

Parenthetically, it must be told that 
while Jewish youth joined, indeed cre- 
ated, Young Judaea, their parents were 
not as helpful as was to have been ex- 
pected of them. For the most part, 
Young Judaea has been sustained by 
the sheer enthusiasm of its young 
members and by the generous patron- 
age of a handful of far-sighted Amer- 
ican Jews. Regrettably, it remains true 
that the adult Jewish leadership in this 
country has not, in terms of concrete 
support at least, recognized the im- 
perative need of building up a body of 
well informed, enthusiastic young boys 
and girls out of whose ranks tomor- 
row's leadership would come. 

Briefly, Young Judaea has dedicated 
itself to the two-fold aim of (1) per- 
petuating the highest ideals of Judaism 
and its relationhship to American life, 
and (2) of uniting the Jewish youth 
with the history of the Jewish people 
in a proper understanding of the role 
of Palestine in Jewish life and in ac- 
tive participation in its upbuilding as 
the Jewish National Homeland. 

This aim Young Judaea pursues 
through a system of education and re- 
creation of great variety, interest, and 



imaginative appeal. Organizing its 
Jewish boys and girls into units of 
clubs and placing at their head young 
men and women sincerely and zealous- 
ly devoted to the Jewish ideal, \ onng 
Judaea, by co-operative and creative 
projects, by lectures, discussions and 
debates, breathes life into Jewish his- 
tory and fires the imagination of its 
members with stirring pictures of the 
Jewish past.' By awakening in them an 
intelligent appreciation of Jewish his- 
tory and its relationship to contempor- 
ary Jewish endeavor, Young Judaea 
provides a firm link between the past, 
present and future, and imbues Young 
Judaeans with a genuine understand- 
ing of Jewish life and a willingness to 
share in its many responsibilities. 

A significant feature has been the 
intensification of the efforts to rebuild 
Palestine. By this approach Young 
Judaea has brought the Jewish youth 
of America into close relationship with 
an epic of heroism, faith and idealism 
that forms a most vital factor in Jew- 
ish life today. Nothing can so deeply 
stir the youthful mind as the story of 
the Jewish pioneers who have gone to 
rebuild Palestine. Nothing can so 
vividly associate the Jewish past with 
the Jewish present as the renaissance 
of Jewish culture and the Hebrew 
language in Palestine today. Nothing 
can so forcefully convince our youth 
of the future of Jewish life and the 
value of its participation as the suc- 
cessful realization of the Jewish dream 
in Palestine. Superimposed upon this 
general program Young Judaea has 
undertaken a specific project in Pales- 
tine in order to participate actively in 
its upbuilding. Young Judaea spon- 
sors the Jewish Scouts of Palestine 
through the Keren Hanoar L'Eretz'Yis- 
roel (Palestine Youth Fund). Ameri- 
can Jewish youth is thus given an op- 
portunity to help the youth of Pales- 
tine too, in arriving at a fuller realiza- 
tion of the meaning of Jewish endea- 
vor. 

To establish a bulwark for this youth 
movement, Young Judaea has organ- 
ized a Judaean League consisting of 
young men and women above the age 
of eighteen. This body, comprised 
chiefly of leaders and active workers 
in Young Judaea as well as of alumni 
of Young Judaea clubs, provides a 
transitional organization preparatory to 
mature leadership, not only in Young 



YOUNG FOLKS LEAGUE 
of the CENTER 

Arranging 
FORMAL 

SUPPPER DANCE 

Saturday Eve., April 4, 1936 



Reservations may be made through 
the chairman of the Committee, 
Mr. Samuel Coran, or the secre- 
tary, Miss Esther Goldstein. 



fudaea, hut other Jewish channels as 
well. 

If Young Judaea has matured, its 
responsibilities have increased com- 
mensurately. Its educational material 
is in greater demand, its organizational 
apparatus strained to cope with the 
growing interest in Jewish youth 
problems. In the face of this unpre- 
cedented demand for expansion of its 
services, it has been humorously sug- 
gested, it is fortunate that Young 
Judaea now has at its head a stock- 
broker where in years gone by a suc- 
cession of rabbis and educational lead- 
ers held forth. But if stock-brokers 
arc better suited to look after the ma- 
terial needs of Young Judaea, the par- 
ticular stock-broker who heads Young 
Judaea yields to none of his prede- 
cessors in the spiritual qualities with 
which be endows Young Judaea work. 
Louis P. Rocker is a worthy succes- 
sor to the long line of distinguished 
men and women who have borne the 
burden in years past. Under his leader- 
ship and the direction of Mrs. A. II. 
Vixman, Young Judaea is expected to 
go far in arousing Jewish youth to its 
responsibilities. 
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To the contributors of the Kol Nidre Appeal 
— Thanks and Appreciation 



T 



HE officers of the Center extend their heartiest thanks to the following 
who have responded to the appeal at the last Kol Nidre Services in be- 
half of the Emergency Fund of the institution. 



Anonymous 

Mr. & Mrs. Isidor Fine 

Kline, Benjamin J.. 

Anonymous 
Bernard, L. W, 
Brenner, Louis 
Brenner, Phillip 
Dlugasch, Morris 
Fein, Hyman 
Gabriel, Barnett 
Good stein, David 
Judson, Henry 
Kenin, Mayer 
Kronish, Fred 
Kugel, Simon II, 
Lurie, Leih 
Riker, I. Jerome 
Rosen, Meyer A. 
Schwartz, Joseph M. 
Smerling, Morris 
Steingut, Hon. Irwin 
Sussman, Sol 

Aaron, Hyman 
Bernstein, Alex 
Droshnicop, S. 
Ginsberg, Moses 
Goldsamt, Samuel 
Greenfield, Dr. Samuel D 
Herzfeld, Max 
Hirsch, Harry L. 
Holtzmann, Jacob L. 
Jacobs, Joseph 
Katz, Samuel 
Koven, Dr. Benjamin 
Lazarowitz, Mrs. I. 
Leibowitz, Mrs. Solomon 
Leibowitz children 
Miller, Morris 
Moskowitz, Samuel 
Nelson, Louis 
Parnes, Louis 
Polsky, Archie 
Rosen f eld, Morris 
Rothkopf, Hyman 
Rutchik, Max M. 
Rut stein, Jacob 
Salwen, Nathan 
Schwartz, Sol 
Shapiro, Abraham 
Shapiro, Nathan D. 
Sokoloff, Ralph 
Strausberg, Samuel 
Tanenbaum, B. 
Triebetz, II. 
Aaron, Joseph T. 



A brains, Hyman 
Barnett, Mrs. S. 
Bergman, Morris 
Bernhardt. Maurice 
Brown, II. 
Chess. Bernard 
Eisenberg. J. 
Fortunoff, Jacob A. 
Freedman. H. A. 
Gasner, Mrs. Simon 
Ginsburg, .Abraham 
Ginzburg, Michael 
Glaubman, Louis 
( loell, Jacob 
Goell, 'Milton J. 
Goldstein. Dr. Max 
Gottlieb, A. 
( I ray, I sidor 
Hartman. A. 
llornick, Louis 
Horowitz, Joseph 
1 lorowitz, Sol 
Horowitz, S. 
Jablow, George 
Ku flick, A. 
Lcmberg, Sam 
Levinthal, Dr. Israel 11. 
Lewis, Aaron 
1 jberman, H. 
Lipman, H. J. 
May, Justice Mitchell 
Meltzer, Samuel 
Metzger, Mr. & Mrs. M. 
Nemerov, M. 
( )stow, Rahman I. 
Plotkin, Dr. II. 
l'osner, L. 
Preston, Harry 
Rachmil, Hyman 
Rosenman, Mrs. L. 
Rothkopf, M. 
Rothkopf, S. 
Sabel, Joseph 
Schlein, E. 
Schlesinger, L. H. 
Schneider, S. A. 
Schrier, Herman 
Seinfel, Henry 
Silberberg, I. 
Sklar, Mrs. J. 
Solovei, Joseph A. 
Solovei, Joseph A. 

(/// memory of father) 
Spatt, Dr. U. 
Spiegel. David 
VYeinstock, Louis 
Wolfe, Dr. S. A. 



Yanowitz. II. 
Zirinsky, Harry 
Zwerdling, T. 

Weiss, Mrs. M 
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THE CENTER CLUB 

Amid its preparations for the After- 
noon Tea Dance set for Sunday after- 
noon, March 15th, the Center Club 
has been able to proceed with its cul- 
tural program. This has been no 
ordinary feat due to the illness of the 
participants in the program work. 
Jerry Kurshan gave the last talk; his 
subject was the work of Eugene 
O'Neill. A stimulating discussion fol- 
lowed his presentation. We are look- 
ing toward to our future programs 
and we are also anticipating seeing 
all our friends at our Afternoon 
Dance and at all our meetings. Our 
meetings for this month are March 
14th and the 21st. 



SISTERHOOD MEETING— MARCH 23 

A regular meeting of the Sisterhood 
will be held on Mondav afternoon, 
March 23rd. at one-thirty o'clock. 

All women of the Center are cor- 
dially requested to attend. 



THE JUNIOR LEAGUE 

The Junior League has been through 
a month of great activity. It was 
during this month that they were af- 
fiiliatcd with the Young Peoples L§a- 
gues of the United Synagogue of A- 
merica and were represented at the 
annual convention of that organization 
which was held recentlv. In addition, 
the J ^eague has had a number of suc- 
cessful social functions. The cultural 
program has also progressed. Plans 
for similar social and cultural activities 
are under foot for the balance of the 
season. All eligible members are in- 
vited to our meetings held every Sun- 
day evening. 



BAR MITZVAH 

Congratulations and best wishes are 
extended to Mr. and Mrs. Irving Ro- 
senbluth of 1323 Carroll Street, upon 
the Bar Mitzvah of their son. Paul 
Richard, to be held at the Center on 
Saturdav, March 14th. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulation.-- and best wishes are 
extended to Mr. Abbot A. Weisbord 
of 77 Yan Buren Street, upon his mar- 
riage to Miss Lillian Robin, on March 
12th. The couple will spend their 
honevmoon in Bermuda. 



PERSONAL 

Rest wishes for a speech - recovery 
are extended to Mr. Yictor W. Gleich- 
enhaus of 372 Brooklyn Avenue. 
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"THE IDLE INN" TO BE PRESENTED 
APRIL 1st 

Peretz 1 lirshbein's play "The Idle 
Inn" (Die Puste Rretchma ) will be 
produced in English in the Center au- 
ditorium on Wednesday evening, 
April 1st, at 8:30 o'clock, under the 
joint auspices of the Social Commit- 
tee and the Federal Theatre. 
- The play will be staged by the dra- 
matic director of the Center, Mr. rhil 
Gross and Jack Charash, who made 
the English translation. "The Idle 
Inn", the first offering of the Anglo- 



Jewish Theatre, is a romantic folk 
comedy in four acts ; and will be pre- 
sented at our Center for the first time 
in Brooklyn. 

Admission will be fifty cents to 
members and seventy-five cents to non- 
members. 



CLASS IN PUBLIC SPEAKING 

The Class in Public Speaking, under 
the leadership of Mrs. Anne M. 
Bierce, meets every Wednesday eve- 
ning at eight o'clock. 

Admission is free to all. 
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THE KASHRUTH TRIAL 

(Continued from Page 9) 



port of the Jewry of New York City, 
the Kashruth Association was incor- 
porated. It was sponsored by and in- 
cluded as members Orthodox Rabbis 
and other leaders of Jewry in New 
York City. Samuel Rottenberg was 
its first president. 

A convention was held at which res- 
olutions were adopted which gave a 
great impetus to the activities of the 
Kashruth Association. 

The convention recognized that the 
observance of the Dietary Laws_ was 
a cardinal principle of the Jewish 
Faith and that their profamation call- 
ed for preventive as well as remedial 
action by the Jewish community ; that 
on by duly ordained Orthodox Rabbis 
constituted the sole authority to deter- 
mine matters of Kashruth, that the 
Orthodox Rabbinate, aroused by the 
chaotic and scandalous conditions in 
the Kosher food industries, had, 
through the Kashruth Association, for 
the first time created a central city- 
wide agency for the purpose of im- 
proving these conditions, and that 
only effective method to assure com- 
pliance with the Dietary Laws and to 
serve the best interests of the com- 
munity was the universal adoption of 
the Community Kashruth Supervisory 
System, endorsed by the Orthodox 
Rabbinate. 

The convention resolved, inter alia, 
that the Orthodox Rabbinate was the 
sole and supreme authority in matters 
pertaining to Kashruth, and pledged 
their full support to the Kashruth As- 
sociation in the task of putting into 
operation the Community Kashruth 
Supervisory system under which the 
Rabbis would function, not as em- 
ployees of the dealers, but as respected 
representatives of the Jewish religion, 
and that arrangements were to be made 
for the installation of such system of 
supervision in the poultry market. 

In January, 1934, the Kashruth As- 
sociation submitted to Mayor La 
Gnardia a memorandum similar to the 
Committee's report to Mayor Walker 
and asked for appropriate action to 
be taken by the City authorities. The 
following month, Hon. Bernard S. 
Deutsch, as president of the Board of 
Aldermen, ap]>ointed a special com- 
mittee of about 50 persons, consisting 
of members of the Kashruth Associa- 
tion and other Jewish bodies, to study 
the Kashruth problem. Such study 



was undertaken by the Committee and 
a report submitted to the Mayor and 
Mr. Deutsch showing the necessity for 
communal Kashruth supervision. 

Under the auspices of the Health 
Department an investigation was made 
in May, 1934, which brought out 
startling disclosures of violations of 
the Kashruth Laws in the poultry in- 
dustry, and shortly thereafter a con- 
flict arose between the Shochtim and 
their employers, the poultry dealers. 
The Shochtim contended, among other 
things, that the conditions of employ- 
ment imposed on them in the markets 
prevented them from complying with 
the Jewish Deitary Laws since they 
required to slaughter too many fowl. 
About that time, Mayor" LaGuardia 
appointed Judge Otto A. Rosalsky as 
a meditator between the Shochtim and 
their employers. Judge Rosalsky, an 
Orthodox Jew, for thirty years in pub- 
lic life, and having a thorough knowl- 
edge of the industry gained through 
presiding at the trial of a most no- 
torious poultry case in New York City, 
was requested to find the facts and 
render an apropriate decision, it being 
understood at the time that all groups 
affected would abide by the decision. 

During the course of the public 
hearings which followed, inquiry was 
made into problems affecting the 
Shochtim and also into the general 
problem of Kashruth in the poultry 
industry. The poultry dealers were 
represented at those hearings by coun- 
sel, and many poultry dealers partici- 
pated therein. Any one who could 
throw any light on the subject of the 
investigation was permitted to testify. 

The evidence presented at these pub- 
lic hearings was of such nature as to 
cause Judge Rosalsky to characterize 
the conditions of Kashruth in the poul- 
try industry as "astounding" and 
"disgraceful". 

The hearings revealed that poultry 
offered for sale as Kosher was in fact 
non-Kosher because of circumstances 
prevailing in the markets and the ab- 
sence of Rabbinic supervision. In 
nearly all the markets there was no 
supervision at all. It developed that, 
unlike the prevailing system in the 
meat industry of branding and label- 
ing Kosher meats, no methods or de- 
vices were employed to distinguish 
Kosher from non-Kosher fowl. 
Shochtim, in many instances, were 



obliged to violate the Jewish laws by 
being required to slaughter too many 
fowl. Poultry was found slaughtered 
in their absence by persons not duly 
qualified under the Jewish law, as well 
as on the Sabbath, in contravention 
of the Jewish law. 

Toward the end of these hearings 
a conference of the Orthodox Rabbin- 
ate of the City of New York was 
held at the Hotel Pennsylvania which 
acknowledged that the Orthodox Rab- 
binate of New York City was united 
in and represented by the Kashruth 
Association and recommended the ta- 
king of steps to maintain communal 
supervision system by Rabbis in each 
poultry market, and for using identi- 
fying plumbas, . or seals, for each 
chicken or fowl slaughtered according 
to Jewish ritual and offered for sale 
as such. 

On August 30, 1934, Judge Rosal- 
sky rendered a decision which, after 
providing, among other things, that 
a Shochet was not to slaughter more 
than 12,000 pounds of poultry per 
week, declared : 

"8. That each poultry market en- 
gaged in slaughtering and selling 
Kosher poultry shall have Rabbinic 
supervision under the auspices of 
the Kashruth Association of Great- 
er New York. 

fa) That each wholesale market 
shall be supervised by a Rabbi and 
at least one Mashgiach (religious 
supervisor) as will be designated by 
the Kashruth Association of Great- 
er New York. 

(b) That each retail market shall 
likewise have adequate Rabbinic su- 
pervision as will be determined by 
the Kashruth Association. 

9. That all Kosher slaughtered 
poultry offered for sale shall have 
affixed thereto a plumba signifying 
that it is kosher, the same to be 
placed thereon by a mashgiach. The 
plumba shall be supplied by the 
Kashruth Association of Greater 
New York. 

10. That, to defray the cost of su- 
pervision, the poultry market pro- 
prietors shall pay weekly to the 
Kashruth Association at the rate of 
one cent per fowl (Kosher killed 
poultry)." 

About that time the Orthodox Rab- 
hinate of New York City commenced 
making preparations for carrying into 
effect Judge Rosalsky's decision. On 
October 29, 1934, after having been 
duly convened in accordance with Jew- 
ish religious Law, almost the entire 
Orthodox Rabbinate of the City met 
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at the Pennsylvania Hotel to consider 
the promulgation of an Issur (religi- 
ous prohimitive decree). 

At this meeting the Orthodox Rab- 
binate of the City promulgated an Is- 
sur or religious prohibition. The Rab- 
binate took cognizance of the fact that 
in this City chaos prevailed in the mat- 
ter of slaughtering poultry for Jewish 
consumption, that manifold malprac- 
tices existed in violation of the Jewish 
religious laws, that the structure of 
Kashruth relating to poultry had col- 
lapsed. 

Accordingly, they decided that the 
slaughter houses and the Shochtim 
must be placed under permanent and 
effective Rabbinic supervision as ap- 
proved by and under the auspices of 
the ecclesiastical members of the 
Kashruth x\ssociation who form the 
United Orthodox Rabbinate of the 
City. They decreed that each fowl 
slaughtered as Kosher had to be mark- 
ed with a plumba or similar sign, to 
beaffixed by a person designated by 
the Rabbinate, as a token of Kashruth. 
They commanded all co-religionists to 
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purchase only such poultry as should 
be slaughtered under effective Rabbin- 
ical supervision and bear such author- 
ized token of Kashruth, placed a ban 
on all poultry slaughtered not bearing 
such token, and enjoined all Shochtim 
to respect those regulations under 
penalty of disqualification to act as 
Shochtim. 

This Issur was adopted by the un- 
animous vote of upwards of 200 Or- 
thodox Rabbis present. 

On November 5th, 1934, in one of 
the synaoggues in New York City, 
almost the entire Orthodox Rabbinate 
being present, this Issur was solemnly 
proclaimed. 

To administer the provisions of this 
Issur and of Judge Rosalsky's decision, 
the Kashruth Association was utilized. 

The members of the Kashruth As- 
sociation consist of Orthodox Rabbis 
and other prominent leaders of Jewry 
in New York City. Of approximately 
300 Orthodox Rabbis in the City, al- 
most 250 are members of this Asso- 
ciation. 
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TWENTY- FIVE YEARS 
OF SPLENDID SERVICE 



OX Thursday evening, April 23, 
the Brooklyn Jewish Center 
will officially commemorate the 
completion of twenty-five years of 
splendid service rendered by Rabbi 
Leviuthal in the American rabbinate. 

While this is primarily a Center cele- 
bration, since he has spent move than 
two-thirds of that period ministering 
to its congregation, it is by no means 
confined to his own immediate com- 
munity nor to our own borough. Dur- 
ing the past twenty-five years Dr. Lev- 
iuthal has steadily grown in stature ; 
his influence has been felt through all 
parts of trie land and he has come to 
be regarded as one of the leading rab- 
bis in the country. 

What exactly has contributed to Dr. 
Levinthal's great success in the rabbin- 
ate ? 

Those who have watched his career 
will undoubtedly agree that Rabbi Lev- 
iuthal owes his position of leadership 
primarily to the fact that he applied 
himself zealously to the task set for 
himself when he embarked upon a rab- 
binical career. Blessed with an enviable 
gift of oratory and a name beloved and 
respected in American Jewish life, he 
was not content to stop with these ad- 
vantages. He became the master of the 
Jewish sermon as a result of painstak- 
ing .study, delving into the depths of 
the teachings of the ancient Jewish 
scholars and sages. His every sermon, 
whether it was to be delivered before 
nn audience of thousands of listeners 
attending the Friday night lectures, or 
the one based on the weekly portion of 
the Torah. had to be carefully scru- 
tinized both as to form and content. Ik- 
was to face the same critical congrega- 
tion week in and week out. year after 
year, and this allowed for no repetition 
and no .superficialities. 

Rabbi Leviuthal is also endowed with 
that saintly spirit that makes one love 
him and admire him. One must but 
meet him once to become imbued with 



a teeling ot reverence and respect for 
him. 

At this time, when we are about to 
celebrate the completion of the first 
milestone in his career, we are grateful 
to him for the glory he has brought 
to our community and to our institu- 
tion, and extend to him sincere good 
wishes tor many more years of fruitful 
service to our faith and to our people. 

-J. C 



CAN ADULTS BE WON 
TO JEWISH STUDY? 

TIIRLL years ago. when we an- 
nounced the opening of an In- 
stitute of Jewish Studies for 
Adults, many in the community scoffed 
at the very idea that men and women 
could he induced to spend an evening 
every week through the fall and win- 
ter seasons, engaged in a serious study 
of Jewish subjects. 

The third season in the life of our 
Institute is now drawing to a close. 
The novelty of the experiment is long 
past. And yet one hundred and fifty 
men and women attend regularly the 
various courses that were offered. And 
let it be known that most of the courses 
were not mere lecture courses but re- 
presented active co-operation on the 
part of the students in study and read- 
ing. In the department of Hebrew 
alone, we had six groups, from the 



Members of the Editorial Board 
for the Rcvica' 

Louis J. Gribetz, Chairman 

Joseph Goldberg 

Joseph Kaye 
Dr. Israel II. Leviuthal 



No. 34 



elemeutarx to advanced courses in con- 
versational J lebrew. and the critical 
study of the text of the Bible. Our lec- 
ture courses didn't deal in mere super- 
ficial treatment of Jewish themes, but 
included such courses as the Jurispru- 
dence in the Talmud, the Philosophy 
of the Jewish Religion, the Bible as 
Literature and the History of Jewish 
Literature. 

1 hat after three years so main' men 
and women from all walks of life can 
be induced to indulge in such serious 
studies gives us hope and faith that 
the Institute has passed the experi- 
mental stage and will continue to serve 
as one of the best mediums in our 
community for the return of the Jew 
of today to the ideal of study. 



BRINGING BACK THE 
GOOD OLD DAYS 

Till 4 ' Mortgage Settlement Dinner 
which was held on the evening of 
March 22nd did something more 
than raise a large sum of money which 
will help the Center to carry out the 
terms of the mortgage settlement. It 
brought the spirit that animated our 
institution in the good old davs before 
the economic depression set in. There 
was a festive air upon the countenance 
of every one of the almost five hundred 
guests who were present. The spirit 
of enthusiasm that radiated from 
everyone proved that the old love for 
the Center and the pride in its achieve- 
ments have been revived among the 
great mass of its members. But more 
than this there seemed to be an expres- 
sion of determination that marked the 
face of every diner to make our Cen- 
ter an even greater and better influ- 
ence for fresh life and activity in our 
community, now that many of the fin- 
ancial difficulties have been solved. 

The dinner was in truth a re-dedi- 
cation on the part of its members to 
the ideals and principles, in behalf of 
which our institution was founded sev- 
enteen years ago. 

-1. II. L. 
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FIVE TRIBUTES TO AN ADMIRED RABBI 



FROM A MEMBER OF THE CENTER HEBREW 
SCHOOL FACULTY 



FROM A GERMAN 
HUMANITARIAN 

Dear Dr. Levinthal: 

That the 25th anniversary of your 
accession to the rabbinate of Brooklyn 
should have come in the midst of the 
world tragedy of modern Jewry, we 
trust, will not dim the splendor and 
sense of achievement of your long and 
glorious career of moral and spiritual 
guidance. You could not have dreamed 
that such a pall would ever befall the 
Jewish people. But in this strange, in- 
explicable moment, with its mixed 
emotions, perhaps it will serve as a 
barometer to the rising hope of the 
Jewish people everywhere that among 
your best wishers is this organization 
of Americans of German blood, of 
German-Americans of Christian reli- 
gion. 

We are your friend, the friend of 
your friends, the brothers of your peo- 
ple. The hurts that your brethren have 
felt in our fatherland have deeply 
wounded us, and our task is that regen- 
eration of world spirit against the re- 
gime which has enslaved and depraved 
our one-time glorious Germany. 

Then take our greetings, Rabbi, and 
our wishes, for your success and hap- 
piness. May you always have the 
strength to carry on, to make your peo- 
ple know that they are not forsaken, 
and that in Germany, as we know, are 
millions who would reenf ranchise 
them. 

Greater even than that battle is the 
cry now in America against anti-hu- 
manity of every kind, the battle against 
Nazism in this land of ours. Oh, Rab- 
bi, go forward, strengthened and up- 
lifted-be, never afraid as we know you 
never will be. Turn to us when you 
need a helping word or feel the need 
of a helping hand. Your fight is also 
our fight. 

FRIENDS OF GERMANY 
Eugene F. Grigat, 

Executive Secretary 



THE Center is now celebrating the 
Silver Jubilee of Dr. Levinthal's 
occupation of the rabbinic pulpit in the 
Borough of Brooklyn. During these 
twenty-five years the activities of Rab- 
bi Levinthal reached into all spheres of 
Jewish endeavor : whether it was char- 
ity, education, Hebrew culture, Zion- 
ism or the plight of his brethren in 



FROM A NOTED 
LIBERAL 

Dear Rabbi Levinthal : 

I see from the current issue of the 
excellent Review published by your 
Center, that you have just completed 
twenty-five years of ministry here in 
Brooklyn. May I very humbly join the 
multitude of people who are congratu- 
lating you on your celebration of this 
quarter-century anniversary of your 
high place in the public life of Brook- 
lyn. I celebrated my twenty-fifth a lit- 
tle while ago and thus can enter into 
the spirit of your review of the years 
gone by. These have been great years 
for you and your people, and it is my 
hope and prayer that you may be 
spared for many years to come to give 
anew that leadership of light and learn- 
ing so needed by our troubled age. 

Very sincerely yours, 

John Haynes Holmes 



other countries, one would find his ac- 
tive participation. Of him it could be 
said truthfully, that he is the servant 
of his people. 

Dr. Levinthal's fame has spread far 
and wide as one of the best orators in 
the pulpit and as an interpreter of the 
Midrashic literature. Old and young 
alike are deeply affected by his utter- 
ances and are always in a receptive 
mood when he exclaims his famous 
"men and women." But there is a sig- 
nificant reason for his great popularity 
which many who have not come to 
know him closely may overlook: his 
magnetic, loveable personality. Fellow- 



Rabbis, his associates in his varied ac- 
tivities, Center members, children, all 
have a profound reverence for Dr. 
Levinthal. 

Anyone who is at all acquainted with 
Chassidism can picture to himself the 
two famous Chassidic types trying to 
discuss among themselves the merits of 
their respective rabbis. The eyes of the 
Chassidim are aflame, they are in high 
exalted ecstasy and each one is endea- 
voring to express in words the great- 
ness of his rabbi and the love and ad- 
miration he feels for him. But the only 
word he is able to bring out from his 
trembling lips are "oi, oi, oi unser re- 
benu." Many of Dr. Levinthal's fol- 
lowers, in the same words — "our Rab- 
bi" — give expression to their feelings 
of esteem and devotion which he has 
won in their hearts. 

Few are those who can boast of such 
a title. And so, in the words of God 
to Joshua, when that great disciple of 
Moses stood at the gates of Palestine 
looking to the glorious future of his 
nation, we say to you, our rabbi, "Clia- 
zak ve-amats," "Be strong and stead- 
fast, be not dismayed, neither be thou 
discouraged. Your work is bearing 
fruit." 

— E. M. Edelstein 



FROM A CHRISTIAN 
PREACHER 

DR. LEVINTHAL has always ap- 
pealed to me as a sterling person 
of true spirituality, possessing love for 
God and love for man. This is shown 
in his bearing, his benign counsel and 
all the ways and works of his devoted 
ministry. 

Please convey to him the hearty con- 
gratulations of Central Congregational 
Church and its pastors. Our prayer is 
that the Rabbi will be spared to you for 
many years to come in ever increasing 
usefulness and honor and that he will 
have a long eventide before his blessed 
release to life eternal. 

S. Parkes Cadman 

(Continued on page 23) 
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The Rabbi in Present -Day Jewish Life 



I NEED hardly say how privileged 
I feel to enjoy this honor of ad- 
dressing the Rabbinical graduates 
on this memorable occasion in their 
lives. It recalls vividly a scene in my 
own life — twenty-five years ago this 
very month — when I, too, sat where 
these graduates sit, not amidst these 
beautiful and majestic surroundings, it 
is true, but in the modest assembly hall 
of the old Seminary building, and re- 
ceived my diploma at the hands of that 
unforgettable leader and sage, Solomon 
Schechter. 

It is not a mere coincidence that 
these ordination exercises take place on 
the very day on which we usher in the 
Jewish month of Sivan, the month in 
which we commemorate the historic 
event of Mattan Torah — the giving of 
the Torah on Sinai. I take it as quite 
significant ; for in a sense, this day too 
is a day of Mattan Torah. The Rabbis 
were right when they said that "the 
day on which Moses appointed the eld- 
ers was as precious to God as the day 
on which the Torah was given." 
(Numbers Rabbah, 15:19) If the To- 
rah is to be given to the people, if it is 
to play a definite role in their every 
day life, then we must have Zekenim, 
elders — not elders in years, but elders 
in the sense Shekanu Chachuiah, in the 
sense that they acquired wisdom to im- 
part its words, to interpret its meaning, 
to translate it into living force and liv- 
ing reality. And so this is a real festive 
day, a day precious unto the Lord, be- 
cause through these young Zekenim, 
the ancient Torah is to be brought back 
into the lives of our people in this land. 

Now it does seem like bringing coal 
to Newcastle for me to charge these 
young men on the duties, the functions, 
the meaning of the Rabbinate in our 
day. An institution that has existed for 
so many centuries that has so influ- 
enced and so moulded Jewish life — 
must we today ask anew what is its 
function and its meaning? And yet, it 
seems to me that this task is quite es- 
sential. For the office of the Rabbinate 
is being challenged today as never be- 
fore. From all sides — not only from 
laymen but also from so-called leaders 
— we hear pronounced new definitions 
of this ancient calling. We are told that 
the entire conception of the Rabbinic 



By DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 

(Last June Rabbi Levinthal deliver- 
ed a stirring address to the graduates 
of the Jewish Theological Seminary, 
from which institution he himself was 
graduated twenty-five years ago. Now 
that we are celebrating the tzuenty- fifth 
anniversary in Dr. Levinthal' s rabbini- 
cal career, the Review is Jiappy to pub- 
lish this address, which so wisely de- 
fines the function of the rabbi in pre- 
sent-day Jc&'ish life— Editor.) 



office must change. The Rabbi is not 
to be what he was in ancient times, he 
must be something new, something al- 
together modern, to fit the new day and 
the new demands of this very modern 
age. 

I admit that many institutions in 
Jewish life have undergone evolution 
and change in the course of the cen- 
turies ; and I admit, too, that the Rab- 
binate in our day must also undergo 
certain process of re-evaluation and 
transformation. But, if change there 
must be, we ought to make it clear to 
ourselves from what we want to depart 
and at wliat we want to aim. 

There is a very striking comment by 
a Rabbi in the Mid rash that we ought 
to recall in all such discussions. This 
sage, R. Levi, notes that the phrase 
which God used in speaking to Abra- 
ham, Lech Lecho, "Go thee," is a very 
strange and unique expression. The 
word Lech "Go," would have been 
quite sufficient. Lech Lecho implies 
something striking, as though to teach 
us an added thought, and the Rabbi 
tells us : "Twice do we find in the 
Scriptures the words, Lech Lecho 'Go 
thee.' Once, when God commanded 
Abraham to leave his parental home, 
He said to him, 'Lech Lecho, Go thee 
from thy land and from thy birth- 
place.' The second time, when God 
bade him to take his son for an offer- 
ing, God said, Lech Lecho, 'Go thee to 
the land of Moriah!' " The sage con- 
tinues the comment by asking : "Which 
of the two is more important ?" And 
from the discussion we find that both 
are of equal value and significance. 
{Genesis Rabbah 55:8). 

How meaningful is this observation 
of R. Levi ! There is a significant con- 
nection between these two Lech 



Lecho's. In the life of Abraham, as in 
the life of all individuals and peoples, 
a time for change often appears. But 
when it docs, we, like Abraham of old, 
must hear the two Lech Lecho's; we 
must know from zvhat we want to de- 
part, and to what we want to go. 

The tragedy in Jewish life, especial- 
ly as it affects the Rabbinate in Amer- 
ica, is that in this demand for change, 
we find so much confusion, so little 
appreciation of the significance of the 
two Lech Lecho's, so little understand- 
ing of from what we ought to change, 
and towards what we ought to direct 
our efforts. 



Now I find the answer to this entire 
problem in a significant verse of the 
Bible. When the Israelites were about 
to build their sanctuary in the wilder- 
ness God appointed the architect Bez- 
alel for the task. And the Bible tells 
us the qualifications which God Him- 
self noted that Bezalel possessed, and 
which made him worthy to be the mas- 
ter builder of Israel's first sanctuary: 
"And I filled him with the spirit of 
God, with wisdom and with under- 
standing and with knowledge, and with 
all manner of workmanship." (Exo- 
dus 31 :3). 

Now these designations of Bezalel 's 
varied gifts are not just synonyms ; 
they were not mentioned by God as 
mere embellishments of style, or for 
praise; they embody the prerequisites 
of Jewish leadership. You, too, my 
young colleagues, are to be the spiritual 
architects to fashion the sanctuary of 
Jewish life. And if you are to succeed 
in your task, if you are to become the 
master builders of American Jewish 
life in our day, then these qualifications 
specified by God must be yours as they 
were Bezalel's. 

Let me interpret for you, first of all, 
the words which seem to imply the 
same gift or quality of mind — Wisdom, 
Understanding, Knowledge. That these 
three terms embody far-reaching con- 
cepts may be seen from the fact that 
the sages of the Midrash tell us: "By 
means of these three things (Choch- 
mah, Tebunah, Daat) the heavens and 

(Continued on next page) 
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the earth were created, the first Sanc- 
tuary was fashioned, and the Holy 
Temple in Jerusalem was erected. And 
with these things will the future temple 
in the days to come he rebuilt." » lixo- 
dus Kabbah 48:6). Evidently, then, 
these three qualities must be fostered 
by the builder?- of Jewish life today., if 
that life is to typify a spiritual sanc- 
tuary, in which the Shekinah shall once 
more dwell. 

The commentators to our text were 
quick to observe that each of these 
terms stands for a distinct, essential 
prerequisite. Chochmah Rashi defines 
as "that knowledge which one acquires 
from others." either through books or 
]>ersonal contact. It seems to me. how- 
ever, that this explanation is not suffi- 
cient. Daat is also knowledge which one 
may acquire from others. Rashi, in 
turn, defines Daat as RuacJi Hakodesh 
— Divine Spirit. But the text specifical- 
ly mentions Ruach Eloliitu — the Spirit 
of God, which another commentator — 
the Mai hi in rightly identifies with Ru- 
ach Hakodesh. 

I believe that both Chochmah and 
Da<it refer to Knowledge. But there is 
a striking difference between the two. 
Chochmah, I would say, is Jewish 
knowledge, the wisdom of the Torah. 
The Rabbis sensed this meaning, when 
they interpreted the word Chochinali 
in the verse "With wisdom did the 
Lord establish the earth" (Proverbs 
111:19) as refering to Torah. And a 
later commentator translates this verse : 
"Through the medium of the wisdom 
of the Torah did God create the 
world"— (Mccudat David, ibid). In 
other words, the first prerequisite in 
Rabbinic leadership is Chochmah — 
Jewish knowledge, a close familiarity 
with the great literary heritage of the 
Jewish people which we term Torah. 
"With Chochmah, with wisdom, will 
the house be built" (Prow XXI V.3) ; 
yea, if the House of Israel is to be re- 
built, then it must be on the founda- 
tion of Torah — Jewish wisdom. 

Now here again it may appear al- 
most ludicrous for one to charge these 
young rabbis on the need of Torah. 
But, alas, this simple truth, which ap- 
peared so axiomatic to our ancestors, 
must be re-emphasized because there is 
a strong tendency in our day to mini- 
mize the value of Torah in the Rab- 
binate altogether. If the twenty-five 
years of my humble ministry have 
taught me anything, it is this — that the 
masses of our people crave for Torah 
from the lips of their spiritual leaders. 



Woe be to you, young colleagues, if 
you make that fatal error of departing 
from this age-long primary prerequisite 
of Jewish leadership, and if you per- 
mit this day to mark the end of your 
interest in Jewish learning. The Sem- 
inary has only given you the precious 
key that opens the portals to Jewish 
wisdom, it is for you henceforth, to 
open these portals wide and to steep 
yourselves in the priceless teachings of 
our sages and masters of all ages. The 
day is gone when a man can say "My 
people must res]>ect me for I bear the 
title Rabbi." Titles alone will not bring 
to you your people's esteem. You will 
achieve it if you earn it, if the people 
can rise before you in the conviction 
that you are their master in Chochmah. 
in Jewish learning. You may recall that 
striking tale in the Talmud ( Yoina 71b) 
which tells of the High Priest who left 
the Temple accompanied by a host of 
people. Just then they noticed She- 
maiah and Abtalion approaching. In- 
stantly they forsook the High Priest 
and followed the two sages. The insult- 
ed priest expressed his wrath to the 
two scholars by recalling their humble 
origin. To this they retorted: "We, 
children of heathen, can go in peace 
because we do what Aaron, the High 
Priest did ; but you, child of Aaron, 
can have no peace, because you fail to 
do that which Aaron did !" The masses 
of our people will not blindly follow 
those who merely bear the title of 
Aaron, the Priest; they will follow 
those, and only those, whose titles be- 
speak worthiness, the embodiment of 
the ideal of learning which character- 
ized the sacred office of the Rabbinate 
throughout all the ages past. And so 1 
repeat to you the warning that came 
down from Sinai's heights: /;;; .litem 
M ekablim ct Hatorah, Mittav, l"im 
Lav. Sham T' he Ke'miratchcm (Shah- 
hat 88a). If you accept this principle 
of Torah, then it shall be well with 
you. But if not, there, wherever you 
may be, in whatever pulpit you may 
serve, there you will meet your spirit- 
ual death ! 

* * * 

Essential and primary as the prere 
quisite of Chochmah is. our text re- 
minds us that there are also other es- 
sential qualities which the builder of 
Jewish life must possess. Daat, is an- 
other of these prerequisites. Daat. too, 
is knowledge, but differs from Choch- 
mah in that it is the knowledge that 
comes from the experience of the 
world. It is secular knowledge, the wis- 
dom of the L'mot Ha-Olam, the peoples 



of the world. The Targum Onkclos 
translates the word Daat as Madda— 
and Madda in Hebrew phraseology, is 
the term for science or secular knowl- 
edge. The master builder of the sanc- 
tuary of Jewish life must possess not 
only Chochmah . but Daat as well. And 
here. 1 must say, that we must hearken 
to the call of Lech I. echo, and depart 
from that conception, which, alas, has 
prevailed in Jewish life in the latter 
years, and which limited the interests 
of the Rabbi to the "four ells of the 
IJalakah" alone. If the Rabbi in the 
last few centuries was far removed 
from this gift of Daat, it was not be- 
cause of an inherent opposition to it. 
but solely because of certain historic 
forces and circumstances. If the oeto- 
centenary of Maimonides. which was 
recently commemorated throughout the 
world, has taught us anything, it is 
this: that in classic Judaism the leader 
was expected to combine Chochmah and 
Daat — the knowledge of Torah and the 
knowledge of the sciences and the phil- 
osophies current in his day. Like Solo- 
mon of old. the true leader of today 
must pray : Chochmah I'Maddah Ten 
Li. "Oh grant me wisdom of the Torah 
and knowledge of the world!" (II 
Chron. 1 :10). 

Hut though this secular knowledge is 
essential, the leader must ever remem- 
ber the advice of Maimonides. that 
Science — for the P^bbi — must be the 
handmaid of Torah, not a substitute 
for Torah. The tragedy in Jewish life 
— as far as the Rabbinate is concerned 
— is just this, that many have made the 
Torah the handmaid of science, and 
science the substitute for Torah. And 
that, in itself, is the reason for the loss 
of the prestige of the Rabbi in the eyes 
of great masses of our people. 

We seem to forget that conditions 
in our congregational life have vitally 
changed in the last twenty-five years. A 
quarter of a century ago. it was a nov- 
elty — at least in the synagogues of the 
traditional school — for a Rabbi to 
speak Luglish. Many of the congre- 
gants conkl not speak the language of 
the land, and the greatest respect was 
shown to the preacher who could ex 
hibit Daat, a knowledge of modern lit 
crature and science, art and economics. 
1 'lit today, even in the humblest syna- 
gogue .there are college graduates and 
men of culture, who. as well as the 
Rabbi, are familiar with the currents 
of modern life and thought. To them, 
the Rabbi who reveals this knowledge 
is no longer a marvel; but he is a mar- 
( Continued on Pa ye 16) 
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THE SERMON AS A FORM OF ART 

An Informal Account of How Rabbi Levinthal Prepares His 
Unique Homiletic Addresses 



TWEXTV-FIVE years in the Jew- 
ish ministry mark an important 
milestone, and the Brooklyn Jew- 
ish Center is correspondingly anxious 
In commemorate this anniversary in the 
life of its distinguished Rabbi, Dr. 
Israel II. Levinthal. It is an anniver- 
sary to inspire men and women far be- 
yond the immediate circle of his own 
congregation, for the spiritual leader 
of the Center is one of a small group 
of rabbis whose work has made his 
name known throughout the country. 

Recently the editorial staff" of the 
RiTietL' found itself in conference with 
Dr. Levinthal. and it utilized the op- 
portunity to draw from him a com- 
mentary on the intimate phases of a 
rabbi's life, and especially on one of 
the gifts that has made him outstand- 
ing among his colleagues — the gift to 
compose sermons that are unique and 
that have become classics in homcletic 
literature. 

The questions were put in a very in- 
formal fashion by the chairman of the 
editorial board. Mr. Louis J. Gribetz. 
who, by the way. as a member of the 
Bar, is no stranger to the art of cross- 
examination. The other members of 
the hoard interposed a question now 
and then, whenever the chief inter- 
viewer was deflected to less important 
business by the persistent ring of the 
telephone bell. 

"Do you find it an easy task to pre- 
pare a sermon ?" was the first query. 

*'Xot at all," the rabbi replied. "'It 
is one of the most difficult of tasks. 
The older I get the more arduous the 
task becomes, because one grows in the 
art of self-criticism. The more I preach 
the more I expect of myself, and the 
harder it is to satisfy my own aspira- 
tions." 

"Does the sermon preparation take 
much of your time?" Mr. Gribetz con- 
tinued. 

"Indeed it does. 1 consider a sermon 
a work of art, and like all artistic crea- 
tions it requires painstaking thought, 
preparation and effort. To be frank 
with you, I begin worrying about my 
sermon on the very first day of the 
week. In fact, no sooner have I deliv- 
ered one sermon than all my thoughts 
and energy are centered on the next." 



""Do you apply any special method 
in your development ot the sermon **' 

"1 am not conscious of applying any 
special or unique method. I try to fol- 
low the method of the traditional Jew- 
ish sermon. The form 1 give to a ser- 
mon is not at all original with me; it 
is the true Jewish form, the traditional 
Jewish form." 

"What do you mean when you speak 
of the traditional form .'" 

"The Jewish sermon has a long tra- 
dition of more than two thousand 
vears. The rich Midrashic literature 
that we possess represents that tradi- 
tion at its best. Here we find the rem- 
nants of the brilliant sermonic thoughts 
of the great sages and masters. This 
form and method of interpreting Jew- 
ish lite. Jewish values and Jewish 
thought came down in modified form 
throughout the ages. A sermon by a 
rabbi of the sixth century and a rabbi 
of the fourteenth century and a sermon 
bv the sainted Rabbi Kook of our day. 
all had this form and method in com- 
mon. Even the great preachers of the 
modern communities, like the famous 
Jellenik and Guideman. of Vienna, 
possessed the same distinguishing gift 
that marked the traditional sermon — 
that of finding inspiration and support 
in the hidden meaning of the ancient 
texts. The sermon thus becomes part 
of our Torah. because it bears the im- 
press of our Torah." 

"What advantage is there to this 
method ?" 

"The advantages are many. First of 
all it gives your own opinion the au- 
thority of Jewish teaching and Jewish 
tradition. The opinion you express be- 
comes something more than your per- 
sonal opinion. — it acquires the stamp 
of Jewish authority. Secondly, the con- 
gregation is not interested in your per- 
sonal opinion alone. It wants to know 
what Judaism, or Jewish teaching, has 
to say. or can be interpreted as saying, 
about the vital problems that affect 
them. If you can clothe your views and 
arguments with the language of Torah. 
you enrich that tradition and win for 
them the desired effect." 

"Can a preacher invariably find sup- 
port or authority in these ancient trea- 
sures for the views that he presents?" 



"The master preacher can. That is 
what makes him a master preacher. 
Alas. 1 am far from such mastery, but 
1 at least try to develop this material, 
because 1 realize it is the Jewish 
preacher's greatest gift. The real 
preacher must he able in some measure 
to penetrate the hidden and the deeper 
meaning of the words of our Torah — 
both written and oral — and find therein 
messages of modern import and signi- 
ficance. The words of the Torah are 
fruitful and multiply — this became the 
principle that guided Jewish teachers 
of all ages. The great preachers were 
those who helped the Torah in this pro- 
cess of continual re-evaluation and re- 
interpretation." 

After Mr. Gribetz had exhausted 
the various phases of sermonic pro- 
blems, Dr. Levinthal was then asked : 
"To what extent has your father, the 
venerable Rabbi Levinthal of Philadel- 
phia, influenced you in your preach- 
ing?" 

"Very greatly indeed. My honored 
father is a master of the art of preach- 
ing. He can discuss almost any sub- 
ject, political, economic or social, and 
clothe his arguments with the beautiful 
garb of Jewish teaching. Whatever lit- 
tle gift in that direction is mine, I owe 
in large measure to his inspiration and 
guidance. There is such a thing as spir- 
itual inheritance, you know. Often 
when we meet the very first question 
he will put to me is : AVhat word of 
Torah have you preached recently ?' 
And if the word should appeal to him 
as unique or striking, he will be very 
happy." 

"What has been the influence of 
your audiences on your preaching?" 
Dr, Levinthal's inquisitors continued. 

"If I have achieved any success at all 
in my preaching, it is due in a large 
measure to the audiences I was pri- 
vileged to address during the last two 
decades. Que cannot over-estimate the 
influence of the audience upon the 
preacher. There are some speakers who 
can cut themselves loose from all con- 
nection with the audience. 1 happen to 
be of the other extreme. I am very sen- 
sitive to the reaction of the congrega- 
tion, and 1 can be made most unhappv 
if I sense that my message has failed 
(C'nntiuucd on page 22) 
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FISHKE THE CRIPPLE 

By MENDELE MOCHER SEFORIM 
Published In Commemoration of the Hundredth Anniversary of the Author's Birth 



(Conclusion) 

The two Jews, surrounded by their 
children, all clean and dressed in their 
Sabbath best, left the synagogue, and 
we, the hunchback girl and myself, fol- 
lowed our respective hosts." 

"Good Sabbath!" With these words 
my host, on entering the house, ad- 
dressed his wife, who, in her Sabbath 
garments, was seated on a chair, her 
face shining like that of a princess. 
A little child, fair as a doll, was in her 
lap, while two little girls were romping 
about in the room. "Good Sabbath, 
my wife." "God has sent us a guest 
for the Sabbath. I know that if I had 
not brought him with me you would 
not have let me into the house." 

He began to recite the hymn : "Peace 
be upon you," addressed to the angels 
who are suppossed to accompany every 
pious Jew on the Holy Sabbath. While 
praying he looked at his wife, and 
taking up the baby kissed and hugged 
it. Peace reigned on this modest home, 
and I thought that I could truly feel 
the presence of the angels of peace 
whom my host had just been address- 
ing. 

I speak of this because at that mo- 
ment my heart was longing for the 
hunchback girl. The clean linen, the 
shining candlesticks, the lights, the 
glasses, the decanter, the Sabbath 
loaves, all spelt peace, goodwill and 
happiness. My hostess was constantly 
heaping my plate with food and urging 
me to eat and not to be shy. The food 
was delicious, but my enjoyment suf- 
fered because my thoughts were with 
her, my hunchback. It worried me to 
think that she might not have found 
a house as hospitable as mine. 

After supper my hostess asked me 
to stay overnight. Gladly would I have 
accepted the invitation and spent a 
night in clean and decent surround- 
ings but I remembered her, and had 
to refuse. Thanking the good man and 
his wife from the bottom of my heart 
I left and called for the hunchback 
girl. Then we both walked to the 
poor-house. 

The night was fine ; the moon was 
shining. 

"We're in no hurry," I said. "Let 
us take a stroll." 

We walked through the quiet streets 
until we reached some gardens. The 



fragrant odors from them were intox- 
icating. It was so still all around us, 
the residents, mostly Jews, having long 
ago gone to bed. We came to the out- 
skirts of the town and sat down on the 
grass. 

For a long time we sat, neither of 
us uttering a word. Suddenly I heard 
the girl sigh and saw her eyes fill with 
tears. I do not know what came over 
me, but for the first time words came 
from my lips which I could not ac- 
count for. 

"My love!" I whispered. 

"Oi, Fishke," she said in a choked 
voice. "I cannot stand it any longer. 
If you only knew what I have to suf- 
fer from him." 

"From whom ?" I cried. But I knew. 
"The red bastard !" 

"If you only knew — if you only 
knew !" 

I took her hand and begged her to 
tell me what was troubling her. She 
covererd her face, and leaning over 
to me, she told me, with hints rather 
than words, something that made me 
wish to see the bastard in hell, never 
to rise again even at the resurrection 
of the dead. 

I had noticed long ago that he was 
frequently pinching her. I used to think 
that it was the pinching of a wicked, 
cruel man who loves to beat and tor- 
ture his fellow-beings. But her hesit- 
ant confession told me that I had been 
wrong. The red bastard was giving 
her no peace and constantly making 
proposals to her and promising her 
golden mountains. His brutal atten- 
tions reached a climax the night be- 
fore, when he threw her out into the 
corridor. 

I heard her with horror. "My soul," 
I said, "I will lay down mv life for 
you." 

"Oi, Fishke," she said, and leaned 
her head on my shoulder. A feeling of 
well-being came over me. "Never 
mind," I told her, "God will help." 
I assured her that as long as I lived 
I would be a faithful brother to her. 

"I do not know why it is," she said, 
"but 1 now feel quite content and hap- 
py, and I want to live." 

For a long time we continued to talk 
and our hearts were light. 

"The Almighty," I said, "will help 
us. He will raise us up and put an 
end to our suffering." 



Suddenly we heard a noise close by. 
I got up and looked around. In a 
small street near us I noticed a man 
busy with the lock of a cellar. Some- 
thing within me urged me forward. 
And whom do you think I recognized ? 
The red bastard! It was clear that 
he was preparing to rob a house. He 
disappeared into the cellar. 

"Fishke," I said to myself, "now 
is your chance to pay him back. Lock 
the door and catch him like a bear in 
a trap. Tomorrow morning they will 
find him. They will give him a good 
beating and you a reward." 

I already tasted the sweetness of 
revenge. I actually became intoxica- 
ted with it. Quickly I ran to the cel- 
lar and tried to fasten the door. 

"Let him lie there like a dog," I 
was saying to myself happily. But 
just then the thief pulled at the door, 
which opened from the inside, and I 
was drawn in and fell into his arms. 

"Aha, Reb Fishke!" he cried as 
soon as he had recognized me. "So it 
was you who took the trouble to look 
after the door ! For my sake you even 
went so far as to break the Sabbath 
and do a little work. I much obliged 
to you! Come along my little pussy- 
cat, let us go downstairs, where it will 
give me much pleasure to treat you 
to something nice." 

With these words he Jiurled me 
downstairs with a force that nearly 
broke my neck. 

"And now my honest friend," he 
said, giving me at the same time a 
vicious kick, "first take this as a small 
advance on account. It will enable you 
to have a little patience and wait until 
1 have transferred to my bag the roast 
chicken, the stuffed fish, and the pit- 
seh, which I have so conveniently 
found here." 

He put the food in the bag. Then 
he gave me a kick to warm up and 
followed this by a rain of blows. 

"Count, Fishke," he said, "one — 
two — three — four — five — this is for 
me. Now count again — this is on the 
hunchback's account — nine — ten — I 
will teach you to hide with a girl in 
secret at night — twelve — thirteen — I 
saw you walking about with her on the 
side streets — sixteen — seventeen — " 

I cried out through the blows — 

(Continued on page 18) 
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TRAGI-COMEDIANS OF ASSIMILATION 
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IN the nineteenth century the German 
Jewish community, gradually re- 
leased from mediaeval oppression, 
rose to intellectual leadership in Jew- 
ry. This rise was not without detri- 
mental effects. One of them was the 
deliberate self-identification of certain 
Jews with Germanism, in no way a 
happy development for the Jewish com- 
munity. 

Two men strikingly illustrate this 
development : Ferdinand Lassalle (18- 
25-1864) and Karl Marx (1818-1883). 
Both have left an indelible influence 
on the Western civilization. Idealists 
and martyrs of a new social order 
which they announced, they failed to 
comprehend the people of whom they 
were born. They were engrossed in 
the vision of a new world, they devoted 
their lives exclusively to the German 
people and they absorbed the German 
unfair attitude and prejudices against 
Jews. 

Germany was in those days in the 
turmoil of political struggles. The 
German liberal movement was demand- 
ing a parliamentary government and 
national unity. The master mind of 
the j>eriod was Hegel from whom every 
political thought proceeded. His dis- 
ciples were divided into a right wing, 
which was clerical and conservative, 
sponsoring monarchistic absolutism, 
and a left wing, which was atheistic, 
liberal and later radical. The left wing 
became known as Young Hegelians. 
The right wing soon went into oblivion. 
The left produced the communist phil- 
osophy of which Lassalle and Marx 
were the most distinguished representa- 
tives. The left also inspired the liber- 
al movement known as Young Ger- 
many, which had been especially influ- 
ential in literature. In this field again 
two German Jews rose to leadership : 
Heinrich Heine and Ludwig Boerne. 

The . Jewish community in Germany 
was meanwhile rising economically and 
culturally, but was hampered in its pro- 
gress by the reestablished ghetto laws 
(abolished by the French in those parts 
which were under their rule). As city 
residents the Jews naturally rose eco- 
nomically in the commercial, industrial 
and financial field. They began to take 
part in the cultural life of their coun- 
try. But they felt painfully their legal 



FERDINAND LASSALLE 

By DR. MARK SOLITERMAN 



degradation. Some escaped this by 
baptism. Those who refused to descend 
to such methods made strenuous ef- 
forts to achieve civic and social equal- 
ity. 

The rise of the Jews socially and 
economically was not relished by those 
Germans who preferred to see them in 
the ghettos. This feeling was spread 
in all classes of the Germany of that 
period. Even the German liberalism 
had not overcome it. Feuerbach and 
Bauer wrote disparaging interpretations 
of Judaism. Karl Lamprecht remarks 
that the Young Germany emphasized 
much more the women's emancipation 
than that of the Jews, and Jew-hating 
was already discernable in all shades 
of political opinion, from the reaction- 
ary conservatives to the communists. 
Dingelstedt, the poet of the time, sang 
in rhyme that the Jews would soon en- 
close the Christians in special ghettos. 
In 1847, encouraged by Bismarck, the 
leader of the Prussian pietistic pro- 
testantism in the Prussian Landtag 
asked for the "emancipation of the 
Christians by the Jews". Mentzel call- 
ed Young Germany "Young Palstine". 

In such a conjuncture Lassalle and 
Marx began their political career. 

Lassalle was born in Breslau, in East 
Germany, which was not yet fully 
Germanized. He came from the Jew- 



THE GLASS 

HE drank trie wine of love, 
Drained the glass, 
And was ready to pour new wine ; 
But he found a sediment 
He could never wipe off, 
And every new liquor he sipped 
Tasted of the dregs of his first wine. 
Poor boy, the glass was the only one 
he had. 

LIGHTS 

MY grandfather used candles, 
My father — a kerosene lamp ; 
And I, electric torch-lights, 

Wherever I happen to camp. 
My grandfather's road was radiant, 

My father baffled the night; 
And I am lost in the darkness, 
For all my luminous light. 

— Philip M. Raskin 



ish middle class, with its great Jewish 
heritage of virtue, char it}", vanity and 
worries. The Jewish middle class feels 
more than any other Jewish class the 
never-relenting Jew-baiting. Its eco- 
nomic stability is always threatened 
and it longs for nothing more than to 
be left alone. Living under a special 
Jewish strain, without possible escape 
from it. it endures the curse of an op- 
pressed minority. It is conscious of its 
weakness, and realizes its inability to 
conquer oppression by force. It be- 
comes demoralized and it loses its self- 
respect, its self-reliance. Individual 
Jews begin to find the cause of their 
plight in the "sins of the fathers," be- 
lieving that the Jews are guilty and arc 
responsible for all that happens to 
them. Besides this self-accusation, a 
fear of the majority's opinion haunts 
them constantly, and apology becomes 
a weapon of defense. When amongst 
his fellows this class of Jew gives vent 
to his feelings either in accusing his 
fellow-Jews or in a grim humor re- 
flecting on himself. 

From his most tender age Lassalle 
felt keenly the unhappy situation of the 
Jews. Outside his home he met the 
special Jewish position in school, in the 
street, in the newspapers. Wherever 
he moved the Jew was insulted, vilified, 
accused. As soon as the boy began to 
think for himself the problem of his 
Jewish existence began to hound him. 
1 Te longed instinctively for a meaning 
of his Jewishness, for a positive Jew- 
ish content which would relieve this 
unhappy feeling. But he did not find 
it in his family, because it had no Jew- 
ish life except its traditional religious 
customs. 

So when the boy Lassalle'read fiction 
or drama in which the Jew was not 
described in the conventional silly way, 
he felt happy and inspired. Lessing's 
"'Nathan the Wise" made him so hap- 
py that he felt as though he had read 
it hundreds of times. Carl Maien, now 
a forgbtten writer, he compared to 
Gabriel Riesser, and called him a 
fighter for Judaism because of his 
true description of Jewish types. Bul- 
wer's novel "Leila" made him record 
in his diary: "Really, It seems to me, 
T am one of the best Jews in existence, 
(Continued on page 15) 
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THE KASHRUTH TRIAL 

The Story of A Remarkable Event, Compiled from the Court Records 



SECOND ARTICLE 

THE "Kashruth case" began when 
a Bronx poultry firm, the S. S. 
& B. Live Poultry Corporation, 
brought suit against the Kashruth As- 
sociation of Greater New York. This 
organization, as a result of, many 
year's efforts, had been able to estab- 
lish kashruth supervision in poultry 
markets, charging a penny for the seal 
attached to each chicken slaughtered 
under its supervision. This charge in- 
cluded the cost of rabbinical supervis- 
ion and the payment for mashgiachim. 

The plaintiff asked the court in effect 
to have the Issur, the decree issued by 
the United Orthodox Rabbinate which 
imposed the rabbinic supervision, and 
which was voted by some two hundred 
rabbis of the city (250 out of the 300 
Orthodox Rabbis are members of the 
Kashruth Association) declared in- 
valid on the ground that the rabbis, 
united to promulgate it in a conspiracy, 
and for mercenary motives. 

Of course what the complaint sought 
was to enjoin and restrain the Kash- 
ruth Association from advertising, and 
announcing in other ways, the fact that 
a fowl without a seal is trefah. 

The opponents of the Kashruth As- 
sociation based their contentions on the 
ground that they were complying with 
the laws of shechita in that (a) they 
used the same- qualified Shochtim be- 
fore the Issur and after the Issitr; (b) 
Shochtim were pursuing the same me- 
thod in slaughtering after the Issur as 
before. 

The complaint questioned the rabbin- 
ical authority of the Rabbis and op- 
posed the Rabbis on the further ground 
that they had no authority under the 
Jewish law to promulgate such a decree. 

The Rabbis, however, held, first, 
that they were the accredited custodians 
of the Torah ; secondly, that they were 
the acknowledged religious leaders of 
the community, and thirdly, that they 
had the right in cases where they be- 
lieved that there was general laxity in 
matters of dietary laws, to establish 
safeguards around the law and to es- 
tablish methods to strengthen compli- 
ance and remove evils. 

The plaintiff further claimed that 
the Rabbis could not promulgate this 
decree without the consent of the com- 
munity. 



Also the plaintiff claimed that the 
one cent charge for a seal constituted 
a tax,, and that the tax was burden- 
some and unbearable and meant the 
destruction of their business ; that such 
a tax could not be imposed without the 
consent of the community. 

The Rabbis countered that the one 
cent charge was incidental, but that the 
principle and major idea was the 
strengthening of the law and the re- 
moval of evil. 

The plaintiff further contended that 
assuming that the law required a seal 
why one seal only, and why this one 
seal issued by the Kashruth Associa- 
tion ? The one seal and the one asso- 
ciation constituted an unholy monop- 
oly, and such a monopoly was not only 
despotic, cruel and unbearable but that 
there was inherent in such a monopoly 
future troubles, etc. 

The Rabbis answered that this was 
a Torah monopoly. The Kashruth 
business in itself was a monopoly. It 
was a monopoly justified under the 
law, and more than one seal would 
nullify the Issur and render deroga- 
tory the remedy. The public would be 
left in the same hopeless condition as 
before the Issur. 

The trial, which began before Su- 
preme Court Justice Philip J. McCook 
in November, 1935, lasted nearly two 
months and created intense excitement. 
The courtroom was crowded at every 
session, rrjost of the audience being 
venerable rabbis. So great was the de- 
mand for admittance that long lines 
stood outside the courtroom, the late- 
comers waiting patiently for the op- 
portunity to fill a vacant seat. 

There was also a great deal of high 
feeling while the case was being tried, 
for the moneys involved brought about 
the insinuations which became the re- 
gretable feature of this historic pro- 
cess. 

The plaintiff produced four rabbis 
for the purpose of impeaching the 
validity of the Issur. These were, Rab- 
bis Fleischer, Weintraub, Margolies 
and Barishansky. The first named was 
brought forward as the chief expert. 

Rabbi Fleischer stressed the necessity 
for divine motives behind any act. An 
Issur, he declared, had to be stimulated 
by such motives and could not have 
any materialistic or financial element or 
aspect. 



At the outset of the cross-examina- 
tion he explicitly testified that neither 
in November, 1934, when the Issur was 
decreed in his own synagogue, nor at 
any other time, did he believe the the 
Issur to be valid. The following day 
the defence produced this press report 
regarding the promulgation of the Is- 
sur: 

"Rabbi Benjamin Fleischer, the spir- 
itual leader of the Beth Ha Medrash 
Ha' Godol, dressed in a prayer shawl 
and phylacteries, and in a kittle, was 
the chairman of the extraordinary as- 
sembly. He started the great ceremony 
with the recital of the stipulation ut- 
tered in the synagogue on the eve of 
Yom Kippur before Kol Nidre. He 
took a vow not to derive any benefit 
from the great honor bestowed upon 
him to preside over such a holy act. 

" 'I do not wish to derive any bene- 
fit from these proceedings,' declared 
Rabbi Fleischer. 'If this sacred assem- 
bly, and if the enactment of the Issur 
bring about an improvement to the end 
that the name of the Almighty God 
will be sanctified, I do not take any 
credit for it, for I have not been the 
cause of it. However, if, God forbid, 
no improvement will result, and on the 
contrary, the situation will become 
worse, I do take upon myself a part 
of the responsibility. I share this re- 
sponsibility with all the Rabbis . . . . 
The enactment to introduce a seal upon 
poultry is not a novel one. The Chief 
Rabbi, Rabbi Jacob Joseph, of blessed 
memory, the great saint who occupied 
this same pulpit over forty years ago, 
led a battle for seals in order to pre- 
vent violation in the ritual slaughter- 
ing of poultry. Now this is being done 
by the united Rabbis of New York, for 
the sake of the Torah and of God, to 
prevent Jews, from partaking of for- 
bidden food.' 

"Rabbi Fleischer then told the as- 
sembly that he was fasting the whole 
day because of the great responsibility 
he was bearing as presiding officer 
of such a solemn assembly." 

Forced with this contradiction, Rab- 
bi Fleischer admitted he had then be- 
lieved the Issur to be valid. 

The Rabbi also admitted under ques- 
tioning the authority and jurisdiction 
of the Rabbinate. 

(Continued on next page) 
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cAn Invitation 

THE MEMBERS OF THE BROOKLYN JEWISH 
CENTER AND THEIR FRIENDS ARE HEREBY EX- 
TENDED A CORDIAL INVITATION TO ATTEND 

— THE — 

CELEBRATION 

IN HONOR OF 

Rabbi Israel Herbert Levinthal 

ON THE OCCASION OF HIS COMPLETION OF 
TWENTY FIVE YEARS OF SPLENDID SERVICE IN 
THE AMERICAN RABBINATE 

Thursday Evening, April 23rd, 1936 
PROMPTLY AT EIGHT O'CLOCK 

THE CELEBRATION WILL BE HELD IN THE 
MAIN SYNAGOGUE WHERE ADDRESSES WILL 
BE DELIVERED BY PROMINENT GUEST SPEAKERS. 
A FINE MUSICAL PROGRAM HAS BEEN AR- 
RANGED. THE CELEBRATION WILL BE CONCLU- 
DED WITH A RECEPTION IN THE DINING ROOM 
OF THE CENTER. 

SAMUEL ROTTENBERG, Ch airman 
Arrangements Committee 



"Arc _\ou warranted under the Jew- 
ish law." he was asked, "to interpret 
the meaning of the Jewish law?" 

"What am 1 a rahbi tor:" lie re- 
plied. 

"Are rabbis generally accredited cus- 
todians of the Jewish law?" was the 
next question, to which be answered: 
"Xo doubt ves." 

lie admitted too that the Bible com- 
mands the people to give implicit obe- 
dience tn the Rabbinical Courts of each 
generation. When asked whether 
'"throughout the dia.spora the Rabbis 
were Compelled from time to time to 
make new laws and new ordinances 
based, of course, upon I'iblical laws." 
be answered in the affirmative, but pre 
ferred to use the word "adjustments." 
He agreed that "Where there is laxity 
and neglect in the community in ob- 
servance of the dietary laws, the Rab- 
ins have, the right to make a fence 
around the law." lie preferred how- 
ever "safeguard" to "fence." 

lie was asked: "Jsiu it true that 
under the Jewish laws the Rabbis have 
the right to determine whether the 
needs of the time demand such a safe- 
guard about or around the laws?" 

Mis answer was: "They have the 
duty, no doubt, and the right to find 
out — to watch the general situation of 
the spiritual life of the people." 

At one point the counsel for the 
plaintiff asked Rabbi Fleischer: 

"J f the Rabbis inaugurated the os- 
tein of attaching seals to the fowls af- 
ter they had been actually slaughtered, 
and the people are required to pay one 
penny for each seal on each fowl' and 
the money collected for each seal is 
divided in part between the Rabhis. 
would \ou say that such a system is in 
accordance with the dictates of the re- 
ligion ?" 

The Rabbi declined to answer in the 
negative and went into a long exposi- 
tion which was summarized by the 
judge as follows: 

"The mere presence of the money 
element is not conclusive. The most im- 
portant consideration in judging whe- 
ther or not the requirements have been 
met in accordance with the dictates of 
the religion is the motive behind the 
requirement." 

The Rabbi commented: "Von have 
put it in a wonderful way, Your Hon- 
or." 

Another summarization of his tes- 
timony by the court was admitted by 
him to be correct. This was: "In itself 
it ( the seal ) neither adds nor detracts 
i Continued on page 21 ) 
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FRIDAY NIGHT LECTURE SERVICES 
CLOSE AFTER SUCCESSFUL 
SEASON 

The last late Friday night lecture 
service for this reason was held on 
Fridav evening, March 27, when Rab- 
bi Levinthal discussed Sinclair Lewis' 
hook. "It Can't Happen Flere." Despite 
the inclement weather that evening, 
the synagogue was crowded with a 
most attentive and appreciative con- 
gregation. 

The season that just closed was one 
of the most successful in the his- 
tory of our Center. The attendance at 
nearly every service had exceeded the 
thousand mark. These services have 
now become an established institution 
not only for the Jews in our imme- 
diate community but for many Jews in 
the nearby sections, all of whom look 
forward with a great deal of eagerness 
and enthusiasm to the messages de- 
livered from our pulpit. 



CENTER TO HOLD FIRST CONSE- 
CRATION SERVICE THIS 
SHABUOT 

The first Consecration Service of 
girls to be held ill our Center will take 
place during the services on the first 
day of the festival of Shabuot, Wed- 
nesday morning, May 27. The Conse- 
cration class consists of a large num- 
ber of girls, many of whom are grad- 
uates of your Herbew School and 
Academy, and all of whom have pre- 
viously had several years of thorough 
Hebrew instruction. The class is con- 
ducted by Mrs. Helen Levinthal Suk- 
loff, and the pupils are being given a 
thorough course in Jewish History and 
in the Jewish Religion. Within the next 
few weeks the class will begin to pre- 
pare for the actual Consecration Ser- 
vice. 



DR. BAKER TO CONTINUE COURSE 
ON PSYCHOLOGY— WEDNESDAY 
EVENING 

The third in a series of lectures on 
Psychology will be deliveerd by Dr. 
Ernest L. Baker on Wednesday even- 
ing, April 22, at 8:15 o'clock. He will 
speak on the subject : "The 'Unpar- 
donable Sin' in Human Life." On 
April 29, Dr. Baker will discuss: "Na- 
ture's Blessings in Disguise." 

These lectures are given under the 



joint auspices of the Forum and Edu- 
cation Committee and the Board of 
Education of New York City. 
Admission is free to all. 



AN EVENING OF JEWISH DRAMATIC 
ART WITH SONIA ALOMIS AND 
ALEXANDER ASRO 

These two incomparable artists and 
founders of the original Vilna Troupe 
will appear in the Center Auditorium 
on Tuesday evening. May 19. in selec- 
tions from their famous repertoire. 
They will act in plays by J. L. Perez. 
Peretz llirshbein, A. Tunkeler, etc. 

Those who saw their memorable per- 
formance of the Dybuk on Broadway 
will have vivid recollections of the tre- 
mendous impression they created. 

Tickets of admission at $1.00 and 
.$1.50 may be obtained at the Center. 

RABBI LEVINTHAL'S ADDRESS 

Rabbi Levinthal was one of the prin- 
cipal speakers at the Banquet of the 
Convention of the Cuited Synagogue 
of America, at Washington, on Mon- 
day evening, March 16th. 

On April 2nd. he addressed the 
Opening Rally of the United Palestine 
Appeal workers in Brooklyn, at the 
Hotel St. George. 

On March 1st, he installed the new- 
ly elected officers of the Brooklyn 
Hehrew Home and Hospital for the 
Aged. 

On the same evening he delivered 
an address at the Purini celebration 
of Temple Isaac on Prospect Place. 

On March 2nd, he addressed a Com- 
munitv Rallv in behalf of Palestine in 
Plainfield, X. J. 

On March Oth, he delivered the In- 
vocation at the Donor Luncheon of 
the Brooklyn PTadassah at the Wal- 
dorf. 

On April 19th, he will he in Tor- 
onto. Canada, to open the campaign of 
the Talmud Torah and Jewish Center 
of that City. 



CLASS IN PUBLIC SPEAKING 

The class in Public Speaking will be 
resumed on Wednesday evening, April 
22, at eight o'clock, under the super- 
vision of Mrs. Anne M. Bierce. 

There is no charge for admission to 
members as well as non-members. 



CENTER ACADEMY NEWS 

The children of the Academy con- 
ducted their Seder on Friday, April 3. 
and were a credit to their parents, 
teachers, and to the Center. They pre- 
pared the c/iarosefh themselves, each 
class assuming a definite part of the re- 
sponsibility. First grade children chop- 
ped the apples after the second and 
third grades had washed, peeled and 
cut them, while the older children com- 
pleted the task of mixing the charo- 
scth. 

Each year it is the privilege of the 
eighth grade to act as host at the cere- 
mony and invite the guests. Rabbi Lev- 
inthal and the officers of the Center 
and the Sisterhood were guests this 
year, the children affirming that they 
appreciated, as they neared graduation, 
the opportunities they have had in this 
institution. 

They wished, they said, to share their 
Seder with those who had made pos- 
sible their eight years of happiness. 

The parents of the eighth grade were 
the other adults who shared in the 
pleasure of the children's Seder. They 
had cause to feel proud as they listened 
to the ceremony. Each class had its 
own "mother," who chanted the prayer 
for the blessing of the candles. The 
head of the entire "family" was Henry 
Altman. and Florence Goldfarb was 
the "mother" of the school. These two 
eighth graders were responsible for the 
continuity of the ceremony, in which 
every child participated. 

The Academy parents of first and 
second grades have been holding a 
series of discussions on childhood pro- 
blems. They will be glad to welcome 
any mothers of the Center who care 
to join them. 

The discussions have centered about 
questions of discipline, as to what par- 
ents should expect from children at 
different age levels, how to handle the 
problem at different levels and to take 
ii]) individual problems. 

The meetings have been taking place 
on Monday afternoons at 1 :30. 
BAR MITZVAH 

C ongratnlations and best wishes are 
extended to Mr. and Mrs. S. A. 
Schneider of 1354 Union Street, upon 
the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Stanley 
Solomon, to be held at the Outer on 
Saturday, April 18. 
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THE SISTERHOOD 

OF THE 

Brooklyn Jewish Center 

INVITES THE MEMBERSHIP 
OF THE INSTITUTION AND 
THEIR FRIENDS TO AT- 
TEND THE ANNUAL- 

BAZAAR 

BEGINNING 

Saturday Evening, May 9th 

and ENDING 

Thursday Evening, May 14th 

The cooperation of every member of the Center is 
earnestly solicited in helping to make the Bazaar a 
success by: (a) donating or obtaining merchandise to 
be sold at the Bazaar; (b) securing 'ads' for publica- 
tion in the Bazaar Journal and (c) volunteering your 
services during the period of the Bazaar. 

MRS. ALBERT WITTY, 
Chairman, Bazaar Comm. 



APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Amster, Meyer W. 

Married Member of N.V.S.E. 

Res. 1740 Carroll Street 
litis. 120 Broadway 
Proposed bv R. Allien and 
M. M. Rutchik 

Bass. William 

l'nmarried Dresses 
Res. 751 W'yotia Street 
litis. 501 7th Avenue 

Person. Dr. W illiam 

I'nmarriad Physician 
Kes. — 70'' Eastern Parkway 
Puts. — 70' » Eastern Parkway 
Proposed by Joseph Goldberg 

Galinsky, David 

Married Ladies' Wear 

Kes. — 18] koekaway Parkway 
Bus. — 38 East ! 4th Street 
Proposed by Xat (duck 

Katz, Sylvia 

l'nmarried Printing 
Kes. — 702 Koekaway Avenue 
lilts— 120 Lafayette Street 
Proposed by Mrs. M. 1-ntkelstein 

Miehtom. Morris 

Married Mfg. of Dolls 

Kes. — 180 Winthrop Street 
Pus.- 2310— 43rd Street 
Proposed by Rabbi I. II. Levinthal 
and S. 1 1. Goldberg 

Solomon, George 

Married Stock Brokerage 

Res. — 800 Eastern Parkwav 
litis.— 120 Broadwav 
_ Proposed by M. M.'Rutchik 

Young. Edward G. 

Married Lumber and Trim 

Res. — 456 Brooklyn Avenue 
Pus. — 314-18 Koekaway Avenue 
Proposed by Joseph Tabor 

APPLICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT 

Werbelowsky, David 

Married — Publisher 
Kes. — 50 Plaza Street 
Bus. — 632 Broadway 
EMANUEL GREENBERG, Ch airman 
Membership Comm. 



SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of Candles at 6:18 P. M. 
Friday Evening Services at 6:16 P.M. 

Sabbath Morning Services ( Parslia 
Shemini) will commence at 8:45 P.M. 
Rabbi Levinthal will preaeb on the 
weeklv portion of the Torah. 

Minolta Services at 6:20 P. M. 

Glass in Lin Yaakob. under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Benjamin llirsh. at 5 
P.M. 
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THE CENTER CLUB 

The Center Club, which meet* the 
tirst and third Saturdays of the month, 
has finished its series of program> pre- 
sented by members of the club. For the 
rest of the year our discussion pro- 
grams will consist of a series of round- 
table discussions on the history and 
philosophy of Zionism. These discus- 
sions will be led by Mr. Goldman. 



The first of these was an informal 
"wienie" supper given for the two 
clubs by Mrs. Eva Bernhardt, leader 
of the Vivalets. The second was a 
game night, during which various 
games were played. The third of the 
joint meetings was spent in looking at 
moving pictures secured by Mr. Jack- 
son Goldman and projected bv Mr. 
Maurice Bernhardt. The films shown 
were "Oswald," "Felix the Cat." and 
"Netting the Tiger.'* 



THE JUNIOR LEAGUE 

The Junior League has ju^t had its 
Spring Dance. It will be the last social 
affair to be held in the Center for some 
time due to the period of Sephevah. An 
important affair is being planned for 
later in the season. 

At the meeting of April 18th. Mr. 
Arthur J. Hartley will address the 
group on a matter of vital importance 
to Jewish Youth. All members are 
urged to attend. 



THE VIVALETS 

The month March contained everal 
enjoyable evenings for the Vivalets. 
Three joint meetings with the Mac- 
cabees took place. 



TO MEMBERS WHOSE SONS WILL 
BE BAR MITZVAH IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE 

The Religious Service Committee 
calls the attention of the members 
whose sons will be Bar.Mitzvab in the 
near future to the fact that reserva- 
tions for Bar Mitzvah dates must be 
made far in advance. This request is 
made in view of the Center rules per- 
mitting only one boy to say the Maftir 
every Sabbath. 

Please communicate with the Center 
olfice a.s soon as conveniently possible 
and reserve the date for the Bar Mitz- 
vah of vour son. 



URGE YOUR FRIENDS 
TO JOIN THE CENTER 
MEMBERSHIP 

Most of the members in the 
Center regard it a privilege to 
be affiliated with one of the 
leading Jewish institutions in the 
country. 

Extend this privilege to your 
friends and enroll them as mem- 
bers of the Center and thus give 
them an opportunity to enjoy 
the fine facilities of the institu- 
tion and to participate in its 
numerous activities. 

The rates are moderate: 

$50. per year per family 
$37.50 per year for unmarried 

members 
$25. per year for girls 

Membership in the Center en- 
titles you to join the many ac- 
tivities of the institution, — reli- 
gious, educational, social and 
recreational. 

JOIN NOW! 




CENTRAL 

CARPET CLEANING CO., Inc. 

ORIENTAL— CHINESE AND CHENILLE 

RUGS & CARPETS 

"CLEANED TO PERFECTION" 

CLEANERS OF FINE RUGS and CARPETS 
FOR THIRTY YEARS 

Main office and factory: 
15 to 21 EAST 132nd STREET, N. Y. C. 

Tlllinghast 5-1900-2060 



ANOTHER LETTER to the CENTER 



Brooklyn Jewish Center 

667 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn 

To the Members of the Center: — 

The officers of the Central Carpet Cleaning Co., 
in its desire to be of service to the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center will be happy to contribute to any of the insti- 
tution's funds 10% of all orders received from Center 
members. When placing your order, please mention 
mat you are a member of the Center. 

CENTRAL CARPET CLEANING CO. 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



[15] 



THE TRAGI-COMEDIANS OF ASSIMILATION 



although I disregard the religious cus- 
toms. I should be able, like the Jew 
iu Buhver's novel 'Leila', to risk my 
life for freeing my people from their 
present hated position. I would not be 
afraid even of the gallows if 1 could 
make them again a respected people. 
Oh, when I indulge in my childish 
dreams, my life idea is to lead with 
arms in hand the Jews to indepen- 
dence !" 

Soon from Damascus came the pain- 
ful cry of the Jews tortured in ritual 
murder. This was staged by the French 
consul for political reasons. The news 
moved the fifteen-year old Lassalle to 
frenzy. In his diary he noted : 

"Oh, it is terrible to read, terrible 
to hear without the hair standing on 
end and all feelings of the heart chang- 
ing into rage ! A people who endure 
this are horrible. They should revenge 
themselves or stand such treatment. 
True, horribly true, is the following 
expression of the reporter : 'the Jews 
of this city (Damascus) endure cruel- 
ty without any reaction, cruelty as only 
can be endured by these pariahs of the 
earth.' So even the Christians won- 
der over our indolent blood, that we 
do not rise, preferring rather to die 
on the battlefield, than from torture 
. . . Would any revolution been more 
just had the Jews of that city risen, 
burning it from all sides, blowing up 
the powder magazine and killing them- 
selves with their tormentors ? Coward- 
ly people, thou deservest no better lot ! 
The tramped worm wriggles, thou 



THE 

CENTER PLAYERS 

will present 

Sholom Aleichem's famous 
comedy 

"IF I WERE YOU" 

(Shveir Zu Zein a Yid) 
WATCH FOR THE DATE1 



(Continued from page 9) 

bowest only lower ! Thou knowest not 
to die, to destroy ! Thou knowest not 
what just revenge means! Thou know- 
est not to bury thyself with thy enemies 
and in a deadly agony still to tear 
them ! Thou art born to be a slave !" 

When ritual murder cases were 
staged in Rhodes and Lemberg he re- 
marked that because these accusations 
were brought up from all corners of 
the world it ''seems to intimate that 
the time will soon be ripe when we ac- 
tually will help ourselves through 
Christian blood". 

Such expressions of a boy may im- 
press the reader as unmannerly, but 
self -accusation was part of the philoso- 
phy of his Jewish environment. It was 
inbred in the home, as was inbred the 
extreme sensitiveness to everything 
that Gentiles said or thought about 
Jews. 

Lassalle was worried from his boy- 
hood on about Christian public opini- 
on, as is any apologetic Jew, and his 
diary constantly reflects this. The only 
quality he found in the Jewish char- 
acter was its "inborn good nature". 
A vulgar remark of the rector of the 
school also found echo in his diary. 
So Lassalle had the supersentiveness 
of an apologetic Jew. He was consci- 
ous of his Jewishness, as one becomes 
conscious of a physical defect. 

But without realizing it, he was pro- 
foundly influenced by Hebraic ideas. 
Unconsciously, the injustice of the op- 
pression of the Jews drew his attention 
to the wrongs of the social order and 
prompted him to the career of a social 
reformer. In a class composition on 
"Flow can one serve God?" he ans- 
wered : "Not by sterile muttering of 
psalms, but by deeds." He was repri- 
manded hy the teachers, but did not 
suspect that his answer was entirely 
Jewish, since what Judaism emphasizes 
is not faith, but deed, mizvah. 

His attitude towards his life-duty 
was prophetic. He decided to drop his 
commercial education and to take a 
course of general studies, and after a 
discussion with his father, whom he 
told that his call was that of a martyr, 
he recorded in his diary : 

. . . "because God gave me the inner 
voice which calls me to battle, because 
God endowed me. I feel it — the power 
which makes me fit for the battle ! Be- 
cause I can fight and suffer for a noble 
cause ! Because I do not want to de- 



ceive God for the power He gave me 
for a specific purpose !" 

The reform movement was in those 
days the problem of German Jewish 
life. In Lassalle's family the matter 
was much discussed, as Geiger was a 
friend of Lassalle's father and the fa- 
mily belonged to the synagogue where 
Geiger was preaching. The family sup- 
ported Geiger against the extreme or- 
thodox rabbis. So did Lassalle, the 
adolescent. 

Lassalle was a precocious boy and 
participated in the discussions of the 
older people in the family. Thus, he 
knew of the reform movement. He 
related in his diary a discussion with a 
friend about Geiger and called his 
friend an ass because the latter did 
not believe that one could be a good 
Jew without eating kosher. The great 
drawback in Jewish life is that the 
Jewish individuality expresses itself 
almost only in the religious life. Most 
of the Jews lose their spiritual auto- 
nomy as soon as they lose their ortho- 
doxy and begin to behave towards 
Jewish values like vandals, Judaism 
ceases to be for them a source of in- 
spiration and of joy. It becomes a 
stumbling block, a source of misery. 
Jewish history becomes a sealed book. 
This was the case of the Jewish reform 
movement in Germany. It was not a 
result of inner organic evolution in 
Judaism, but a matter of political ex- 
pediency to obtain political rights, as 
a concession to the German master. It 
was forced upon Judaism by the con- 
ditions and the dominant ideas of Ger- 
man life. The program of the reform 
society organized by Dr. Stern and 
Gabriel Riesser in Frankfort clearly 
reflected this attitude. They recogniz- 
ed in Judaism the unlimited ability of 
progress, but refused any authority to 
the Talmud and dismissed the Messiah 
as neither expected nor desired by 
them. Even the name of this society 
was characteristic. It was called As- 
sociation of Jewish Protestants. 

Lassalle's Jewishness went through 
the same evolution. He had no Jewish 
education. His knowledge of Judaism 
and Jewish history was nil. He noted 
a few books he had read on the reform 
movement. He attended with his pa- 
rents the services at the synagogue, 
the seder, the Jewish funeral. These 
found echo in his diary, but in time 
{Continued on page 20) 
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THE RABBI IN PRESENT-DAY JEWISH LIFE 



vel to them if he exhibits a familiarity 
with the teachings of our Torah. A ser- 
mon that reviews a book or a play, or 
that even presents a lesson in econo- 
mics or politics will not impress them, 
for in these fields you are not for them 
their authorities. You can and you will 
impress them if you bring to them the 
message which the Torah, our rich and 
varied Hebrew literature, has to offer 
with reference to any of the vital pro- 
blems that confront life today. 

* * * 

1 do not mean to minimize the value 
of Daat as a prerequisite of Jewish 
leadership. The congregation has a 
right to expect the leader to be well 
versed in the fields of modern knowl- 
edge; the Rabbi, if he is to serve well 
his people's needs, must be acquainted 
with the researches in the arts and sci- 
ences of our day. He must discuss the 
important issues and pressing pro- 
blems that confront the entire world. 
But in these discussions he must put 
the impress of Torah; he must reveal 
what Juadism has to say upon all these 
manifold vital concerns that affect the 
life of humanity today. If I may be 
permitted to give a new meaning to the 
classic words of the prophet (Malachi 
11:7), I would say: "The lips of the 
priest shall guard Daat, knowledge." — 
they must he familiar with all the 
trends of secular life, but, V'Torah 
Yevakshu Mipihu, "It is Torah that 
the people will seek from his mouth!" 

But even Chochmah and Daat are 
not enough for Jewish leadershp, if it 
is to be effective. Tebnnah, Under- 
standing, is another of the qualities 
which God noted in Bezalel and which 
must be possessed by the Bezalels of 
our day. Rashi reflects the opinions of 
all the commentators when he inter- 
prets this word to mean "the under- 
standing which comes from one's own 
heart." It is not the knowledge that one 
can get from books or that one can ac- 
quire from a teacher. It is something 
that cannot be taught, that cannot be 
imparted by others. The story is told 
that a young Rabbinic student came 
before Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Spector, 
the great sage of Kovno, and applied 
for Semichah, ordination. The Rabbi 
examined him, discussed with him many 
matters, and finally said: "My dear 
young man, I find you wanting in the 
fifth section of the Shulchan Aruch" 



(Continued from page 6) 

(the Code of Jewish Law). "But mas- 
ter," the bewildered student began to 
plead, "there are only four sections to 
the Shulchan Aruch!" "Ah, that is just 
your mistake," replied the wise sage. 
"There is a fifth part, not bound in 
book form, — the part that is designated 
Hilchot Scchcl, the laws of common 
sense !" The Targum Onkelos evidently 
understood Tcbunah to mean this very 
thing so aptly characterized by the 
Rabbi of Kovno ; it translates Tebunah 
as Uv-siich-l'sonii, the Aramaic for the 
Hebrew word Sechel, common sense. 

It is difficult to translate this term 
into modern phraselogy. The medieval 
Hebrew philosophers spoke of the 
Hasogot Hapnhniyot, the inner senses, 
by which they meant "imagination, 



CHILD'S HYMN TO HER RACE 

By Gay Siegal, Age 11 

CALL out your flags and trumpets 
And make way as did the sea, 
For the Lord's chosen people — 
The champions of liberty. 

In spite of torture's stinging claws 
To our faith we still remain true. 
We, the sons of Israel each say — 
"I am glad I am a Jew." 



common sense and estimation" (cf. 
Harry A. Wolf son, "Maimonides on 
the Internal Senses." Jewish Quarterly 
Review, April, 1935, p. 44). We dare 
not underestimate this divine gift which 
has ever been the prerequisite of true 
Jewish leadership. It is particularly es- 
sential when one has to deal — as the 
Rabbi must — with so many varied types 
of personal interests, problems and sit- 
uations. But above all is it essential for 
the Rabbi when dealing with those pro- 
blems that affect the very life of the 
Jewish people and the Jewish faith. 
The tragedy of some Rabbinic lead- 
ers today — and especially is this true of 
younger men— is that they lack this "in- 
ner sense," so essential in understand- 
ing the psychological reactions of our 
people. They measure and judge values 
— whether in belief or practice — by the 
rules of logic alone, forgetting what 
Schechter so wisely pointed out, that 
"the best theology is that which is not 
consistent" (Studies 1.231). A people, 
too, just like an individual, possesses 



an instinct for self preservation; and 
that instinct sometimes leads to the 
most illogical of conclusions. If you are 
to take the leadership in the re- fashion- 
ing of the sanctuary of Jewish life you 
must possess the psychological gift of 
penetrating the soul of your people, in 
dealing with those things that are most 
precious to its soul. There is a famous 
statement in the Talmud (Erubin 13b) 
which says, "It is a known fact that 
there was no one in his generation the 
like of R. Meir, no one who could sur- 
pass him in learning or wisdom. And 
yet, why was not the law decided ac- 
cording to his opinions? Because his 
colleagues ,Lo Yochln La-amod al Sof 
Daato, could not accept the conclusions 
to which his knowledge might lead! 
For this sage could make what is pure 
impure and prove it by logic and rea- 
son, as well as make what is impure 
pure and again prove his deductions by 
logic and reason !" So keen were his 
analytic gifts that "he could make pure 
the most impure of insects, and offer a 
hundred and fifty reasons to substan- 
tiate his logical proofs." It was just 
this gift that made his colleagues wary 
of his legal opinions. You cannot judge 
the laws and doctrines of a people only 
by the rules of logic or scientific truth. 
You need Tebunah, that understanding 
that comes from sympathetic insight 
into your people's ways of life, from 
reverence and from deep humility. 

I do not mean to say that we must 
leave all of Jewish usage or practice 
in the status quo, and that we must re- 
frain from re-evaluating or re-inter- 
preting many of our teachings. But if 
that is to be done, it must be approach- 
ed with the gift of Tebunah, as well as 
with the gifts of Chochmah and Daat. 
The recent action of the Rabbinical As- 
sembly in the matter of the Agunah, in 
re-interpreting the law which affects 
the plight of the deserted wife, is a 
classic example how Jewish law and 
practice must be approached. There is 
a difference between this legal approach 
by a recognized group representing 
Jewish authority, and individual tam- 
pering with Jewish law and practice, 
based upon the rules of Reason or Lo- 
gic alone. No wonder that an ancient 
Rabbi warns us : "Even if a man is 
learned in Scriptures, and well versed 
in Mishnah and Midrash, in Halacha 
and Agadah — but if he lacks Binah — 
Understanding, En Torato Shoveh 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



[17] 



Khun, then all his Torah is valueless !" 
{Letters of Rabbi Akiba.) 

* * * 

I'v'chol M clacha, our text continues- 
"and the knowledge of all types of la- 
bor." In this tribute which God paid 
Bezalel we find a further prerequisite 
for Jewish leadership. Here, too, we 
must hear the call Lech Lccho — the 
challenge to depart from customary 
ways. In former years the Rabbi was 
free of many of the varied types of ac- 
tual work that demand his attention to- 
day. He could well afford to sit in his 
study and ponder over the ancient 
tomes. The physical needs of the com- 
munity and congregation were looked 
after by communally-minded Baalc 
Battim — laymen, — who felt it incum- 
bent upon them to take this responsi- 
bility from the shoulders of their spir- 
itual leaders. Then, again, Jewish life 
was on a more normal plain, not beset 
by the tragic world problems that 
weigh so heavily upon it in our genera- 
tion. But all is changed in our day. 
Like Bezalel, he, too, must possess the 
knowledge and the ability to take part, 
B'chol Melacha, in every type of work 
and labor that arises in Jewish life. Et 
Zarah L'Yaakov, "It is a time of dis- 
tress for Jacob !" So many are the calls 
for the Rabbi's service in the fields of 
charity, education, relief for our trag- 
edy-stricken brethren, the rebuilding of 
Palestine, calls that are outside of his 
immediate work in literally carrying 
the burdens of his own congregation, 
that he must in truth be the "servant 
of his people," as well as the "servant 
of the Lord." But here again the Rab- 
bi who wants to remain true to the 
ideals of his office must beware of the 
dangers that this very labor entails. The 
Rabbis in the Midrash sound the warn- 
ing "When the wise man busies him- 
self in too many things, he becomes 
alienated from his scholarly tasks!" 
And they tell us of a sage who admit- 
ted that he forgot sixty important laws 
which he learned from his master, be- 
cause, as he put it, "I busied myself too 
much in communal work" (Exodus 
Rabbah VI :2). The Rabbi, who would 
be the true master builder of Jewish 
life, must find the happy medium in this 
— as in so many other spheres of life. 
He must take part in all these works 
that beset Jewish life, but never at the 
expense of his scholarly interests. The 
Rabbis have a mystcal saying about 
Moses that "he was half human and 
half divine" {Dent. Rabbah XI :4,) im- 
plying that he found the happy com- 
bination of giving himself, in equal 



measure, to the earthly needs of hu- 
manity and to his own heavenly ideals. 
So, too, must his spiritual descendants, 
the Rabbis of our day, embody this 
two- fold function, "half human and 
half divine," to give themselves in equal 
measure to the human needs of their 
people and to their own divine need of 
making the Torah the very essence of 
their lives. 

* * * 

And lastly, our text speaks of one 
further prerequisite. I have purposely 
left it for the conclusion of our dis- 
cussion, though the Bible mentions it 
first, because it is the most important, 
the most far-reaching of all the qual- 
ities of leadership: "And I have filled 
him Ruach Elohim, with the spirit of 
God." 

Yea, the master-builder of Jewish 
life must be imbued with the Ruach 
Elohim! Note, if you will, that the He- 
brew text is rather strange in dealing 
with the Divine quality. All of the other 
terms of praise are preceded by the He- 
brew letter Beth — the preposition sig- 
nifying "zvith," — B'Chochmah, B'Te- 
bunah, B'Daat, B'Chol Melacliah. The 
first gift mentioned, however, Ruach 
Elohim, is without the letter Beth. The 
English versions, despite this omission 
of the preposition, nevertheless trans- 
late the word: "With the spirit of 
God." But the Hebrew text is much 
more meaningful. The letter Beth in 
Hebrew has a two-fold meaning, not 
only "zvith" but also "in." Not only was 
Bezalel blessed zvith the spirt of God, 
but, more than that, in his wisdom, in 
his understanding, in his knowledge, 
even in all his menial work, he put the 
spirit of God ; In whatever he did he 
exhibited that holy enthusiasm which is 
the essense of the spirt of God. 

You, too, my young colleagues, must 
reveal this quality of heart and mind 
if you are to succeed in your great and 
difficult task. You must be imbued with 
a divine passion to serve. I said serve 
advisedly. In the words of the Talmud, 
I, too, would exhort you: "Do you 
think that it is the role of rulership 
that 1 give to you? Avdut Ani Noten 
Lochcm. It is service that I decree for 
you!" (Horiyot 10b). It is not a pro- 
fession that you are entering, but a 
calling; and unless you hear the Divine 
call, your efforts will all be in vain. A 
difficult task, you say to me. Yes, a 
tremendously difficult task, and yet, if 
you are filled with the Ruach Elohim, 
then you will love these very difficul- 
ties. You may recall the beautiful anec- 



dote that is told of Solomon Molcho. 
According to Jewish custom, when a 
non-Jew desires to become a proselyte 
the Beth Din, or Rabbinic Court, must 
first make clear to him the difficulties 
and the hardships that will be his as a 
Jew. If, despite these warnings, he 
says "Nevertheless I want to be a 
Jew," he can be accepted into the fold. 
When to Molcho was described the 
dark picture of the lot of the Jew that 
would be his if he accepted the new 
faith he answered : "I shall not say, Af 
Al Pi Ken, 'Nevertheless 1 want to be 
a Jew,' hut Elo Mipnc Ken, just be- 
cause of these difficulties I want to be 
a Jew!" Even thus must be your atti- 
tude entering the sacred calling of the 
Rabbinate: "Just because of the diffi- 
culties and hardships that surround the 
task, I want to assume this role of ser- 
vice." 

Of course trials there will be in 
abundance to thwart you on every path, 
trials so heavy and overpowering that 
for the moment you may feel that you 
are being crushed beneath the heavy 
burden. Moses, too, you will recall, had 
his moment of despair when he cried 
to God : "Master of the universe, tell 
me if my destiny is to die beneath this 
burden?" And God answered him: 
"What is this your concern ? Avor 
Lifnc Ha- Am, You lead your people ! 
That is your sole concern !" (Exodus 
Rabbah XXVI :2). 

* * * 

"Ah," but you will say to me, "these 
are beautiful though difficult ideals that 
you have set before us. But do the Jew- 
ish people want these ideals? Do they 
not rather prefer the banners of the 
false leaders in our midst?" 

Perhaps many people do. But that 
should not divert you from your path 
of duty. May I close with a portrayal 
of a beautiful picture that is described 
for us in the pages of the Bible, and 
elaborated upon by the ancient Rabbis ? 
The picture deals with the Israelites 
making the golden calf, around which 
they danced and to which they sang, 
"These are thy gods, O Israel." "Here, 
beneath," says the Midrash, "stand the 
Israelites, busy engraving an idol with 
which to spite their Creator. But just 
above them sits their Creator, and He 
too, is busy engraving. He is fashion- 
ing the Luchot — the tablets of the Law, 
with which to give them life!" (Exo- 
dus Rabbah XLId). 

Your people, too, may dance around 
(Continued on page 23) 
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TO SPEND A DELIGHTFUL SUMMER 
VACATION IN THE CATSKILLS — 



VISIT 



Huntington Jbd^e 

jCgke7j/untington 



"ON THE LAKE" 



A Modern Hotel With Camp Facilities 

Dietary Laws Observed • Entertainment — Dancing 

SWIMMING, TENNIS, BOATING, BASEBALL, 
HANDBALL, BASKETBALL, HORSEBACK RIDING 

Further information may be obtained from 

MRS. HARRIS WEINGOLD 

1322 CARROLL STREET 
Brooklyn, N. Y. "Phone SLocum 6-0752 



FISHKE THE CRIPPLE 

(Continued from page 8) 
"Bastard ! Don't dare mention her 
name !" 

I jumped up and put out all my 
strength to fight him. I fought with 
my teeth. I bit. I tore. But I had 
no chance against him. He choked me 
until I turned blue and then he threw 
me into a corner. 

"Thank the Almighty that 1 don't 
find it convenient to finish you off 
now," he said. "But stay here, my 
little fish, and have a good rest until 
morning. Goodnight. Have you a 
message for your little wife? I will 
bring her word from you tonight." 

He left the cellar and locked me up. 

It was I who was now caught. 

"Lord of the Universe," I cried, 
"Where art Thou?" 

Time went by, I lay in the cellar 
wondering what to do. Then I heard 
a voice calling my name. I stood up, 
trembling and holding my breath. 

"Fishke, Fishke!" the voice was 
calling. There was a sound at the 
door, and there was my hunchback 
girl. "Hush — " she whispered, "Come 
away from here quickly." 

When we got to the street she told 
me what had happened. After I had 



left she became worried and came to 
the cellar, where she saw a man lock- 
ing the door and a well-known voice 
muttered : "Now, my little fish, you 
stay there like a dog." It was the red 
bastard. He looked up and saw her. 

"Ah, good Sabbath !" he cried mock- 
ingly. "My pretty, my pious maiden. 
Nice doings, walking about in the mid- 
dle of the night! Call yourself a de- 
cent girl ? Home, you hussy, you 
wanton !" And giving her a push he 
made her walk ahead of him. 

Fortunately she saw a company of 
Jews approaching. They were return- 
ing from some gathering, talking loud- 
ly and laughing. The red bastard who 
was carrying the bag of stolen food 
against the Sabbath law, was forced 
to turn into a side street. My hunch- 
back girl took advantage of her oppor- 
tunity and ran back to free me. 

"My dear soul," I said. "You have 
helped me in my hour of need !" 

"And you, Fishke," she replied, 
"vou are like a dear brother to me." 

We walked away. Soon we reach- 
ed the half-open gate of the poor 
house. I entered first and saw the red 
bastard and my wife gorging them- 
selves on the stolen food. As soon as 
( Continued on next page ) 
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Excellent meals are served in 
our Restaurant every Sunday 
during the season from 12 noon 
to 5 P. M. 

Arrange to have your Sunday 
dinners at the Center Restau- 
rant as often as you possibly can. 
You will facilitate matters a great 
deal if you will telephone the 
Center in advance (PResident 4- 
1400) so that reservations may 
be made for you. 



Dinner De Luxe $1.00 and $1.25 
j>er person — Also A la Carte 
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Restaurant" 
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he saw me he whispered something to 
inv wife and left. My wife imme- 
diately jiiui]>ed up and let loose. 

"'You good - for - nothing!" she 
screamed. "That is how you are pass- 
ing your nights, walking in the streets 
with a loose woman, a worthless hus- 
sy ! ? will teach you and your wan- 
ton !" And she threw herself on me 
and began beating me. 

I tore myself away and ran into the 
-trect. She continued to shout and 
scream awhile and then banged and 
locked the gate, crying: "Sleep in the 
street like a dog!" 

The poor little hunchback girl and 1 
stood in the dark street, not knowing 
what to do. Then silently, without a 
word, we walked away from the poor 
house. At last we found ourselves in 
the sMiagogue yard. T remembered 
the women's gallery. With the help 
of God we climbed up the rickety 
staircase, found an open door and fell 
upon something soft. Strange crea- 
tures began to jump around us and 
beat at us. I was fighting blindly when 
I caught hold of — what do you think? 
A beard! Of whom do you think? 
The beard of a goat. The explanation 
was simple. We had disturbed a num- 
ber of goats who had made it their 



habit to pas.s the night in the women's 
gallery of the synagogue. 

[ apologized to the animals for in- 
conveniencing them, and politely in- 
vited them to make room for a lady. 
I then said goodnight to the girl and 
went downstairs, intending to pass the 
night on a bench. 

P. T. A. MEETING OF HEBREW AND 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS— APRIL 22 

The next meeting of the Parent- 
Teachers Association of the Hebrew 
Sundav Schools will take place on 
Wednesday evening, April 21, at S ;30 
o'clock. 

A prominent speaker will address 
the meeting. The officers of the Par- 
ent-Teachers Association will present 
a pla_\ . 

\11 parents of both schools are urg- 
ently requested to attend. 



THE MACCABEES 

\ very exciting and interesting 
month has come to a close for our club. 
I'p to the time of the Spring vacation 
our programs have consisted of game 
nights, discussion nights, movie nights, 
and hobby nights. In addition our gym- 
nasium periods have also held their 
share of interest. 



CLUB CALENDAR 

The Maccabees. Consists of boys 13 
to 15 years of age. Meetings on 
Saturday evenings at 7:30 o'clock. 
Mr. Jackson Goldman, leader. 

The Vivalets. Consists of girls 13 and 
14 years of age. Meetings are held 
on Saturday evenings at 7:30 
o'clock. Mrs. Eva Bernhardt, leader. 

Girl Scout Troop. 12 to 16 years of 
age. Meetings are held every 
Wednesday evening, at 7:30. Miss 
Lillian Cantor, Scoutmaster. 

Boy Scout Troop. 12 to 15 years of 
age. Meets every Thursday evening 
at 7:30 o'clock. Mr. Oscar J. Al- 
pert, Scoutmaster. 

Junior League. Girls 17 to 20 years 
of age and boys from 18 to 21. 
Meets every Sunday evening, at 
8:30 o'clock, under the leadership 
of Mr. Jackson Goldman. 

Intermediate Group. Consists of sons 
of Center members, 1 6 to 18 years 
of age, and daughters between the 
ages of 15 and 17. Meets on first 
and third Saturday evenings. 

Adult Group. Sons and daughters of 
Center members, 2 I years of age 
or over, are eligible for member- 
ship. 



THERE'S NOTHING LIKE A 



SPRING VACATION 

TO BUILD YOU UP AFTER A HARD WINTER 



In the Country 



SPEND YOURS AT 

THE WILD ROSE HOTEL 

"Kessler's" 



REDUCED RATES 
for 

April and May 




$22.50 

per Week 
Room and Bath 



"Your Country Home" 
IN THE HEART OF THE WATNONG MOUNTAINS 
To Reserve — WRITE — P. O. Box 511, Morristown, New Jersey, 
or PHONE — Mount Freedom 48 
♦ 

ONLY ONE HOUR FROM NEW YORK 
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the impressions waned and his Jewish- 
ness vanished with them. 

The fifteen year old boy generously 
devoted his thought to establishing the 
honor of his people. The adolescent 
was already under the sway of the 
German an ti -Jewish philosophy. When 
at the age of nineteen he decided to 
join the Association in Frankfort, he 
was already a stranger to Judaism. In 
the letter to the leaders of the Asso- 
ciation he showed an unusual intellec- 
tual maturity for his age, but it was 
entirely inspired by the young Hege- 
lian philosophy. His approach was 
anything but Jewish. For him "ancient 
Mosaism" might have been retained 
to the extent that it could stand "be- 
fore the critical forum of reason." 
The reform of Judaism should "break 
the shackles of a rusty orthodoxy and 
restore the human spirit to its inalien- 
able eternal right, more than fifteen 
centuries oppressed within Judaism". 
Comparing the Jewish reform move- 
ment to the German Reformation he 
found that if the Reformation could 
strive to primitive Christianity, "we 
must guard ourselves against under- 
taking to force retrogression from the 
dialectic stream of history and to lift 
a long drowned and petrified mass for 
the sake of making it the foundation 
of a lively present." The reform in 
his thought had to reconcile Judaism 
with modern philosophy. Soon how- 
ever this idea would lead Lassalle to 
the conviction that "the dialectic move- 
ment of history" had condemned Ju- 
daism to death. 

A year later, in 1844, this evolution 
from Judaism was accomplished. In 
a letter he wrote to his mother he ex- 
plained why he had completely disas- 
sociated himself from the "Jewish 
world". His mother, a woman ab- 
sorbed in new dresses and jewelry, 
certainly understood nothing of her 
son's strictures. He no longer believed 
in the rebirth of the Jews and gave 
up all hope of that. His opinion was 
that the Hebrew people displayed an 
extreme prostration of man before 
God. The spirit had completely es- 
tranged itself, lost its hold before the 
abstract Divinity, and lived in perma- 
nent consciousness of its worthlessness. 
Hegel was right to call the world of 
the Jew "the world of the miserable 
personality," because the Jewish reli- 
gion was the religion of severe servi- 
tude to God. If history could not show 



any other people persecuted with such 
unknown sufferings, it was only be- 
cause the world had to overcome in 
the Jewish people the spiritual stage 
of inner contradiction, servitude and 
misfortune. The Jewish world, its his- 
tory as well as its religion, was char- 
acterized as the religion of misfortune, 
and because the misfortune appeared 
here as submissiveness and the uproot- 
ing of human spirit in itself, Judaism 
was described as esthetically ugly. The 
natural and finite became unsubstantial 
and the absolute entity (being) disap- 
peared in the abstract spirit. Yet, be- 
fore the abstract spirit, the Master of 
the Universe, the Jew continued to be 
bewitched by nature which he consid- 
ered vain. Thus resulted an inner con- 
tradiction within man himself, and 
thus appeared the most drastic self- 
assertion of the spirit ever realized in 
history ; thus appeared the esthetically 
ugly opposed to the beauty which de- 
pends upon the inner unity of man 
with himself. Yet, the spirit, which 
had perceived its substance, was only 
the cold onesideness of the abstraction, 
not the full totality of the spirit. This 
totality realized its character in the 
principle of love brought by Christi- 
anity. 

Nevertheless Lassalle added that 
what was ugly in Judaism might ap- 
pear as its beauty to the thinker, be- 
cause in the Jewish people had the 
spirit first attained the consciousness 
of itself and had realized the sublime 
before nature and creature. Lassalle 
admitted the profoundness of this self- 
assertion of the spirit, and that man 
had to pass through the loss of inner 
unity in order to become conscious of 
the substance of his spirit. 

In another letter, actually a long 
dissertation, written at the same time 
to his father, Lassalle further justified 
his estrangement from Judaism. Chris- 
tianity he asserted was of higher value 
than Judaism because it proclaimed 
the absolute right of the individual. 
However Christianity had realized it 
only in the religious sphere ; the French 
Revolution in the political. But the 
absolute personality had to be realized 
in the social sphere. These were the 
aims of communism, and communism 
which would realize them in reality. 

The inner conflict which Lassalle 
forced upon Judaism was his own. Ju- 
daism knows no such conflict. On the 
contrary, it has an unvanquishable 



power to produce personalities of ma- 
jestic spiritual beauty. Unity in idea, 
thought and deed is essentially Hebraic. 
Lassalle was imbued with the German 
pseudo-philosophy of Judaism, which 
had covered age-old fanaticism with 
dialectic phraseology. In this philoso- 
phism Lassalle found the reason for 
the endured persecutions of the Jew- 
ish people and the justification of his 
own desertion of their cause. But a 
pragmatic analysis of Lassalle's thought 
shows something different. In the 
same letter to his mother he s.aid : 
"As high as I do place the principle 
of the Jewish world, could I live in 
it? Surely not, because the particular 
principle of the Jewish people is to 
damn every Hebrew to misfortune." 

To belong to an oppressed minority 
is not an asset in life, and success was 
the driving force of Lassalle's genius. 
In his boyhood he had dreamt of being 
a martyr, but one with a halo around 
his head. The maligned and helpless 
Jewish community promised very little 
even for a martyr and he joined the 
masters as many other Jews did before 
him. But the German masters did not 
pardon him his Jewish origin. His 
Jewish birth became the bane of his 
existence. In the press, in social life, 
in his political activity, his Jewish de- 
scent — which was almost all that was 
now Jewish in Lassalle — was held up 
to him though it were a vice. The hus- 
band of Sophie von Hatzfeld called 
him "the stupid young Jew," and he 
described himself in a letter as "I, the 
powerless young Jew" who undertook 
to fight against a powerful feudal lord. 
The keen feeling of this handicap, of 
this inferiority he could not overcome 
during his whole life, eventually be- 
came the cause of his tragic death. He 
once expressed his bitter resentment by 
saying: "I cannot stand two things in 
this world : the Jews and the journal- 
ists. Unfortunately I am both." 
Through this feeling he was driven to 
hate the Jews and to emphasize his 
German nationalism. He said that he 
would protect the purity of the German 
language, and would not allow its holy 
genius to be spoiled by the "gibberish 
Jewish-German". He wrote to Marx 
reminding him : "Don't forget that you 
are a German revolutionist. Don't be- 
come an Englishman". He declared 
that "the German democracy will carry 
the Prussian banner" if Prussia (the 
Prussia of absolute monarchism and 
the feudal junker) declared war against 
Denmark for Holstein, for German 
national unity. 

(Continued on page 22). 
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THE KASHRUTH TRIAL 

{Continued from page 11) 



from it. It may either be made good 
or bad by the motive and the manner 
of its execution and administration." 

It was brought out that shortly af- 
ter the promulgation of the Issur Rab- 
bi Fleischer told a colleague that the 
schochthn who disobeyed the Issur 
would have to do repentance in order 
that they might be permitted to func- 
tion as schochthn. 

Rabbi Barishansky, another witness 
for the plaintiff, also complained that 
the Rabbis could not, by means of an 
Issur j take money out of the pockets 
of the community, or fix the amount 
that the community should pay. It was 
pointed out by counsel for the Kash- 
ruth Association that shortly after the 
promulgation of the Issur this Rabbi, 
entered into a contract with a num- 
ber of market owners for supervision 
at the rate of $50 a week to be paid 
by each poultry dealer, and that he 
believed this contract so valuable that 
he and the other Rabbis instituted an 
action against the Kashruth Associa- 
tion to recover damages of over 
$160,000. 

On cross-examination Rabbi Bara- 
shansky gave this testimony: 

Question: "By common consent, are 
not the Rabbis the accredited custo- 
dians of the Jewish law?" 

Answer: "So it should be." 

Question: "By common consent, are 
not they the religious leaders of the 
community?" 

Answer: "Yes, in general." 

Question: "In Jewish jurisprudence 
is not one of the great maxims to make 
a fence for the law ?" 

Answer: "Yes." 

Question: "Isn't it a fact that the 
Rabbis have from time to time made 
fences for the law?" 

Answer : "Yes." 

Question : "When Rabbis realize that 
the community is lax or neglectful of 
the commandments of the Torah, is it 
their duty and right to make fences for 
the law?" 

Answer : "Yes." 

When Rabbi Margolies was on the 
stand he was asked: 

"If 220 Rabbis of New York City 
believed that the Jewish law was be- 
ing violated, what was their duty?" 

His answer was : "Their duty was to 
strengthen the law." 

Rabbi Weintraub, in his testimony, 
also agreed with the above reply. He 
was asked by counsel for the defend- 



ant : "When there is a doubt concern- 
ing shechitah, for instance, in market 
places, in poultry places, have the Rab- 
bis the right to take up that question?" 

He replied, "Yes," and the court then 
asked : "Who has the right of deciding 
the question ?" 

"The Rabbis," was his answer. 

"And it is the Rabbi's duty too, isn't 
it?" 

"If it comes to him." 

This Rabbi also admitted that al- 
though one Rabbi might be suspected, 
two or three Rabbis involved in a mat- 
ter could not be. 

At the conclusion of the long trial 
the attorney for the Kashruth Associa- 
tion made the following summation, 
which later found justification when 
Justice McCook awarded the decision 
to the Association : 

"Another puerile contention of the 
plaintiff's experts was that the Issur 
had to be free from materialistic ele- 
ments. In the words of Rabbi Fleischer, 
the Issur had to be stimulated by divine 
motives. 

"Rabbi Fleischer himself, however, 
confessed the futility of an inquiry into 
motive when he quoted from the Bible 
to the effect that man sees with his 
eyes and God searches the heart, and 
further admitted that it is impossible 
to search human motives. 

"At any rate, Rabbi Fleischer ad- 
mitted that the mere fact that part of 
the receipts for the seals went to the 
Rabbis was not contrary to religion ; 
that the mere presence of the money 
element was not conclusive, and that 
if the primary motive was to protect 
religion, and money was secondary, no 
wrong was committed. 

"It can hardly be disputed that the 
Issur was adopted with the loftiest and 
holiest of motives, with no considera- 
tion of financial or materialistic inter- 
est. The sole purpose of the Rabbinate 
was to protect the community from 
sinning. It is with full recognition of 
that purpose that the Issur must be 
given the stamp of approval." 

(To be concluded next month) 



EXPRESSION OF CONDOLENCE 

Our sincere expressions of sympa- 
thy and condolence are extended to Mr. 
Victor W. Gleichenhaus of 372 Brook- 
lyn Avenue, upon the death of his be- 
loved brother. 
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Lassalle never dedicated any of his 
speeches or writings to the Jewish 
struggle tor equality. In the very 
depth of his heart he felt that he was 
a rejected Jew, and he spent his ener- 
gies in striving for recognition by his 
German masters. If his parents found 
an escape from unhappiness in devo- 
tion to family life, in the synagogue 
and in the Jewish environment, he had 
no such solution to his problem. He 
could not find his way to the people, 
who in his belief, "damned ever)' He- 
brew to misfortune", a people whom 
he "could not stand". His Jewish ori^ 
gin was his incurable disease. His ge- 
nius, his sacrifices for the German 
people, his loft} - ideals, his devotion 
to the cause of a great united Germany 
— nothing could redeem it. and he 
could not resign himself to this fact. 

Outside his political battles, and 
when the intoxicating Hegelian philoso- 
phy was of no avail, he revealed the 
distressingly ugly inferiority complex 
of the Jew who had lost his dignity. 
He revealed his pain plainly in a letter 
to Sophia Solnzeva, a Russian girl who 
deceived him by pretending" to be a 
Russian princess and whom he loved 
passionately for a short time. His let- 
ter was a confession : 

"Sophia. I am a Jew. My father and 
mother are Jews, and although inward- 
ly I am as little of a Jew as you, if 
possible, even less. I have not renoun- 
ced my religion. I can assure you I 
am no more a Jew, but I cannot assure 
you without lying that I became a 
Christian . . ." 

". . . Your countrymen would de- 
spise you because of your marriage to 
a Jew. You. descendent of princes, 
married to a man who. it is true, if 
ancestry should give right to pride, 
could be more proud than all of you, 
since he descends from a people older 
than all princes and noblemen, who are 
only a few centuries in existence — 
from the first civilized people appear- 
ing in history, and from Syrian kings. 

. . It is true I could offer you the 
sacrifice of becoming a Christian . . . 
and if it were an unavoidable condition, 
I would perhaps do it, but it would be 
difficult, Sophia." 

He explained the political reason 
which would make his change of reli- 
gion inadvisable, and proceeded: 

"... I don't like the Jews at all. In 
general, I even detest them. I see in 
them only the degenerated sons of a 



great, but long-vanished past. These 
people have acquired, during the cen- 
turies spent in slavery the traits of 
slaves and therefore 1 am extremely 
unfavorably disposed towards them. 
Neither have 1 any connections with 
them and amongst my friends who sur- 
round me there is almost not a single 
Jew." 

Lassalle. the fighter for the redemp- 
tion of the damned of the world, did 
not feel that he owed at least some of 
his genius to the Jews, not only as a 
Jew. but as a leader of the oppressed 
against the privileged. He did not show 
the slightest revolt of a Jewish con- 
sciousness. It was tragically LasalHan 
that the more opposition he met the 
more obstinate he became. The striving 
to impose himself on those who re- 
jected him became fatal. The tragedy 
ran its course when Lassalle became in- 
fatuated with llelene von Uonniges. 
whose only title to distinction was that 
she belonged to the "small aristocracy," 
and moved, as George Meredith said, 
"in the centers of polished barbarian- 
ism known as aristocratic society." 
Made desperate by the unbending op- 
position of the girl's family to her mar- 
riage to him. Lassalle moved all his po- 
litical influence in an effort to change 
their decision, and even offered to take 
the baptism. 

The drama ended in a tragedy. He 
became involved in a duel with an ad- 
mirer of the girl whom the parents 
favored and was killed. The wretched 
man whom he fought acquired a place 
in historv because he was Lassalle's 
killer. 

Karl Marx said at Lassalle's death 
that the "Judenjunge" wanted to im- 
pose his recognition on the haughty 
aristocrat with a pistol in his hands. But 
Hermann Bernstein came nearer to the 
truth when he said that it was "the 
merchants's son who got the junker 
manners." 

Some Gentile biographers capitalize 
Lassalle's Jewish origin to justify their 
dislikes of Lassalle. Even Georg Bran- 
des, Jewish by birth himself, finds that 
Lassalle had the "racial" Jewish 
eliucpc. The truth is that the free ex- 
pansion of Lassalle's genius was viti- 
ated by the hostile, corrupted attitude 
of the German gentile majority who 
saw in him an intruder, and by Las- 
salle's inability to overcome the vul- 
gar prejudice against Jews. He wanted 
to down his Jewishness in his German- 



ism in the same way that the phos- 
phorescent animals of the sea elude 
their enemies by disappearing in their 
own light. It did not save Lassalle. 
and there is the explanation of his 
tragedy. 

THE SERMON AS AN ART 
FORM 

{Continued from page 7) 
to touch their hearts. 1 am happy to say 
that the congregations at the Center 
have ever been of the intelligent and 
critical type, demanding much of the 
preacher. That type of congregation 
forces you to be on your mark, and to 
give of the best that you are capable." 

"Has there been any change in the 
character of the synagogue audiences 
during the last twenty-five years?" 

"Yes. The congregation today is 
much more representative of the 
younger element. Twenty-five years 
ago it was a diffiicult feat to get the 
younger men and women, especially the 
college graduates, to listen to a ser- 
mon. Today there is a re-birth of inter- 
est among the voting people. This in- 
terest may not be altogether derived 
from devoutness. but it indicates a de- 
sire to learn about Jewish matters. It 
indicates a greater interest in Jewish 
thought. The strongest thing to note is 
that these younger people are attracted 
most by the discussion of serious sub- 
jects. The largest congregations that 1 
ever had was when I discussed the 
themes now incorporated in my book, 
"Judaism." In general, congregations 
today are much more intelligent and 
much more interesting." 

"Are you satisfied with the religious 
services as they are conducted today, 
in the Center for example?" 

"Our services are beautiful. But we 
must never be satisfied in spiritual mat- 
ters. There is always room for im- 
provement in all phases of life. 1 think 
much can yet be done to enhance the 
beauty, the intelligence and the spirit- 
ual value of our services. More dig- 
nity can be brought to them. Much im- 
provement can he made in the field of 
congregational singing and in the melo- 
dies that would inspire the heart and 
mind of worshippers. The question of 
better decorum during hours of wor- 
ship should give us greater concern. 
There is. in general, much room for 
improvement in the religious services 
in all our synagogues; and Jews with 
vision are beginning to realize that they 
will have to effect this improvement." 

"Does Mrs. Levinthal see your ser- 
( Continued on next page) 
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mons before they are preached?" the 
interviewers ventured in conclusion. 

"I would not say exactly that she 
sees my sermons before they are 
preached," the rabbi replied tolerantly, 
"because I rarely write out a sermon 
in complete form. I do not mind telling 
you, however, that whenever inspira- 
tion is good to me and a thought comes 
to me that I believe is worthy of de- 
velopment, Mrs. Levinthal is the first 
to hear it. I am always eager for her 
reaction. She has almost developed the 
sermonic gift herself — and I value her 
judgment and her criticism. It may 
seem trite to say so, but she is indeed 
the most critical of my critics, and the 
best." 



THE RABBI IN PRESENT- 
DAY JEWISH LIFE 

(Continued from page 17) 

golden calves. They.too, may be busy 
fashioning new idols. Your duty, how- 
ever, is not to forsake them, but, God- 
like, to stick to your post of duty and 



IN THE MIDST OF YOUR 
ENJOYMENT OF THE 
FINE THINGS IN LIFE 
REMEMBER THAT IT IS 
A FITTING TRIBUTE TO 
THE DEPARTED THAT 
YOU PROVIDE FOR 
THEM BEAUTIFUL SUR- 
ROUNDINGS FOR 
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keep on engraving upon their hearts 
and their minds the letters of the Lu- 
chos, our sacred Torah, — Loses Lohem 
Chayim — to give them life — the real, 
the blessed, the Jewish life ! 



FIVE TRIBUTES 

(Continued from page 4) 

FROM A SYNAGOGUE 

DR. ISRAEL HERBERT LEV- 
INTHAL, distinguished Rabbi 
of the Brooklyn Jewish Center, is cele- 
brating his 25 years of ministry in the 
city of Brooklyn. Dr. Levinthal has 
maintained the dignity of his pulpit and 
the traditional standards of the Jew- 
ish Rabbinate. He has dedicated him- 
self to the dissemination of historic 
Judaism, as well as to Jewish scholar- 
ship. His influence has been felt 
throughout the whole Jewish com- 
munity. 

— The Bulletin of the Anshe Emet 
Chicago, 111. 
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DARK CLOUDS OVER 
PALESTINE 

DARK clouds have been hovering 
over our beloved Palestine the 
last three weeks. We had 
hoped that 1 ( >2 C ) marked the end of 
Arab brutality towards our brethren 
aspiring in peaceful fashion to the up- 
building of our National Home. But, 
alas, we were mistaken. The passions 
of these simple, illiterate folk were 
again aroused to hatred and cruelty by 
the professional Arab politicians and 
demagogues— and the Jaffa riots were 
the result. 

And yet, there is something signifi- 
cant to note in the difference between 
the riots of 1^29 and the riots of the 
past month. A hundred and fifty Jews 
lost their lives then; twenty Jews fell 
today. This is not an accidental differ- 
ence in numbers. Then — in 1929 — the 
Jewish population in Palestine was 
less than 200,000. Today it is 400,000. 
The lesson is clear and evident to ev- 
eryone. When we shall have 600,000 
Jews, still less Jews will be victims — 
even if trouble should come again. And 
when we shall have a million Jews no 
Jews will fall victim to Aral) oppo- 
sition. It is all a lesson in arithmetics, 
which Jews will have to learn if they 
truly want to solve the Jewish prob- 
lem in Palestine. 

Dark clouds they are, — but these 
clouds can and will undoubtedly pass. 
The Arab problem has been brought to 
the fore and our leaders will now con- 
centrate their efforts upon the solution 
to this vexing problem. For the Jews 
on the whole, however, there is but 
one solution, — to redouble their ef- 
forts towards the speedy upbuilding 
and development of a Jewish Palestine. 



welcome to the 
searchlight 

We are happy to welcome the first 
issue of a new, and very novel publi- 
cation, called "The Searchlight." It 
is a modest periodical, of only five 



MAY, 1936— SIVAN, 5696 



pages in mimeograph form. And yet, 
this little periodical can be, and we 
hope will he, of tremendous influence 
in warding off one of the deadliest 
dangers in this laud. 

It is published by the American 
Friends of Democracy, an organization 
of Americans of German descent who 
appreciate the curse of Naziism. The 
motto of the paper is: "American 
Germans Awake the Nazis are With- 
in Our Gate!" The purpose of the pe- 
riodical is best expressed in the intro- 
ductory article: "There is no room for 
llitlerism and bigotry in America. We 
American citizens of German origin, 
in a friendly spirit, remind our misled 
Landdeutc of their oath of allegiance 
to the American flag." 

The editors have done well in re- 
printing the letter of Carl Schurtz, 
written in 1903, with regard to the 
Kishineff massacre of Jews, in which 
one sees an altogether different type 
of German. — one true to the American 
ideals of liberty and democracy — 
speaking in terms altogether opposed 
to the spirit which animates Nazi 
Germany today. 

It is good to think that there arc 
some German Americans who have 
not become infested with the germ of 
Naziism. and that this group is de- 
termined to prevent the spread of this 
deadly disease in our own beloved land. 

We wish the Searchlight all success, 
and hope it will win many readers. 

' —I. II. L. 



OTTO A. ROSALSKY— A 
GREAT AMERICAN AND A 
GREAT JEW 

I\ T the death of Otto A. Rosalsky 
the community has lost a faithful 
servant and the Jewish people one 
of its noblest sons. He was the out- 
standing representative of the second 
generation of Jewish immigrants, the 
perfect example of the synthesis of 
Jewish traditionalism and American 
culture. 
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Otto A. Rosalsky, by his personality 
and achievements, gave complete con- 
firmation of the truth that Judaism is 
fully compatible with Americanism, 
that, in the words of the late Oscar S. 
Straus, "the American spirit and the 
Jewish spirit are in entire accord; in 
fact, they supplement one another." 

Judge Rosalsky inherited from his 
father and mother his sense of piety 
and deep sense of justice. These qual- 
ities abided with him throughout his 
life and characterized him in all his 
relations as a citizen, a Judge and a 
Jew. lie did not deem it necessary to 
depart from the ways of his fathers in 
order to obtain success. 

In his career as a Judge of the Court 
of General Sessions in New York, he 
attained a national reputation for his 
knowledge of the law, and by an even 
hand of justice which knew no fear 
nor favor. He could be stern in deal- 
ing with each problem of the criminal, 
yet full of tender sympathy for his 
plight. 

When he reached his high position 
of honor Otto A. Koalsky did not re- 
n ove himself from his brethren. He 
continued to give of himself wholly 
and unstintingly to every Jewish cause. 
With loving care, he gave succor to 
the widow and the orphan, the poor 
and the sick. He was not one of those 
who made charity his exclusive hobby. 
Every Jewish cause was close to his 
heart. 

But he was impressed with the im- 
portance of Jewish education as the 
primary necessity in Jewish life, and 
the latter years of his career were 
marked with special attention to the 
cause of the religious upbringing in 
our Yeshivas. He chose as the princi- 
pal vehicle for promotion of religious 
training the Yeshiva College and the 
Jewish Education Association. 

Judge Rosalsky's memory will re- 
main an inspiration to all who are en- 
gaged in carrying forward the many 
tasks of America's Jewry. 

— Samuel Rottenberg 
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JEWISH LABOR and JEWISH 
CAPITAL in PALESTINE 

By BERL KAZNELSON 




THE DEATH OF NAHUM 
SOKOLOW — AN IRREPAR- 
ABLE LOSS 

AS the Review goes to press the 
sad news reaches us of the sud- 
den death of one of Israels 
greatest and noblest sons — Nahum 
Sokolow. It is difficult to give ade- 
quate expression to the sense of our 
people's loss in such a hurried moment. 
Volumes can be written on the many- 
sided achievements and qualities of 
this unique Jewish figure. One of the 
most learned of Jews, versatile in 
every phase of intellectual endeavor, he 
has done more for the revival of He- 
brew literature than perhaps any other 
Jew of our generation. His "History 
of Zionism" is the classic work on 
this subject, and displays the extraor- 
dinary gifts of a great and true his- 
torian. In the field of diplomacy he 
has shown greatness and gifts com- 
parable to those of some of the great- 
est diplomats of all nations. But, above 
all, there stands out his great love for 
the Jewish people and his unswerving 
attachment to the Zionist ideal. The 
Zionist Congresses will not be the 
same without the greatness of his wis- 
dom, his eloquence and his statesman- 
ship. 

His death, coming in these trying 
days, when his counsel and labors 
were so essential, is the more tragic. 
It is an irreparable loss, and all we can 
say is: May God comfort the Jewish 
people in the great loss that she has 
suffered. 



Members of the Editorial Board 
for the Review 
Louis J. Gribetz, Chairman 
Joseph Goldberg 

Joseph Kaye 

"Dr. Israel If. Levin thai 



THERE was a time when the idea 
of Jewish labor as a vital factor 
in the upbuilding of the Home- 
land was foreign to the thinking of 
many good Zionists. For more than 
twenty years Zionists had become re- 
conciled to the type of Jewish "farmer'' 
in Palestine who lived on the fruits of 
the labors of another people. And it 
was long before the idea of Jewish 
labor finally became rooted in Zionist 
ideology. But by that time there had 
been a consummate achievement : a 
type of Jewish laborer had been evol- 
ved which had previously been incon- 
ceivable. 

A few years ago it was thought 
that there was no future for Jewish 
labor in private enterprises. Yet for 
a time it seemed to have been refuted 
by experience. We saw that industries 
and plantations based on Jewish labor 
were prospering. But the structure 
we had thought so firmly built began 
to totter and collapse at the very time 
when there was a large wave of im- 
migration. (Many of these new im- 
migrants are no conquering pioneers. 
They do not care to undergo hardships, 
to go out and toil on the land for 
twenty piasters a day). The result is 
that we have lost many vital positions 
already won by Jewish labor. Not so 
long ago the Plain of Sharon, though 
the land there is owned chiefly by pri- 
vate individuals, was an all-Jewish 
territory. It is so no longer. 

It is not in the agricultural areas 
alone (where wages are at their low- 
est level) that Jewish labor is losing 
ground. The same thing applies to the 
cities. Tel Aviv itself is no longer a 
100% Jewish labor area. In some of 
the unskilled trades, such as porterage, 
thousands of Arabs are already em- 
ployed there. Nor is Jewish industry 
in Tel Aviv employing Jewish labor 
exclusively. And in Jerusalem Arab 
labor prevails now, as it always had 
prevailed. In Haifa, the situation is 
worse than anywhere else, because it 
is an international city, and as such 
it attracts not merely local Arabs, but 
the natives of the neighboring coun- 
tries. In the towns the situation is 
still best in Tel Aviv, because by the 
time industries came to be established 
there, the workers were already well 



organized and able to defend their 
claims to employment in Jewish en- 
ter prises. 

In the Haifa region, the Keren Ka- 
yemeth has set aside a large tract for 
industrial development. This is the 
first instance where enough national 
land has been made available for the 
use of manufacturers so that they need 
not invest a good part of their capital 
in factory sites. Yet there have been 
many industrialists who prefer to spend 
hundreds of pounds per dunam so that 
they might be the owners of their 
land. They doubtless have their own 
reasons for doing so; but one of those 
reasons — though they do not admit it 
— is that on national land they would 
be obliged to employ none but Jew- 
ish labor. 

Though the Yishuv has largely in- 
creased in numbers during the past 
two years, our land holdings have di- 
minished, relatively speaking ; economic 
prospects are not so sound as they 
were; and the openings for Jewish 
labor have become scarcer. In the 
light of these developments, we must 
revert back to an idea that had appar- 
ently lost its validity, namely, that 
Jewish labor and Jewish enterprise 
can be assured only on Keren Kaye- 
meth land. I am anything but happy 
to have to renounce the hopes enter- 
tained regarding the beneficent role of 
private capital. But we are bound to 
ask first and foremost whether a given 
factor does or does not increase the 
absorptive capacity of the country, the 
possibilities for transferring masses of 
Jews to Palestine. Jewish Labor wel- 
comes the influx; of Jewish Capital 
into Palestine no less than others. But 
we cannot ignore the lesson forced on 
us by experience : that Jewish capital 
tends less and less to employ Jewish 
labor. Hence the role of national cap- 
ital becomes supremely important, as 
does the supervision of private capital 
by the national bodies, so that it may 
not be put to speculative uses or used 
to undermine the hardly won positions 
of Jewish labor. 

Settlers on private lands, however 
good their intentions toward Jewish 
labor, are apt to be influenced by one 

(Continued on t\nje 21) 
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HOW JEWISH WAS KARL MARX? 



By DR. MARK SOLITERMAN 



MARX was born in Treves, in 
the very German West. His 
father was a lawyer and when 
the French, in the Franco-German 
war. retreated, the elder Marx faced 
the dilemma of being" disbarred or 
baptized. After the death of his mother 
he chose baptism for himself and for 
his whole family. Franz Mehring tries 
to justify this act by contending that 
it was the only way to culture. There 
was no such idea in the father's mind, 
lie was moved by plain practical con- 
siderations. Karl Marx was six years 
old at that time. From both branches 
of the family he was descended from 
rabbis and could trace these forbears 
to the sixteenth century. 1 1 is mother 
was a Dutch Jewess, a good housewife, 
but a woman of little culture. She 
never learned to speak German cor- 
rectly. Like Lassalle, Marx was a 
cherished Jewish child. 

The upbringing in a baptized family 
had much to do with Marx's attitude 
towards Jews. There were no sincere 
Jewish apostates. The reason was not 
only that Jews were forced to baptism 
by persecution, but because many theo- 
logical conceptions in Christianity 
could never be accepted by one born 
in the Jewish faith. The centuries-old 
feeling accumulated in the heart of a 
lew by never ceasing persecution could 
not be washed away by the baptismal 
water. So Marx's father was only of- 
ficially a Christian. In a letter to his 
son he told him that he admitted "the 
pure belief in God," like Newton, 
Locke and Leibnitz. 

An apostate family had a special 
position in Christian society. It had to 
justify its apostasy not only to its con- 
science but also to its new coreligion- 
ists. Hence the peculiar stand which 
such a family had to take towards its 
former coreligionists. The Jews became 
"them," and the proof of sincerity was 
usually made at the Jews' expense, es- 
pecially in such a country as Germany, 
notorious through history for her Jew- 
baiting campaigns. Raymond Postage 
says that Marx's "family showed the 
usual convert's contempt for the un- 
converted." 

Marx's biographers refer to his Jew- 
ish origin according to their prejudiced 
or unprejudiced attitude towards Jews. 
Liebknecht says that Marx resented 
the humiliation of his race and records 
in his memoirs: "Twenty years later, 



when the boy had grown to be a man, 
be gave the first reply to this act of 
violence (baptism j in his pamphlet on 
the Hebrew question. And his whole 
life was a reply and a revenge." It is 
difficult to reconcile Liebknecht's state- 
ment with the facts. All that Marx 
wrote about Jews was anything but a 
detense of the Jews. In a private let- 
ter to Huge, the editor of the liberal 
Rhciuhche 7.eitttny, Marx told him 
that he was solicited by the represen- 
tative of the Jewish community to pre- 
pare a petition to the "Landtag" ( Pro- 
vincial Council) for Jewish equality, 
and he explained that "as repulsive as 
the Hebrew faith" was to him, he 
would write the petition. It was poli- 
tical expediencv which induced Marx 
to consent to this action, and not the 
sympathy with the Jewish demand. 
His conceptions of Judaism were taken 
from the theologian Hermes (1775- 
1831 ), an anti-Jewish writer, and from 
the German philosophers who depre- 
cated Judaism and the Jews. 

Some Christian biographers stress 
Marx's Jewish origin and deduce from 
it particular conclusions. So Dawson 
sees in Marx's baptism the explanation 
of his sharp criticism of Christianity. 
Yorlaender finds that Marx inherited 
the rabbinical sharp hair-splitting dia- 
lectics and some of the rabbinical style, 
that he \va> an internationalist because 
he was not rooted in the soil {bod en- 
stuendiykcit) , nor had he the perfume 
of the earth (crdcycrucli) , and that he 
had Jewish traits of which he could 
never rid himself. Otto Ruble has a 
Freudian interpretation and thinks 
Marx felt bis Jewish origin was a han- 
dicap in his life. This, he believes, ex- 
plains his hostile attitude towards Jews 
and caused him to create, as a com- 
pensation, his device, of a new social 
economic system, a system which had 
all. and did all, that Marx could not 
have and could not do. Some Jewish 
biographers are nearer to the truth 
when they say that Marx looked Jew- 
ish, was conscious of his Jewish origin, 
was prejudiced against the Jews and 
entirely disassociated himself from 
anything Jewish; whereas his con- 
temporaries, like During, thought to 
slight Marx by reminding him of his 
Jewish origin. After his death Marx's 
Jewish origin was used in Germanv 
and in other countries as a stigma 



against socialism and socialist philo- 
sophy. 

Lassalle never wrote about the Jews; 
what he said about them in his letters 
was not intended for publication. Marx 
dedicated to the Jews a couple of es- 
says. He wrote not for the Jews' sake 
but as a criticism of his friend's, Bruno 
Bauer's, philosophy. 

Bruno Bauer was a Christian theo- 
logian who became an atheist, changed 
from a right Hegelian to a left one, 
and, after being a radical, turned out 
a Bismarckian. He was known for his 
inconsistency, except as to the depreca- 
tion of the Jews and Judaism. A mind 
stuffed with theological scholasticism 
and metaphysics, he was incapable of 
rising above prejudice and ignored the 
actual facts of political and social life. 
In two essays: Die Jndenfraye and Die 
Fachiykeit dcr lieutiyen Judcii and 
C hristian frci zu wci'dcii, both publish- 
ed in 1843. he attempted to prove that 
the emancipation of the Jews was an 
impossibility. This was quite charac- 
teristic of German liberalism. Bauer's 
writings had provoked a lively discus- 
sion and Marx was induced to answer 
him. He published two replies in 1844. 
both under the same titles as that of 
Piauer's essays. The second reply was 
the most interesting, because here he 
gave his interpretion of Judaism and 
of the social position of the Jews. 

It is somewhat difficult to outline 
Marx's thoughts simply. They are dog- 
matic and full of witty parallelisms 
with words hardly to be found in the 
English vocabulary. But here arc 
Marx's main ideas concerning Judaism. 
The principles of bourgeois society 
are its practical wants and its egotism. 
The God of the practical wants is mo- 
ney. Christianity has fostered the 
growth of bourgeois society by destroy- 
ing the bonds of men. national, natural 
and ethical, and replaced them by sel- 
fish wants. Humanity has become a 
world of mutually hostile atomic indi- 
viduals. Judaism is the common appli- 
cation of Christianity. It reaches its 
climax, its highest efficiency, in the 
bourgeois world. The nationality of the 
Jew is that of the merchant, the monev 
man. The secular Jew, and not the Sab- 
bath-Jew, is the real Jew; he gives the 
content to the Jewish religion. 

{Continued on Paye 6) 
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"What is the worldly premise of 
Judaism? The practical wants, the self- 
seeking. What is the worldly worship 
of the Jew? The mean trafficking. 
What is his worldly God? Money." 

This being the character of Judaism, 
Marx shows how it corresponds mar- 
velously with the bourgeois society. 

The rule of private property and 
money holds nature in contempt, in 
practical degradation. The Bible makes 
all things objects of property. The mer- 
chant's viewpoint is that all is a mat- 
ter of traffic. The Jewish religion holds 
in contempt theory, art, history and 
man as an aim in himself, because, as 
it can be surmised logically from 
Marx's thought, these things are not 
an object of commerce. The world of 
selfishness (bourgeois society) has a 
morality and law without basis and sur- 
rounds itself by formalistic rites. The 
Jewish law is without basis and 
ground. It is a religious caricature of 
bourgeois morality and bourgeois law. 
The main art of the world of selfish- 
ness is the crafty elusion of the laws. 
The Jewish Jesuitism of the Talmud 
is exactly this attitude to the laws. The 
religion of practical wants is practical- 
ly limited to a few features. It can 
only develop in practice, not in theory, 
as practice is its truth. Judaism, being 
the religion of practical wants, is un- 
able to create a new world, because 
practical wants are selfish and do not 
expand willingly. It can only be forced 
by the evolution of social conditions. 
It must be thus assumed from Marx's 
contention that Judaism is deprived of 
any progressive ability. 

Judaism, Marx goes on, is an anti- 
social element of the present time 
(1844). It was forced to the top by 
historical evolution with the eager co- 
operation of the Jews. At this height 
it will dissolve itself. When society 
abolishes the practical spirit of Juda- 
ism, the trafficker and its principles, 
the Jew will become an impossibility, 
because his essence will have no ob- 
jective. The final conclusion in Marx's 
interpretation of Judaism is : "The e- 
mancipation of the Jew is in the final 
analysis the emancipation of humanity 
from Judaism". 

It would be idle to discuss extensive- 
ly this interpretation. It is not presen- 
ted for discussion, but for the under- 
standing of Marx's position as a 
reviler of the Jews. However, Marx 
must certainly have had the facility of 
stretching his imagination. He inter- 
preted Judaism, as the "religion of 



practical wants", declared it incapable 
of any progress and yet proclaimed it 
the main factor of capitalist upbuild- 
ing in 1844, — a religion conceived at 
the dawn of Western civilization, about 
5000 years ago! Japan, China, India, 
Asia and Africa in general should thus 
be unable to become "bourgeois soci- 
eties" because they are neither Chris- 
tian nor Jewish. On the other hand the 
Jews of Poland, Russia, the Balkans 
might be brought forward as the con- 
tradictory examples. Why being of the 
"nationality of merchants", having the 
"religion of practical wants" are they 
so poor ? Why could not they upbuild 
in those countries the "bourgeois soci- 
ety" in which they could thrive ? Marx 
found that "the practical rule of Ju- 
daism over the Christian world has 
found its unequivocal normal expres- 
sion in America, where the teaching of 
the Gospel became a matter of com- 
merce and where the bankrupt mer- 
chant does business in the Gospel in 
the same way as the evangelist in com- 
merce." How many Jews were in 
America in 1844? How much under 
the influence of Judaism was America 
in those days ? 

This philosophy of Judaism found 
many followers. Werner Sombart, in 
his work Die Judcn and das W'xrt- 
schaftslebcn, makes Marx's ideas his 
own, without, however, admitting it. 
Franz Mehring praises highly this ap- 
proach to the Jewish question. He be- 
lieves that any commentary would 
only weaken this profound interpre- 
tation of the problem. In some social- 
ist publicists the influence of Marx's 
essays can easily be discovered. But a 
former Marxist, Professor Serge Bul- 
gakov, a gentile, of Kiev, writes: 

"What was written by Marx on the 
Jewish question makes the most repug- 
nant impression on me. Nowhere has 
the icy, heartless, and therefore blind, 
onesided reasoning shown itself so 
naked as here." 

Lassalle and Marx condemned Ju- 
daism and assumed the position of 
censors of the Jews. They denied the 
existence of any progressive force in 
Judaism and deemed it utterly opposed 
to their philosophy of social justice. 
They did not realize that they were 
glaringly Jewish in that respect and 
that they proceeded directly from the 
Biblical tradition. Is not the Messiah 
the greatest progressive thought of hu- 
manity ? Is it not that the most tragic 
cry for justice? Their Jewish birth 
was a factor in the philosophy of Las- 



salle and Marx. An oppressed Jew 
feels deeper the rot of a decaying or- 
der. Can there be any stronger driving 
force to radical idealism than oppres- 
sion ? 

In the criticism of Judaism, both, 
Lassalle and Marx, proceed from the 
Jew-reviling tradition of the German 
philosophy, being particularly influen- 
ced by Hegel and Feuerbach. Could 
not Marx, who finds the mystery of 
Judaism in the Jew, see that the mys- 
tery of the German philosophy about 
Jews lay in the Germans who formula- 
ted it? Was it not the spiritualization 
of a social fact? It was the philosophy 
of an arrogant, privileged majority, 
displaying its assumed superiority be- 
fore a humiliated and oppressed minor- 
ity. It is the lot of a minority to see 
its talents carried away by the majority 
and to be told that its welfare is only 
a small part of the general welfare, 
by which is meant after all, the wel- 
fare not of the whole people, but of 
the majority. It was also the privilege 
of the German Jewish community to 
receive the mud thrown at it by its 
own Germanized sons. It was the ef- 
fect of the intimate assimilation with 
German culture, of the absorption of 
German political and social ethics. 

Marx considered the German war 
against Denmark as the right of civili- 
zation against barbarism. This right 
he proclaimed higher than treaties, be- 
cause it was the right of historical de- 
velopment. He branded the Slavonic 
peoples as reactionary and hoped that 
a world war would wipe them out. He 
admitted hatred of Russians as the 
main revolutionary passion of Germans, 
and affirmed that the struggle for the 
German revolution would be done by 
terror against the Slavonic nations. Is 
there much difference between these 
declamations and the pan-Germanic 
threats ? 

Great political leaders of Jewish de- 
scent in other countries, like only 
Beaconsfield and Cremieux, had a dif- 
ferent attitude towards the Jews be- 
cause the ethics of their countries were 
different, Lassalle and Marx were ut- 
terly Teutonic in the unpleasant mean- 
ing of the word. 

Although they were intellectual ge- 
niuses, they did not contribute to the 
Hebrew inheritance, nor to the hard 
struggle for the enfranchisement of the 
Jews. They made themselves alien to 
the Jewish community and took a hos- 
tile attitude towards Jews and Juda- 
(Continucd on Page 21) 
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TESTIMONIALS TO THE NEWER RUSSIA 



CORRESPONDENCE TO THE REVIEW 

from M. AVINADOV 

( Second Article) 



I WILL now call on some other wit- 
nesses, those whose tale seems to 
sound a different tone, that of a 
positive faith in New Russia. 

A rather young lady physician had 
the misfortune of losing her husband 
a few years ago and soon afterward 
her eldest child. Both died in tragic 
circumstances. While clinging to her 
remaining little girl, and toiling for 
her support, life left very little sweet- 
ness for her. And yet, to any attempt 
of her American relatives to get her 
out of Russia her answer has always 
been a positive refusal. Why? Because 
she cannot even imagine the possibility 
of living in peace with oneself outside 
of Russia. "After all, we struggled for 
a better world to live in, and we have 
already bright hopes for a future. My 
misfortune — -it is the results of my own 
poor luck, and I am blaming no one for 
it. But what little good I have in life 
is due to the new order of things in 
our country. See, I am but a woman, 
and yet how much my government aid- 
ed me in expressing myself ! I am cur- 
ing, preventing sickness, writing, lec- 
turing and generally contributing my 
bit to the general good. Nowhere will I 
feel as free and at peace with myself 
as in our Socialistic state. It is for you, 
foreigners, to envy us, and, learn to 
live in the light of our ideals." 

At the homes of friends in Moscow 
I have listened to many a recital of 
struggles and hardships caused by the 
upheaval, but in all those there was a 
feeling of satisfaction with the final 
results. One woman told me this story : 
She was born and raised in a poor fam- 
ily and had therefore began work early 
in life to help her parents. Her ideal 
was to study, but she saw no way of 
obtaining an education. She married, 
became mother to two children, and her 
husband and she both worked to gain 
a mere subsistance. Only with the ad- 
vent of the revolution were new ave- 
nues of life and learning opened to 
them. To be sure, they continued work- 
ing, but under much better conditions. 
They were given every opportunity for 
study and after four years, both hus- 
band and wife found themselves grad- 
uated engineers in the employ of the 
government, he on the railway, she in 
the electric station. Her husband's 
father and sister are in America, evi- 
dently happy, but as to themselves, 



they are, to say the least, satisfied with 
their mother country and have no long- 
ings for a change, 

* * * 

A brother and sister are living to- 
gether in a rather large but very mo- 
destly furnished room in a southern 
port city. She is the secretary in some 
concern, he is employed in the Secret 
Service of the city railway. I inquired 
about the nature of his work and the 
purpose of his bureau. After some 
hesitation he told me this : "The inner 
enemy" of the present government is 
glad of any opportunity to cause havoc 
in the country. Many enroll as em- 
ployees and workers with the sole pur- 
pose of secret undermining, sabotaging 
and of inflicting all sorts of malicious 
interference. The work of the secret 
bureau is to watch over all workers, 
high and low, to examine any mishap 
with the object not only of discover- 
ing the guilty person, but of the na- 
ture of the deed, whether it was a mat- 
ter of mere carelessness, or the result 
of premeditated planning. 'AVe have 
succeeded," he said with pride, "in 
clearing the names of our department. 
We are far, however, from feeling 
confident and at rest." This "inner 
enemy," according to him, — and I have 
heard this opinion reiterated in various 
places — is the sorest spot on the body 
of young Russia. He feels happy, 
therefore, with both, the responsibility 
put upon him by government, and the 
chance given him to help directly in the 
building of the new economic order. 

* * * 

A very near member of my family 
said: "You, who knew me rich once 
upon a time, wonder at my content- 
ment in the capacity of a humble work- 
er. I have paid dearly for my former 
wealth, but I am now not only habitu- 
ated to my new state but actually satis- 
fied and happy and would refuse any 
change if it were offered to me." 

This man had been a builder. He 
had been constantly worried by finan- 
cial difficulties and misunderstandings 
with labor. Today he is at peace with 
himself and his conscience. He be- 
lieves that what a man strives for most 
is to provide for one's family and one's 
own old age. All this is gained now 



in a much easier and ready way through 
the help of the government. His wages 
are assured and on time. His wife is 
working and adding to the income. 
One son is an engineer and married, 
the other two are both studying, and 
the eldest is even subsidized by the 
government. Last year he was ill for 
several months, but received his wages 
regularly and without reduction. After 
he recovered he was granted a free 
trip to and stay at a sanitarium in one 
of the Caucasian resorts. Because of 
all this he looks forward to his future 
with confidence, praying only for health 
and peace. 

* * * 
One evening in Kiev, as I was sur- 
rounded by the circle of my nearest 
family members, I was honored by 
the visit of an old friend and distant 
relative. His arrival interrupted the 
conversation and some of those pres- 
ent lowered their voices and changed 
the topic which held our attention at 
the moment. To me there was nothing 
astonishing in the fact that a friend 
of my youth, who had visited my fa- 
ther's house numberless times, who had 
spent many a night with me actually 
in one bed, should meet me again after 
a separation of close to a quarter of a 
century. 

My family, however, knew that this 
man had risen high in official life and 
exerted enormous influence in the gov- 
ernment. Hence they felt a thrill mixed 
with some unwarranted fear at his 
sudden appearance. 

To be sure, his visit pleased me and 
I made good use of it by asking him 
many a question concerning things 
which lay near my heart. He had al- 
ways been an internationalist and the 
Zionist movement never interested 
him. Even now the Yiddish cultural 
activities in some quarters of Russian 
Jewry left him rather indifferent. 
However, he listened eagerly to the 
Jewish news about which I had to re- 
late, and even tried to brush up on his 
long-forgotten knowledge of Hebrew. 
According to him there is no direct op- 
position to the learning of Hebrew in 
Russia except that there is no demand 
for it in the actual life of the masses. 
Yiddish is lavishly supported by the 
(Continued on Page 8) 
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government. Hebrew is considered as 
having its origin in Jewish religion 
onlv. and at its best was used only by 
the few. Yiddish, however, was and 
is still used in even-day life by mil- 
lions of people. According to him 
many an evil that has befallen this or 
that movement was unavoidable in the 
course of the revolution, but gradually, 
with the normalization of life, many 
wrongs have been rectified and there 
is evidence of continuous improve- 
ment. 1 ventured a minor question : 
"What's your salary?" "600 roubles 
per month", was his reply. I was 
pleasantly surprised. This sum, about 
$20.00. is earned in Russia by ma in- 
ordinary workers, and is even ac- 
cording to Russian standards of liv- 
ing very low. Yet this was the pay re- 
ceived by this man. who controls the 
work of nearly 2000 employees. In 
this simple fact the great trend toward 
equality in Russia was revealed to me, 
in spite of the many instances of in- 
equality with which I met during my 
stay there. 

* * * 

A similar instance was encountered 
bv me in Leningrad in the course of a 
tour of the famous fortress of Peter 
and Paul. I met there a gentleman in 
uniform who was himself touring the 
place for the first time, and puzzled by 
some of my questions he offered expla- 
nations concerning the treatment of 
prisoners by new Russia. He was a 
few, assistant chief of police of O- 
dessa, spending his vacation in a sani- 
tarium which was formerly the Czar's 
village. "Whatever one can argue 
against the revolution", he said, "we 
Jews have gained immensely in what 
was our main ideal, equality. Could 
vbu imagine a Jew formerly in anything 
like my position? And I am not the 
only one.'' 

The evidence of the complete eman- 
cipation of the Jew in Russia is be- 
yond doubt, and one can only rejoice 
over it. As to the loss of and complete 
failure of Jewishness or Judaism, there 
was no use arguing these points with 
this man. who was after all a perfect 
stranger to me. I could find no willing 
ear nor understanding for my views, 
among people who were really close 
to me. 1 asked him at the end of our 
talk to direct me to my hotel. This he 
could not do being himself a visitor in 
the city, so he brought me to the near- 
est policeman for inquiry. "I beg your 
pardon, tavaristch," he began, and af- 
ter explaining his request both exam- 
ined the director) manual. "Thanks, 



tavaristch", the assistant chief of po- 
lice said finally. For five long minutes 
I had stood dumbfounded, watching 
this little scene. It portrayed to me in 
a most unmistakable manner the great 
change in human relationship which 
took place in revolutionary Russia. 
Whoever lived in Russia in the days of 
the Czar will remember the feeling of 
lordship and mastery which the sim- 



HUMBLE HOST 

In His own image made He us 

To live upon this earth. 
Each human form a sacred shrine 

Where sorrow tempers mirth. 

Tho flowers lend their fragrant spice 
That sweetness may abound, 

And graceful trees and singing birds 
Our mortal lives surround. 

We squander youth and loveliness 
Like so much ill-got wealth, 

Forgetting we are host to Him 
Who gives us life and health. 

— I yd a H irs h Levitt 



THE JEW 

The Jew has flourished down the ages 

And lights the truth on golden ages ; 
Although pursued by hate and malice, 

With bitter dregs within his chalice, 
He yet plods on through fields of glory, 

Repeating now the same old story : 
That hope and love and work and right 

Shall wear and win in every fight. 

— William Joyce 



plest officers would show to those be- 
low them, and the fear and submiss- 
iveness which the subordinate would 
evidence. To behold therefore, a state 
of equality, of normal human attitudes, 
between a chief of police and a plain 
traffic officer was enough to arouse 
wonder and gratitude. 

* * * 

The following incident took place on 
my return voyage, after I was outside 
the limits of U. S. S. R. The passen- 
gers on board ship felt free to discuss 
their impressions of Russia, praising 
and criticizing as they pleased.' The* 
major point of dissatisfaction voiced 



by nearly all those present was the lack 
of freedom of speech and press. Some 
of the passengers were Russian officials 
traveling abroad on some special mis- 
sion. While listening attentively to the 
general conversation they did not care 
to take part in it. When, however, the 
last topic was brought up one of them 
could hold aloof no longer. He opened 
a Russian newspaper printed by the 
"whites" in Paris, and pointing to 
some malicious statement concerning 
the state of affairs in the "red" Mo- 
therland, he said: "Can you imagine 
what sort of influence this material 
would have on the minds of our simple 
citizenry ? Our peasant is not ripe as 
yet for free, deliberate thinking and 
judging. Unlike the American or Eu- 
ropean average citizen he is but a no- 
vice on the path of culture and is liable 
to be easily impressed by the strong 
words of a demagogue. How can you 
expect us to allow complete freedom 
of press and speech at this early state 
of our development? As a matter of 
fact our press and meetings abound in 
self-criticism but it is of a constructive 
character based upon real needs". 

This familiar reply satisfied some 
listeners but it failed to satisfy me. 
The history of mankind, philosophically 
speaking, presents a struggle between 
the individual and the state. The para- 
mount achievement of the modern age, 
was the complete liberation of the in- 
dividual, as far as thought and speech 
was concerned, from any authoritative- 
ness. In the face of today's dictator- 
ship our only consolation is that in the 
long run the individual is bound to 
liberate himself for the benefit of so- 
ciety as a whole. This has been his- 
torically proven, as witness the Athen- 
ian Sophism and philosophy in the 
Ancient period, the Reformation at the 
close of the Middle Ages and the Re- 
naissance at the beginning of the Mod- 
ern period in history. 

Meanwhile, the Russian government 
is doing its best to raise the cultural 
standard of the population and to 
build its industry, with a view to be- 
coming independent of the other coun- 
tries. If successful. Russia may yet 
startle the world with a freedom which 
so far has been only dreamed of. 
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"-THE BUSINESS OF THE ORTHODOX JEWS, 
NOT of the PEOPLE of the STATE of NEW YORK" 

JUSTICE PHILIP J. McCOOK'S NOTABLE DECISION IN THE KASHRUTH CASE 



OXE of the oldest enactments, 
pronounced by Moses himself. 
3.400 years ago, relates to 
food. The dietary laws are mandatory 
in form, and traditionally regarded as 
a cornerstone of the faith. What may 
he eaten is denominated "kosher,"' an 
adjective whose corresponding noun is 
hush rut h. From time immemorial the 
religious duty of every orthodox Jew, 
and preeminently of the rabbi, has 
been to obey, enforce and safeguard 
the principle ot kashruth. Every detail 
originally mentioned has been repeated- 
ly passed upon by commentators. Some 
ot the specifications may seem strange 
to the Gentile observer, but on closer 
examination are found based upon 
either hygiene for the people or mercy 
for the humbler creatures. 

Since the wholesomeness of an ar- 
ticle of food is of obvious importance, 
its selection, inspection and preparation 
are to be closely scrutinized. Animals 
must be handled and killed only in cer- 
tain way and under rabbinic directory 
supervision. Ritual slaughtering of 
schechita is performed by a scliochct. 
Since continuous attendance by any 
one rabbi at any one market is impos- 
sible, certain duties are delegated to 
subordinate supervisors. Each of these 
three, rabbi, schochet and supervisor, is 
regarded as filling a sacred office. By 
reason of the issur a new functionary, 
the ploinbercr or seal affixer has been 
designated, usually in the person of a 
supervisor. 

The history ot the case ma}- be sum- 
marized bv the following chronology, 
all in 1934: 

July and August — A series of meet- 
ings in the City Hall and elsewhere, 
called at the request of a committee 
of fifty orthodox rabbis chosen by the 
Mayor or the President of the Board 
ot Aldermen, and attended by rabbis 
and laymen, schochtim, poultry men 
and commission merchants, discusses 
alleged abuses in the slaughter and sale 
ot poultry, the economic situation of 
the participants, and the need of re- 
form. The Mayor appoints a lay me- 
diator who holds conferences with dit- 
tereut groups. The committee oi fifty 
■-elects a committee of twelve on ua\s 
and means. 



The following is part of the decision 
in the Kashruth tr al, written by Su- 
preme Court Justice McCook. It con- 
cludes the resume of this famous legal 
action that the Review has been pub- 
lishing. The court records were made 
available by the attorney for the New 
York Kashruth A ssociation, Louis J. 
Gribetz, and his associate, Lester 
Lyons. 



August 30 — The mediator reports 
with recommendations. 

September 25 — Meeting of the so- 
called United Rabbinate, a loosely or- 
ganized assembly of the rabbis of 
Greater New York, hears and discusses 
the mediator's report and adopts reso- 
lutions approving the principle of the 
issur and calling for the appointment 
of a Beth Din or court. 

( )ctober A — The committee of twelve, 
after a meeting with the defendant's 
representatives, appoints a committee 
of three, which selects and notifies a 
Beth Din of twenty-three. 

October 9 — First session of the Beth 
Pin of twenty-three, which after dis- 
cussion of the situation decides to pre- 
pare an issue. 

October 20 — Issur drafted, submit- 
ted, discussed, revised and adopted by 
Beth Din of twenty-three. 

( )ctober 22 — Meeting of market men 
and rabbis. Issur discussed but without 
agreement. 

October 2-1 — Meeting of the Rabbin- 
ical Board of Greater Xew York, the 
largest local association of rabbis. Is- 
sur discussed and the issur adopted by 
Betli Din of twenty-three approved. 

October 29 — Meeting of the United 
Rabbinate of the City of Xew York, 
with a roll call of 21S> recorded as pre- 
sent at the opening. The issur is read, 
discussed, voted upon and adopted. 

November 5 By general invitation 
and upon public announcement, the is- 
sur is promulgated in Norfolk Street 
Synagogue. 

Later in November— The schochtim 
are called together and accept the is- 
sur. 

Much criticism has been voiced oi 



the motive given for these various occa- 
sions. Several means were adopted, in- 
cluding, notably, mailed letters, word 
of mouth and advertisement in the 
Jewish press. In particular the defend- 
ant proved full notice of the general 
meetings for rabbis of September 25 
and October 29, which marked, re- 
spectively, the official institution of 
proceedings looking to an issur, and 
their close in the adoption of the issur 
presented by the Beth Din. The com- 
bination of written notice and publica- 
tion in newspapers with a circulation 
among those peculiarly, interested of 
approximately 226,146, presumably 
read by three times that number of or- 
thodox Jews, advised the religious 
community, including the rabbis, of an 
intention to take measures for the en- 
actment of the form and kind of reli- 
gious ordinance which was final lv 
adopted. Xo interested party had an 
excuse for ignorance of what was go- 
ing on. Applying criteria accepted in 
corresponding circumstances under our 
own law and rules, J find that ade- 
quate notice was given at each import- 
ant stage to all concerned. 

Plaintiff has gone so far as to as- 
sert that, independent of actual or con- 
structive notice, the proceedings thus 
far were defective unless every con- 
gregation in Greater Xew York be 
shown to have participated in them, 
either by its rabbi or through a lay 
representative duly authorized for the 
purpose. No reliable authority for such 
assertion is produced. To be sure, this 
court entertained some expert testi- 
mony to that general effect, but it 
broke down under cross-examination, 
either because detached from its con- 
text or contrary to the weight of evi- 
dence or both. Certainly present dav 
jurisprudence would regard the impo- 
sition of any such obligation as incom- 
patible with the practical administra- 
tion of justice. 

Plaintiff has emphasized the failure 
of the United Rabbinate itself to ap- 
point the court which drew up and 
adopted the issur, but has failed to in- 
dicate an} - provision of the Jewish law 
compelling it. Final judgment was ren- 
dered, not In the Beth Din of twcnU- 
tlnee which in ellect was an iiiteiine- 
{Contiuitcd on next 1'uye) 
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diate advisor, but by tbe whole body 
of rabbis present when the vote of the 
United Rabbinate was taken. The court 
received no testimony in the sense of 
hearing outside witnesses because not 
required to do so. 

Too much attention has perhaps been 
given to the matter of testimony and 
other specific evidence before this com- 
mittee or court, too little to a situation 
which amounted to an agreed state- 
ment of facts so that the presentation 
of proof was relatively unimportant. 
As a result, of course, the chief func- 
tion of the Beth Din became that of 
law-finding rather than fact-finding. 

Under the Jewish authorities we dis- 
cover nothing to prevent members of 
the court from being judges and wit- 
nesses also. and. like the other tribunal 
of tbe United Rabbinate, it could ap- 
parently accept hearsay evidence. 
There were no parties to the proceed- 
ings we are now engaged in scrutiniz- 
ing and, therefore, bias or preposses- 
sion, assuming any were found, were 
no bar to sitting in judgment. There is 
already seen to exist a great and fun- 
damental difference betweeen the trial 
of a religious question and the litiga- 
tion of a controversy between man and 
man. Impartial, as between what he 
deems right and what he deems wrong, 
a pious Jew could scarcely be in the 
former case; ex liypothcsi, he must 
take sides. 

This Supreme Court has before it 
no evidence that up to the date of the 
issur the plaintiff was a party to the 
proceedings or singled out in any way 
for personal attack. It was a defend- 
ant only in the sense that during the 
conduct of a public religious cause like 
this every member of the community, 
including the rabbis themselves, was 
deemed worthy of criticism because 
such conditions had been so long per- 
mitted to remain. 

The law of the Jews, like most laws, 
presupposes a judge free from sordid 
motives connected with the case. Pos- 
sibly a few members of the two prin- 
cipal tribunals which passed upon the 
main question had unworthy individual 
motives, but that is far from discredit- 
ing either body. Here again must al- 
ways be borne in mind the distinction, 
already referred to, between the purely 
religious and the personal types of 
trial. Besides, motive is a very diffi- 
cult matter to analyze. Like any other 
human being, in order to live and func- 
tion, he needs food, clothing and shel- 
ter and therefore money, though sup- 
posed as a judge to disregard and even 



despise such considerations. It would 
be too much to expect him as a man 
to ignore a prospect (which, by the 
way, does not appear to have been 
fully realized) of wider employment at 
better pay ; and it would be quixotic to 
press such a point against his qualifi- 
cations as a judge. To do so would be 
senselessly to impugn the motives of 
all rabbis and impair their dignity. The 
absurdity of attempting to impose any 
such narrow standard or test appeared 
upon the trial before this Supreme 
Court in listening to the testimony of 
the learned clergy. Will anyone ven- 
ture to say that the plaintiff's experts 
showed more disinterestedness than 
those called by defendant ? 

No serious flaw, then, appears in the 
procedure so far, and we turn to the 
formal and substantial regularity of 
the decree itself. 

The plaintiff's witnesses asserted 
that this is the first issur promulgated 
within the memory of living man, but 
its counsel brought out on the cross- 
examination of one of defendant's wit- 
nesses what looks like inconsistent evi- 
dence. Recourse at great length was 
had to the earlier authorities. It would 
be fruitless to give these citations pro 
and con, and the court contents itself 
with finding that the plaintiff, upon 
whom the burden of proof rested, has 
been unable to show that the document 
in suit was irregular in form. The best 
view appears to be that while issurim 
are usually found to have been ultim- 
ately reduced to writing, that fact is 
attributable to the advisability of iden- 
tifying and perpetuating an important 
oral proclamation. So regarded, the 
writing, and the verification by signa- 
ture of witnesses, become matters of 
proof, technically superfluous if, as 
here, other proof is available. 

In substance, the issur, after reciting 
the facts found, the principles main- 
tained and the conclusions reached, 
forbids the faithful from selling or 
buying poultry not slaughtered and 
sealed in accordance with its terms, 
prohibits scliochtim, under penalty of 
disqualification, from participating in 
schccliita of any kind unless agreeably 
to the issur, urges rabbis to conform, 
nullifies the rulings of non-conformers, 
and proclaims them rebel sons. These 
provisions, and particularly the ones 
which can be classified as bans, are 
strongly attacked. The answer in each 
instance is substantially the same — that 
the duty of rabbis to safeguard or 
hedge the faith, and thus schechita has 
never been questioned ; that even con 
liscation, and thus any lesser penalty, 



including what has. in the form of a 
(later) fixed price for the seal of one 
cent, been characterized as a tax, is 
authorized when found necessary in 
the course of providing such safe- 
guard ; that the permanence and seem- 
ing finality of the prohibition and the 
ban are justified by similar necessity 
and have precedents behind them ; that 
previous opportunity was given all to 
conform; that some did conform in 
advance and those who did not, as for 
example the scliochtim, and the plain- 
tiff itself, had later opportunity to ac- 
quiesce as evidenced by the agreements 
they signed. The plaintiff's authorities 
as to the right of repentance do not 
apply. There is testimony in addition 
to the effect that even now, were the 
United Rabbinate or the Beth Din to 
be convinced that an error or injustice 
had been committed, and appeal for 
reconsideration is still in order. 

Perhaps the participation of the de- 
fendant in the preliminary proceedings 
and its appointment (in the issur) as 
secular agent of the United Rabbinate 
and the court for enforcing the edict 
require brief separate attention. Is it 
proper under the Jewish law to name 
such a secular agent, and especially 
this non-religious body? The defend- 
ant's witnesses say yes, if justified by 
necessity, and that this necessity has 
been established. The plaintiff has not 
established the contrary and so fails 
on this point. 

More than fourteen months have 
passed since the issur was proclaimed 
to New York Jewry as the law of the 
community. A relatively small propor- 
tion of the rabbis have placed them- 
selves in opposition meantime, but 
none of them rose on October 29 to re- 
gister dissent, though some may have 
left the room. Even plaintiff's chief 
expert witness actively participated in 
the ceremony on November 5. Solemn- 
ly garbed for the purpose he convoked 
the assemblage in his own synagogue 
and offered the opening prayer for the 
success of the venture. True, consider- 
able difference of opinion was from 
the first expressed as to the wisdom 
and policy of enforcing the seal re- 
quirement, but no evidence has been 
offered that in October or November, 
1934, the least objection was made by 
any responsible person to the regular- 
ity of the procedure adopted or the 
validity of the decree. I conclude that 
the technical objections interposed for 
the present trial are after-thoughts. On 
the whole case I hold that the result 
was at the time acquiesced in, and it 
(Continued uu Page 22) 
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ENRICHING JEWISH SCHOLARSHIP 

A REVIEW OF TWO NEW BOOKS 



'The Tractates Kallah," edited 
from various manuscripts, with 
.Votes cud I utroditctiou , bx Dr. 
Michael Higger, X. V. 1936. 

THOUGH this work is of special 
interest to students of Rabbinic 
literature, all of us at the Center 
will find some interest in its publication 
because of the fact that its author is 
one of tbe faculty of our own Institute 
of Jewish Studies for Adults. Dr. Hig- 
ger is one of the most diligent workers 
in the field of Talmudic literature in 
America. He has already enriched our 
knowledge in that field through the 
publication of a number of " volumes 
that have won for him high praise 
from the most renowned of our Jew- 
ish scholars both here and abroad. 

Dr. Higger has chosen for his spe- 
cial research the Extra-Canonical 
Tractates of the Talmud, known as the 
Masektot Kctauot, the smaller tract- 
ates, which though found in our pre- 
sent editions of the Talmud, were not 
part of it originally. They occupy the 
same relationship to the Talmud as 
does the Apocrypha to the Bible. 

The Tractate Kallah now published 
by him includes both tractates by that 
name, the shorter one of only a single 
chapter, and Kallali Rabbati, the longer 
tractate, consisting of ten chapters. 
These treat, as the name implies, of 
marital relations, the duties of chastity 
in marriage and in general life, and in- 
clude also many beautiful teachings 
and aphorisms on other ethical duties. 

What makes this edition especially 
valuable to students of the Talmud is 
the profound introduction written in 
Hebrew, which takes up about half of 
the hook and in which the author 
makes a thorough and critical analysis 
of the text, its relationship to the other 
Talmudic books, the sources of its 
teachings. In the notes that are append- 
ed to the text he gives us the varia- 
tions in the reading's of the various 
manuscripts still extant. 

All in all, the work displays that fine 
erudition and the painstaking diligence 
which mark all tin- literary efforts of 
this true Jewish scholar, Dr. Higger. 



By DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 

"Pharisaic Judaism in Transition" 
— by Dr. Ben 7Jou Bokscr. Block 
Publishing Co.. X. Y '., 1935 

This scholarly work is also of inter- 
est to our Centerites because its au- 
thor. Dr. Ben Zion Bokser, lectured for 
two years in our Institute of Jewish 
Studies for Adults. It is a critical study 
of the life, times and teachings of Rab- 
bi Eliezer Ben Hvrcanus. known as R. 



The Song Immutable 

By Philip M. Raskin 

THEY tell me the day of the love- 
song is over, 
Old whims and old vows are left in 

the gloom ; 
Changed are the ways of love and 
lover, 

Changed as the ways of the wheel and 
the loom. 

Love is no longer a rose and a thistle; 
The garden made way for the mill and 
the mart ; 

Passion is vowed between whistle and 
whistle, 

The rhythm of hammers replacing the 
heart. 

They tell me — But I . . . crave their 
pardon — 

Spring, as of yore, will lure and laugh ; 
And shop and mill will turn to garden, 
When love, the magician, wields his 
staff. 

Xor the roar of the wheel, its clang 

and clamor, 
Xor the boom of the mart is loud 

enough, 

Xor the peal, nor the swell, nor the 

clash of the hammer, 
To quell the vow and the whisper ot 

love. 



Eliezer the Great, one of the sages of 
Israel in the crucial period after the 
destruction of Jerusalem by Rome. 
But the author does something more 
than give us a mere account of the 
Rabbi's activities and teachings. He 
gives us a picture of the social and 
economic life of his times and shows 
us how R. Eliezer 's teachings were 



motivated by these conditions. Dr. 
Bokser proves by means of a penetrat- 
ing analysis of his teachings, how the 
conservative attitude of R. Eliezer was 
largely dictated by his economic status, 
for he was a landowner and a member 
of the aristocratic class. 

The book is of special value to those 
interested in the history and develop- 
ment of Jewish law and doctrine. Here 
is a period in our history that required 
reconstruction and reinterpretation of 
our entire religious structure. The 
Temple and Jerusalem were destroyed. 
From a people living in its own land, 
the Jews became transformed into a 
people scattered to the four corners of 
the earth. It was due to the statesman- 
like vision and to the liberal concep- 
tion of the leaders of Pharisaism that 
these changes were brought about, and 
so gave permanence to the Jewish peo- 
ple and to the Jewish faith. The Phar- 
isees worked out a technique of recon- 
ciling the new development with loy- 
alty to tradition, which enabled them 
to undertake the far-reaching adjust- 
ments in Jewish life which the new 
conditions demanded. 

But this process was opposed in large 
measure by R. Eliezer the Great. Rig- 
idly conservative in his conception of 
piety and social doctrine, he became 
the champion of a static jurisprudence. 

Though his voice carried great 
weight, the liberal attitude of the Phar- 
isees was victorious, to the great ad- 
vantage of Jewish life and thought. 

Dr. Bokser gives a critical analysis 
of this important contest, and endea- 
vors to prove the novel thesis that R. 
Eliezer was influenced in his conser- 
vative views by his class interest. Be- 
ing a great landowner, a member of 
the rich or upper class, it was but na- 
tural that he taught a theology popular 
with the members of his class, that he 
championed the interests of agriculture 
and the rights of property, and was 
ever read)' to oppose all change in jur- 
isprudence. 

In our age, when we are faced with 
the same problem that faced the Jews 
in the clays of Eliezer, the problem of 
reconstructing Jewish life and teach- 
ings, such historic studies as the one 
uttered us by Dr. Bokser are of the 
greatest value and significance. 
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TRIBUTES TO DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL A 

ANNIVERSARY OF HIS ASSI 



THE Rcznczc publishes below a di- 
gest of the addresses delivered at 
the event celebrating the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of Dr. Israel Levin- 
thal's service in the American ministry. 

The celebration was held on Thurs- 
day evening, April 23rd in the pres- 
ence of a large gathering which filled 
the spacious synagogue of the Center. 
Presiding was Mr. Samuel Rottenberg, 
Honorary President of the institution 
who headed the committee in charge 
of arrangements for the celebration. 
Rabbi Jacob Levinson, of the Congre- 
gation Chovevei Torah, delivered the 
opening prayer in Hebrew. The greet- 
ings of Brooklyn Jewish Alinisters As- 
sociation were brought by its Presi- 
dent, Rabbi Abraham AI. Heller. Jus- 
tice Edward Lazansky followed with 
an address on behalf of the Jewish 
community following which Rev. Alan 
AI. Fairbank presented the greetings 



RABBI B. L. LEVINTHAL 

YOU will readily understand that 
it is most difficult for me to 
speak this evening. When one 
is almost overcome with joy the words 
are not easily summoned. I might be- 
gin with a blessing for my son — but, 
because both he and I are Kohanhn, 
the blessing comes from Zion. The 
Kohan is blessed from God. 

Aly son has been blessed. From 
earl}" childhood he displayed talent, 
and always he was devoted to Juda- 
ism. I need not go into detail ; other 
people have praised him. I, on the 
contrary, have no need to praise him, 
since I am blessed in being his father. 
When a son has surpassed his father 
both in influence and activity, the fa- 
ther is overjoyed. I thank the Al- 
mighty God that in my old age I see 
my son taking his place in the ances- 
tral chain. 

I have been a Rabbi for fifty years. 
The difference between the twenty- 
five year's service rendered by my son, 
and the service rendered by our family 
for hundreds of years, is great. The 
work of the rabbi then consisted only 
in studying. Today much action is re- 
flected of him. The last twenty-five 
years made such great demands upon 
a Rabbi ; he had to be wise, a courage- 
ous leader, and able to defend his ac- 
tions. 



of the non-Jewish citizens of the Bor- 
ough. The Jewish Theological Semin- 
ary of America was represented by 
Prof. Louis Finkelstein. The evening's 
most impressive scene was the presen- 
tation of the aged father of the guest 
of honor, the chief rabbi of Phila- 
delphia, Rabbi Bernard L. Levinthal. 
His address in Yiddish was given tre- 
mendous applause by the audience. 
The president of the Center, Air. Jos- 
eph AI. Schwartz extended the greet- 
ings of the institution following which 
Dr. Levinthal replied to the tributes 
paid to him during the evening. The 
concluding prayer was delivered by 
Rabbi Simon Finkelstein of Ohar Sho- 
lom Synagogue. The musical program 
was rendered by Rev. Samuel Kantor 
and Alaxim Brodyn. 

A reception in the auditorium con- 
cluded the evening's festivities. 



My son, your Rabbi, is one of the 
great leaders who interprets the word 
of God and Torah. And he has been 
helped in his glorious work by his be- 
loved wife. 

I want to bless all the members of 
this Congregation, as it is in this Con- 
gregation that so much of his influence 
has been felt. I want to thank all the 
people who work with Dr. Levinthal, 
and to my son I say, "Go forward in 
this path!" 

* * * 

By Hon. Edward Lazansky 

WHEN began the career so 
greatly admired, the subject 
of tonight's delightful tri- 
bute, the world was at peace. For the 
ordinary person then to have predicted 
that there was likelihood of war would 
have rendered him liable to be charg- 
ed with possessing an unbalanced mind. 
There seemed to be good reason to 
believe and hope that international 
disputes would be settled by peaceful 
means and that war was banished from 
men's thoughts for all time. There 
were very few indeed who suspected 
that in the summer of 1914 the most 
terrible of wars in the history of the 
world would commence and that the 
nations of the world would be in con- 
flict. It did, however, happen, as often 
does the unexpected. Millions of lives 



Dr. Israel H. 
Levinthal and his 
distinguished 
fatlicr, Rabbi 
Bernard L. 
Levinthal 



were sacrificed ; millions of dollars 
worth of property destroyed ; and at 
this costly price the people of the 
world were led fondly to hope at the 
end that it load been made safe for 
democracy — that for which this coun- 
try, at any rate, fought. It was a ter- 
rific price to pay for such an end, 
which otherwise could have been ob- 
tained without the shedding of a drop 
of blood. Peace was declared, a peace 
that all mankind expected would be 
one from which a real lesson of bro- 
therly love would be learned. Just as 
before the war, so after it, was it de- 
clared that international differences 
would be settled by discussions and 
conferences, not by bullets and poison 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE TWENTY- FIFTH 
OPTION OF THE RABBINATE 




(By courtesy of The Day) 



gas. Autocrats had been driven from 
all the countries of Europe. Indivi- 
dual liberty was to be the watchword. 
Despite these hopes and expectations 
the eighteen years since the war have 
been a period of international unrest 
and dissatisfaction. National and indi- 
vidual obligations have been renoun- 
ced. There have been political and 
economic upheavals. Liberty has been 
replaced by dictatorships ; the inarch 
of civilization has been halted and the 
hands of time turned back centuries. 
As before, so since the war, — material 
interests are in the saddle. Instead of 
the peace that was predicted, a war is 
now being waged in Africa and threat- 
ens in other places. Yet what nations 



are making a real, effective protest? 
Liberty abroad has vanished under the 
heel of dictators. Rights of minorities 
have been outrageously ignored and 
people oppressed and persecuted, yet 
the situation seems hopeless because 
nations mighty and strong remain si- 
lent. All over the world people are un- 
happy. Even in this land of plenty, 
the home of the free and the brave, 
there is much disappointment and sad- 
ness. Millions are out of work; for- 
tunes have been lost ; business has been 
depressed ; ideals have vanished and 
disrespect for law and order has in- 
creased. Spiritual values have dimin- 
ished and indifference to religious duty 
has increased. The influence of reli- 
gious organizations and their leaders 
has lessened. 

This, in a homely way, indicates the 
atmosphere in which our friend Rabbi 
Israel H. Levinthal has served during 
the major portion of his rabbinate. 

What has been his attitude ? How 
has he reacted ? He began with ideals 
based upon love of God and man. 
These ideals remain strong with him. 
He began as a servant of mankind; 
he continues its servant. He has kept 
the faith and because he studied and 
labored, his power and influence grew 
with the days. His learning and earn- 
est devotion to duty, his complete un- 
selfishness, all without show or display, 
have won for him sincere regard, re- 
spect and affection as a man and as a 
spiritual leader. There has been no 
chicanery in the presentation of his 
service ; no blare of trumpets to en- 
gage attention. He abhors a reputation 
not founded on fact. He lived as he 
preached. Always and ever a preacher 
and teacher of religion, he never found 
it necessary to bring the bright lights 
on his actions or base is preachments 
upon interests which would detract 
the curious. In a quiet, simple way, 
full of zeal and piety, calm and self- 
possessed, he has not only developed 
a great congregation but has won for 
himself an enviable reputation. Both 
he and his congregation have been an 
influence for good in the community 
as well as throughout the country. 
Israel H. Levinthal has been a real 
teacher in Israel. Pie has been happy to 
guide and teach in things religious and 
has not sought by attachment to social 
or commercial interests to make for 



himself a life of ease and comfort, 
lie has labored industriously in teach- 
ing the glory of life. He has not sought 
admiration but has won it. He has 
not looked for material reward but has 
been very handsomely rewarded by 
knowing that he has given all within 
him for the betterment of his fellow- 
man. More than this no man could do. 

W hile he has always been an intense 
Jew, he has never developed a preju- 
dice against the faith of others. He 
believes that there are certain funda- 
mentals which draw all civilized men 
together in a common cause in the 
search for truth and justice. Although 
they take different roads to what seems 
to be the same end, there is no room 
for prejudices. He has been an ardent 
worker in the cause of charity. Never 
failing in his duty to his congregation, 
he has found time to help in the cause 
of those who are in distress. 

In all is relations he has been kind, 
gentle, and patient, so that during all 
his time in Brooklyn he has always had 
a countless host of admirers and 
friends. He has been with this insti- 
tution through some severe economic 
storms. The spiritual side under his 
guidance has grown stronger with the 
years. He loves his people and they 
love him. It may be that his congrega- 
tion is too near to him to realize it but 
the fact is that he is one of the out- 
standing Rabbis of our country. Com- 
bined with these qualities, one readily 
observes in him an ardent love for his 
country and devotion to its free in- 
stitutions. You know the type — the 
kind who, being stalwart in their Jew- 
ishness are at the same time stalwart 
American citizens. 

Israel Herbert Levinthal, Rabbi, 
teacher, scholar, publicist and citizen, 
as an humble member of this com- 
munity I salute you in its behalf and 
congratulate you upon your brilliant 
service and the remarkable results of 
your devotion to God and man and 
wish for you many more years of full 
strength and vigor, that you may con- 
tinue to be the servitor of your people 
and your country. 
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By Rev. Dr. Albert M. Fairbank 

Minister of the St. Paul's Congre- 
gational Church. 

IX mv Church it is the custom on 
such an occasion to address the ga- 
thering by the appellation fathers 
and brethren. 1 would address the ga- 
thering tonight by the name I heard 
and that gave a thrill to me — sliaJom. 
1 happen to belong to a family that 
has been here for over three hundred 
years. We are very proud of the old 
home in Massachusetts. Hut when I 
think of the old language, of all the 
men who work for God and serve him, 
I feel that there is where my spiritual 
language has developed. For after all, 
if there is anything that is dearer to 
me, anything that has meant every- 
thing in life, it has come from the 
Bible, your Bible, the Jewish Bible, 
and so I would say with a great deal 
of feeling not only because of these 
learned guests, but because of what 1 
owe to the Jewish heritage — brethren. 
And I would say it with a good deal 
of feeling, because I am strongly con- 
vinced that the great thing today is 
a feeling of brotherhood. 

It pleases me very much as a humble 
member of the distinguished Church 
which has sent greetings to Dr. Levin- 
thai through Dr. Cadman and Dr. 
John Haynes Holmes, I am very 
pleased on behalf of your brethren in 
the Christian Church, to bring to you, 
Dr. Levinthal, felicitations. 

When the terrible war began I was 
eager to get into it. I voluntarily en- 
listed in tbe Infantry. And then there 
came that awful disillusionment, which 
came to so main' of us, when we rea- 
lized how useless was all of this mass 
slaughter ; and there grew a stronger 
feeling than ever before that the world 
is one ; that we must recognize that the 
world is one; that anything that divides 
humanity is against the best interests 
concerned. 

And so I am one who in these days 
goes to bed and passes many wretched 
hours in pain of spirit because of the 
forces that are dividing humanity to- 
day. To my mind one of the worst 
curses that has ever come into the' 
world, one which arouses my ire and 
indignation to the very depth, is the 
: vvfnl treatment of the Jews and other 
minority groups in Germany, not by 
the German people but by a group of 
people who have become insane. I am 
deeply grateful for any opportunity 
when I can say to the people of the 
Jewish race that there is a strong feel- 



ing that we must throw all our energy 
into developing a spirit of cooperation 
and brotherhood. You have given to 
us the finest ideals. From you we have 
gained our idea of God. Jesus, whom 
we revere, was a Jew, and therefore I 
am most pleased to be here. 

And to you Rabbi Levinthal, in be- 
half of those whom I represent, I ex- 
tend the utmost felicitations and hope 
and pray that for twenty-five years 
more, at least, until like your father 
you grow old and dignified in the ser- 
vice, you may be able to continue this 
very wonderful work that you are 
doing. 

* * * 

By Professor Louis F'mkelstein, 

of the Jewish Theological Seminary. 

IT is a great privilege to have the 
opportunity of speaking to you 
about Dr. Levinthal, and to felicitate 
him in the presence of all of you. A 
few years ago 1 had the equal privilege 
of speaking at the tenth anniversary 
of his association with this institution 
as Rabbi. You have heard and you will 
hear from others about the service of 
Dr. Levinthal to the Jewish community 
during the twenty-five years of his 
rabbinate. Perhaps I would rather 
speak of Dr. Levinthal's service in the 
field in which I happen to be parti- 
cularly interested — his services in the 
field of Jewish literature. He has man- 
aged to find time to write a number of 
books which are especially significant 
and important. I remember the first 
book. It was on the Jewish law of 
Agency. There are a number of Jews 
who know Talmud and who know 
Law. But there are very few Jews in 
the world who know both the Talmud 
and who know Law ; they can be 
counted on the fingers of one's two 
hands. 

Before Dr. Levinthal published his 
book there was hardly any literature on 
the subject. Something had been writ- 
ten, but it was far from sufficient. 
What Dr. Levinthal did in his book is 
important in itself, but especially so 
because it opened a new field. Since the 
appearance of that book much more 
study has been given to this subject. 
Jews have contributed tremendously 
to Law, but this jurisprudence lies 
hidden in the massive hooks of the 
Talmud, and is known only to a few 
scholars. 

1 will hurry on to Dr. Levinthal's 
second book because it points to an 
other aspect of his life. Dr. Levinthal 



is not merely the scholar, but also the 
man of action, the man who interprets. 
Very few scholars have the power of 
interpreting Jewish learning so that 
people can understand it. When "Steer- 
ing Or Drifting" appeared, 1 was fas- 
cinated. It is an extraordinary work. 
1 have read sermons before, but most 
of them are not particularly Jewish. 
Dr. Levinthal showed that a method 
developed by our sages, of interpreting 
the sermons, the Midrashic method, 
can still be used after fifteen centuries. 
Dr. Levinthal's addresses, which were 
first delivered here were moving when 
heard. They are, however, very moving 
too in cold print. 

And then came Dr. Levinthal's 
greatest book, I think, and that is 
"Judaism — An Analysis and An In- 
terpretation." Dr. Levinthal here brings 
to birth both his knowledge of Judaism 
and his experiences as a man of action, 
and becomes the Jewish thinker and 
philosopher. To be able to explain the 
aspects of Jewish ethics, to speak about 
God to masses of people, to be able 
to write about these subjects in such 
a way that anybody can understand 
them, and at the same time enable men 
who have thought of such matters for 
many years to learn from him, requires 
genius. Dr. Levintal has succeeded in 
showing the way of explaining the 
great philosophic truths in our reli- 
gion so that all of us can understand 
and profit by it. 

Dr. Levinthal is always the scholar 
and man of action, always the thinker, 
but there is another quality that he 
brings to his work. What is it? It is his 
ideals. Dr. Levinthal is the man of 
ideals, the man of God. This is what 
made the scholars of Talmud. They 
brought their ideals into the problems 
of every day life. The combination of 
idealism and practical understanding is 
the essence of the Rabbinic tradition 
and is personified in Dr. Levinthal in a 
degree that is amazing. And because it 
is personified in him, I think that this 
occasion is an occasion for gratifica- 
tion for all of us. He is a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary. He has become 
a member because Dr. Adler felt that 
his influence was necessary in the train- 
ing of the future Rabbis of this coun- 
try. His influence is not limited by the 
walls of this congregation and the walls 
of this Borough. His influence is not 
limited by our faith. Members of other 
faiths and other creeds listen to him 
with great respect and admiration. 
What be says remains with the peo- 
ple, inscribed in their hearts, and if 
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we arc succeeding in building' a Jewish 
community that is throbbing with life 
and high ideals we are largely indebted 
to Dr. Levinthal for being able to do 
so. 

Dr. Levinthal, on behalf of my col- 
leagues and the Seminar}' and of Dr. 
Adler, I want to wish you many happy 
years in the service of mankind. I 
know that you have already written 
your name in the history of literature. 
May God bless you. 

* * * 

By Rabbi Abraham M. Heller 

THE privilege and pleasure is mine 
to bring greetings and felicitations 
to our most beloved colleague Dr. 
1. H. Levinthal. 

In this simchah, my friends, we of 
the Brooklyn Rabbinate consider our- 
selves very much mcchittanhn. Dr. 
Levinthal is one of the founders of our 
Association and its first president, and 
continues to be revered and loved by 
all the spiritual leaders of our commu- 
nity. 

We who are gathered here, and the 
many thousands who are not here, are 
all agreed that Dr. Levinthal is out- 
standingly great. Yet we have a right 
to ask what are some of the character- 
istics that make him the peer among 
his colleagues? 

First of all, hakarath panav ansah 
bo. You can sometimes recognize a 
man by his mere outward appearance. 
You recall the Biblical story of Moses 
descending from the mountain, where 
he spent forty days in the labor of fir- 
ing the words of God into the Testa- 
ment. ^\ Ten he did come down the 
mountain, the people saw something 
strange in his appearance. There was 
something about Moses that was dif- 
ferent from any human being. The 
reason was that while he visited Hea- 
ven, his whole being was infused with 
the spirit of God. That spirit could 
not contain himself within the being 
of Moses. It was reflected. Everybody 
always was able to see the extraordi- 
nary glow of the holy spirit but Moses 
was unaware that he differed from the 
rest of the people. 

With our own guest of honor the 
story is very similar. The Schcchiuah 
ruht auf ilitii. Dr. Levinthal is not 
conscious of it. He is always his na- 
tural self. Have you ever observed 
Dr. Levinthal rise to address an au- 
dience that he calls "my people?" Llis 
appearance wins his hearers before 
even bis voice is heard. When he does 
{Continued on 1'aye 2.6) 



IT is a good thing that these speeches 
came to an end. Had they contin- 
ued much longer, I am afraid that 
1 would actually have beg-un to believe 
all of these nice things, and that would 
be tragic indeed. Of course, I am 
thankful for all of the nice things that 
were said, but I am old enough to 
know that though they were sincerely 
meant, and came from sincere hearts, 
these words were not so much for what 
1 had done, but as an encouragement 
for what should and must yet be done. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 1 am deeply 
thankful to these good and line 
friends. 1 am thankful not only be- 
cause of all the nice things that I 
heard, but because I had no right to 
expect all this. (Air ancient literature 
teaches us that when the high priest 
entered the Hob - of Holies, he met 
instant death if he failed to perform 
any of the prescribed duties. But if 
he did everything that was prescribed 
no special praise was given to him be- 
cause he did his duty. Such was 
the lot of the leaders in Israel through- 
out the ages. If they failed to do the 
right thing, there was an avalanche of 
criticism; if they did their duty, they 
went through life unrewarded. I only 
tried in my own humble way to do my 
duty. 

I am happy too, this evening not 
only because it is a nice thing to hear 
these beautiful tributes paid to you, 
but because it gives me that oppor- 
tunity which every public man should 
have once in a while — to give thanks 
to God for the blessings he enjoys. I 
thank God that my beloved father is 
here to share this joy with me. I know 
that much of the honor that you show- 
ered upon me is not due to me ; you 
honored me because of my ancestry. 
You honor the name that I am privi- 
leged to bear. You honor me because 
of that name which my father did so 
much to enhance. I hope that he will 
be with me for many simchos to come. 

Then, I am happy to have this op- 
portunity to thank God publicly for 
another blessing that is mine, for my 
good and beloved wife, she who shares 
with me this honor tonight, and who 
is not only wife and companion, but, 
as I have had occasion to say, my 
severest critic, and the best. A great 
Hebrew writer, in one of his charming 
essays, speaks of the wife of the man 
in public life. He says that she always 
reminds him of an accompanist tu a 
soloist. You pay no attention to the 



accompanist who sits on the side. And 
yet one false note on the part of the 
accompanist will spoil the whole 
performance. I am happy to pay pub- 
lic thanks to my accompanist tonight 
that she always kept me in the right 
key, and 1 hope that for many years to 
come God may permit her to continue 
to play that note. 

1 want to thank God publicly for my 
children. Every parent has to thank 
God when he has good children, but 
a minister must give double thanks to 
God when his children are fine, be- 
cause many ministers have met disil- 
lusionment and felt spiritual bank- 
ruptcy because they saw in their own 
home the breakdown of what they tried 
to teach to others. What courage 
could they have to teach other children, 
when they could not teach their own? 
I will not betray a secret when I tell 
you that my daughter, wdio is already 
an old married woman of three years, 
has never for a day stopped her stu- 
dies in Hebrew, and is now one of the 
few Jewish women enrolled as stu- 
dents in a Theological School. Who 
knows, she may yet be the first woman 
Rabbi ! As her husband said to Mrs. 
Levinthal the other day "You and I 
may both yet be Rebetzins." So too 
my son. Though he is not choosing 
the Rabbinate for his career, he is 
nevertheless filled with loving attach- 
ment to the Jewish faith and Jewish 
ideals. 

I thank God for you. The Rabbi is 
equal in power, in influence, in ability 
to those who follow him, and if I have 
succeeded in some part in doing what 
these kind friends have said I did, I 
owe it in large measure to you, to the 
members of the Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter, to the men and women of this com- 
munity. You have brought out the 
best that was within me. You were 
never satisfied with superficialties, You 
made great demands on your Rabbis, 
and I tried to live up to these demands, 
Because of what you have done to me 
I publicly thank God. 

Men and women, I lay no claim to 
all of these beautiful things that were 
attributed to me tonight, but I do 
honestly say to you of myself, that one 
gift I do possess, and that is love for 
our people and all that pertains to our 
people. A great sage was once asked : 
"What have you done to achieve long 
life"? To which he replied: "Never 
did I lilt my hands for blessing with- 
{Continued on 1'iuje IV) 
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ACTIVITIES in the BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 



DR. BAKER TO DELIVER EIGHTH 
LECTURE ON PSYCHOLOGY 

The eighth in a series of lectures on 
Psvchologv will he delivered by Dr. 
Ernest L." Baker on Wednesday eve- 
ning. Mar 27th. at 8:15 o'clock. He 
wilf discuss the subject: "Inseparable 
Pals in Mind". On the following 
Wednesday, his topic will be: "Re- 
flections of Mind in Personalities". 

There is no charge for admission to 
member* as well as non-members. 



"LAND OF PROMISE" TO BE SHOWN 
MAY 23rd AND 24th 

Those of our members who travel- 
led to the Astor Theatre several 
months ago to see "The Land of 
Promise," that excellent talkie showing 
life in Palestine, will probably wish to 
view that picture again. For those 
who have not yet been so fortunate as 
to see and hear the actual achievements 
in Eretz Israel, this will be a long- 
sought opportunity to "visit" Pales- 
tine without great effort and at slight 
cost. There will be two performances 
on Saturday night, May 23rd. The 
first performance will begin at 8:30 
o'clock and the second at 10 :00 o'clock, 
and one performance on Sunday after- 
noon. May 24th, at 2:30 o'clock. Be 
sure to set aside one of these perfor- 
mances, to your distinct advantage. 
There will be a charge of 25 cents to 
adults and 15 cents to children. 



CENTER CLUB 

The Center Club is now in its last 
few meetings of the season ere exam- 
inations and the summer vacation 
marks its final closing. A Boat Ride 
is being planned for the 24th of May 
and a final party on the roof of the 
Center for the 21st of June. Mean- 
while we expect to continue our cul- 
tural program under the direction of 
our leader, Air. Goldman. 



THE VIVALETS 

With the end of the season rapidly 
approacjhing, the Vivlalets are doing 
their best to wind up successfully. A 
; econd theatre party has just been held, 
the club members having attended the 
Broadway comedy, "Three Men on a 
Horse". Plans for witnessing moving 
pictures of Palestine were postponed 
because of the Bazaar and also certain 
mechanical difficulties. 



INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES FOR 
ADULTS CLOSES SUCCESSFUL 
SEASON 

The third season in the life of the 
Institute for Jewish Studies for Adults 
came to a close on Thursday night, 
April 30th. We are happy to know 
that the large majority of the men and 
women who registered for the various 
classes at the beginning of the year 
remained to the very close and gained 
a great deal through the studies offered 
in the various classes. Rabbi Levin- 
thai is now working on plans for the 
next term in the Institute activity and 
we trust that many more of our men 
and women will avail themselves of 
this opportunity to become familiar 
with Jewish knowledge. 



FIRST CONSECRATION SERVICE TO 
BE HELD ON SHEBUOTH IN CENTER 
SYNAGOGUE 

The first Confirmation service to be 
held in our Center will take place in 
the Synagogue during the services on 
the first day of the festival of She- 
buoth on Wednesday morning, May 
27th. The services will start at 8:30 
o'clock and will terminate promptly at 
eleven o'clock when the Consecration 
services will begin. The members of 
the Consecration class will be led in the 
procession to the pulpit by the presi 
dent and the chairman of the Hebrew 
School Committee and each of the 
members of the class will have a short 
but interesting address to deliver. 

The class has done intensive work 
during the past year under their teach- 
er, Mrs. Helen Levinthal Sukloff, in 
a survey of Jewish history from earli- 
est times down to the present day and 
in the principles of the Jewish reli- 
gion. We feel confident that this in- 
novation will prove of great benefit to 
the girls of our institution and that it 
will have a lasting influence on their 
religious life. We feel that all of the 
members will want to attend this spe- 
cial service and we would ask them 
to be in their pews early. 



BATTER UP! 

Every Monday and Wednesday 
evening' from 9:30 to 10:00 P. M., in- 
door baseball games are held in the 
gymnasium. Everyone plays- -Come 
down and take a swat at the ball. Let's 
find out whether you still know how. 



PROGRAM FOR CONSECRATION 
SERVICE 

The following is the detailed pro- 
gram for the Confirmation service 
which will take place in our Synagogue 
on the first day of Shabuot, Wednes- 
day morning, May the 27th, promptly 
at 1 1 o'clock. 

The members of the Consecration 
class will march in procession to tne 
pulpit, led by Air. Joseph M. Schwartz, 
the President, and Mr. Frank Schaef- 
fer, the Chairman of the Hebrew Ed- 
ucation Committee, after which the 
following program will be carried out : 

Opening Prayer — Jean Glasser 

Hymn — The Class 

Blessings For The Torah — A — First 
Blessing — Miriam Neustadter 

Blessings For The Torah — B — Se- 
cond Blessing — Rosalind Wolfe 

The Jewish Woman in History 
A — In Patriarchal Times — Etta 
Safier 

B — In Our Early National Life 

— Hilda Zankel 
C — In The Days of the Prophets 

— Ethel Levy 
D — In Times of Crises — Fay 

Brenner 

E — In Talmudic Times — Patricia 
Rosenbluth 

E — In The Making Of The Syna- 
gogue — Laura Sorscher 

G — In Modern Palestine — Doris 
Stark 

II — The Jewish Woman Of The 
Future — Pledge of Conse- 
cration — Doris Feinberg 
Hymn — The Class 
The Crown Of A Good Name — 
Mildred Freedman 
The Book Of Books— Betty Joseph 
An Ode To Zion — Matilda Fleisch- 
man 

Conferring of Certificates and Bless- 
ing — Rabbi Levinthal 

Valedictory — Bernice Feldman 
Closing Prayer — Cecile Feiler 



IN MEMORIAM 

It is with deep regret that we an- 
nounce the death of our fellow member 

HARRY GELLIS 
of 1344 Carroll Street, who departed 
from this life May 17, 1936. 

To the family of the deceased and 
to the relatives and friends, the Cen- 
ter extends its sympathy and condo 
lence. 
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SHEBUOTH SERVICES WILL BE HELD 
IN THE CENTER SYNAGOGUE ON 
TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY EVE- 
NINGS. MAY 26 and 27 at 8:00 AND 
ON WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY 
MORNINGS, MAY 27 and 28 at 8:30 

In connection with the services on 
the 27th, we shall have the Consecra- 
tion service of the girls who will he 
consecrated this year. The prayer will 
terminate that morning at eleven o'- 
clock, when the Consecration service 
will begin. 

On Thursday morning the 28th, 
Yizkor or a memorial service for the 
dead will be said promptly at 10:30 
o'clock. Rabbi Levinthal will preach 
the sermon on the 28th. 



REGULAR MEETING OF THE SISTER- 
HOOD MAY 25th 

The next monthly meeting of the 
Sisterhood will be held on Monday af- 
ternoon, May 25th, at 1 :30 o'clock. 

A cordial invitation is extended to 
all women of the Center to attend this 
important meeting. 

JUNIOR LEAGUE 

The Junior League is at present in 
the throes of planning the Roof Gar- 
den Formal. We know that it shall be 
the affair of the year. The night se- 
lected for this gala occasion is Satur- 
day evening, May 23rd. Members of 
the League and their friends are as- 
sured of a swell evening. So don't 
forget we shall be seeing you there. 

THE MACCABEES 

Continuing the fine activity of the 
entire year the Maccabees are not let- 
ting up at the end. Two new projects 
have been undertaken. One of them, a 
baseball team, could have been expec- 
ted. The other, a Hobby Exhibit, is 
something we anticipate eagerly. \Ye 
know we shall not be disappointed. 

The inclement weather has preven- 
ted the playing of all the scheduled 
games. So if the}' are yet to win their 
first game they can also claim an un- 
beaten record. The season will soon 
wind up and a number of outdoor ac- 
tivities are expected to mark the last 
few weeks of the club year. 



BOY SCOUTS 

On Sunday, April 26th, Troop Xo. 
125 went on a hike to Tom Jones 
Mountain in the Ramapos. The hike 
was attended by fifteen scouts and 
three leaders. The scouts passed track- 
ing, cooking, knife and axe, and lire 
building. 



CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES 

The following is a list of chairmen 

and vice chairmen of standing com- 
mittees of the Center: 

Arbitration Committee 
I. Levingson, Chairman 
Meyer Rosen, I'ice-Chairmun 

Cemetery Committee 

Xathan T. Schwartz, Chairman 
Fred Hollander, I ice-Chairman 

Chcvra Kadisha 

Max II. Haft, Chairman 
R. Albert, / 'ice-Chairman 

C ivic Committee 

Jacob L. Holtzmann, Chairman 
Ira L. Rosenson, J r icc-Chairuiaii 

Forum and Education Committee 
Max Herzfeld, Chairman 
Isaac Siegmeister. J'icc-Chairman 

Hebrew Education Committee 
Frank SchaefTer, Chairman 
Morris D. Wender, Vice-Chairman 

House Committee 

Hyman Aaron, Chairman 
Louis Halperin, Vicc-CJuiirman 

Gi ievance Committee 

Albert A. Weinstein, Chairman 
Herman Triebitz, Jlcc-Cliairman 

Membership Committee 

Judge Emanuel Greenberg, Chhkmctn 
Joseph Jacobs, ]' ice-Chairman 

Physical Training Committee 
David B. Kaminsky, Chairman 
Albert Witty, lice-Chairman 

Publicity Committee 

Louis J. Gribetz, Chairman 

Religious Service Committee 
Abraham Ginsburg, Chairman 
Morris Rosenfeld, 1* ice-Chairman 

Social and Entertainment Com. 
Maurice Bernhardt, Chairman 



BAR MITZVAH 

Congratulations and best wishes arc 
extended to Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Sha- 
piro of 135 Eastern Parkway, upon 
the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Irwin, 
to be held at the Center on Saturday, 
May 23rd. 

DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7:00 and 8:00 
o'clock. Miucha Services at 7:50 P. M. 

SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of Candles at 7:53 P. M. 
Fridav Evening Services at 6:15 
P. M. 

Sabbath Morning Services (Parsha 
Rehar J will commence at 8:45 A. M. 
Rabbi Levinthal will preach on the 
weekly portion of the Torah. 

Mincha Services at 6:15 P. M. 

C la^s in Fin Yaakob, under the 
k-:ulei>hip of Mr. Benjamin lliiah 
at 5:15 P. M. 



CLUB CALENDAR 

The Maccabees. Consists of boys 13 
to 15 years of age. Meetings on 
Saturday evenings at 8:30 o'clock. 
Mr. Jackson Goldman, leader. 

The Vivalets. Consists of girls 13 and 
14 years of age. Meetings are held 
on Saturday evenings at 8:30 
o'clock. Mrs. Eva Bernhardt, leader. 

Girl Scout Troop. 12 to 16 years of 
age. Meetings are held every 
Wednesday evening, at 7:30. Miss 
Lillian Cantor, Scoutmaster. 

Boy Scout Troop. 12 to 15 years of 
age. Meets every Thursday evening 
at 7:30 o'clock. Mr. Oscar J. Al- 
pert, Scoutmaster. 

Junior League. Girls I 7 to 20 years 
of age and boys from 18 to 21. 
Meets every Sunday evening, at 
8:30 o'clock, under the leadership 
of Mr. Jackson Goldman. 

Center Club. Consists of sons of 
Center members, 16 to 18 years 
of age, and daughters between the 
ages of 15 and 17. Meets on first 
& third Saturday evenings at 9:30. 

Adult Group. Sons and daughters of 
Center members, 2 1 years of age 
or over, are eligible for member- 
ship. 



Compliments of 



EAGLE PAINT and VARNISH 
WORKS, Inc. 

100-104 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
New York City 

Compliments of . . . 

LEO J. GOLDBERG 

353 STONE AVENUE 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Compliments of . . . 

MORTON COAL CO. 

425 CARROLL STREET 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Compliments of . 

WILLIAM H. KRACKE 

Certified Public Accountant 
347 MADISON AVENUF 
Hew Yolk Oily 
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APPLICATIONSforMEMBERSHIP 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Drazin, Ann 

Single Assorter 

Res. — 489 Empire Boulevard 

Bus.— 329 West 39th Street 

Kalian, Aaron 

Single Lawyer 
Res. — 166 East' 56th Street 
Bus. — 261 Broadway, N. Y. 
Proposed by Ira Gluckstein 

Klein, Herman 

Married Paint & Wallpaper 
Res.— 820 DeKalb Avenue 
Bus.— 820 DeKalb Avenue 
Proposed by Simon Goldstein 

Lieberman, Lawrence J. 
Unmarried Lawyer 
Res.— 1257 Carroll Street 
Bus. — 29 Broadway 
Proposed by Judge Emanuel 
Greenberg 

Meltzer, Larry 

Single Architect 

Res. — 531 Chester Street 

Bus. — 50 Court Street 

Proposed by Benjamin W. Gunther 



Newman, Samuel F. 
Married Insurance 
Res. — 865 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 562 Nostrand Avenue 
Proposed by E. M. Edelstein 

Racer, Samuel 

Married Paint Mfg. 
Res. — 340 New York Avenue 
Bus. — 40 Richards Street 
Proposed by Herman Klein 

Scharaga, Harry 

Single Coal & Oil 
Res. — 334 Crown Street 
Bus.— 417 East 37th Street, N. Y. 
Proposed by Harry A. and Jack 
Harrison and Philip Jacobs 

Silverstein, Morty 

Married Leather Supply Mfg. 
Res.— 1500 Carroll Street 
Bus. — 24 University Place 
Proposed by L. Hoffman 

Tonkonogy, Eugene K. 
Married Insurance 
Res.— 1374 Carroll Street 
Bus. — 16 Court Street 
Proposed by Samuel Horwitz 
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Wise, Jacques P. 

Married Advertising 
Res.— 883 Park Place 
Bus. — 894 Fulton Street 
Proposed by Dr. Henry Plotkin 

Rose, Sidney 

Married Manufacturer 
Res. — 706 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 284 Furman Street 
Proposed by Meyer Rogoff 

Galison, L. B. 
Unmarried 

Res. — 184 Clarkson Avenue 
Proposed by Samuel J. Coran 



The following have applied for rein- 
statement as members in the Center: 

Radutzky, Nathan 

Married Confectionery 
Res.— 10 Balfour Place 
Bus. — 17 Varick Street 

Reichman, Mrs. A. 

Res. — 706 Eastern Parkway 

EMANUEL GREENBERG, Chairman 
Membership Committee 



TO SPEND A DELIGHTFUL SUMMER 
VACATION IN THE CATSKILLS — 



VISIT 

Huntington j&d&e 

$gkeJfiintingtonIJ(+y. 

"ON THE LAKE" 

A MODERN HOTEL WITH CAMP FACILITIES 

Dietary Laws Observed • Entertainment — Dancing 

SWIMMING, TENNIS, BOATING, BASEBALL, 
HANDBALL, BASKETBALL, HORSEBACK RIDING 



Further information may be obtained from 

MRS. HARRIS WEINGOLD 

1322 CARROLL STREET 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 'Phone SLocum 6-0752 
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FAIRMONT HOTEL 

TANNERSVILLE, N. Y. — In the Upper Catskills 

Operated by the Jacobson Family 

STRICT ADHERENCE TO DIETARY LAWS 
The same unsurpassed cuisine 

WILL BE OPEN FOR THE SHABUOTH and DECORATION DAY WEEKEND 

May 27th - 31st 

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY 



New York Office: 

SAMUEL O. JACOBSON 

Concourse Plaza 

Grand Concourse and 16 1st Street 

Phone: JErome 7-4700 



GOLF COURSE 
SPORTS 

ENTERTAINMENT 



Dr. LEVINTHAL'S RESPONSE 

(Continued from Page 15) 

out the benediction, praising God who 
has commanded us to bless his people 
xvith love!" Similarly may I say that 
never have I lifted my hands in ser- 
vice for my people, for my God, for 
my Faith, for the land of my people, 
without the thought that whatever 
one does one must do with love for 
the people. My whole heart is filled 
with that love for the Jewish people. 
And much of the success, if success 
is mine, was due to this one quality, 
a great love for the Jewish people and 
for everything that pertains to the 
Jewish people. And because I love 
Israel I made such demands on you, 
demands to rise and deserve that love 
from all your fellow men. 

In closing I want to leave one 
thought with you. A great teacher said 
"You will never find a scholar who is 
a real teacher of his people unless he 
comes from the tribe of Levi or from 
the tribe of Isacher." Another rabbi 



added Judah. We have no distinction 
in tribes today. What then did the 
Rabbis mean? I would say that the 
teacher today must be the descendants 
of all these tribes combined. He must 
be the spiritual descendant of Levi 
who must teach the words of the To- 
rah to the children of Israel. A Rabbi 
who does not teach Torah is not a 
Rabbi. He may be a great orator, he 
may be a fine speaker, but unless you 
can say of him that he studies Torah, 
he is not worthy of the name morch. 
In addition, he must, like Isacher, 
know the changes of the new days, 
of the new age. He must know what 
the Jewish people have to do in this 
new day and age. He must be also 
the spiritual descendant of Judah. 
He must have the strength and the 
courage of a Judah to stand for his 
teachings, he must have the bravery 
and the courage to stand for the ideals, 
for his leadership. I, at least, have 
tried. That was my ideal in this last 
quarter of a century. Incidentally, I 
must tell you that it's really more 



than twenty-five years that I am in 
the Rabbinate in Brooklyn. In an- 
other two months it will be twenty- 
six years. But I am very glad and 
happy that this celebration was not 
arranged for the day that I finished the 
twenty-five years of service. I would 
not want to feel that this celebration 
marked the end of a period of activity. 
I want rather to feel that it marked 
the beginning of a new service to the 
Congregation, to the Community, and 
to my people. I do not have to tell you 
that never in all our history was there 
a need for leadership as there is today, 
never before was there such a need 
for these leaders to have followers 
as there is today. Let us try to 
dedicate ourselves to this sacred ser- 
vice. Let us work shoulder to shoul- 
der. Make me a real leader, by being 
real followers. Let us work together, 
and together we shall succeed. We 
will usher in a period of blessed- 
ness to our community, to this land 
of America, to our faith, and to our 
people. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE MORTGAGE SETTLEMENT DINNER 

The following is a list of contributors to the Mortgage Settlement dinner held on 
March 22. The names have been grouped in accordance with the amounts subscribed. 



Bernard, Louis \V. 

* * * 

Fine, Isidor 

* * * 

Brenner, Louis 
Brenner, Phillip 
Shapiro, Abraham 
Stein nut, Hon. Irwin 

* * * 

Wvins, Nathan A. 

* * * 

Onish, A. H. 
IMotkin. Dr. Henry 

* * * 

Aaron, Hyman 
Dlugasch, Morris 
Fein, Hyman 
Glickman, Pincus 
Goldsamt, S. 
Gottlieb, Aaron 
Grecnblatt, Samuel 
Haft, Morris W. 
Hoffman, S. L. 
Holtzmann, Jacob L. 
Kline, Benjamin J. 
Kronish, Fred 
Kugel, Simon H. 
Levy, Jacob 
Lewis, Aaron 
Lurie, Leib 
Miller, Morris 
Panics, Louis 
Polskv, Archie 
Rosen, Meyer A. 
Rosenfeld, Morns (NA. Av 
Rutchik, Max M. 
Schwartz, Joseph M. 
Shapiro, David 
Telsev, S. A. 
Triebitz, Herman 
Weinberg, Morns 
Whiteman, Simon H. 

* * * 

Chizner, Meyer 
Doner, Jacob S. 

Stark, Samuel 

* * * 

Aaron, Joseph I. 

Abrams, Hyman 

Asher, Philip 

Bernstein, Alex 

Dilbert, Harry 

Feldt, Joseph 

Freedman, Harry A. 

Ginsberg, Moses 

Ginsburg, Abraham 

Goldstein, Nathaniel L. 

Goodstein, Jacob I. 

Goody, Harris 

Gordon, Louis 

Greenberg, Judge Fmanue 

Gross, Henry H. 

Greenfield, Dr. Samuel D. 

Haft, Max H. 

Halperin, Nathan 

Herzfeld, Max 

Hornick, Louis 

Horowitz, Joseph 

Horowitz, Solomon 

Jacobs, Joseph 

Katz. Samuel (Park PI.) 

Kohn, Louis 

Levy, Nathan 

Lipman, H. J. 

Neinkcn, Morris 

i'erman, Charles 

l'olivnick, l.sidur 

Rachmil, Hyman 



Rothkopf, Hyman 
Kiotteuberg, Samuel 
SafTer, Louis 
Sahven, Nathan 
Samuels, L. li. 
Schlesinger, Louis H. 
Schrier, Isaac 
Schwartz, Solomon 
Seinfel, Henry 
Shapiro, Nathan D. 
Silberberg, Isidor 
Smerling, Morris 
SokolofT, Ralph 
Spatt, Dr. Moses 
Strausbcrg, Samuel 
Sussman, Sol 
Sweedler, Judge Nathan 
Weinberg, Harry 
Weinstock, Louis 
Weisberg, Samuel S. 
Werbelovsky, Abraham 
Zaifert, Harry 

* * * 

Adler, Dr. Nathan H. 
Albert, R. 
Alpert, David 
Alpert, Leon 
Armour, George L. 
Bellin, Charles H. 
Bergmann, Morris 
Bernhardt, Maurice 
Booth, Mrs. J. D. 
Bruckenfeld, Morris 
Davis, Henry 
. Dilbert, Charles 
Dinovitz, B. 
Dilbert, Louis 
Dushkind, H. 
Eisenbcrg, David 
Eisenberg, Jack 
Feinberg, Philip F. 
Fcit, Abraham 
Fcldman, Samuel 
Fine, Charles 
Finkelstcin, Dr. Reuben 
Fleischman, Samuel 
Fortunoff, Jacob A. 
Gabriel, Barnett 
Germain, Allan 
Ginzburg, Michael 
Gluckstein, Ira 1. 
Goell, Jacob 
Goell, Mark J. 
Goell, Milton J. 
Gold, Dr. Jacob 
Goldberg, Louis 
Goldberg, Samuel H. 
Goldman, Martin M. 
Goldstein, Dr. Max 
Goodstein, David 
Gorelick, Morris 
Gottfried, Philip 
Gray, Isidor 
Gribetz, Louis J. 
Halperin, Louis 
Hirsch, Mrs. Leo 
Holtzmann, Henry 
HoniR, Joseph 
Horowitz, Dr. N. A. 
Horowitz, Samuel 

Horwitz, Samuel 
Jablow, George 
Jaffe, Louis N. 
Joachim, Benjamin 
Joseph Arthur 
Kaminsky, David B. 

Kaplan, Benjamin 

Kaplan, Louis 

Katz, Sain (Kingston As 



Kenin, Mayer 
Kirsch, H. 
Klein, Louis 
Koch, Samuel 
Korn, Jacob 
Kraus, Morris 
Land, Louis J. 
Left, Mrs. Max 
Levey, Frank 
Levine, Louis 
Levingson, Isaac 
Levkoff, David 
Levy, Jeremiah 
Liberman, Harry 
Liberman, Henry H. 
Linett, Dr. Joseph M. 
Lipshutz, Philip 
Lipsky, Harold 
Lowenfeld, lsador 
Lubell, Morris M. 
Lurie, I. H. 
Manes, Edward 
Marcus, Harry L. 
Markowitz, Benjamin 
Martz, Benjamin 
Minoff, Jack 
Mormar, Jacob 
Nemerov, Meyer 
Ncustadter, Gabriel 
Nicoll, Sam 
Ostow, K. I. 
Palevsky, Philip 
Posner, Mrs. Rebecca 
Preston, Harry 
Riker, I. Jerome 
Rokeach, Dr. Aaron 
Rosen, Jacob 
Rosenblum, J. 
Rosenbluth, Irving 
Rosenfeld, Isidor 
Rosenstein, David 
Rothkopf, Morris 
Rothkopf, Samuel 
Safier, Charles 
Salit, Mrs. H. 
Sarezky, Eugene R. 
Schless, Charles 
Schneider, Samuel A. 
Schrier, Harold 
Schrier, Heyman 
Schwartz, Nathan T. 
Schulman, Mrs. Fannie 
Secgcr, S. A. 
Shapiro, Thomas A. 
Siegel, William I. 
Simon, Louis 
Spiegel, Simon 
Spitz, Hyman 
Stark, Joseph 
Stoll, Dr. Victor 
Stoloff, Dr. B. 
Strongin, Harry 
Sukloff, Leon 
Sussman, Adolf 
Tabor, Joseph 
Tanenbaum, Barnet 
Teicher, Maxwell M. 
Wander, Samuel 
Wciner, Max 
Weinstein, Albert A. 
Wender, M. D. 
Werbelovsky, Benjamin 
Wiener, Isaac 
Wittv, Albert 
Wolfe, Dr. Samuel A. 
Xankel, Louis 
Zankel, Max 
.) Zirn, Samuel 



ROOF GARDEN 
Strawberry Festival 

Arranged by the 

Parent-Teachers Association of 

the Hebrew and Sunday 
Schools of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center 

WEDNESDAY EVENING, 
JUNE 17th, 1936 

at 8:30 o'clock 

REFRESHMENTS — 

DANCING 

— ENTERTAINMENT 

Subscription 59c 

Proceeds for Scholarship Fund and 
United Palestine Appeal 



ROOF GARDEN FORMAL 

tendered by the 

JUNIOR LEAGUE 

of the 

BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 
• 

Saturday evening. May 23, 1936 

$1.50 PER COUPLE 

In case of rain, affair will be held in 
Ballroom 



Zwcrdling, Tobias 
.* * * 

Dubcrstein, Mrs. Mary 
Greenblatt, Mrs. Hannah 
Katlovit/, Airs. Dora 
Leaks, Miss Dora 
Stulmau, Mrs. Ida 
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GYMNASIUM and BATHS SCHEDULE 

Due to the Shebuoth holidays, the 
gymnasium and baths will be open on 
Tuesday, May 26th, for women from 
10 a. m. to 2 p. m. and for men, from 
2 p. m. to 5 p. m. Jt will be closed on 
Wednesday and Thursday, May 27th 
and 28th, and will reopen on Friday, 
May 2 c 'th, at 2 p. m. as usual. 

Beginning June 1st, the summer 
schedule will prevail. This department 
will be closed on Saturday evening's 
during the months of June, July and 
August. On Friday and Sunday after- 
noons, the Gymnasium and Baths will 
be open until 6 p. m. instead of 4:00. 

The Gymnasium and Baths sched- 
ule will be as follows : 

Monday 

Men 3 p. m. to 1 1 p. m. 

Boys 3 p. m. to 5 p. m, 

Women 10 a.m. to 3p.m. 

Girls 

Tuesday 

Women 10 a.m. to 10p.m. 

Girls .-. 3 p. m. to 5 p. m. 

Wednesday 

Men 3 p. m. to 11 p. m. 

Boys 3 p. m. to 5 p. m. 

Women 10 a.m. to 3p.m. 

Giris 

Thursday 

Men 5 p.m. to 11p.m. 

Boys 

Women 10 a.m. to 5p.m. 

Girls 3 p. m. to 5 p. m. 

Friday 

Men 2 p. m. to 6 p. m. 

Boys 2 p. m. to 6 p. m. 

Sundays and Legal Holidays 

Men 10 a.m. to 6p.m. 

Boys 2 p. m. to 6 p. m. 



OSIP DYMOV'S 

'THE ETERNAL JEW 

will be presented 
at the Center 



Tuesday evening, June 2nd, 
* 

Admission — 25 cents 



HOW JEWISH WAS KARL 
MARX 

(Continued from Page 6) 

ism. Being ignorant of Jewish history 
and Judaism, indifferent to the woes 
of the Jewish people, they made their 
defaming sophisms on Judaism. 

Nevertheless, the German writers 
and politicians rejected them both du- 
ring their lives and after their death 
as aliens to the German spirit and 
blood, finding special "objectionable 
Jewish traits" in their characters and 
philosophies. Their achievements and 
activities are considered a result of 
wounded vanity or as a Jewish con- 
spiracy. The fact is that Marx and 
Lassalle were Hebraic in their ideal- 
ism and German in their politics. That 
is why the immortal in Lassalle and 
Marx is Hebraic and the ephemeral is 
German. 

Those responsible for the coming 
social upheaval want the Jews to pay 
for it because Lassalle and Marx pre- 
dicted it. Vet it was Marx who ac- 
cused the Jews of being the "essence" 
of capitalism, and Lassalle who pro- 
fessed to hate them. 

That is the tragi-comedy of assimi- 
lation. 



JEWISH LABOR AND CAP- 
ITAL IN PALESTINE 

(Continued from Page 4) 
consideration and another ; and no au- 
thority exists which can compel them 
to employ Jewish labor in all circum- 
stances. At present everything de- 
pends upon their own volition. This 
does not apply, however, to settlers 
on J.N.F. land, since they are obli- 
gated by their lease to employ only 
Jewish labor. 

A naive belief prevails in many 
circles that "Once Jewish, land in 
Palestine is always Jewish!" Unfor- 
tunately, experience has dispelled this 
illusion along with many others. It is 
true that Jewish land is not often sold 
to non-Jews ; and that when such an 
instance does happen, it gives rise to 
keen public resentment. Yet such 
sales have been made time and again 
both in the villages and in the cities. 
And once the sales are made, public 
opinion is powerless to undo the harm 
that has been done. 
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( Continued from Page 10) 



seems to have been approved to the 
present clay by a consensus of lay and 
clerical opinion. This result is entirely 
consistent with the view of Samuel, 
the son of Mayer, and 150 other rab- 
bis of early days, cited by plaintiff, in 
decreeing that rabbis should not ban 
"unless by the consent of the commun- 
ity." 

( )ne point remains for consideration : 
the claim of monopoly by the defend- 
ant. One who enters the field of the 
kosher trade assumes certain obliga- 
tions, not usual in other lines ; so much 
is admitted by the plaintiff, who con- 
cedes that supervision by rabbis is a 
prerequisit and is firmly established 
into our Penal Law (Sees. 435, 435-a, 
435-b). Kosher poultry costs more than 
non-kosher. It would be inequitable to 
permit its sale by anyone as kosher un- 
less in truth kosher. Whether it is so 
or not is a religious matter for the 
rabbis to determine. An overwhelming 
majority of them support the issur. 
The plaintiff cannot obtain the advant- 
ages which necessarily accompany it. 
In the very nature of things, kasliruth 
must be a monopoly in the hands of 
those best qualified to administer it. 
By definition and tradition those per- 
sons are the rabbis and their decree is 
final. Such is the effect of the evidence 
in the case. 

Unless flagrant and obvious viola- 
tion of Jewish law is shown, this Su- 
preme Court will not go behind it : 

"... in all cases of doubt, when 
there is not clearly an absence of 
jurisdiction, the decisions of church 
judicatories as to their own jurisdic- 
tion in ecclesiastical matters should re- 
ceive great weight" (Connitt v. Re- 
formed Protestant Dutch Church of 
X. Prospect, 54 N. V., 551, 561.) 

The law of this state is that: 
"The Courts at no time assure to dic- 
tate or to interpret ecclesiastical doc- 
trine, and such matters whether discre- 
tionary or mandatory, are left to the 
ecclesiastical bodies. The Court will 
not review the exercise of any discre- 
tion on the part of a superior church 
nor inquire whether its judgment or 
1 hat of subordinate is justified by the 
truth of a case. It will only inquire 
whether the organization's officers or 
tribunal has the power to act, not whe- 
ther he or it is acting rightly" (Harlem 
Church, etc., v. Greater New York 
Corj).) .... 



This is equally applicable to infringe- 
ment of property- rights. Baxter v. Mc- 
Donnell (155 X. Y., 83) states: 

"Judge Bradley, in the court below, 
conceded that the plaintiff was bound 
by the determination of that tribunal 
so far as related to the matter of dis- 
cipline and ecclesiastical rules, laws and 
customs of church government; and 
when right of property is dependent 
upon the questions of doctrine, disci- 
pline or church government, the civil 
courts will treat the determination 
made in the highest tribunal within the 
church as controlling." 

Plaintiff feels itself aggrieved in its 
civil rights by the fraud, constraint and 
duress said to have been exercised by 
defendant corporation. It must fail by 
virtue of the principles of equity pre- 
vailing in this Supreme Court, to 
which it applies for relief. What basis 
is there for a claim of damages? There 
was no ground for the reasons already 
discussed under the head of bias. There 
was no duress unless it be first estab- 
lished that defendant arrogated to it- 
self right which it did not possess, 
whereas I have held it to possess full 
right to do all it attempted. Had there 
been but one organization instead of 
two, all the acts complained of would 
clearly be the result of steps taken by 
a religious body. That the rabbinate 
saw fit to administer enforcement and 
collect funds through a membership 
corporation does not change the situa- 
tion. On the contrary, it shows a laud- 
able purpose of separating the spiritual 
from the mundane, a laudable willing- 
ness to subject its business affairs to 
visitation by the state court. The Kash- 
ruth Association, Inc., being empow- 
ered in its charter to enforce compli- 
ance with the Xew York law by pro- 
secuting offenders against the so-called 
kosher laws, cannot, says the plaintiff, 
attempt to apply compulsion by any 
other means. This does not follow. 
To begin with by deliberately making 
the earlier agreement with the defen- 
dant, then repudiating it, the S. S. & 
B. Co. (the plaintiff — Editor) placed 
itself in an inconsistent position. Since 
it does not here defend an action for 
breach of contract brought by the 
Kashruth Association, rescission may 
not avail, the very history of the mat- 
ter demonstrating the weakness of the 
plea. The S. S. & B. Co. is dependent 
upon the principle uf Kasliruth for the 
success of its business. It has deiied 



defendant on the ground that the latter 
had violated the Jewish law in apply- 
ing the principle at plaintiff's expense. 
As this Supreme Court has refused to 
recognize that claim and found defen- 
dant's acts done in accordance with 
the Jewish law, it must further hold the 
plaintiff entitled to no relief whatever. 
The answer to plaintiff's complaint of 
injustice is that there is no injustice. 
If plaintiff does not like the result of 
having disagreed with the views of the 
orthodox Jews there remain the plain 
alternatives of either once more com- 
plying or abandoning the field of ko- 
sher poultry sales. 

There is another reason for denying 
the plaintiff relief. Its last rebuttal 
witness testified that the association of 
market men, of which plaintiff's presi- 
dent and chief lay witness is a director, 
has already taken the matter into their 
own hands and determined to proceed 
as they see fit, discarding the issur 
and disregarding the United Rabbinate. 
Their plan provides for independent 
supervision, for which they have re- 
tained seven rabbis, of whom four as 
experts testified for the plaintiff. This 
court is asked to overturn an issur, 
carefully prepared, duly authorized 
and valid in substance and form, and 
give the stamp of approval to one of 
the very persons who organized what 
is at best their own method of accom- 
plishing the same end. Equity will not 
come to their assistance by indirection, 
will give no affirmative relief, and 
leaves them where it finds them. 

We have heard the procedure char- 
acterized as a revolution in Jewish 
practice through the adoption and use 
of divers means, including secular 
ones, to a religious end ; the abandon- 
ment, at least for the occasion, of a 
congregational for a diocesan organi- 
zation, and of an individualistic for a 
collective method of supervision and 
enforcement. Suffice it to say that 
this is the business of the orthodox 
Jews, not of the people of the State 
of Xew York. Weighty considerations 
of policy have been argued, as, for 
example, the difficulties and dangers 
attendant upon prohibition, supported 
by penalties, of acts in themselves 
harmless, such as the purchase and 
sale of food killed and handled in ac- 
cordance with the dietary law, unless 
it bears the defendant's seal. Enough 
to reply that this court may not exam- 
ine such questions, which are matters 
for the orthodox Jew to settle for him- 
self according to his own law and his 
own Judgment. The people of this 
state and nation have made many ex- 
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periments upon matters vital to our 
very existence, and may freely contin- 
ue to do so whenever that is not for- 
bidden by our fundamental laws. We 
should be indignant were any official, 
without showing such a constitutional 
barrier, to deny us the right to make 
mistakes while pursuing our favorite 
practice of trial and error. Of course, 
a similar privilege belongs to all re- 
ligious bodies within their province, 
and not least to the Jews, whose po- 
licy is democratic as well as theocratic. 
We have no right to consider even 
whether the tribunals concerned gave 
too much attention to the evils found 
and the need of reform, too little to 
a statesmanlike consideration of the 
wisdom of the means to be adopted. If 
perchance the Rabbinate has unwit- 
tingly imposed upon the laity burdens 
too heavy to be borne, they will find 
it out, and may indeed be assisted by 
facts elicited upon this trial and not 
previously known. 

The court regrets the failure of an 
attempt to effect a settlement, contin- 
ued for several days, and the necessity 
after a long and bitter struggle between 



the parties, of awarding victory with- 
out peace. 

Judgment for defendant. Settle 
findings and decree accordingly. 

DR. HELLER'S ADDRESS 

(Continued from Page 15) 
begin to preach and to teach, the hearts 
and minds are immediately and com- 
pletely captivated. 

In Dr. Levinthal, my friends, we 
have the happy combination of kohen 
and novee. He loves his Temple of 
God, the Brooklyn Jewish Center, and 
he gives to this institution all of his 
heart. But his Jewish boundaries ex- 
tend everywhere. He always goes 
where he is needed. In one place he 
pleads the cause of Zionists, in another 
city he pleads the cause of Jewish ed- 
ucation, in still another city he pleads 
the cause of Hebrew Literature. All 
modestly and without pomp. 

My dear Dr. Levinthal, we are 
proud to call you brother. As thy name 
is, so do you symbolize Israel. We 
pray to the Almighty that he spare you 
for many years. We pray to God to 
send blessings upon you, your wife, 
and your children. 
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THEWORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 



AMERICAN Jewry is once again 
torn into factions on the prob- 
lem of the proposed World 
Jewish Congress, which is scheduled 
to convene in Geneva, on August 8th. 
For many years this theme aroused ve- 
hement discussion on the part of pro- 
ponents and opponents, both display- 
ing stubborn adherence to their views. 

In the last few months, however, 
this matter emerged from the sphere 
of theoretical discussion into the realm 
of reality. Its proponents, both here 
and abroad, determined to carry out 
their plans, announced the convening 
of the Congress, and called for popular 
elections of delegates. The opponents 
of the Congress increased their oppo- 
sition and did all in their power to 
stem the tide that was bringing the 
Congress into being. 

With all due deference to the lead- 
ers of both sides — and all of them are 
worthy of our respect and admiration 
for the great and noble services they 
have rendered to our people — it must 
be said that both have erred and are 
erring in their ways. Whatever may 
be said in defense of the arguments 
presented by the leaders of the Ameri- 
can Jewish Committee against the con- 
vening of the Congress at this time, 
the fact remains that the American 
Jewish Committee fails to realize that 
the movement has now become a folk 
movement, that the masses believe in 
it and have faith in it. that if the 
leaders now gave up the plan the peo- 
ple would feel that the leaders betray- 
ed them and betrayed their hopes. To 
understand the hold that the movement 
has on the Jewish rank and file one 
had but to see the faces of the 1500 
men and women who crowded the St. 
George Hotel ballroom at the Brook- 
lyn Conference in behalf of the Con- 
gress, and who came as duly elected 
delegates from hundreds of organiza- 
tions — synagogues, lodges, unions, etc. 
The masses look upon world Jewry as 
a drowning man, and feel that even a 
straw may hold some hope for them. 
To oppose at this time the convening 



of an Assembly of representatives of 
world Jewry to discuss the plight of 
the Jew is the height of folly. 

On the other hand, the proponents 
of the World Congress must realize 
that with this important element re- 
maining outside, the Congress is not 
representative of all Jewry, and that 
in the absence of these leaders of A- 
merica, England and France, the very 
cause of the Congress becomes weak- 
ened and ineffectual in the eyes of the 
world. 

It seems to us that not enough ef- 
fort has been made to bring about 
peace between these warring factions. 
Arguments and counter-arguments 
have been heard from both sides. 
Charges and counter-charges were 
made. But nothing has been done by 
any outside group or party to try to 
bring these forces together. We want 
to repeat what we had occasion to say 
at the Brooklyn Conference, that it 
should be the task of Brooklyn Jewry 
— ■ the largest Jewish community in 
.America — to take the lead in making 
peace bete wen both factions. If there 
is validity in some of the arguments 
of the American Jewish Committee it 
should not be difficult to make the pro- 
ponents of the Congress movement ac- 
cept them. On the other hand, we feel 
convinced that the leaders of the op- 
posing side would also listen to a rea- 
sonable presentation of the views in 
behalf of a World Assembly, and 
could be made to accept them. 

This is no time for a divided house 
of Israel. We feel it is not yet too 
late, despite the bitterness of feeling 
that the battle has aroused, to bring 
about a truce, — nay more, a real uni- 
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fled and harmonious action in behalf 
of World Jewry. Here is an oppor- 
tunity for Brooklyn Jewry to be of 
real and lasting service to our people. 
We hope that they will not permit this 
opportunity to slip by. 



CENTER'S FIRST CONSECRA- 
TION SERVICE ACCLAIMED 
BY CONGREGATION 

THE Consecration Service which 
took place in the Center Syna- 
gogue last Shabuoth morning won the 
hearts of everyone in the large congre- 
gation that filled our spacious Syna- 
gogue. What most impressed the con- 
gregation was the dignity as well as 
the sacred simplicity of the service. 
Everyone felt that it was an innova- 
tion worth while, that it would 
strengthen the Jewish loyalties of the 
girls in our community, and would 
create within their hearts a closer bond 
uniting them with their faith and peo- 
ple. The unanimity of the praises 
showered upon all who had anything to 
do with the Consecration Service is 
the best testimony of the favorable 
reaction it received from all sides. 

The Consecration was meaningful 
because the girls who were consecrated 
showed that they had mastered a 
knowledge of Jewish history and reli- 
gion and had an intimate knowledge 
of the Hebrew language. It is our 
fervent hope that all the future Con- 
secration classes will be of a simi- 
lar type, that only those girls will be 
admitted for Consecration who have 
had the advantage of years of Jewish 
study. What brought the ordinary 
Confirmation, as practiced in many 
Temples today, into disrepute is the 
fact that any girl of 13 or 14 years of 
age, without any Jewish knowledge, is 
permitted to take part in such a ser- 
vice. The Center is to be congratula- 
ted that it has set high standards for 
its daughters who aspire to Consecra- 
tion, and we hope that parents will 
co-operate in the endeavor to make 
this service a powerful motivating 
force in leading our girls to the foun- 
tains of Jewish learning. 
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LEON BLUM'S ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS ZIONISM 



TO OUR 
BELOVED PRESIDENT, 
JOSEPH M. SCHWARTZ 

EVERYONE connected with our 
Center — officers, trustees, directors 
and members of the staffs of every de- 
partment, join in a sincere and fervent 
prayer that our beloved president,, Mr. 
Joseph M- .Schwartz, may have a 
speedy and complete recovery from his 
present illness. The news of his sick- 
ness came as a shock to all his friends 
and has had a distressing effect upon 
all our activities. In the years of his 
leadership of our institution he has en- 
deared himself to everyone because of 
his devotion, his faithfulness, his com- 
radeship, and his friendship. The Cen- 
ter needs his loyal service and leader- 
ship. Prayerfully we look forward to 
having him back in our midst, restored 
to his full strength, health and vigor. 



HARVARD'S TRIBUTE TO 
JEWISH SCHOLARSHIP 

JEWISH scholarship was singularly 
recognized lately by Harvard Uni- 
versity, one of the world's outstanding 
seats of learning. In the list of 66 dis- 
tinguished men of letters upon whom 
it will confer honorary degrees on the 
historic occasion of its tercentenary 
celebration next September is the name 
of Louis Ginzberg, Professor of Tal- 
mud at the Jewish Theological Sem- 
enary of America. 

There are other Jews on the distin- 
guished list, but these are recognized 
for their contributions in the fields of 
science, art and philosophy. Professor 
Ginzberg's recognition comes to him 
because be is the world's foremost 
scholar in Rabbinic Literature and be- 
cause of his remarkable researches in 
the field of Talmudic learning. It 
is not often that Jewish scolarship as 
such is thus recognized by our modern 
universities. 

American Jewry may be justly proud 
of this honor that Harvard is confer- 
ring upon one of its illustrious teach- 
ers, and it may indeed rejoice that the 
literature of the Talmud has won the 
recognition of the scholars of the world 
that was its due. 

—I. II. L. 



YOU will be very surprised to 
see at this Agency gathering a 
man whose whole public activity 
and personal work are devoted to the 
cause of international Socialism, a man 
who, honesty compels me to declare 
has never disowned his origin or his 
religion, but on the contrary, has on 
every occasion and during every 
struggle, proudly proclaimed it. And 
yet I have to admit that I am detached 
from every creed and from every re- 
ligious activity. There are people who 
see in the Zionist work nothing but 
an expression of Jewish nationalism 
and fanaticism. If that were so, a 
Socialist could have nothing to do 
with it. International Socialism seeks 
to preserve the originality of all nations, 
the integrity of all languages, of all 
cultures and races, but it also endeav- 
ors to fashion them into a harmony 
which shall embrace all the higher 
thoughts of the common life. By a 
sort of historic miracle the Jewish 
Home in Palestine, that homstead des- 
tined to receive the suffering and per- 
secuted, the homesick Jews, is being 
established. I once called the Jewish 
people "the great victim of history". 
But through all the dispersion and all 
the vicissitudes of life the spirit of the 
Nation as remained intact. The Jewish 
people in Palestine is not distinguished 
from all other nations ; both stand un- 
der the protection of all the other na- 
tions and of the League of Nations. 
They must pursue the path of peace 
and order. They are far from being a 
nationalist State. The Jewish Palestine 
is the anticipation of the international 
nation. 

The cooperation of Socialists, such 
as we are, in the Socialist work of Pa- 
lestine has yet another significance. It 
means that the social work in Palestine 
is developing spontaneously in a new 
spirit. We do not mean to assert that 
Palestine can be transformed, as if by 
a magic wand, into a Collectivist micro- 
cosm. We don't set up any such doc- 
trine or chimera. We know that our 
theory cannot be realized in an organ- 
ism cut off from the world, but we 
believe that Palestine can be a wonder- 
ful laboratory for all reforms which 
mark the path of the present world- 
economic revolution. It can set the 
example by justice, by substantial e- 
quality, by peace, but by a peace built 
up on equality and justice. 

And the last meaning which I will 



This is the text of a speech delivered 
by Leon Blum at the Constitution 
Meeting of the Jewish Agency for Pal- 
estine held at Zurich in August, 1929. 
M. Blum was a delegate from the 
non-Zionists of France. 



venture to assign to our cooperation is 
that of influencing the form of our ad- 
ministration and of our government. 
We do not desire a Palestine which re- 
mains under the old theocracy, which 
we reject, and which more or less ori- 
ginated in the ancient conception. The 
administration of Palestine will be in- 
creasingly guided by the democratic 
principle. I have in mind a modern 
conception of the State in which an in- 
tensive cooperation of the political or- 
gans with all organizations, with the 
workers' organizations, embracing the 
workers both within and without the 
Trade Unions, is possible, and we ex- 
pect those workers' organizations fur- 
ther to develop their position as regards 
political power. 

I believe, my dear friends, that those 
conditions are assured to our work, in 
the history of which this day marks 
such a memorable turning point. I 
admit that it may be useful to turn to 
account in Palestine certain forms of 
modern Capitalism (laughter), but I 
believe that there is something else that 
is still more valuable and necessary, 
namely, to have public opinion on one's 
side. And public opinion is shaped by 
two classes of people ; by those who 
think and by those who work. In or- 
der to succeed one must collect all the 
great men in the world around one; 
hence the pride with which we are 
greeting here (turning to Prof. Ein- 
stein) the greatest of our contempor- 
aries (Cheers). But one must also win 
over the broad masses of the proletar- 
iat. And I welcome a valuable indica- 
tion of this in the fact that the Pales- 
tine workers' movement is playing an 
important part in international Social- 
ism. 

The winning of the masses will be 
a duty of the Agency which is being 
constituted today. The fulfilment of 
this duty will be very difficult, if con- 
sidered by itself, but it will be rela- 
tively easy, very easy, compared with 
the work of those upon whom it rested 
before we came. The fact of the con- 
(Continucd on page 19) 
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FRANCE'S JEWISH PREMIER-AESTHETE 

AND SOCIALIST 



LEON BLUM, the Jew who is 
making history in France, just 
as that other Jew, Disraeli, made 
history in England hefore him, is the 
descendant of Lassalle and Marx. He 
is, at the moment the foremost Social- 
ist in the world, and like them, he did 
not come to his socialism through per- 
sonal economic pressure. He arrived at 
socialism intellectually and emotionally. 

Blum is not a worker. On the con- 
trary he is, fundamentally, what is 
known as an aesthete. He was born 64 
years ago of a family of wealthy Al- 
satian silk merchants. He began adult 
life as a connoisseur of the arts. Poetry, 
the theatre, interested him most. The 
social system interested him largely 
through its satirical implications. Thus, 
quite early in his young manhood he 
used his literary talent for the writing 
of a book in which he stated that since 
human beings were naturally polygam- 
ous, since it was positive that neither 
man nor woman could naturally be con- 
tent with one mate, the laws of France 
should be changed to permit the people 
to follow their normal sexual instincts. 
Those who are interested in this theory, 
and can read French, will find it in a 
book called "Du Manage." But it 
might be quite safely said that its au- 
thor, now the chief law-maker of 
France, will pay no attention to what 
he wrote in it. 

For some years the young intellec- 
tual found satisfaction in artistic act- 
ivity. He wrote on literature and the 
theatre — often brilliantly — and par- 
alleled the existence of some wealthy 
Americans' sons whose names are fre- 
quently found in the newspapers and 
magazines and on the rolls of cultural 
organizations. 

But then, following the course of 
other rich young aesthetes, he began 
to discover an emptiness in his life. He 
found that merely dabbling in the arts 
was not a profession that could give 
nourishment to the mind and fill the 
heart. He saw no possible harvest for 
his intellectual sowing, and wiser than 
most affluent youths of this type, he 
saved himself from a sterile, cynical 
existence by taking up a useful work. 
He began the study of law and in time 
was graduated as an attorney. 

With his background it was almost 
inevitable that he should begin to as- 
sociate himself with men of radical 
minds. The Dreyfus case acted as a 



By JOSEPH KAYE 

powerful stimulant for him and stabi- 
lized his mental strivings. He took part 
in the Dreyfus campaign with the 
eminent Socialist leader, Jean Jaures, 
and thereafter became attached to the 
French Socialists. 

He not only became a Socialist lead- 
er himself, but he attracted followers 
because of his personality. He became 
the center of a personal group who had 

Leon Blum s Creed 

WHEN all is said and done it is 
Socialism alone that can destroy 
the old instincts and cure humanity of 
all her old psychoses. The name of this 
cure is moral disarmament. As the 
workers grow stronger Socialism will 
be more and more successful in carry- 
ing out this task. The working class is 
fighting and will finally supplant the 
social order which always has contain- 
ed and still contains the physical seeds 
of war .... The success of any sys- 
tem of mutual guarantees and agree- 
ments will ultimately depend on the 
pressure of the workers on the govern- 
ment, and any system of effective con- 
trol must depend on the will of the 
working class. The violation of inter- 
national agreements can be prevented 
by the resistance and the "sanctions" 
of the workers. 

"The obvious conclusion can be best 
found in Anatole France's words: 
"The union of the workers will bring 
Peace to the world." 



the most intense admiration for him. 
Later, when he became the leader of 
the "Socialist bloc" in the Chamber of 
Deputies, this adulation of his follow- 
ers became renowned. As one writer 
expressed it: "They (the Socialist De- 
puties) not only follow him in the 
Chamber but even ape him. When he 
claps his hands they clap their hands ; 
when he is amused they are all amused ; 
when he stalks to the Tribune to hurl 
torrents of sarcasm and scathing in- 
uendo at the Cabinet — any Cabinet — 
they are all ecstatic, then uproarious 
with cheers." 

As leader of the French Socialists, 
who became a strong influence in the 



ixjlitical life of the country, Blum's 
policy was to harass all governments 
except when they proposed bills his 
party favored, lie always refused to 
enter the French cabinets, despite many 
invitations, waiting until he could be 
backed by a socialist majority. 

Although thoroughly assimilated 
Blum has never hedged on his Jewish- 
ness. "As far as 1 am concerned," he 
once wrote, "I am a French Jew, and 
I can conscientiously say that I am a 
good Frenchman. I find that my an- 
cestors were Alsatians, which means 
that they were French. J was brought 
up a Frenchman, I have held official 
positions, I speak French perfectly and 
without a trace of foreign accent ; even 
mv facial features are free of conspicu- 
ously racial traits. I am entitled to con- 
sider myself assimilated, and I feel 
sure that there is no element, however 
subtle, of the French spirit, French 
honor or French culture which is a rien 
to me. 

"Vet. though I feel myself to be gen- 
uinely French, I do, at the same time, 
feel that I am a Jew ... I have al- 
ways known that a Jew can be nothing 
hut a Jew." 

Blum has made himself intensely 
hated in France by the Rightist ele- 
ments. One Royalist leader, Charles 
Maurras, went so far as to write in 
his organ: "I make myself personally 
responsible for the assassination of 
Blum." Another writer burst out edi- 
torialy: "Blum! Blum! Blum! Your 
name, is like the sound of bullets en- 
tering a traitor's breast. Blum! Blum! 
Blum !" 

Recently there was the famous riot in 
Paris during which Blum was attacked 
and injured by the Royalists. And the 
world has also been told how a member 
of the French fascists rose up in the 
Chamber after Blum had won the elec- 
tions and proclaimed that it was a sad 
day for France that for the first time 
in its history it was to be governed by 
a Jew. 

But balanced against this hatred is 
the support of the majority of his 
countrymen, and the international pres- 
tige that Blum now enjoys. He is the 
first Jew to lead the government in 
France, and if his government survives 
he may become immortalized in French 
history. No other modern French lead- 
er undertook to execute such vast re- 
forms and changes. 
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BLESSED ARE THE SILENT 



THE greatest heroism is displayed 
by those who work silently, by 
those who, immutable of pur- 
pose, disregard popular battle-cries, 
who see their goal clearly before them 
and permit nothing to turn them aside. 
No halo shines about the heads of these 
firm, steadfast workers; sensational- 
ism, avid for dazzling effect, turns 
away in disgust from these uninterest- 
ing figures. The lovers of loud and 
heated disputes are bored by those who 
keep silence, and turn away from them 
to the places where "life" is seething, 
where men are noisily "struggling" un- 
mindful of the past or their responsi- 
bility toward the future — to the fata 
morgana of real life and genuine strug- 
gle. 

It is the genius of a race, in the col- 
lective soul and historic emanation of 
a people that we find heroism. The 
complex of national struggles is re- 
vealed in history, in life, in movement 
and other phenomena and elements, in 
the entire mechanism of the general 
national development. We conduct our 
national struggle in a manner of our 
own. characterized by introspection, 
resolute daring, a capacity for suffer- 
ing, inexhaustible, immeasurable per- 
severance, the will to historic endur- 
ance, that Bogen des Bundes between 
the distant past and the present, and 
solidarity and the common destiny of 
the entire nation in all its strata, from 
the highest to the lowest, despite its 
many diversities and isolated cases of 
detachment. 

The silent heroism of our race is 
being welded in the mysterious forge 
of hidden powers. We have struggled ; 
no other people has fought so mightily 
for its existence. But we fought with- 
out rhetorical flourish, without speak- 
ing of our struggle, without making it 
our fetish. 

The struggle of our nation consisted 
of its living and working, of its carry- 
ing through what it considered essen- 
tial for the preservation of its identity 
and its historic heritage. It understood 
that moral strength lies in knowledge 
rather than in the formulation of sta- 
tutes, in fervor rather than in social 
ties, in austerity of spirit rather than 
in rigorous organization. So far as it 
was able it avoided useless contention 
against other peoples or religions ; only 



By NAHUM SOKOLOW 

external forces beyond its control some- 
times succeeded in pulling it into aim- 
less disputes. It has never made spon- 
taneous efforts to proselytize others, 
and has refused to yield to the prosely- 
tizing of others. It has refrained from 
speaking grandiloquently of its univer- 
sal mission — not because it doubts the 
words of the prophets who proclaimed 
our eternal mission among the nations, 
but because its tact and practical logic 
forbade it to trumpet forth endlessly 
dissertations on the ultimate aims that 
lie hidden in the dawn of time and 
the womb of the future. It is only un- 
der the influence of the reform move- 
ment that German- Jewish orators and 
preachers developed the mission-prase- 
ology that eventually led them to deny 
themselves and the traditions of their 
own people, and to dissolve in the 
"great ocean of humanity." Neither 
the masses nor their actual spokesmen 



VIGOROUS without being blatant, 
scholarly without being aca- 
demic, a gentleman without af- 
fectation and above all a man who is 
loved for his human qualities as well as 
a rabbi who is respected for his sincer- 
ity, is Dr. Israel H. Levinthal of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center who was hon- 
ored last Thursday evening, April 23, 
on the occasion of the completion of 
25 years of his ministry. It has been 
an exceptionally effective ministry. 

The best way to judge a rabbi is to 
find out what his rabbinical colleagues 
think of him. If the rabbis of Brooklyn 
were called upon to select from among 
themselves a Chief Rabbi for that 
community they would without a doubt 
nominate and elect Dr. Levinthal to 
that office. For it is to him that they 
look constantly for guidance, counsel 
and leadership. 

Richly earned was the splendid tri- 
bute paid to him not only by his flock 
but by the larger community of Israel 
which he has so brilliantly served. He 
is a preacher of high calibre and his 
public utterances have always been in- 
fomed with the true Jewish spirit. But 
a real rabbi is more than a pulpiteer, 
more than the presiding genius of a 
synagogue. He is a leader of Jewry. 
And wise, far-seeing leadership whe- 



knew, or wished to know, those little 
tractates, slogans, appeals or programs. 
Their instinct of self-preservation told 
them that resolutions and confessions 
of faith alone are insufficient, that 
deeds and thorough-going work are es- 
sential. After surviving so many strug- 
gles, they reasoned, they needed to es- 
tablish a firm and peaceful existence. 

This is the nature of our national 
heroism, tn which we owe our being : 
practical idealism, the appreciation of 
deeds as more potent than words, and 
positive creative work clearly directed 
toward definite goals. But it is far 
from our intention to glorify the past 
centuries where these goals are con- 
cerned. For as a result of our eternal 
wanderings under the most terrible of 
conditions insufficient attention has 
been given to one of the most impor- 
tant of these : The absolute necessity 
of a national center. 



ther among the ministry or the laitv 
is exceedingly rare in Israel. Particu- 
larly in Brooklyn which is noted for 
its vast Jewish community, the office 
of the rabbi is no sinecure. It is a man- 
size job. The conscientious rabbi in 
such a community is subjected to the 
ceaseless strain of a thousand demands. 
His activities are concerned with hu- 
man problems which touch not only the 
lives of the people of his congregation 
but also affect the well-being of Jewrv 
at large. He is a lecturer, preacher, or- 
ganizer, counselor, conciliator and edu- 
cator. During his quarter of a cen- 
tury of consecrated labor, Dr. Levin- 
thal has discharged all these functions 
with eminent success. And with it all 
he has found time to be an author of no 
mean ability. He is a tower of strength 
to metropolitan and American Jewry. 

But his outstanding achievement is 
the Brooklyn Jewish Center itself 
which is a living monument to the 
world's largest Jewish community. 
This remarkable institution of Jewish 
religious life and culture has, since its 
inception, reflected the energy, the de- 
votion and the powerful spiritual lead- 
ership of its beloved rabbi, Dr. Israel 
1 1 . Levinthal. 

— (Editorial in Jewish Examiner) 
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EYE-WITNESS REPORT ON THE PALESTINE 

SITUATION 

By MORDECAI HALEVI 

(Special Correspondence to the "Review" Dated May 10th) 



FOR the fourth time since the Bal- 
four declaration acknowledged 
officially the right of the Jew to 
rebuild his old new home, the soil of 
his former glorv was painted red by 
the blood of his sons. 1920. 1921, 1929. 
and now 1936 bear witness to the truth 
of the old saying: "Bedamaich chai," 
"By thy blood shalt thou live." 

Eretz Israel has been shaken to its 
very depths by these new massacres, 
committed by wild, incited Arab mobs. 

Eighteen "Kedoshim." at this writ- 
ing, were brought to their early graves 
in the land which beckoned to them as 
a haven of refuge from the "Galuth" 
persecutions. Thousands accompanied 
them in solemn silence to the place of 
their final abode, with hearts full of 
pain, and eyes full of tears, as for 
brothers who fell victims in the strug- 
gle of their people for a place under 
the sun to live, as sacrifices for the 
well-being of "Klal Israel." They fell, 
not the first ones nor, alas, the last 
ones, but "dying they commanded us 
to live an everlasting life" by making 
the ties between our people and our 
land even more binding. How well did 
the few funeral orations voice the gen- 
eral feeling of all Israel to go on with 
its task without abatement despite all 
hindrances. The disorders of 1920-21 
laid the foundations of the Emek Jes- 
reel and marked the expansion of Tel 
Aviv ; the massacres of 1929 paved the 
road of Emek Zebulun and its indus- 
trial center ; and this latest blood-bath 
will result in an even greater growth 
of the Yishuv. the peaceful coloniza- 
tion and rebuilding of the wastes of the 
land being our only weapon in face of 
our enemy. 

Besides those killed, several dozens 
were wounded, many quite seriously; 
several thousands of refugees from 
Jaffa sought safety in Tel Aviv, leav- 
ing behind them burning and pillaged 
homes. Yet, this is not all. While di- 
rect, mass bloodshed was stopped by 
the police, the peace of the country has 
been definitely ruined. The Arabs have 
declared a prolonged strike in order to 
force the government to yield to their 
demands. This strike is not unanimous, 
for the villagers hardly participate in it, 



and in the cities the Christian Arabs 
oppose it openly. Nor do all the Mos- 
lems favor it. Yet the militant ele- 
ments, who are pretty well organized, 
force their will upon many by threats 
and molestation. Daily demonstrations 
are taking place under the eyes of the 
police in various cities, leaving behind 
them wounded from both camps; traf- 
fic on the highways is in need of heavy 
police protection ; buildings and, what 
is even worse, the fields with their 
crops, are being set on fire in the dark- 
ness of the night in many parts of the 
country. The week of April 19 caused 
heavy losses to the Emek Jesreel fields, 
the crops of Ein Harod and Beth Alfa 
while the water power station of Tel 
Josef was devoured by fire. The week 
of the 26th these scenes were repeated 
in our own neighborhood of Hadera, 
in Samaria. As I was standing guard 
on my own post on the school premises 
1 watched one night with helpless an- 
ger the burning of the huge packing 
house of the "Apai" (the Palestine Or- 
ange Syndicate) on Hadera Station, 
and the following night the sky was 
turned crimson by the flames shooting 
forth from the fields of the neighbor- 
ing Emek Hafer. Calm for us here is 
evidently not to be for a long time to 
come. The Jewish population lives al- 
most normally by day. but the night 
brings a feverish restlessness, and 
watch is being kept from North to 
South against possible sudden attacks. 

In connection with this state of un- 
rest some points are of great signifi- 
cance. No Jewish settlement was so far 
attacked openly, the Arabs knowing 
full well, as they admit themselves, 
that they are bound to be met with a 
strong and damaging resistance. They 
are therefore compelled to limit them- 
selves to guerilla warfare, springing 
upon unprotected people or places in 
the dark and from behind, or to find- 
ing satisfaction in mass attacks in 
which they number hundreds against 
one or a few when these happen to 
come unguarded in their midst. One 
would consequently be little surprised 
to find this state of high tension among 
the Jews broken by acts of revenge 
carried into the opposing camp by some 



hotheads. Meanwhile, however, we are 
rightfully boasting of the spirit of self- 
control and of our obedience to the 
instructions of our leaders to mark 
time and keep cool under all sorts of 
provocation. 

Moreover, the whole life process of 
Viskur is flowing smoothly. The 
schools are open. They were not even 
closed for one day. Inter-connection by 
rail and bus, interrupted for a while, 
is now almost normal, field work, plan- 
tations, industry and commerce, even 
theatres and concerts are continuing 
uninterruptedly. Last week a great 
congress of the Jewish International 
Physicians' Union took place in Tel 
Aviv. To have convened at such a time 
of sorrow and unrest and to have car- 
ried on discussions of a scientific na- 
ture bore witness to our inner strength 
and to the peaceful and cultural nature 
of our mission in he rebuilding of 
Eretz Israel. 

Even greater proof of a similar kind 
was offered to the world by the open- 
ing on the appointed day and hour, on 
the 30th of April at 3:15 P.M., of the 
Seventh Levant Fair in Tel Aviv un- 
der the auspices of the High Commis- 
sioner. Both he, in his opening words, 
and Sir Thomas, Secretary of State 
for the Dominions, who greeted the 
gathering in the name of his govern- 
ment, stressed among other things the 
undaunted spirit of the builders of 
civilization on the meeting point of 
three continents. 

Vet both speakers, as if by agree- 
ment, carefully avoided mentioning the 
name of Jew in their words of praise, 
keeping to the policy of dodging, and 
preferring vague words leading to 
double interpretations. This policy of 
equal balancing would not have been 
so bad were it indeed just in its im- 
partiality to both sides. To our sorrow 
we must say that in this dualism the 
Jewish side is the sufferer by far. The 
government plays its game of rope- 
dancing in the great political world 
arena, and at present its interest leans 
towards the Arab side. To us living in 
Kretz Israel proofs of this one-sided- 
ly Continued on next Page) 
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ness are not needed. We are practically 
over-satiated with them. It is my pur- 
pose to present here a number of illus- 
trative examples of this partiality so 
that you may realize why the Yishuv, 
with all due gratitude for the protec- 
tion of the police, is vociferant with 
indignation at the conduct of the gov- 
ernment, accusing it of laxity and cri- 
minal negligence of duty, and actually 
laying at its doors — even if not direct- 
ly, as in the memorable days of former 
High Commissioner Chancelor — the 
recent bloodshed and the continuing 
upheaval. 

The Jews in Eretz Israel, while only 
a third of the population, present the 
greater source of income to the gov- 
ernment. The Alyiah is nearly a hun- 
dred per cent Jewish, land transactions, 
commerce and industry with all incum- 
bered taxes and tariffs, being above 
seventy-five per cent. 

Based upon this fact, the famous 
MacDonald letter to Dr. Weitzman, 
coming as it did upon the heels of the 
Jewish protestations in connection with 
the evil Passfield laws, stated in clear 
words the promise of guarding the 
rights and interests of the Jews in this 
land, not alone according to their 
numbers, but in proportion to their 
share in the government income. This 
solemn promise was in reality never 
kept; what is more, no attempt was 
made to grant us the due position to 
which we were entitled as a third of 
the population. 

The most elementary and self-evid- 
ent right as far as protection of life 
and property is concerned would find 
its expression in the strength allowed 
us in the police force of the land. Yet 
among a force of over 1,500 the Jews 
number only 300, the rest being Brit- 
ish and Arab. Many were the incidents 
in which Arab guardians of order were 
found guilty of failing in their plainest 
duty. Here is one instance : Two Jews 
were attacked while traveling by auto 
from Safed to Tiberias and saved 
themselves by escaping to the nearest 
police station. When they told what 
had happened the Arab officer replied 
curtly: "You Jews have just murdered 
a hundred of ours, yet you are unable 
to digest a minor abuse." 

In days of peace as well as in days 
of trouble the Arab press is poisoning 
the few thousand readers among their 
hundreds of thousands of illiterates 
with the vilest lies, insinuations and in- 
stigations. How can the Arab police- 
man, feeding upon this stuff easily, 
serve the Jew as the pillar of strength 



he is supposed to be? Our demand for 
an increase of Jews in the police force 
was never more just than at present; 
yet a very mild promise to satisfy this 
demand was immediately withdrawn 
upon the protest of the Arab leaders. 

The number of Jewish workers and 
officials in all government departments 
and public works is minimal, and every 
addition goes through a process of 
birth-pains. The port of Jaffa for in- 
stance, is controlled completely by 
Arabs. Since the strike was declared 
the port has been completely closed, 
so that all ships are now directed to 
the port of Haifa. Settlers and mer- 
chandise are all at the will of the mis- 
guided Arab workers. However, no 
amount of protestations on our part 
can move the government to break its 
law affecting the Jewish port worker. 

But why should Tel Aviv, with its 
150,000 inhabitants.be dependent upon 
the good will of the smaller city of 
Jaffa, which has only a population of 
40,000? There is now being awaited a 
boycott of all concerned against the 
Jaffa port, coupled with a demand for 
a port, or at least a landing place for 
passengers and goods, in Tel Aviv. 
This demand is not new. There was 
even an offer by a private company to 
finance the whole project, but the gov- 
enment stubbornly refused to listen to 
any proposals of this sort. 

It is the same with all other gov- 
ernment departments and institutions. 
The bulk of the Tel Aviv business, le- 



ARICH Jewish citizen of Jerusa- 
lem died and strangely enough, 
left his entire fortune to a slave in- 
stead of to his only son, who was liv- 
ing in another part of Palestine. There 
was only one provision in the will 
benefiting the son, and that was that 
he had the privilege of asking for one 
thing from the estate. 

The slave was overjoyed when the 
will was read to him and he hastily 
prepared himself for the journey to in- 
form the son of his, the slave's good 
fortune — which was in truth, the son's 
misfortune. Arrived at the town where 
his late master's son resided, the slave 
at once broke the news to him. 

The son was heart-broken. His 
father's will showed that he had 
neither affection for his only son nor 
cared what became of him. He sor- 
rowed that entire day and in the morn- 
ing went to a good friend of his, a 



gal, financial, etc., must be carried on 
in the dirty, crooked streets of the 
unfriendly neighbor city, with a great 
loss of time and energy. One ought to 
see the palatial, half empty post office 
building in Jaffa, while in Tel Aviv a 
small structure with insufficient help 
plays on the nerves of hundreds daily. 

One of the victims of two weeks ago 
was Pshigoda, a clerk in a lawyer's of- 
fice. He was killed while on his way 
from the courts. All Jewish lawyers 
and clerks have recently made a joint 
demand to transfer all law institutions 
to Tel Aviv as a matter of safety. As 
yet lawyers and witnesses are still be- 
ing taken to the courts in Jaffa under 
police protection. One interesting, al- 
most phenomenal fact is related by the 
press : last week close to four hundred 
law proceedings were Jewish as against 
four Arabian. 

In connection with courts and law 
suits the following two incidents beg 
to be related : The first took place a 
few months ago in Haifa city court be- 
fore an Arab judge. A friend of mine 
put in a claim against her Arab land- 
lord. Her lawyer was a Jew, the de- 
fendant's an Arab, of course. In the 
course of the arguments the Arab law- 
yer interrupted the Jewish lawyer with 
a shout: "Shut up, you dog!" The Jew 
at once requested the judge to postpone 
the case until action could be taken by 
him against the offender. The judge 
then turned to the three Arab witnesses 
(Continued on Page 21) 



noted rabbi, and told his story with bit- 
ter complaints. 

The rabbi pondered over the situa- 
tion for a while then a smile broke 
over his wise old face. 

'"Nay, my son," he said, thou hast no 
cause to upbraid thy father." 

The young man regarded his friend 
with surprise. "I will tell thee," con- 
tinued the rabbi, "thy father knew that 
thou wert away in a distant city and 
thy journey to Jerusalem would take 
thee some days. Meanwhile the slave, 
in whose charge thy father's property 
would necessarily be placed, would be 
tempted to despoil it. In leaving his 
possessions to the slave he knew they 
would be safe, and in allowing thee the 
choice of one thing he knew that you 
would choose the slave himself. Since 
everything a slave owns belongs to his 
master, you would therefore become 
the owner of your father's property." 
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JUDAISM in TRANSITION 

A Review and A Critique 

By DR. ISRAEL HERBERT LEVINTHAL 



ANYTHING that comes from 
the pen of Professor Kaplan 
makes worth-while as well as 
interesting reading. For Professor 
Kaplan is one of that small band of 
serious thinkers in American Jewish 
life who grapple with the problem of 
the future of the spiritual life of the 
Jew. Whether you agree with his phil- 
osophy or are opposed to it, you must 
admit the fervent and sincere note of 
his convictions and the serious thought 
that he gives to all the problems that 
face te Jew today. 

And yet it must be admitted that 
this new book of his, "Judaism In 
Transition,"* comes as a distinct anti- 
climax to his previous work — his clas- 
sic — "Judaism As A Civilization." In 
the latter we enjoyed a brilliant an- 
alysis of present-day tendencies in 
Jewish life. Like a master diagnosti- 
cian Professor Kaplan gave us a de- 
tailed, as well as a devastating analysis 
of the various movements and parties 
that make up our modern religion. 
Mercilessly he searched for all the dis- 
eased elements in our communal life 
and held up to our eyes the plague 
spots that affect our whole conception 
of the Jewish life. 

We may have disagreed with is con- 
clusions ; we may have regretted his 
almost brutal frankness in dealing with 
such delicate themes, but we had to ad- 
mire the depths of his research as well 
a> his remarkable diagnostic skill. 

Many had hoped that in this vol- 
ume, wich is much smaller and more 
popularly written than his previous 
rather ponderous work, the ordinary 
lay reader would find a brief summary 
of his theories, so that not only the 
professional student but also the rank 
and file of our people might get a clear- 
er understanding of their meaning and 
.significance. 

Hut this volume is not a summary 
of his previous work. It represents an 
attempt to translate the philosophy of 
Judaism as a Civilization into action 
and to apply it in our every-day com- 
munal life. Here you will find ad- 
dresses wich the professor delivered, 
and papers which he read, at gather- 

* Judaism In Transition. By Mordecai M. Kap- 
an. Covici-Friedi, N. Y. $2.50. 



ings dealing with practical phases of 
Jewish life and problems. 

And herein lies our disappointment. 
This reviewer had occasion to state in 
his estimate of "Judaism As A Civili- 
zation" that Professor Kaplan is ex- 
pert as a diagnostician and weakest 
when he attempts the role of therapeu- 
tist. In this volume Professor Kaplan 
is no longer the diagnostician but the 
therapeutist, who offers his remedies 
and who applies his cures for the ail- 
ments that affect Jewish life, and when 
he appears in this role, even his ad- 
miring disciples must admit keen dis- 
appointment. Perhaps it is too much 
to expect from one man — to be expert 
in both these fields. It would be suf- 
ficient a contribution on his part were 
he to confine his gifts to analysis alone. 
But Professor Kaplan is not content 
to do so, and perhaps that is the rea- 
son for the failure of his philosophy 
to make a deeper impression on Amer- 
ican Israel than it has. 

* * * 

One of the principal themes that 
Professor Kaplan discusses is the or- 
ganization of American Jewry. A long 
chapter at the beginning of the book 
takes up this subject, and, as if that 
were not enough, he offers two addi- 
tional discussions of this theme in a 
supplement. But upon reading his an- 
alysis and suggestions one gets the im- 
pression that they come from a man 
residing on Mars not on earth, such 
little intimate knowledge of Jewish na- 
ture, as well as of Jewish mass and 
communal life, does the author reveal. 
He thinks that by one stroke of the 
pen you can eradicate the individual 
propensities of Jewish nature and turn 
the Jewish people into a group of pup- 
pets who will good-naturedly say yes 
to all your doings. Read his first sug- 
gestion in discussing the "Functions of 
a Jewish Community Organization" 
(page 80) and you will see how far 
removed Professor Kaplan is from the 
actual scene of Jewish life. The Catho- 
lic Church, with almost seventeen cen- 
turies of centralized auhority to which 
even - individual bows in reverent sub- 
mission, might accept the formula: 
"All these functionaries and employees 
(speaking of Rabbis, Cantors, educa 
tors, social workers, schochtim, Molie- 



lim and the like) should be employed 
and paid by the community, which 
should likewise define their duties, the 
terms of their employment and the 
standards of service required." But 
certainly no large group of Jews of 
diversified beliefs, tastes, traditions, 
would ever be ready to accept it. 
Professor Kaplan himself seems to 
sense the difficulty, for he says, "Jew- 
ish organization cannot follow the 
Catholic model, because it has no hier- 
archy, and is not dogmatically united 
as is the Catholic Church" (page 90), 
and yet, his program assumes those 
very qualities which he admits we do 
not possess. 

Or when he speaks of the economic 
activities of the Jewish community or- 
ganization for the purpose of securing 
occupational distribution among Jews, 
we feel again that for the portrayal of 
a Utopia it may have some meaning, 
but for a realistic remedy of a problem 
that must be solved, the proposed sug- 
gestions are meaningless. When he 
discusses the cultural function of the 
proposed organization he makes the 
prevalent mistake of thinking that the 
problem is the lack of educational facil- 
ities, whereas the problem is how to 
make the people want Jewish culture 
and take advantage of the facilities 
that are already available. 

Perhaps the clearest example show- 
ing Professor Kaplan's total aloofness 
from every-day Jewish life is his dis- 
cussion of the communal budget and 
the allocation of funds for all com- 
munal purposes (page 304). He states: 
"Although it would lack the power to 
impose taxes for Jewish community 
purposes, it might lay down standard's 
for voluntary self-taxation on the same 
lines as prevailing income taxes, and 
with similar exemptions, to insure that 
the burden for supporting Jewish com- 
munal life shall, as far as possible, 
be borne by those best able to do so." 
Does the Professor mean to imply that 
the government income tax is a "vol- 
untary sel f -taxation" ? He anticipates 
what the reader will be quick to feel, 
that his entire description "will prob- 
ably be considered by many as Utopian" 
( page 307), and he gives a fine defense 
of all Utopian plans. But let us be clear 
(Continued on next Page) 
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about it. If all this discussion is for a 
Utopia, well and good. But if it is seri- 
ously suggested for our present every- 
day Jewish life, with our present aver- 
age Jewish man and woman, it is 
hardly necessary to consider what 
chance it has to be of any value. 

One of the most disappointing chap- 
ters in the entire volume is the one 
that discusses: "New Emphases in 
Jewish Education." Here our disap- 
pointment is apt to border on anger. 
For Professor Kaplan is primarily the 
Jewish educator. For more than a 
quarter of a century he labored in the 
field of Jewish education. If his con- 
clusions as to the value of teaching 
the Bible, the Prayer Book and Jewish 
history to our children are correct, 
then we may as well close all our 
schools and disband at once the Teach- 
ers' Institute, of which he is the head. 
But here again our author shows that 
he lives far removed from the scene 
of actual Jewish life. He is enrap- 
tured with the new fashion of Adult 
Education. This reviewer certainly 
does not minimize the importance 
of Adult Education. The establish- 
ment of our own Center Institute of 
Jewish Studies for Adults, which is 
one of the best in all the land, clear- 
ly proves that we are alive to the need 
of adult study. But one must live in 
the clouds to put all hope for future 
American Jewish life upon this activ- 
ity. As a matter of fact, anyone who 
has had anything to do with the actual 
work of adult teaching knows how lit- 
tle we may expect from that field. That 
little may be very important and wor- 
thy of much effort. But to say, as Pro- 
fessor Kaplan says, that we must put 
"the main emphasis for the present on 
the education of the Jewish adolescent 
and adult rather than on that of the 
child" (page 155), seems to this writer 
a bit of folly. 

Another chapter that brought keen 
disappointment to this reviewer is the 
one entitled: "The Rabbinic Training 
For Our Day". Even at the risk of 
frequent repetition, it must be said that 
Professor Kaplan evidently shows a 
lack of understanding of the Jew as 
he really is, and of Jewish needs as they 
present themselves tod a) . The failure 
of Rabbinic training today, he feels, 
is due, among other things, to the lack 
of sufficient training in modern social 
sciences. Had the author been more at 
home with the Jewish masses whom 
these Rabbis serve he would have 
known that it is just the reverse,— 
that they feel that that is the only 
thing they know. They expect their 



Rabbi to know that with which he is 
supposed to be expert — Torah, not 
subjects which abound with experts. 
Professor Kaplan feels that the Semi- 
naries should offer more teaching in 
modern social science. As if the young 
student cannot get that knowdedge in 
the college or university, and is depen- 
dent for it upon his theological school ! 

Enough has been here said to give an 
idea of the practical value of these pro- 
posed solutions of the problems that 

face the American Jew. 

* * * 

It is not easy to express disapproval 
of views presented by one whom you 
greatly respect and admire. The fact, 
however, that such views come from 
one who holds our esteem dare not 
thwart us from scrutinizing them thor- 
oughly and to refute them, if refutation 
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is necessary. The reader may recall the 
beautiful Talmudic legend which tells 
us that when God was about to give 
the Torah to the Israelites the angels 
in the heavens presented lengthy argu- 
ments to prove why the Torah should 
not be given. The reasoning appeared 
so true and so logical as almost to 
withstand contradiction. Hut God call- 
ed unto Moses and said: "Moses, you 
answer their arguments!" For the mo- 
ment, the legend goes on, Moses was 
speechless. How dared he, ordinary 
mortal, to find fault with the reasoning 
of angels? How dared he to refute 
them? But God encouraged him, say- 
ing: "Hold on tight to the Throne of 
My Glory, and answer them!" (Shab- 
bat 88b) Even angels must be refuted, 
if their arguments are fallacious, 
(Co)itinued on Page 19) 



IDEAL EDUCATION for the JEWISH CHILD 

By IRENE BUSH 



THE foremost educators of our 
day came to the conclusion that 
in our complicated age it is not 
enough for a child to know his three 
R's. These are important of course, 
but it is much more important for a 
child to learn how to adjust himself to 
the complicated society of which he is 
to become a member. 

The Jewish child is confronted with 
an additional problem. For him the 
three R's are certainly not sufficient. 
What the child needs most is inner se- 
curity, just pride in his ancestry, love 
for his beautiful heritage and for his 
people. 

The Center Academy was founded 
by a group of thoughtful parents who 
were aware of these problems and 
sought to make the wealth of Jewish 
culture an integral part of their chil- 
dren's education. Thus, the aim of the 
school is to develop the child not only 
as a worth)- member of societv, but al- 
so as a worth}' Jewish member of 
society. 

We give our children a broad back- 
ground of the culture of mankind, and 
at the same time we make him acquain- 
ted with the rich contributions which 
our people made to this culture. A 
child can not help being proud of his 
Jewishness when he is familiar with 
his history. Shouldn't he be taught 
that his ancestor Moses preceded Lin- 
coln, by approximately 3500 years? 
Should we let our children grow up 
not knowing that the earliest and no- 
blest proponent of world peace was the 
lewish prophet Isaiah who lived about 
720 B. C. ? 



At the time when the world knew 
only war, conquest and acquisition, Is- 
aiah came forth with this startling mes- 
sage of the brotherhood of men : 

"And they shall beat their swords 

into plowshares 
And their spears into pruning- 

hooks 

Nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation 
Neither shall they learn war any 

more." 

But we at the Center Academy are 
mindful of the fact that mere knowl- 
edge of things Jewish is not enough to 
bind the child to his people. We know 
that in order to he effective this knowl- 
edge must be accompanied bv love for 
our heritage. And perhaps therein lies 
the difference l>etween our school and 
the old type Hebrew school. It is the 
difference of emphasis. If our pupils 
cover less ground in the Bible we have 
the satisfaction to know that by paus- 
ing to point out the beauties and the 
high ideals of the Book we make our 
children love and revere it. 

By tying up the teachings of the 
B ble with modern life, they learn to 
know the everlasting significance of 
our message to the world. By celebra- 
ting i he holidays at school they learn 
the beauty and poetry attached to these 
holidays. 

The knowledge of and the love for 
these precious possessions of his race 
will help the Jewish child preserve his 
own most precious possessions — his 
dignity, his moral and spiritual integ- 
rity, his inner self. 
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CELEBRATING THE SEVENTIETH BIRTHDAY of 
SAUL MOISEYEVICH GINSBURG, FOUNDER 
of YIDDISH JOURNALISM 



THE writings of Saul Moiseyevicli 
Ginsburg are virtually unknown 
tn the Anglo- and American- 
Jewish reader. To appreciate him one 
must necessarily have at least an ac- 
quaintance with his work, and with the 
simplicity and lucidity of his writings 
which have appeared mainh in Rus- 
sian, and also in Yiddish and He- 
brew. Today, he lives a retired and se- 
cluded life in the l'nited States. Fate 
brought him to Lincoln, Nebraska. At 
the height of Ginsburg's career, when 
he played such a prominent yet unas- 
suming part in Russian-Jewish life, he 
would never have dreamt for a mo- 
ment that his latter-days were to be 
spent upon the great prairie in the cen- 
tral-western part of this country. The 
\\ nrld War and the Russian Revolu- 
tion altered the course of his career, 
wlv'ch had run for almost half a cen- 
tury. Russia — .Minsk, Moscow, Lenin- 
grad, for 64 years of his life; France. 
— Paris 1021-33; America — Lincoln, 
Nebraska, since 1933, mark the path 
of this Jewish wanderer's footsteps. 

Through and in the lite and works 
of Saul M. Ginsburg one's historic 
Tewish sense is immediately awakened. 
Ginsburg, himself, symbolizes and re- 
presents a definite type of a healthy 
Jewish life and activity that once flour- 
ished in Russia. In the capital of Rus- 
sia, for a generation, he was in the 
midst and in the center of a keen and 
constructive Jewish life. And in certain 
assets and phases of this life, he was 
a pioneer, an initiator, a teacher, a 
writer, an historian. Today he still 
carries on that literary and historical 
tradition which he began over a gen- 
eration ago. He lives here but his mi- 
lieu, the theme of his writings, is Rus- 
sian Jewry. Any historian of the Rus- 
sian-Jewish life of the last two cen- 
turies and a half will of necessity have 
to consult his writings. To this subject 
he has devoted his life. Were we to 
forget him or his writings, we would, 
in a sense, erase the historic memories 
of our parents, grand-parents or great 
grand-parents whose birthplace may 
have been Czarist Russia. And it is — 
thanks to his many friends in America 
and elsewhere — a sign of awareness, 



By ISIDORE S. MEYER 

of deep appreciation, of intellectual 
astuteness, that Saul M. Ginsburg's 
70th birthday will not pass by unno- 
ticed in this country. Our historic sense 
has not become dull, stinted or blunt. 
A testimonial committee has been 
formed to see to it that many of his 
writings, which are scattered through- 
out various magazines, newspapers and 
scientific journals, shall be gathered 
into book form. But more than that, 
his further researches in the Russian 
archives that pertain to Jewish history, 
which we e made by him during years 
of anxiety, and oft-times hunger, are 
to be published in several large vol- 
umes in Yiddish. In 1918, these hither- 
to unpublished archives were made ac- 
cessible to the student in Leningrad. 
Since that time the related records were 
copied down by him with extreme dili- 
gence and care and brought by him to 
America during his latter-day pereg- 
rinations. It is to be hoped that they 
shall not be irretrievably lost because 
of mental, intellectual or historical am- 
nesia on the part of American Jewrv. 

Ginsburg was born in Minsk, in 
1866, of an orthodox Jewish family 
of well-to-do merchants and manufac- 
turers. He was reared in a thoroughly 
Jewish atmosphere, was graduated 
from the gymnasium with a golden 
medal, and subsequently from the juri- 
dical department at the University of 
St. Petersburg in 1890. Already, as a 
student, he showed his interest in Zion- 
ism at a time when Zionism was mere- 
ly a dream and, in Czarist Russia, car- 
ried with it many dangers. At the 
gymnasium he was one of the found- 
ers of a "Lovers of Zion" group, the 
"Society of the Dispersed of Israel," 
and at the age of sixteen he began con- 
tributing articles to the Ha-Magid. 
Later, in St. Petersburg, he was a 
member _ of that secret organization, 
"The Zionist Banner," founded by 
Yeshibah youths of Volozhin. 

Although trained to be a Russian 
lawyer, he. at the very outset of his 
career, preferred to devote his energies 
to literature and to Jewish cultural his- 
tory. In the beginning of the last de- 
cade of the 19th century he contributed 
articles on literary criticism and Rus- 




Saul M. Ginsburg 

sian-Jewish history to the Russian- 
Jewish journal, Voskhod, (The East). 
Anyone who is acquainted with Dub- 
now's "History of the Jews in Russia 
and Poland," will note that Dubnow 
drew some of his material from these 
articles. In 1897 he was in charge of 
the division of Jewish press and litera- 
ture in this journal, and two years later 
became a member of its editorial board. 

With the turn of the 19th and the 
beginning of the 20th century, with the 
expansion of Jewish life and the 
broadening of Jewish cultural activ- 
ities, Ginsburg's participation in Jew- 
ish communal endeavors also enlarged. 
From 1897 to 1903, he was secretary 
and one of the most active members 
of the committee of the "Society for 
the Promotion of Education" amongst 
the Russian Jews. He also participated 
in the work of the "Organization for 
the Attainment of Equality of Rights" 
for the Jews in Russia. In 1908, he 
with others founded in the Russian 
(Continued on next Page) 
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capital the "Jewish Literary Society," 
which became a center for a number 
of similar branches throughout Russia. 
These clubs, which stimulated the 
study of Jewish literature throughout 
the Russian-Jewish communities, were 
abruptly liquidated by the Czarist gov- 
ernment in 1911. Moreover, his activ- 
ities in behalf of his co-religionists 
were not merely limited to organiza- 
tional aspects. As a lawyer in the heart 
of Russia, the capital, he was very fre- 
quently called upon to intercede with 
the Russian governmental bureaucrats 
for this or that outlying community; 
to solve more than one "passport" com- 
plication for an unfortunate or un- 
known Jew ; to defend his people 
against false charges of bigoted offi- 
cials. But in all this he did not neglect 
his cultural work, his interest in Rus- 
sian Jewish historical research. 

In 1901, Ginsburg, in collaboration 
with P. Marek, published a pioneer 
work, "Jewish Folksongs in Russia." 
It was the first of its kind and came 
about as a result of an appeal in the 
Hebrew and Russian-Jewish press. 
Correspondents throughout Russia 
aided in collecting te material. 

In this book were published some 
376 songs in Yiddish, with a trans- 
literation in Latin characters. They 
were divided into seven major group- 
ings. There were songs of a religious, 
spiritual, national or festival nature, 
songs of historical content, and lulla- 
bies, songs of school, of love, of bride 
and bride-groom, of weddings, of the 
family, of life's daily experiences, of 
Jewish soldiers and of a miscellaneous 
type. These songs which our parents 
and parents' parents heard, ran the 
whole gamut of Jewish life — the life 
of the. individual, the family and the 
nation. The book contained a thorough- 
going scientific introduction in Russian 
on the subject of Jewish folksongs, 
and the well known bibliographer, 
Samuel Wiener supplied a bibliogra- 
phical list of songs. All subsequent 
work in this field invariably leads back 
to this volume. 

But Ginsburg was not only a pioneer 
in the realm of Jewish folksong. He 
was also an initiator in the field of 
Jewish journalism. In January, 1903, 
he became the first editor of the first 
daily Yiddish newspaper in Russia. 
The Friend (Der Freind). Today, 
when we behold a fully developed Yid- 
dish press, we often forget the initial 
efforts that brought it into being. 
When Shabbethai Rappaport, publisher 
of The Friend, in 1896, approached 



Feoktistov, who was in charge of the 
Press Department under the Russian 
Minister of the Interior, Sipiagin, for 
permission to publish a daily Yiddish 
newspaper, the latter not only did not 
bother to read the petition but also told 
Rappaport that he had wasted a rubel 
and sixty kopeks in filing it. The Rus- 
sian government objected to a popular 
Yiddish press. It would pervert the 
Jewish youth and confuse the masses. 
And when this opposition was finally 
overcome there entered a series of 
technical problems. Where was one to 
get the proper Hebrew type and the 
typesetters to set it ? Then there was 
the journalistic task of obtaining Yid- 
dish writers, in St. Petersburg, the cap- 
ital, situated outside the Russian Pale. 

From January 5, 1903, to September 
30, 1908, Ginsburg was editor-in-chief 
of The Friend, and under his guidance, 



AN ESTIMATE OF BROOKLYN 
JEWRY 
By SAMUEL P. ABELOW 

Samuel P. Abeloiv has been at work 
for the last ten years on a Jiistory of 
the Jeivs of Brooklyn. As a result of 
his researches he lias arrk<cd at the fol- 
loivinc/ estimate of the character of the 
Jewish community in this borough. — 
Editor. 

THE Brooklyn Jewish community 
is the largest single Jewish com- 
munity in the world. 

What sort of history has it ? 

Its history is a reflection of the soul 
of the Jew. It constitutes a mixture of 
high idealism, disinterestedness and 
sacrifices for the welfare of Judaism 
and some cynicism and sordidness. It 
is a record of leaders who labor for 
the cause of the people and a record 
of some pseudo-leaders who labor in 
the name of the people for their own 
aggrandizement. Too many people 
think too much in terms of charity 
and do not think enough in terms of 
the broader and more fundamental 
problems of Jewish life. These mea- 
sure their progress in terms of Pass- 
over baskets distributed rather in terms 
of souls saved for Judaism. However, 
after the defects are subtracted from 
the virtues, the history of Brooklyn 
Jewry presents a picture of substantial 
progress in business, politics, the con- 
struction of synagogues and schools, 
philanthropy, Zionism, public educa- 
tion, medicine, law and other phases 
of life. It is a history that is worth 
studying. 



there were set up those high standards 
for the Yiddish press that were to be 
maintained in the years that followed 
and which other newspapers could well 
afford to emulate. He introduced the 
traditions of the "people of the book" 
into Jewish journalism. And it was 
through The Friend that Yiddish or- 
thography — the mere correct spelling 
of words, the creation of new terms, 
and a journalistic vocabulary in Yid- 
dish — received, to a very great degree, 
system and stabilization.. The paper, 
itself, provided the schooling-ground 
for the latter-day Jewish journalists 
and cultivated the literary productions 
of men whose names have become a 
by-word in the Yiddish-speaking world 
of the past and present generations. 

The period of The Friend's existence 
in St. Petersburg, — before its removal 
to Warsaw, with the rise of the Yid- 
dish press there, was a trying one in 
Russian history in general, and in Rus- 
sian-Jewish history in particular. The 
rigid censorship under which the press 
was placed, the Russo-Japanese War 
and Russia's catastrophic defeat, 
strikes, abortive revolution, Red Sun- 
day, the dissolution of the Dumas, the 
Viborg manifesto, the Jew made a 
scapegoat for all this, blood-libels, po- 
groms, Kishinef and Zhitomir mas- 
sacres — all are simple catch-words that 
describe the life and times. 

During this very same period The 
Friend became the organ of Russian- 
Jewish middle-class liberalism and ra- 
dicalism. To it were attracted the talent 
of the best Jewish and Hebrew writers. 
The importance of this paper lay in 
the fact that with its 50,000 subscrib- 
ers, obtained in the first year of its 
publication, it became a decisive fac- 
tor in the education of the Jewish 
masses. The Hebrew publication reach- 
ed a limited number of readers, but 
The Friend became very popular among 
the wide masses. In the beginning it 
reflected the Zionist viewpoint ; it de- 
fended Yiddish, proposed the reform 
of the "hedarim" and Hebrew schools, 
and interested itself in Jewish com- 
munal organization and in the attain- 
ment of political and civic rights for 
the Jews. Finally it strove to develop 
the literary taste of the Jewish public. 
Such men as Shalom Aleichem, I. L. 
Peretz, Shalom Asch, Abraham Rai- 
sin, Judah Steinberg, Morris Rosen- 
feld. Mordecai ben Hillel ha-Kohen, 
Bialik, Frug, Jehoash, S. Rosenfeld. J. 
Luria. A. Liessin, Mendele Mocher 
Sefarim, contributed to its pages. The 

(Continued on Page 20) 
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ACTIVITIES in the BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 



CENTER HOLDS SUCCESSFUL CON- 
SECRATION SERVICE 

The first Consecration Service to be 
held in our Center, and which took 
place at the services on the first day 
of Shebuoth was most successful and 
created a deep impression upon the en- 
tire congregation. Many of the mem- 
bers felt that this service has been the 
most important step taken by our con- 
gregation in many years. 

The Board of Trustees at the last 
meeting voted a resolution of thanks 
to Rabbi Levinthal and to Mrs. Helen 
Levinthal SuklofT for their share in 
making the service so beautiful. 



EASTERN PARKWAY ZIONIST TO 
PRESENT TESTIMONIAL TO RABBI 
LEVINTHAL 

Rabbi Levinthal has recently been 
elected president of the Brooklyn Zion- 
ist Region, comprising all districts in 
the borough of Brooklyn. 

To commemorate this occasion, the 
Zionist District of Eastern Parkway 
is conducting a Levinthal Testimonial 
Zionist Membership Campaign. A 
beautifully bound volume containing 
the signatures of all members of the 
Eastern Parkway District will be pre- 
sented to Rabbi Levinthal as a token 
of appreciation of bis leadership. The 
committee in charge of the testimonial 
is headed by Hon. William 1. Siegel, 
President of the District. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL HAS INTEREST- 
ING CLOSING EXERCISES 

The closing exercises of the Sunday 
School of our Center were held on 
Sunday morning, June the 7th, and 
an interesting program was given. The 
list of promotions in all the classes 
was announced by Rabbi Levinthal 
and honor certificates were awarded to 
the pupils who have done the best 
work during this year. 

We are very happy to note the large 
number of pupils who received honors 
this year. The following is a complete 
list of the pupils of each class who were 
thus rewarded : 

Miss Tobie's class: First honors- 
Jerome Goldberg, Joseph Rosen- 
wasser ; Second honor — Morris 
Flamm. 

Mr. Lowenfeld's class: First honors — 
Sheila Gottlieb, Hilda Rubin; Sec- 
ond honors — Herbert Schnall, Enid 
Brenner. 



Miss Kramer's class: First honors- 
Harriet Lipp, Carol Jane Forman, 
Edward Feinstein; Second honors: 
Carol Filler, Serene Bernstein, Mir- 
iam Moskowitz, Sylvia Goldberg, 
Paul Goldberg, Florence Dworkin. 

Mr. Rubin's class: First honors — Pris- 
cilla Atlas; Second honors — -Beatrice 
Seigman, Sara Berman, Evelyn 
Goldstein, Ruth Tobey. 

Miss Prensky's class: First honors — 
Helen Feiler. Franklin Bass; Second 
honors — Howard Horowitz, Adele 
Teitelbaum, Joan Sukloff. 

Miss Aronson's class :First honors — 
Iris Smith, Paul RosenWuth ; Second 
honors — Jacqueline Brown, Irene 
Lubell. 



Mr. Seidler's class: First honors — 
Bernard Brenner, Fay Murzin ; 
Second honors — Miriam Scwartz, 
Gay Siegel. 

RESERVE YOUR HIGH HOLY DAY 
SEATS BEFORE LEAVING FOR 
YOUR VACATION 

The Religious Service Committee, 
headed by Mr. Abraham Ginsburg, ad- 
vises the members to please make their 
reservations for seats for the coming 
High Holy Days with the least possible 
hie delay. This will assure them of 
choice locations. Rosh Hashonah will 
be observed on September 17th and 
18th and Yom Kippur on September 
26th. 



CENTER ACADEMY GRADUATES — CLASS OF 1936 




Seated (left to right): Pearl Goldstein, Florence Goldfarb, Judith Greenfield; Standing: Amy 
Golding, David Goell, Arthur Hertzfeld, Moses Jailer, Arthur Altman, Hannah B. Finkel- 
stein. William B. Saphire who was also graduated from the Center Academy is now in 
Europe and was, therefore, unable to attend the Graduation Exercises. 



FIRST GRADUATES OF THE CENTER CONSECRATION GROUP 




Seateo— left to right: Ethel Levy, Laura Sorscher, Dr. Levinthal, Mrs. Helen Levinthal Sukloff, 
Hilda Zankel, Rosalind Wolfe; 2nd row: Judith Josephs, Doris Stark, Mildred Freedman, 
Matilda Fleishmann, Doris Feinberg, Patricia Rosenbluth, Fay Brenner; 3rd row:Etta 
Safier, Jean Glasser, Miriam Neustadter, Cecilia Feiler. Beinice Feldman, valedictorian, 
was absent when the above photograph was taken. 
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Join Us in Bringing the 
Season's Activities to a Close, 
By Attending the 

MEMBERSHIP SOCIAL 
MEETING 

TUESDAY EVE'G., JUNE 23rd 

at 8:30 o'clock 

Entertainment and 
Refreshments 



Weather permitting, the entire 
program will be held on the 
Center Root. 



All Center Members are cordially 
requested to attend. 



THE CENTER CLUB 

The Center Club met but once every 
two weeks this year so that if a report 
of its activities for the last half year 
seems meagre, it is hoped that this 
will be taken into consideration. 

Despite the limited number of meet- 
ings, a varied program can be reported 
upon. Three members of the club made 
reports on some of our living dramat- 
ists and their works and also gave a 
talk on the appreciation of music. In 
addition to that. Mr. Jackson Gold- 
man, director of the group, started a 
series of informal talks and discussions 
on the History and Philosophy of 
Zionism. This about covers our educa- 
tional program. 

Our social life has been far from 
neglected. Just glance at the following 
list: 

1. A number of successful house 
warming parties at the homes of sev- 
eral of our members. These usually 
took place after a regular meeting at 
the Center. 

2. A very successful Afternoon Tea 
Dance on March 15th. 

3. A boat ride to Indian Point. 

4. A closing Formal Roof Garden 
Party on June 21st. Next year we will 
tell you about more. Happy summer. 



THE MACCABEES 

Our first big event for the second 
half of the year was our Maccabiad. 
This was an athletic tournament mo- 
deled after the one held in Tel Aviv 
every four years. Track events, ping- 
pong, swimming events, basketball and 
games. The program lasted for several 
weeks. This was followed by a joint 
meeting w r ith the Vivalets at which time 
a review of Sinclair Lewis' book: "It 
Can't Happen Here" was presented. A 
very interesting discussion developed. 
This was the first of a series of joint 
meetings at which successively we had 
a movies night, a game night, and a 
wienie roast night. 

Then came the spring time and base- 
ball. Of course we had a baseball team 
but we will leave it to some other re- 
porter to record the failures and suc- 
cesses of this team. A boat ride to In- 
dian Point took place on June 7th. We 
came come tired but happy after a 
great day. We are also organizing a 
Hobby Exhibit, but at this writing we 
can't make a report about it. Perhaps 
next year we will tell you about it and 
more. 



JUNIOR LEAGUE 

A report on the activities of the 
Junior League would naturally have 
to be divided into two types ; the cul- 
tural and the social. Since we have 
mentioned the cultural first, we will 
commence there. Due to the lack of 
time on the part of the members of 
the league, all our educational pro- 
grams had to be presented by outsid- 
ers. In addition to a few informal and 
short talks given by the advisor of the 
group, Mr. Goldman, there were a 
number of outside speakers who ex- 
pounded upon a variety of subjects, 
these included : Mr. Albert A. Addel- 
ston — a review and discussion of Sin- 
clair Lewis' book: "It Can't Happen 
Here," Mr. Lionel Golub — "The Ger- 
man Exodus" and Mr. Arthur J. Hart- 
ley — "War and Fascism, and the Jew- 
ish Youth." 

The social functions ranged all the 
way from informal dancing after re- 
gular meetings and card parties to a 
Tea Dance and Roof Garden Formal. 

In closing it is hoped that for next 
year, the Junior League will have even 
more and better things to report. 



THE VIVALETS 

The month of June finds the Viva- 
lets regretfully bringing their 1935-36 
club season to a close. Under the guid- 
ance of Mrs. Eva Bernhardt, the club 
members have spent many happy and 
enjoyable moments together. Theatre 
parties, game nights, moving pictures, 
parties, joint meetings with the Mac- 
cabees, discussions and a Sunday hike 
to Tibbets Brook Park all helped to 
develop new friendships and to cement 
old ones among the club members. 

Since the primary function of the 
club has been to develop sociallv, as 
well as culturally and intellectually, the 
Vivalets feel that this season has been 
most profitabe and are looking for- 
ward to future club meetings next fall 
at the Brooklyn Jewish Center 



CHESS AND CHECKER CLUB 
PLANNED 

A Chess and Checker Club is about 
to be organized at the Center. This 
group will meet in the building at the 
convenience of the members. 

We should like to hear from mem- 
bers of the Center who may be inter- 
ested in joining. Please leave your 
name at our offce, and we shall notify 
you of the date of the first meeting. 



GRADUATION NOTICES 

Dr. Allan M. Arvins, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Nathan A. Arvins of 148& 
Carroll Street, was graduated from the 
New York University School of Den- 
tistry. 

Miss Miriam Dinowitz, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Dinowitz of 
595 Crown Street, was graduated from 
New York University on June 9th, 
with the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 

Miss Ruth Gertrude Koeppel, daugh- 
ter of Mr. & Mrs. Isadore S. Koeppel 
of 370 Brooklyn Avenue, was grad- 
uated from Adelphi College with the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts. 

Miss Harriet Sorscher, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Sorscher of 542 
Crown Street, was graduated from 
Brooklyn College with the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts. 

The Misses Annette and Ethel Wolff, 
daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
Wolff of 1340 Lincoln Place, were 
graduated from Adelphi College. 

We take this means of extending 
our sincere congratulations and best 
wishes to the graduates. 
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An Important Pronouncement 

THE Review is glad to publish 
an important resolution passed by 
the Brooklyn Jewish Ministers As- 
sociation with regard to a matter that 
touches the very cornerstone of Jew- 
ish religious life : 

Pronouncement on Sabbath Obserz 1 - 
ancc by the Brooklyn Jewish Ministers 
Association 

Whereas, we, the members of the 
Brooklyn Ministers Association, have 
noted with deep regret that certain 
Jewish organizations, in violation of 
Jewish practice and tradition, desecrate 
the Sabbath day by holding on that 
sacred day public functions and events 
of a secular nature, such as dances, 
theatre benefits, fund raising lunch- 
eons, etc., and, 

Whereas, throughout the ages, the 
Sabbath has been a cornerstone of our 
Faith, lending sanctity and dignity to 
Jewish life, yielding to the Jew the 
blessings of rest, study, worship and 
spiritual recuperation, and, 

Whereas, a study of Jewish life in- 
dicates that the failure to observe the 
Sabbath is the beginning of the ne- 
glect of other phases of spiritual life 
so essential to the survival of the Jew, 
be it, therefore, 

Resolved, that we, the Brooklyn Jew- 
ish Ministers Association, consisting 
of rabbis representing Orthodox, Con- 
servative, and Reform Judaism, con- 
demn such desecration of the Sabbath. 

Be it further resolved, that we urge 
the officers and members of all Jewish 
organizations and groups to refrain 
from lending their aid to such under- 
takings. 



BON VOYAGE 

1'est wishes for a pleasant vacation 
are extended to Mrs. Samuel Droshni- 
cop of 1402 Cninn Street, and daugh- 
ter, lean, who are sailing for Europe 
on the Oueen Marv on June 24th. 



SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of Candles at 8:11 P. M. 
Friday Evening Services at 6:15 P.M. 

Sabbath Morning Services (Parsha 
K orach ) will commence at 8:45 A.M. 
Rabbi Levinthal will preach on the 
weeklv portion of the Torah. 

Mincha Services at 6:00 P.M. 

Class in Pirkei Ovoth (Ethics of the 
Fathers), under the leadership of Mr. 
Benjamin Hirsch, at 5 :00 P. M. 



THE 

Center 
Academy 

of the 

Brooklyn Jewish Center 

Chartered by the University of the State of New York 
A Progressive Elementary School 

Complete curriculum from Kindergarten through Eighth Grade, 
including music, arts, crafts and science. 

COMBINED WITH 



A fundamental, well-rounded education in Hebrew and Jewish 

Culture 
Hours: 8:45 A. M. to 3:15 P. M. 



Roof and Open Air Playground 



Noon Lunch 



Registrations New Being Received Telephone PResident 4-1400 




DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7:00 and 8:00 
o'clock. Mincha Services at 8 o'clock. 



DRAMATIC INTERPRETATION 

A complete child-made production. The play, costume, scenery, singing, dancing; 
even the music itself all the product of the children's creative ability. 
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FAIRMONT HOTEL 



TANNERSVILLE, N. Y. 



SATISFY YOUR YEARNING FOR A MOUNTAIN VACATION 

IN THE HOTEL 

Operated by the Jacobson Family 
STRICT ADHERENCE TO DIETARY LAWS 

Same unsurpassed cuisine Same atmosphere of refinement 

SWIMMING POOL - GOLF COURSE - TENNIS - SPORTS 

Entertainment 

KINDERGARTEN FOR CHILDREN 

Perfect automobile road from New York to door of Hotel 

* 



New York Office: 

SAMUEL O. JACOBSON 

Concourse Plaza 

Grand Concourse and 161st Street 



For Rates and Reservations 
Apply to: 

FAIRMONT HOTEL 
Tannersville, N. Y. 



Convention of the Rabbinical Assembly Will Be Held at the 
Fairmont July 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th 



THE FORUM 
AND EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE 

is happy to announce the 

Opening of the 1936-1937 
Season of Weekly Lectures 

MONDAY EVE., OCT. 19, 193S 

Speaker 

LUDWIG LEWISOHN 

One of America's Greatest 
Literary Figures 

Author of 
Upstream -Israel — Mid-Channel 
The Island Within— The Last Days of 
Shylock— This People — Stephen Scott— 
The Golden Vase — An Altar in the 

Fields- The Case cf Mr. Crump. 
American Cities and Men The Perman- 
ent Horizon, etc. 

This will be Ludwig Lewisohn's first lec- 
ture at the Brooklyn Jewish Center 
since 1923. 




Dr. LUDWIG LEWISOHN 



CENTER HEBREW 
SCHOOL 

Accepting Registration For 

FALL TERM 

The Daily Hebrew School of the Cen- 
ier which meets afternoons and Sunday 
mornings is now cpen for registration of 
children — boys and girls, for the coming 
Fall term. The rates are moderate and 
within the reach of the average Jewish 
parent. Our school which is regarded 
as one of the finest in the city gives its 
pupils an excellent Jewish training. 



Registration is also open for the Fall 
term in the Religicus School of the Cen- 
ter which meets on Sunday mornings 
during the season. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBER- 
SHIP and REINSTATEMENT 

The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Bloom, Esther 

Unmarried Supervisor 
Res. 813 Howard Avenue 
Bus. 813 Howard Avenue 

Geller. Joseph 

Unmarried Public Accountant 
Res. 1015 Belmont Avenue 
Bus. 50 Court Street 
Proposed by Meyer Rogoff 

Jacobs. Philip 

Unmarried Cash Registers 
Res. 1401 Carroll Street 
Bus. 732 Flushing Avenue 
Proposed by Max Jacobs 

Kay, Sylvia 
Unmarried 

Res. 860 Nostrand Avenue 

Bus. 59 Pearl Street 

Proposed by Harry A. Harrison 
Lapof, Simon J. 

Married Live Poultry 

Res. 639 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. 207 Delancey Street 

Proposed by Maurice Bernhardt 
Smith, Max 

Unmarried Salesman 

Res. 1045 Sterling Place 

Bus. Lynbrook, N. Y. 



Edelman, A. A. 

Married Building Materials 
Res. 90 Riverside Drive 
Bus. 1105 Metropolitan Avenue 
Proposed by Hyman Aaron 



Levin, Jacob 
Married 

Res. 1358 President Street 
Proposed by Abraham Ginsberg 
EMANUEL SREENBERS, Chairman 
Membership Committee 



NOTICE TO CENTER 
MEMBERS 

During the Summer Vacation 

When you have the opportunity of meeting many peo- 
ple, be sure to make every effort to enroll new members. 
This is a pleasant way to combine duty with pleasure. 
When the New Year is ushered in at the Center in the 
Fall you will have the gratification of knowing that you 
contributed to the well-being of both the Center and the 
Brooklyn Jewish community. 



The following have applied for rein 
statement as members in the Center: 

Cooper, Harry 

Married Blades 
Res. 43 Lefferts Avenue 
Bus. 35 York Avenue 
Proposed by Henry Seinfel 



BAR MITZVAH 

Congratulations and best wishes are 
extended to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Stark of 789 St. Marks Avenue, upon 
the Bar Mitzvah of hteir son, Robert 
Alvin, to be held at the Center on Sat- 
urday, June 20th. 



PERSONAL 

The Review takes this opportunity 
to congratulate Dr. I si dor Meyer of 
the faculty of our Institute of Jewish 
Studies for Adults who was appoint- 
ed a "fellow in the department of Jew- 
ish History" at Columbia University. 



RO-ED MANSION 



The CARLSBAD of AMERICA 

SARATOGA SPRINGS. N. Y. 

Our building has been insulated against summer heat. The Lobby and Living 
Rooms have been renovated and refurnished for the greater comfort of our 
guests. 



NOW OPEN 
FOR THE 
1936 

SEASON 



Dining at the Ro-Ed is a real treat . . . Dietary Laws Observed 

Make Your Reservations Early and Insure Choice Accommodations! 
ROSE S. GOLDBERG Ownership Management J. S. SOVATKIN 

108 CIRCULAR STREET Tel. Saratoga Springs 1576 



Think of It! 



You too, can be at a Modern Hotel in the Mountains in only one 
hour from New York. (The new railroad fare is only sixty-five 
cents). 

Visit us! Compare! And then treat yourself to the finest vacation 
you ever dreamed of at a very low cost. 



Wild Rose Hotel 



'KESSLER'S" 



ENJOY . . . PLAY . . . REST 

At This Beautiful Hotel in the Heart of the Scenic Watnong. 

Rooms with Bath .... Dietary Laws .... Camp Act/vities .... New Athletic 
Field .... Dancing and Entertainment Nightly. 

ALL OUTDOOR SPORTS 



For Information write: P. O. Box 511, Morrlstown New Jersey 



Telephone: Mount Freedom 48 



LOW RATES 
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PROFESSOR KAPLAN'S "JUDAISM IN TRANSITION" 

{Continued from Page 10) 



though the refutation must be under 
the symbol of Echoz Bekise Kcvodi — 
holding on to the throne of Heaven's 
reverence and respect. It is in this 
spirit of reverence that this critique is 
offered. 

There is. moreover, one theoretical 
fallacy that appears again and again in 
this volume as in all our author's wri- 
tings. Even where the reader is apt to 
agree with his conclusions he will, in 
many cases, hesitate to accept them, not 
because these conclusions are in them- 
selves false, but because the premise, 
upon which they are built is wrong. 
Professor Kaplan delights in building 
up a man of straw and then, with a 
great deal of effort and energy, to 
knock it down. His man of straw is 
the notion of "the other-wordly" out- 
look of the Jew. It has become a veri- 
table complex. — an obsession, with our 
author. To such an extent has it blind- 
ed him that it practically discolors all 
his vision of Jewish history. There is 
not a chapter in this book that does not 
begin with this premise — that the Jew 
in all these ages had one outlook — the 
outlook and the vision of the other 
world. All his thinking and all his 
doing were influenced by that outlook. 
He knew only one kind of salvation, 
the salvation that was to come in the 
other world. Having created this pre- 
mise, he builds upon it, and tries to 
prove the need for a new type of sal- 
vation — a salvation of and in this 
world ! But one does not need to be a 
great student of Jewish literature and 
Jewish history to know that that pre- 
mise is not correct. It is surprising 
that one with such a fine knowledge of 
Jewish history and literature should 
make the mistake of over-emphasizing 
the role of otlier-worldlincss in Jewish 
life. And it is all the more surprising 
that Professor Kaplan, who is so steep- 
ed in the science of psychology, should 
himself show such poor psychological 
insight into the soul and mind of the 
Jew. 

This reviewer has attempted to trace 
the history of the entire concept of 
"other worldliness" in the Jewish mind 
("Judaism — An Analysis And An In- 
terpretation." page 139). Of course it 
has had and continues to have an im- 
portant place in the Jew's outlook upon 
life. Rut it was not — except in cer- 
tain periods of exceptional suffering — 
the prime mover of his acts and 



thoughts. The classic Talmudic inter- 
pretation of the Biblical words : Wa- 
hai Bahcin, "He shall live by them" 
(Lev. 18.5), Vc-lo Slic-ya-mus Bahem 
— "And not die by them!" (Yoma, 
85b ) should be sufficient to prove that 
the motivating force in Jewish life was 
holding on to the throne of Heaven's 
"this world" and not "the other world". 
There is no need to multiply these 
teachings. The great Chassidic teacher 
and philosopher, R. Sheneir Zalman, 
expressed the true Jewish feeling on 
this subject when he exclaimed : "1 do 
not desire Thy Paradise; 1 do not de- 
sire the bliss of the After-World ; I 
desire only Thee, Thyself !" 

It seems that a non -Jewish scholar 
(George Adam Smith, "The Legacy 
of Israel" page 26) was able more 
truly to penetrate the Jewish world 
outlook when he spoke of the Jews' 
"hereditary opposition to life beyond 
the grave." And yet, the whole philo- 
sophy of Professor Kaplan seems to be 
based upon this historically-wrong pre- 
mise. Is it any wonder that the average 
Jew, who instinctively feels the wrong- 
ness of the supposition begins to re- 
gard with doubt all the conclusions 
built upon it ? 

* * * 

There are other phases in our au- 
thor's approach toward reconstructing 
Jewish life that require refuting. His 
entire method of re-interpreting old 
Jewish traditions is in contrast to Jew- 
ish tradition itself, and thus invalidates 
much of what he has to offer. Jewish 
law and Jewish theology underwent a 
constant process of re-interpretation. « 
But that re-interpretation came from 
within, not from without. It was al- 
ways based and built upon Jewish 
sources and Jewish tradition. But to 
re-interpret ancient traditions by giving 
them new meaning, without the basis 
of Jewish teaching, is not re-interpre- 
tation but ex-parte declarations and o- 
pinion which can have no authoritative 
value. And much of Professor Kap- 
lan's interpretations of Jewish tradi- 
tional teachings are of this type, rather 
than of the type that we have been ac- 
customed to meet in the history of 
Jewish tradition, 

* * * 

It is quite possible that this reviewer 
fails to grasp and to understand the 
real implications in our author's words. 
L has became a habit with some of 
Professor Kaplan's disciples to refute 



all criticisms with the blanket charge 
that the critic fails to understand the 
language of the new philosophy. "The 
misunderstanding which we encoun- 
ter," we are told by them, "in our at- 
tempts to promulgate this philosophy 
convinces us that most American Jews 
have not yet learned to inhabit the uni- 
verse of discourse in which the philoso- 
phy moves" (The Rcconstructionist, 
May 15, 1936). Perhaps this is true. 
But did it ever occur to these disciples 
that if Rabbis and professional stu- 
dents, after diligently reading and stu- 
dying these pages, fail to be at home in 
that "universe of discourse in which 
the philosophy moves", how do they 
expect this philosophy to be under- 
stood by the average man of our every 
day world? Is it not possible that the 
fault lies not with the critic but with 
"the universe of discourse" itself "in 
which the philosophy moves" ? 
* * * 

Judaism is undoubtedly in a period 
of transition. We are facing a new 
world. _ Professor Kaplan has done 
much, in bringing to our attention the 
various aspects of this transition. For 
this he deserves great credit. 

But for the moulding of our Judaism 
in this era of transition, it seems — to 
this writer at least — that we shall have 
to await other remedies — and other 
cures. 



LEON BLUM on ZIONISM 

(Continued from Page 4) 
stitution of the Agency means that the 
heroic phase in the rebuilding of Pa- 
lestine is past, and that we are enter- 
ing on a normal and matter-of-fact 
stage of the development. At our head 
there will stand Weizmann and other 
men who have accomplished a task dur- 
ing the last ten years which one might 
have considered hopeless : a task de- 
serving of the admiration not only of 
Jewry, but of all mankind. (Loud and 
prolonged applause). 



Young Folks League 
SPORT DANCE 

on the 

CENTER ROOF 

THIS SATURDAY EVENING 
JUNE 20th 

Admission — 75 Cents 

In case of inclement weather, the affair 
will be held in the Auditorium. 
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THE FOUNDER OF YIDDISH JOURNALISM 

(Continued from Page 12) 



Jewish world was also introduced to 
the classics of general _ literature by 
means of fine translations that ap- 
peared in The Friend or in its various 
supplements. Dr. H. D. Hurwitz wrote 
on economics and business. Its corres- 
pondents in and outside of Russia kept 
its readers in touch with Jewish life 
throughout the world. 

One incident is worthy of noting in 
that it indicates the dangers which an 
editor in Russia in those days had to 
prepare himself to face. There was al- 
ways the imminent threat of imprison- 
ment under most unwholesome con- 
ditions, or the terror of impending 
Siberian exile for any editor who was 
continually being watched by the ar- 
gus-eyed censors of the press. 

In December 1905, Ginsburg in con- 
junction with all the other leading 
editors in the Russian capital courage- 
ously published the manifesto of the 
Council of Labor - Delegates in St. 
Petersburg. It was a protest against 
the policies of the prevalent recrim- 
inatory and autocratic methods of 
Czarist bureaucracy, and expressed the 
final aims of the Russian Revolution. 
Consequently, The Friend was sus- 
pended, and appeared under a new title, 
Fiie Life. Ginsburg was charged with 
violation of Article 129 of the Crimin- 
al Code. Not only did he prepare him- 
self to stand trial, but he made him- 
self ready for a trip to prison or to 
Siberia. Fortunately, similar charges 
against Vladimir Galaktionovich Koro- 
lenko, editor of Russkoye Bogatstvo, a 
leading Russian periodical, were quash- 
ed. As a result of this, Ginsburg could 
resume his work with The Friend, and 
the paper was published under its old 
title on August 1st, 1906. 

Simultaneously with The Friend, 
Ginsburg, in 1905, edited The Life, an- 
other publication put out by the same 
publishers. This was a monthly journal 
of literature, science and social pro- 
blems. In it, he wrote political reviews, 
cultural-historical studies, and general 
articles under the pseudonym, "S. 
Freidus." The Friend also issued for 
a time an illustrated and humorous sup- 
plement, The Broom, and also The 
I feebly. The main contributions in The 
Life were in the form of poems, plays, 
essays, literary criticisms and reviews. 
Some of the writers of The Friend 
contributed to The Life. Thus in 1905, 
in addition to the writers listed above, 



there were S. Bernfeld, who contri- 
buted an essay on Maimonides; David 
Pinski, whose drama, "The Mother," 
appeared in its pages ; S. Anski, the 
author of the Dybbuk, M. 1. Berditch- 
evski, M. N. Sirkin and many other 
outstanding Jewish writers. 

With the rise of the Yiddish press 
in Warsaw and in other Jewish centers 
of the Russian Pale, Ginsburg, in 
1908, resigned his editorship of The 
Friend. It continued in Warsaw from 
January 1, 1910 to October 13, 1913. 
For him, there began a new period of 
life. Henceforth, he seldom appeared 
in Yiddish. He devoted himself solely 
to Russian-Jewish cultural history. He 
became co-editor of the collective work, 
"Pereshitoje" (that which one has 
lived through) which appeared in 
four volumes (1909-1912). It con- 
tained contributions, relating to the so- 
cial and cultural history of the Jew in 
Russia, by leading Russian - Jewish 
scholars. It was to have been continued 
in Yiddish after the 1917 revolution 
under the title of "Former Years" but 
because of difficulties it only re-ap- 
peared in two Hebrew volumes, "The 
Past" (He-'Abar) in 1918. 

In 1912, Ginsburg contributed to the 
St. Petersburg monthly The Jewish 
World, chapters on the participation 
of the Jews in the Napoleonic Wars 
of 1812 in Russia, based chiefly on ar- 
chive material. The book itself, Otet- 
schestzvennaja IVojua 1812 goda i 
Russkie jczvrei, reproduced some inter- 
esting facsimiles and contemporaneous 
pictures of the period of Napoleon's 
famous disastrous invasion of Russia, 
which brought the French invaders in 
direct contact with masses of Russian 
Jews. In 1914 Ginsburg became one of 
the editors of the Istorija, Jcwrejskavo 
Naroda. What he and the other editors, 
Braudo, Vishnitzer, Hessen, Marek 
and Zinberg projected was a history 
of the Jewish people in fifteen bulky 
Russian volumes, somewhat along the 
lines of the compendious Cambridge 
histories. There were to be two series. 
The first series of ten volumes would 
cover Jewish history throughout the 
world ; the second series of five vol- 
umes would deal with the history of 
the Jews in Russia. The World War 
prevented the realization of this plan. 
Only two volumes appeared in Mos- 
cow, in 1915, Volume One, of the first 
series, covering the Biblical period and 
Volume Eleven, the first volume of the 



second series, covering Polish Jewish 
history. Among the contributors were 
Marek, Vishnitzer, Schipper, Zinberg, 
Balaban, Bernstein - Vishnitzer, Ben 
Zion Katz, Dubnow, Frenk, Count 
Kotzebue and Ginsburg. Ginsburg's 
contribution deals with "The Origins 
of Hassidism." War, revolution and 
hunger here again took their toll, and 
these cultural efforts were stifled. 

During the post-war period Ginsburg 
continued his researches in the vast 
treasures of archives of Czarist Rus- 
sia that were opened up for research. 
Many secret documents, kept under 
lock and key by the Czar, were copied 
by Ginsburg under trying conditions. 
Faithfully he translated hitherto un- 
known records that threw new light 
upon the status of Jewish life in Rus- 
sia. It is these documents that his 
friends and students of Jewish history 
eagerly hope may see the light of day 
in book form. For a time, he lectured 
on Jewish history in Russia at the Len- 
ingrad Jewish Institute. A collection 
of his historical studies, articles and 
essays were published there in 1923 
under the title Menuvsheje , (The Past) 
and five years later, in the same city, 
there appeared his Jewrejskij Wjest- 
nik, "The Jewish Informer," a scien- 
tific literary journal under his editor- 
ship. 

In 1931 he left Russia and went to 
Paris. In 1933 he found himself in 
Lincoln, Nebraska, isolated from the 
centers of Jewish life and activities. 
All that he has carried along with him 
are memories of former years, and the 
manuscripts, compiled during the dif- 
ficult years of painstaking research. 
They remain to be published. He, who 
was a contributor in Hebrew to the 
Ha-Magid, Ha-Melitz, He-'Abar Res- 
humoth, in Russian to the Voskhod and 
in Yiddish to The Friend and The Life 
— has, in this country, written serious 
articles for the Jewish daily Fonvard 
and the monthly, the Zukunft. His es- 
says are based upon this hitherto un- 
published archive material. His major 
interest, Jewish history in Russia of 
the last 250 years, has brought forth 
illuminating monographs and essays 
on Hebrew writers, such as Isaac Baer 
Levinsohn, Dick, Mapu, Manne, Men- 
dele Mocher-Sefarim, the autobiogra- 
phic material on Judah L. Gordon, and 
the letters of Buki ben Yagli. He has 
enriched our knowledge of the inner 
Jewish history in Russia, of the Rus- 
sian Haskalah, of Russian-Jewish con- 
verts; of the period of the "Snatchers" 
and Cantonists, of the Jewish Press in 
(Continued on Page 23) 
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THE PALESTINE SITUATION 

(Continued from Page 8) 



who were in the room. "Have you 
heard what was going on here?" he 
asked. "No," was the unanimous an- 
swer. Since there were only two Jews 
in the room to contradict them the 
judge fearlessly ordered the case to go 
on. 

The other incident is of recent date 
taken directly from the press chronicle. 
Numbers of men were arrested and 
quickly arraigned before the British 
Judge Liss for carrying weapons of 
all sorts without permission. Arabs, 
one after another, were fined from 10 
to 15 piastres each (50c to 75c) for 
having been caught with daggers. An 
English policeman murmured angrily : 
"We are being sent to death while 
these rascals get away So easily !" This 
innocent policeman, however, was soon 
proved to have misunderstood the local 
justice. The case of a Jew came up. 
He was accused of having carried in 
his pocket a pocket knife. His penalty 
was a month imprisonment or, the fair 
minded judge graciously added a fine 
of five pounds. 

The Jewish school system in Eretz 
Israel is a remarkable piece of work, 
beginning with the kindergarten and 
ending with the University on Mount 
Scopus. All of it has been achieved by 
Jewish spirit, endeavor and money, the 
government only seldom and then un- 
der great pressure, granting a donation 
to the building fund. The yearly bud- 
get of Jewish education is a matter of 
hundreds of thousands of pounds, cov- 
ered in part by the Jewish Agency but 
mostly by tuition fees and local taxes 
of the communities. The government 
contribution is the sum of 50,000 
pounds. At the same time the Arab 
school system including the yearly bud- 
get and the construction of buildings, 
is entirely upon the shoulders of the 
goverment. 

Similarly with the hospitalization 
and other social agencies. 

At a recent secret meeting in Mayor 
DizengofFs house, the High Commis- 
sioner, having been urgently approach- 
ed with a demand for support of Tel 
Aviv social functions, is reported to 
have replied thus: "Gentlemen, what 
I am to tell you is both official and 
final : you are not to expect too much 
aid of the government. Since the Aly- 
iah is your wish and your increase is 
consequently rapid you must care for 
its needs yourselves. Our duty is to 



care primarily for the Arabs because 
they arc the majority and because they 
are by far the poorer element." 

This statement does not necessarily 
throw any shadow on the present High 
Commissioner personally. He is an un- 
blemished gentleman who not only 
graces all our public gatherings with 
his presence, but he is also ready to 
contribute to any worthy cause from 
his own funds. When, however, the 
problem concerns the share in the dis- 
tribution of the government budget, 
there political reasoning is the sole de- 
ciding factor. 

Eretz Israel suffers from a scarcity 
of good highways, which handicaps the 
development of the newer settlements. 
Many colonies suffer from poor con- 
nections running through deep sands or 
winter muds. During the heavy rains 
some of these communities are left for 
days without any communications what- 
soever. In Nathonia, for instance, and 
the whole of Omek Chafer this is an 
annual experience. Commerce, too, suf- 
fers greatly through the lack of proper 
dispatch in transferring the produce of 
the land, mainly oranges from the 
grove to rail or port. The few roads 
that the government is building are at 
her full expense when in Arab dis- 
tricts, but when between Jewish col- 
onies the smallest contribution must be 
torn out by the teeth. 

What is indeed incomprehensible to 
any impartial observer is the obstinate 
refusal to build a direct road between 
the two most thriving centers of Eretz 
Israel, Tel Aviv and Haifa, a mere 
distance of 66 miles. One has to spend 
over three hours traveling by rail, even 
when there are no delays, and punctu- 
ality is rather the exception on the P. 
R. system. There is a good road be- 
tween these cities, but it runs round 
about Jerusalem, Sichem, Jeniss and 
Nazareth, making a distance of 150 
miles, 80% of it is through mountains, 
and it leads through Arab cities, which 
makes the passing of a Jewish auto- 
mobile dangerous enough in time of 
peace, and actually impossible without 
heavy police protection in periods of 
unrest. The demand for this new direct 
and short road, which is to run almost 
entirely on Jewish land, is as timely as 
it is just. Besides a goodly part of it 
has been done already by the Jews 
themselves. This is the section from 
Tel Aviv to Even Yehuda, through 
(Continued on next Page) 
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Petach Tikvah and Kefar Saba. 

I will relate an incident which 1 
hesitated at first to bring to your at- 
tention lest it sound too trivial. Yet 
here, in our little world in Eretz Israel, 
it stirred up stormy waves of feeling 
for a while, and it shows well which 
way the political wind is blowing. 

Soon after the Balfour Declaration 
the question of a name for the coun- 
try came up, a name to be officially used 
by the government and its citizenry. 
The Jews wished this name to be Eretz 
Israel, the land of Israel. The Arabs 
objected, and demanded that it be 
called Southern Syria, suggesting 
thereby that this was part of a united 
Arabia. It was at last decided to name 
the country "Palestine (Ei)," the ab- 
breviation standing for Eretz Israel. 

How gladdened was the Jewish heart 
to behold the Hebrew letters on coins, 
stamps, passports, etc., for the first 
time after centuries ! Even the minute 
"ei" was dear to us, since Hebrew is 
rich in all sorts of abbreviations which 
are pregnant with meaning. 

However, when the radio station in 
Jerusalem was inaugurated several 
weeks ago the question of the country's 
name loomed up anew, and accom- 
panied by the thunders of a threaten- 
ing storm. The first two days we lis- 
■tened in with a great sense of happi- 
ness to the Hebrew voice rolling 
through the air waves for the first time 
in history. The words of the prophets 
and of the psalmist, the creations of 
our modern poets, gained new meaning 
and vitality. But on the third day we 
were dumbfounded to hear the radio 
announcer call out in Hebrew : "Pales- 
tine is speaking " instead of the 

former "Eretz Israel." What hap- 
pened? The Mufti and his friends 
were annoyed to the utmost by the 
name Eretz Israel that was being car- 
ried through the air, stressing officially 
as it did the fact that Palestine had be- 
come the land of Israel. They protest- 
ed, and the High Commissioner was 
quick with his decision. The formal 
"pound of flesh" of the original agree- 
ment was to be paid in full, and there- 
after it was to be "Palestine ei." But, 
gentlemen, has any one ever heard the 
words "ei" actually pronounced? Try 
to utter it with your Hps. What mean- 
ing or content does it suggest to you ? 

We hear no more of "ei," nor of 
"Eretz Israel." Instead, "Jerusalem is 
speaking" is now the radio announcer's 
opening sentence. 

In spite of all these abuses we were 



willing to overlook a good deal and 
even forgive as long as the chance for 
our growth here in numbers was not 
directly impeded, as long as the Alyiah 
was allowed to go on normally. The 
Arab leaders, however, envied this con- 
tinuous development of ours and look- 
ed with growing bitterness at the 
strengh of the Yishuv. While growing 
rich through us, while profiting cul- 
turaly and economically from Jewish 
immigration, they do not cease to nurse 
a hatred within themselves and among 
their masses toward the Zionist work. 
To be sure, these are the upper layers 
only of the Arab society, officialdom 
in the main, but they are the leaders, 
and their will is being forced upon the 
masses, the more so since the majority 
of Arabs are illiterate and ignorant 
and live by the mouth of their mufties 
and sheikhs. What vile lie is not readily 
believed by them and what impossible 
monstrosity is not accepted by them as 
pure truth! Seven years ago the Arabs 
believed the Jews were ready to burn 
and destroy the Mosque of Omar. Now 
they were told that the Jews were pre- 
paring to fall upon Jaffa and murder 
its population. 

But what is the government doing to 
check these false accusations ? The 
poisonous Arab press was let loose 
without any interference. Demonstra- 
tions, open inciting and arousing of the 
lowest instincts, went on regularly, and 
is going on regularly at this very mo- 
ment, the government doing absolutely 
nothing to prevent or stop them. On 
the contrary the leaders are being in- 
vited and offered numerous conces- 
sions. Their crowning triumph was the 
Legislative Council, but even this feat 
was not much of an achievement to be 
satisfied with, for are not the Syrians 
their brothers and the Egyptians of 
their stock, too ? And what those gain- 
ed through high handedness they must 
equally try to gain. 

If •peaceful demonstrations do not 
prevail, terror becomes an acceptable 
tool, and numbers of Jewish victims 
fall by secret hands, well organized and 
properly supported. Yakobi and his 
son from Nahalel were among the first 
ones, four chalutzim from Yagur fol- 
lowed soon, then some others and at last 
Sergeant Rosenfeld in the fields of En 
Harod. The police, become wise sud- 
denly, come upon the heels of a whole 
band and stage a veritable battle with 
machine guns and aeroplanes, with the 
result that some men are killed and a 
dozen arrested. The killed murderers 
are at once declared by the Arab lead- 
ers martyrs for the holy cause of lib- 



eration. The press, mosque and school 
— governmentally supported — outdoing 
each other in their zeal of surrounding 
the names of villains with the aureole 
of everlasting glory. Were those im- 
prisoned ones punished? Not yet. The 
machine of Nemesis operates slowly 
for the Arabs. Some of them have been 
freed under bail at the request of the 
leaders, the rest are being treated well 
while in prison. Is it any wonder that 
to kill a Jew becomes synonymous with 
performing an act of laudable heroism, 
a deed attesting a high passionate 
spirit? To the leaders, it is apparent 
that the government, even if not power- 
less, is acquiescing in their course of 
action, hence all they have to do is to 
be firm in their demands, make as 
much trouble as they choose, and all 
their wishes will eventually be granted. 

Again a murder on the highway : 
Galusman from Nahalel — poor colony ! 
— the only Jew in a packed Arab bus, 
is hit by a mysterious bullet. Soon af- 
ter 19 cars are held up by a band on 
the highway. Among the travelers three 
Jews are found. One is killed on the 
spot, the other two wounded. One of 
them is to die soon. A veritable blood 
orgy. This was already too much even 
for the meek and patient Yishuv. At 
the funeral of Chasan, the first of the 
victims, which took place in Tel Aviv 
Friday, the 17th of April, thousands of 
mourning brethren gave vent to their 
anger, accusing the government of 
weakness, the police of helplessness. 
On the morrow the news reached Jaffa 
in a perverted form of : "The Jews are 
marching on Jaffa to kill the Arabs." 
On Sunday the great revenge is as- 
suming the proportion of a blood bath. 

And what about the police ? More 
and more does the picture of the first 
day of the massacres loom forth in its 
full horror of protected lawlessness. 
Men were being attacked and murder- 
ed not alone in forlorn streets and cor- 
ners but in the very center of the city, 
in the immediate proximity of the gov- 
ernment offices and the police station. 
Some were even assaulted under the 
very eyes of officials and the police 
without as much as an attempt of hold- 
ing back the murderous hand. A small 
detachment of police, one aeroplane 
hovering over the crowded streets, one 
daring, firm word of command, were 
sufficient to kill in the bud this tragedy. 
But nothing of the kind happened. 
When some Jewish customs workers 
asked their British chief on that day 
for protection, he denounced them an- 
grily for having come to work at a time 
like this. 
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What is the police doing right now 
to prevent the daily firing of the fields 
in the Emek Israel, Emer Haf er, Zich- 
ron Binyamina, Hadera, etc.? The 
answer may perhaps be found in the 
phenomenal report of Secretary Tho- 
mas before the members of Parliament 
about the happenings here, which prob- 
ably reached the American press as 
well. What a deliberate evasion of the 
true state of affairs! Why is it being 
done? Because such is the policy dic- 
tated by the higher political wisdom for 
which English rule in its dominions is 
well known. "Divide et impera." So 
it was in Ireland, so it is in India and 
such is the case here. England must 
possess Palestine and will keep it. A 
mere physical occupation seems now- 
adays not sufficient, hence a moral 
right of some sort or another is sought 
after. In our land Jew-Arab antagon- 
ism is excuse enough and justifica- 
tion enough for England's iron grip. 
The two nations must be kept apart, 
they must not be allowed to come to 
terms lest they make peace and frus- 
trate by it her sovereign "Taison 
d'etre." 
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The Founder of Yiddish Journalism 

(Continued from Page 20) 

Russia, of the role of the Jews in the 
Russian-Polish and Franco-Russian 
Wars, of the Jewish part in the Dec- 
embrist movement, of the libels against 
the Jews in Russia, of the Russian- 
Jewish Shtadlanim. It would be crim- 
inal negligence were his efforts to per- 
petuate the memory of a period that is 
about to pass away be lost. His auto- 
biography alone would be a most im- 
portant contribution to the history of 
our people in Russia, a chapter of 
which, with Ginsburg's exile, is about 
to close. 

As a token of appreciation of all he 
has done in his fruitful career, and is 
prepared to do, his friends in this coun- 
try, upon the occasion of his 70th birth- 
day, have formed the Saul M. Gins- 
burg Testimonial Committee, whose 
sole purpose it is to see that these re- 
cent works of his shall be published. 



Consolidated Taxpayers' 
Mutual Insurance Co. 



DEVOTED SOLELY TO THE 
OWNERS, LANDLORDS AND 
TENNANTS LIABILITY 
INSURANCE 



Offers Property Owners of the City of New 
York an Immediate 20% reduction upon 
their yearly premiums. This substantial 
saving can also be secured on elevator 
insurance. 



INQUIRIES WELCOMED 




HOME OFFICE: 

164 MONTAGUE STREET 

BROOKLYN. N. Y. Tel. TRiangle 5-5300 



BRONX OFFICE: 

391 EAST 149th STREET 

Tel. MElrose 5-4547 



HARRY STRONGIN, President 



BROWNSVILLE OFFICE: 

353 STONE AVENUE 

Tel. Dickens 2-0262 



(7tl& CBACrokllJAt 



4i 

9 



v -urn 
wm 

j: if 





si 

I 



ft*- 1 

1 {v« 



raft 



m 



8® 



lii 

M 



Bp" 



if 



BRITAIN'S POLICY IN PALES- 
TINE-DOES IT WORK? IS IT 
SUCCESSFUL? 

RABBI ABRAHAM ISAAC HA- 
KOHEN KOOK-HIS GREATNESS 
AND UNIQUENESS 

WAR IN ERETZ ISRAEL 

IT MAY BE JUST AS WELL THERE 
WERE FEW JEWS IN THE 
OLYMPICS 

DIGEST OF VITAL JEWISH NEWS 



SEPTEMBER 



1936 



Rosh Hashonah Qreetings from the 

Consolidated Taxpayers Mutual 
Insurance Company 

HARRY STRONGIN, President 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT 



AS OF JUNE 30, 1936 



ASSETS 

Cash in Banks and Office $117,518.64 

Cash held in trust by N. Y. Ins. Dept 15,384.30 

Bonds 67,605.78 

U. S. Government $48,589.79 

Municipal (N. Y. City) 19.015.99 

(Valuations on N. Y. Insurance Dept. Basis) 

First Mortgage Loans (N.Y.C. RealEstate) 235,066.00 

Real Estate (N. Y. City) 92,300.00 

Premiums All Under 90 Days 67,346.61 

Accrued Interest and Other Assets 14,065.20 



$609,286.53 



LIABILITIES 



Reserve for Losses and Loss Expense $276,544.00 

(This is a fund to meet payments not yet due 
on accidents which have already occurred 
and the expenses in connection therewith.) 

Reserve for Unearned Premiums 139,815.70 

(This represents premiums not earned as of 
the date of this statement.) 

Reserve for Taxes, Expenses and Miscel- 
laneous Liabilities 9,662.30 

Voluntary Contingency Reserve 63,000.00 

Surplus to Policyholders 120,264.53 



$609,286.53 



On the basis of June 30, 1936 Market Quotations for all Bonds owned, the Company's Total Assets would be 

increased to $612,914.12 and Surplus to $123,892.12. 
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THE BOOK OF LIFE AND THE 
BOOK OF DEATH 

A Rosh Hashonah Message 

IX the fancy of the ancient sages, 
the picture was conceived of two 
books that opened for every indi- 
vidual on Rosh Hashonah, — a Book of 
Life and a Hook of Death. On that 
day the inscription was set down as 
to who was destined for life and who 
for death. 

Though the product of poetic fancy, 
how very true in fact this picture is. 
Kach and every one of us can help to 
ordain for ourselves a year of real 
living or a year of spiritual death. We 
have the destiny of our lives in our 
own keeping. 

But even more than in our individ- 
ual lives is this conception true as ap- 
plied to our people. The Book of Life 
and the Book of Death lie open before 
the Jew. On the one side, all the forces 
of devilish destruction are arrayed to 
inscribe his name in the Book of Death. 
On the other hand stand those Jews 
who have loyalty in their hearts and 
faithful devotion in their souls, deter- 
mined to inscribe the Jew in the Book 
of Immortal Life. Rosh Hashonah is 
the challenge to every Jew: on which 
of the two books are you helping des- 
tiny to inscribe the name of the Jew? 

God grant that each and every one 
in our Brooklyn Jewish Center realize 
the significance of this challenge and 
learn to win for himself and for all 
our people an abiding role in the Book 
of Life. 



WILL BRITAIN BETRAY US? 

As the Review goes to press, rumors 
are current that the Palestine Govern- 
ment will suspend Jewish immigra- 
tion to Palestine during the investiga- 
tion that is to be undertaken by the 
Royal Commission. We cannot believe 
that ( treat Britain would so betray her 
trust as the mandatory power. In the 
mandate, which she has accepted from 
the League of Xations, she undertook 
to do all in her power "to facilitate" 



the creation of the Jewish National 
Home. Stopping Jewish immigration, 
even temporarilv, would be a direct 
violation of this trust that she assumed. 

But more than that. Such action 
would mean surrender to Arab terror- 
ism, and would serve as an encourage- 
ment to the organized bandits, that by 
means of terror and bloodshed thev 
can force the hand of England. It 
would nullify in advance any ruling or 
action by the Royal Commission, be- 
cause the Arabs, if not satisfied with 
these rulings, would renew their acts 
of terrorism. 

There is only one way for Britain 
to act : to do her utmost to put an end 
to the acts of banditry, to show these 
terrorists that she means to fight them 
to the bitter end. It is inconceivable 
that these irresponsible terrorists can 
not be overpowered by the British mil- 
itary forces. England, having display- 
ed leniency and accomplished nothing, 
must now change her policy and with 
force and determination restore order 
and safety. There is no doubt that the 
lr.rge majority of Arabs would wel- 
come a return of normalcy, and in their 
hearts would hail the British conquest 
of the murderous bandits, who have 
brought terror to their lives as well as 
to the lives of the Jews. 

The Jews not only of Palestine but 
throughout the world have always had 
faith in the integrity of purpose of 
Great Britain. They rejoiced that the 
mandate was granted to her, because 
they felt a spiritual kinship with Brit- 
ish Idealism. We cannot believe that 
England would do aught to betrav that 
faith! 

—I. H. L. 



A SPLENDID IMPROVEMENT 

MEMBERS of the Center and 
others visiting our building 
will be agreeable surprised at 
the renovations made in the Prayer 
Room during the past few months. 

It has always occured to us that 
through some unknown reason this 
portion of the building was somehow 
overlooked. The builders and those 



who had charge of equipping the insti- 
tution did a magnificent and complete 
job, — except for the firth Homed rash. 
It remained for our active Sisterhood 
to assume the task of making good this 
deficiency. 

Several years ago. at the behest of 
its former president, Mrs. Phillip Bren- 
ner, tli j organization undertook to con- 
duct several functions, the proceeds of 
which were to be used towards that 
purpose. Adverse conditions in the in- 
stitution made it necessary to postpone 
the carrying out of the original plans. 

Last Spring the members of the Sis- 
terhood, inspired by their new leader. 
.Mrs. Albert Witty, proceeded with the 
work of installing pews in the Prayer 
Room, a new ark railing, etc. The re- 
sult is that the newly renovated Beth 
Homed rash is equal to the finest in the 
city. The children using this place for 
worship on the Sabbath and on Holi- 
days will be thrilled with its beauty and 
coziness. In addition, it will provide 
an added income to the Center through 
its rental for wedding ceremonies 
whenever the attendance is not large 
enough to warrant the use of the Syn- 
agogue. 

The officers and members of the Sis- 
terhood deserve our sincere apprecia- 
tion for having initiated and carried 
out this most needed improvement in 
our building. 
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WAR IN PALESTINE 

By MORDECAI HALEVI 



(Mr. Halevi recently returned from a 
two year stay in Palestine. An analysis 
of the situation there, based on his ob- 
sen'atious, will appear in an early issue 
of the Review.) 

THE problem of Eretz Israel is 
now more tban ever the central 
problem of the entire Jewish 
world, with the sole exemption perhaps 
of Russian Jewry. This does not in 
any way purport to deprecate the im- 
portance of the local problems of each 
res]>ective community, the American 
above all. But the very complicated 
situations in every country, as far as 
we are concerned, are intricately bound 
by the solution of the Eretz Israel 
problem, whether we wish it or not. 
This is undoubtedly the opinion of the 
Yishuv. It is, I believe, also the belief 
of the larger part of Jewish world o- 
pinion as witnessed by the resolutions 
passed upon at the recently held World 
Jewish Congress. It is only imperative 
that this view becomes part and parcel 
of every individual Jew so that he may 
live and act accordingly. 

Eretz Israel, as a practical solution 
to the problem of our dispersion, has 
reached a point where we must either 
continue to go up and on, or go down. 
What is taking place in Palestine now 
is not a relentless pogrom, the kind we 
knew in Russia, and the kind the Jews 
of Poland and Roumania know today, 
though the appearance of the bloody 
happenings is similar. In Palestine 
there is a veritable war, with all the 
attributes and consequences of war, 
not so much against the present Yishuv 
as against the united will of all Israel 
to gain a foothold under the sun. 

If we fail in this unequal struggle 
the present Jewish population in Eretz 
Israel — strange as it may seem — will 
not be the loser at all, it will remain a 
compact group of several hundred thou- 
sand strong with more or less defined 
rights and privileges. However, it will 
cease to he the haven for the hundreds 
of thousands, and perhaps future mil- 
lions, of our refugees, who knock at its 
doors. It will be a new Goluth land, 
under Arab dominion, for better or for 
worse, but no more the future Eretz 
Israel. What follows is, that the Yish- 
uv is to be considered the vanguard, 
the army on the actual battlefield, strug- 
gling, fighting, suffering for all of us, 
while we here must supply the means 
to strengthen it. 



Lastly, the Yishuv, this valiant army 
of ours at the front, has proven itself 
worthy of our admiration in every re- 
spect because of the way it has carried 
out the heavy task placed upon its 
shoulders. Eearlessly and courageously 
it guards our positions, continuing its 
peaceful and fruitful work despite the 
vicissitudes of war without abatement. 
Thousands of trees are torn out — new 
ones are planted in their stead ; crops 
are burned down — fresh green plants 
shoot forth to cloth the bleak fields ; 
buildings are destroyed — stronger and 
larger ones are being built in their 
places ; the wounded are counted in the 
hundreds, and eighty heros lost their 
lives, — yet more and more fill their va- 
cant posts, ready to fall if necessary, 
in their turn ; feelings of bitterness 



THIS really happened, and if it has 
not been relayed to the four cor- 
ners of the earth it is the fault of 
Mr. Louis J. Gribetz, who was too 
close to the incident and didn't take 
advantage of the eager presence of ship 
news reporters. 

On Friday, the 28th of August, Mr. 
Gribetz was strolling along one of the 
decks of the liner "Aquitania," home- 
ward bound from the World Jewish 
Congress sessions in Geneva, when he 
met Mr. Leonard Lippman. Mr. Lipp- 
man is a young Englishman who su- 
pervises ka-shruth on board the ship, 
and Mr. Lippman told Mr. Gribetz the 
following amazing tale : 

Earlier that day Mr. Lippman had 
been summoned by the Captain. When 
he came into his office he found a 
bearded Jewish gentleman trying to 
make himself clear to the commander. 

"Mr. Lippman," said the latter, 
"please translate every word that man 
says." 

Mr. Lippman turned to the Jew and 
listened. Almost at once he appeared 
staggered. Then he entered into a rap- 
id debate in Yiddish. 

"Mr. Lippman," broke in the Cap- 
tain, "don't argue. Tell me what he 
wants." 



against the faithless protector and hu- 
manly natural outcries for revenge 
against the cruel foe are powerfully 
suppressed in the hope of thus better 
serving the cause and interests of our 
people. This stoicism and bravery of 
Eretz Israel Jewry throughout the 
months of bloodshed, testify to the un- 
mistakable power of our homeland to 
rejuvenate and reinvigorate our very 
nature, which was bent down during 
the many ages of servile life in the 
various Goluth lands. 

From over there our brethren send 
to us a message of trust and hope in 
the final outcome of this struggle. From 
us they rightfully demand that we en- 
list ourselves wholly and wholehearted- 
ly in behalf of the common cause of 
saving Eretz Israel for Ani Israel. 



Air. Lippman looked at his master 
blankly. 

"He wants," he said after consider- 
able hesitation, "to buy the ship." 

The Captain stared. Almost auto- 
matically he kept his peace as Mr. Lipp- 
man again tackled the Jew. Finally 
Mr. Lippman had acquainted himself 
sufficiently with the situation to render 
an intelligent report. 

According to the Hebraic law, he 
said, Jews were not allowed to carry 
their prayer shawls and other personal 
belongings to the synagogue for services 
unless they were on their own property. 
Thus the bearded Jewish passenger, 
representing bis devout compatriots on 
board, wanted to buy the Aquitania for 
twenty-four hours beginning this Fri- 
day evening, so that they could attend 
Sabbath services. 

The Captain was perplexed. 

"Hut it's very simple," said the Jew. 
"You just take hold of a corner of my 
coat tail and I'll say the proper prayer. 
That will effect the sale." 

"I can't do that," protested the Cap- 
tain. "I'm responsible to my company. 
How do 1 know what legal complica- 
tions this might result in?" 

Patiently the Jew, through Mr. Lipp- 
(Contimted on Page 26) 
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BRITAIN'S POLICY IN PALESTINE - IS IT 
SUCCESSFUL? DOES IT WORK? 



By WILLIAM I. SIEGEL 



STATESCRAFT— the art of gov- 
ernment through formulation of 
policy — has historically had two 
actual, if not always conscious, bases. 
The moral basis, grounded on a sincere 
recognition of correlative rights and 
duties and a scrupulous respect for na- 
tional and international obligations, has 
been unfortunately so rare as to create 
remote and almost inaccessible pin- 
nacles of emulation. The contrary, 
and immoral, basis has all too usually 
been the background of government 
and diplomacy. Machiavelli, Metter- 
nicb and Tallyrand have far outweigh- 
ed in influence Gladstone and Wilson. 

Whether, however, a particular ex- 
ample of statescraft be moral or im- 
moral may — indeed, amid the exigent 
problems of daily life, must — usually 
be left to the debate of the historians 
and the abstractions of philosophers. 
The contemporary world can read only 
as it runs and must be satisfied to ask 
of the policy: Is it successful? Does 
it work? Does it serve well the inter- 
est which is its master motive? And 
when the conclusion is that it does not, 
and more especially when the policy is 
both unsuccessful and immoral, then 
has statescraft sadly reached its very 
nadir. 

British policy in Palestine is justly 
subject to such condemnation. Legally 
and morally it is indefensible. Practi- 
cally and currently it produces great 
harm. Viewed in historic perspective 
it is inadequate and therefore false. 
Weighed in the balance of its own 
intent it defeats its own aims. 

Jt must be remembered as a primary 
basis of appraisal that Great Britain 
has in the Holy Land no rights ac- 
quired either by purchase or by con- 
quest. The legal basis of its tenure 
( and so correspondingly the condi- 
tioning moral factor of its Obligation) 
is to be found solely in its Mandate 
from the League of Nations. Great 
Britain is in Palestine a trustee for the 
civilized world and its duties as trustee 
are specifically set forth, delimited and 
emphasized in the Mandate as the fi- 
duciary instrument. In that document 
it is stipulated that "Palestine is to be 
placed under such political administra- 
tive and economic conditions as will 
secure the establishment of the Jewish 
National Home and the development 



of self governing institutions - - - 
Jewish emigration under suitable con- 
ditions is to be facilitated and close set- 
tlement by Jews on the land 'including 
State, lands and waste lands' is to be 
encouraged". Some statesman, in a 
bit of sophistic pleasantry, described 
language as being a means for conceal- 
ing thought. It would need to be a 
most involved sophistrv (which even 
then would fail in the attempt) to con- 
ceal or obfuscate the clarity of this 
declaration or to contort its meaning. 
Were the private trustee to be called 
to account in a Court of Equity under 
such a deed of trust no one can doubt 
what the Court's construction would 
be. What can be said of Great Britain, 
called to accountability in the forum 
of an enlightened world-opinion ? 

The answer is at one and the same 
time obvious and unflattering to Brit- 
ish conceptions of international moral- 
ity. The Jew may perhaps be an in- 
terested witness and therefore at least 
partially disqualified. Other testimony, 
however, is ample. Indeed, fact is the 
truest and most revealing witness. 
England has signally failed to honor 
the legal (and therefore, pari-passu, 
the moral ) obligations of its fiduciary 
relationship to Palestine. England has 
not facilitated Jewish emigration. Eng- 
land has not facilitated the establish- 
ment of the Jewish National Home. To 
the contrary, and with such persistence 
as to indicate a purpose, England has 
hindered and hampered the achieve- 
ment of these ends and in so doing has 
fostered and brought to bloom a Dead 
Sea fruit of murder and arson which 
has not only adversely affected the 
legitimate hopes of the Jewish people 
but has at the same time injured Brit- 
ish interests and prestige. 

It would serve no good purpose to 
particularize in this place a bill of in- 
dictment. The record of the generation 
gone since the formulation of the Man- 
date has passed into history. With it 
have passed beyond a possibility of 
erasure all the instances of British op- 
position to Jewish labor and sacrifice 
and all the petty and short-sighted acts 
of obstruction of British officialdom. 
Embalmed in the amber of history the 
record lies in clear sight for the ap- 



praisal and for the condemnation of 
mankind. 

The constant and parrot-like repeti- 
tion of Britain's attempted self-excul- 
pation has lent no weight to it and has 
lessened by not a degree its inherent 
falsity. What is Britain's appologia sua 
facta.' 1 It is in brief that she does not 
honor the Mandate and observe its 
terms because she cannot do so. The 
Lmpire with its congeries of Moham- 
medan colonies can undertake no broad 
policy and no lesser detail of policy in 
regard to Palestine which may offend 
its Arabs or their related Mohamme- 
dans anywhere in the Empire on which 
the sun never sets. 

In a Court of Equity it would be 
childishly simple to demolish such a 
defense. A trustee whose self-interest 
conflicts with his trust must not accept 
the trust. As early as Biblical times we 
have had the wise maxim that no man 
can serve two masters. 

Nor is the argument exclusively 
analogical. At the close of the World 
War other powers, notably France and 
Italy, would eagerly have accepted the 
Mandate. England's acceptance was by 
no means motivated by an exclusive 
altruistic interest in the Jew. The an- 
cient British faculty of common sense 
and the present British necessity were 
very much involved in the decision. 
The location of the Suez Canal — that 
central ganglion in the nerve system 
of Imperial communication and defense 
— made control of Palestine impera- 
tively necessary for England. What- 
ever Jewry may owe to Britain in Pa- 
lestine (be the debt great or small, 
sweet or bitter) it owes primarily to 
British caution and not to British gen- 
erosity. 

We must conclude therefore that 
British statesmanship in Palestine has 
been immoral for the very reason that 
it has been illegal. Has it at least the 
merit — the British merit — of having 
been, and being, successful in the ad- 
vancement of British interests ? Let us 
paraphrase Polonius and ask whether 
Britain, having been untrue to others, 
has at least been true to itself? 

There is a quality of retributive jus- 
{ Continued on next Page) 



[6] 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



tice in the negative answer that Great 
Britain's misfeasance as a fiduciary has 
already brought its own penalty. (Sad 
it is, of course, that the Jew, innocent 
of the cause, has suffered more se- 
verely in the effect). We have adver- 
ted before to Palestine's geographical 
relationship to the Empire. It is ele- 
mentary and obvious that such geogra- 
phic position makes it highly important 
to the Empire that there be developed 
in Palestine a peaceful and progressive 
populace which should give the Empire 
no cause, by internal dissension and dis- 
turbance, to fear an upset of balance. 
It is doubly important to an Empire 
which rules by force alone in large 
portions of its dominions that at its 
very heart there be a populace loyal to 
the Empire and grateful to it for a 
record of honorable and equitable treat- 
ment. England had an opportunity to 
create such loyalty among the Jews in 
Palestine twenty years ago and ten 
years ago and even a year ago. One 
wonders if it has irretrievably forfeit- 
ed the opportunity because of its mala- 
droit management of events during 
those one and ten and twenty years. 
Prophecy is of no value in searching 
for the answer. Indeed an answer it- 
self may be of no value. Far more 
important is a correct evaluation of the 
events themselves. Much more neces- 
sary is a study of the factors under- 
lying these events. For by proper diag- 
nosis it may become possible to discover 
not merely a palliative or a panacea but 
a lasting and effective remedy. 

We advance the opinion that Bri- 
tain's error in Palestine has been born 
of two misconceptions. One previously 
touched on is the belief that there is 
a unity of blood and religion between 
the Arab and the generality of Bri- 
tain's Mohammedan subjects, which 
unity generates a bond between, let us 
say, Palestine and India. An umbilical 
cord, forsooth, that stretches a thous- 
and miles or more ! Equally erroneous 
is the belief so devotedly held by the 
Colonial Office that the Grand Mufti 
and his fellow politicians truly express 
the political ambition of the Arab — 
that, to point the problem, the arson 
and murder and pillage of Easter of 
1929 and the last six months are the 
physical manifestation of Arab nation- 
alism and Arab desire for freedom 
from Jewish participation in Palestini- 
an life. (Parenthetically it may be ob- 
served that the Colonial Office should 
not be too severely censured for the 
error. Other instances are not lacking 
in the current world in which the ful- 



minations of a vocal minority are mis- 
taken for the voice of an entire people 
and accorded the respect due only to 
the true will of the people.) 

Nothing, could be wider of the mark 
and further from the fact. The truth 
is simple. (And yet how simple it is to 
complicate for special purposes the 
simple truth!) For a thousand years 
there have been in Palestine but two 
classes, the Effendi and the Felaheen, 
the one percent of very rich land 
owners and the miserably poor and al- 
most enslaved mass of peasantry. In 
the early years of this century the for- 
mer had enjoyed at the expense of the 
latter class all the privileges of absentee 
landlordism. The undernourished land 
itself and the driven Fellah existed only 
to furnish the means for the luxury 
and the license of the upper class in 
European capitals. In the generation 
of Jewish development the benefits of 
the accompanying Renaissance have ac- 
crued in full measure to the Fellaheen 
as well as to the Jew. Their economic 
condition has been immeasurably im- 
proved. Education has to a notable 
degree replaced illiteracy. The com- 
plexion of the mass has changed and 
with it has altered the Weltanschaung 
of the individual. The supine accep- 
tance of Effendi supremacy which in 
former years marked the relations be- 
tween the classes is going — perhaps has 
entirely gone. The superior class rea- 
lizes that it is the liberating influence 



FORGOTTEN THE OLD AGONIES 
By Irving Bard 

HE is a slight hopping figure, for a 
moment seen and then lost in the 
mass of moving men. He is 
drawn aside by the strong voices 
of the vendors to look upon their 
wares. He peers at the faces 
about him and their strangeness 
does not frighten him. 

He flutters about like a captured bird 
that thinks to escape its dire 
destiny. . . . 

There is a pathetic eagerness in that 
frail little body. He is caught in 
the vast current of energy which 
swims through the multitude and 
his body swells with vital ambi- 
tion. Life, reborn, pants within 
him and its old agonies are for- 
gotten. 

He is like a simple and curious little 
child, this silent, crippled, old 
Jew who limps on his crutches. 



of Jewish thought and example, of 
Jewish money and opportunity, which 
has worked the change. To stave off 
the inevitable destruction of its su- 
premacy ; to defer the complete enlight- 
enment of the Fellaheen ; to retain as 
long as possible the actuality or even 
the shreds of its special privilege: these 
are its desperate aims. And thus to set 
back the hands of history, the class has 
hesitated at the use of no means what- 
ever. The mobs of the last six months 
are its hirelings and mercenaries. The 
violence which has occurred is but a 
cloak used to fool western liberalism 
with the false slogan of self-determi- 
nation. Beyond it all is the grim battle 
of a dying regime for the perpetuation 
— and if that be impossible for the par- 
tial salvation — of anciently developed 
privilege. The body of Arabs neither 
desires nor participates in the mum- 
mery and earnestly hopes for its end. 

Were Britain courageous it would 
speedily solve this problem, and prop- 
erly. The sole answer to any wrong 
is emphasis on right. The only shield 
to force is Law. The trustee must at 
all times assert and obey his trust. In- 
stead Britain has played Fabius with- 
out either the stategy of Fabius or his 
success. To Arab violence and intrigue 
in the past it has successively offered 
tentative and blundering concessions : 
unreasonable restriction of immigra- 
tion, insufficient allocation of public 
funds, the proposed Legislative Coun- 
cil. And now as perhaps the crowning 
weakness it has set up the Commission 
of Inquiry as a further means of post- 
poning decision and action. 

Jews have good reason to regard 
British commissions with suspicion. 
Such fruit as the Passfield White Pa- 
per creates no appetite for future tid- 
bits of investigative impartiality. It is 
both impossible and undesirable to 
prophecy concerning the potential re- 
sults of the present Commission's 
labor or even with respect to the point 
of view with which it embarks on its 
course. One comforting circumstance, 
however, there is. British prestige has 
recently, in the Ethiopian episode, suf- 
fered a desperate blow. The spectacle 
of mighty Britain either bluffed or 
forced (and it is difficult to judge 
which would be more detrimental to 
that prestige) into diplomatic retreat 
by Italy has been a new departure in 
history. The effect on British morale 
has been tremendous; and, worse for 
Britain, the shock to its hold on the 
restive colonies of the Empire has been 
{Continued on Page 17) 
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RABBi ABRAHAM ISAAC HAKOHEN KOOK 
HIS GREATNESS AND UNIQUENESS 



By DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 
A TRIBUTE ON HIS YAHRZEIT, ELUL 3rd 



A Y EAR has already passed since 
cruel death snatched from our 
midst that great and beloved 
leader of our people, one of the spirit- 
ual giants in the Jewish world, — the 
sainted Rabbi Abraham Isaac Ila- 
Kohen Kook, Chief Rabbi of Palestine. 
But time has only intensified the reali- 
zation of the greatness of the loss that 
we have sustained. 

It seems as if the curse of the To- 
clieclto has come to pass in Jewish life. 
In that Biblical chapter, in which are 
enumerated all the curses that were 
threatened upon a back-sliding people, 
there is this one : "And I shall break 
the pride of your strength!" (Leviticus 
26.19.) "What is meant by 'the pride 
of your strength'?" ask the ancient 
sages. And they answer : "By the words 
'pride of your strength', God meant 
'the great men in Judah'!" (Gittin 37- 
a.) Yea, the "pride of our strength" 
has been broken. Just about a year 
preceding the death of Rabbi Kook, we 
were stunned by the news that Bialik, 
the greatest poet of Israel since Je- 
hudah Halevi, had been taken from us; 
and now Rabbi Kook, master in the 
field of Torah, is no more. If Bialik 
was the Jehudah Halevi of our day, 
Rabbi Kook was the Moses Maimon- 
ides; if Bialik was the David, the sweet 
singer in Israel, then Rabbi Kook was 
the giver of the ancient Law to his 
people. 

In reality however, — and herein lies 
the uniqueness and the greatness of 
these men — each combined both of 
these gifts. Bialik was master of the 
Haggadali, the poetic folk-lore of our 
literature, but he knew how to appreci- 
ate also the Halacha, and to evaluate the 
role of Torah in Jewish Life. Rabbi 
Kook was a recognized master in the 
field of the Halacha — the legal litera- 
ture of the Jew, — but he was equally 
the master of the Haggadali. In fact, 
he differed from most of his colleagues 
in that he developed a whole science in 
the study of Haggadali. No wonder 
that both these men so loved each 
other, so appreciated each other's great- 
ness, and spoke so highly of each 
other's achievements ! As one great 
Hebrew writer expressed himself, 



"The Shirah, the poetry of Bialik was 
Torah; and the Torah 'ol Rabbi Kook 
was Shirah!" 

It is difficult to evaluate properly 
the life work of Rabbi Kook within 
the compass of a few pages. He 
achieved fame already in his youth, 
when he was Rabbi in leading com- 
munities in Russia ; but his real great- 
ness came in the last thirty-one years 
of his life, when he lived in his beloved 
Erctc Israel. Of him, too, it may be 
said as the eulogist spoke at the death 
of Rav Zeira : "The land of Shinar 
conceived him and gave him birth ; but 
it was the glorious land, Palestine, that 
raised this object of her delight" (Me- 
gillah 6a). Russia was the scene of his 
early activities ; it was Palestine, how- 
ever, that gave lustre to his fame, that 
raised him to the loftiest heights of 
greatness, and that made him the de- 
light of all his people. 

His greatness and his uniqueness 
consisted primarily in his many-sided- 
ness. There are other Rabbis who may 
have been his equal in the mastery of 
Torah ; but their eminence stopped at 
this very point. His knowledge seem- 
ed to be limitless. He was a mystic 
as well as a Talmudist ; and the myster- 
ies of the Kabbalah and the Zohar were 
as familiar to him as were the laws of 
the Talmud. In fact, one cannot un- 
derstand much of his personality un- 
less one realizes how much it was sat- 
urated with this mysticism. He was a 
philosopher in the truest sense of the 
word, and many of his writings, if 
translated into a modern tongue, would 
have placed him high in the field of 
mystic philosophy. He was even a 
poet, and wrote a beautiful religious 
poem which he hoped would be sung 
by Jews throughout the world together 
with the Hatikvoh. He was not 
strange to the researches of science 
and had a great reverence for the sci- 
entific worker and thinker. He was the 
real Ish Eshkolot, which the Rabbis 
translated as Ish She-ha-kol Bo, "the 
man in whom everything is to be 
found" (Sotah 47b), — who possesses 
every gift that can come from Nature's 
cornucopia. "When R. Elazar, the son 
of R. Shimeon died, the men of his 



generation referred to him the phrase, 
'With all the powders of the merchant' 
(Song of Songs 3.6), because R. Ela- 
zar was Karaya, Vc-tanayah, Upaitan, 
I 'edarshan, — master in Scriptures, 
master in Rabbinics, great as a poet 
and great as a preacher" (Leviticus 
Rabbah 30.1). Even so may it be said 
of Rabbi Kook, — he was bedecked 
"with all the powders of the merchant" 
in spiritual and intellectual wares. 

His very preaching was remarkable. 
I had the privilege of hearing him 
preach and speak on a number of oc- 
casions while I was in Palestine during 
my two visits. Rarely have I seen or 
heard a preacher who could so hold an 
audience spell-bound as he did. And 
he was not an orator, in the ordinary 
meaning of that word. He had brilli- 
ance, depth, sympathy and understand- 
ing. He would oft times start with the 
enunciation of a simple law, and then, 
with the artistry of a master, he would 
transform that law into a poem, and 
the poem into life ! 

His greatness, however, must be ex- 
plained in other spheres beside his 
vast erudition. First and foremost is 
his saintly character. Humility was 
one of his chief virtues, and it was 
again and again evidenced in his atti- 
tude towards opponents. He was often 
bitterly attacked and denounced, alas, 
by those who should have been the 
first among his adherents. He, how- 
ever, never permitted any of his fol- 
lowers to utter one unkind word to- 
wards any of his opponents. "They 
are mistaken", he would say of these 
antagonists, "but they are not wilfully 
bad. They mean well, therefore, they 
deserve our respect !" His gentleness, 
his considerateness towards all, was 
recognized by everyone who came in 
contact with him. The story is told 
that when he was taken to the hospi- 
tal a few days before his death the 
month of Elul was ushered in, and, as 
is the custom during that month, he 
asked that the Shofar be sounded for 
him. His physicians, however, were 
afraid of his reaction to the blowing 
of the Shofar, since he was in such an 
enfeebled condition, and gave orders 
{Continued on next Page) 
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that it should not be clone. Rabbi Kook, 
however, insisted, since he did not 
want to depart, even in sickness, from 
his accustomed adherence to all the 
laws and customs of his faith. One of 
his rabbinic friends, standing at his 
side, ventured the opinion, "But Rabbi, 
the sounding of the Shofar here may 
disturb other patients in adjoining 
rooms!" — and Rabbi Kook instantly 
nodded in agreement. 

Great was he in learning, and great 
was he in saintliness and character. 
But even these qualities, rare as they 
are, would not fully explain why he 
possessed so unique a hold upon the 
Jewish heart. He was one of the most 
beloved figures in Jewish life. Bialik 
and he, were the most popular men in 
all Palestine, enjoying the affections 
of all classes of Jews, regardless of 
party or class. 

What was it that gave him this 
unique position? The answer lies in 
his unbounded love for the Jewish peo- 
ple and his great and never faltering 
love for Eretz Israel. His love for the 
Jewish people was akin to that which 
filled the heart of R. Levi Yitzchok of 
Berditchov, of whom a recent writer 
on Hassidism said : "R. Levi Yitzchok 
loved God and loved Judaism, but his 
love for the Jews surpassed his love 
for both" (Jacob S. Minkin : "The 
Romance of Hassidism"). Rabbi Kook 
literally could not conceive of a bad 
Jew. To him indeed might be applied 
the biblical words: "He beheld not ini- 
quity in Jacob, neither hath he seen 
perverseness in Israel" (Numbers 23.- 
21). That explains his great love for 
the Chalutzim in Palestine, even though 
many of them were lax in their ob- 
servance of the ceremonial law. "If 
they are capable of such sacrifices in 
behalf of the Jewish people and in be- 
half of the Jewish land", he said, "it 
shows that there is a divine spark of 
spiritual beauty within them, and if 
they fail in religious observance, the 
fault is not theirs but in circumstances 
over which they had no control". 

He devoloped a whole religious- 
philosophic theory about the Jew, to 
explain his conception of Jewish per- 
fection. "In every Jew there are two 
factors, two influences, — the Koach 
Habcchirah, Vckoach Hascgulah — the 
power of free will or choice, and the 
power that is uniquely inherent in him. 
Jews may fail and be weak in the 
power to choose wisely, understanding- 
ly and dutifully, both in ideas and in 
deeds; nevertheless, whether they will 
it or not, Or Hascgulah Meir Boiicm" 



the light of this uniquely inherent urge 
and compulsion kindles within them. 

I recall a beautiful sermon I heard 
him preach in the old Churvah Syna- 
gogue on Passover, in which he loving- 
ly spoke of the German Jews who were 
returning home to Eretz Israel, and 
which beautifully illustrates the over- 
powering love that was his for all his 
people. "Twice is the Jew enjoined to 
eat Matzoh on Passover eve, at the be- 
ginning of the meal, and at the end, 
when he tastes the Afikoman, known 
in Rabbinic language as Tzafun, 'hid- 
den'. Which oi the two Mitzvoth or 
duties is the more important?" Thus 
he began with a simple discussion of 
Jewish law, and after a display of legal 
reasoning he proved that the latter, the 
Mitzvoh of 1 zofun was the more im- 
portant. "These two Matzoh represent 
mystically two types of Jews, the Jew 
whose Judaism, like the first Matzoh 
attractively displayed on the Seder 
table, is always visible and always to 
the fore, and the Jew whose Judaism, 
like the Tzofun Matzoh, is hidden and 
almost unknown. We often think 
slightingly of that type of Jew, because 
he seems to us to be lost to all Jewish 
life. But there is no lost Jew. Times 
come when that hidden spark suddenly 
appears and assumes the aspect of a 
mighty flame of loyalty and devotion. 
It is the greatest duty of our people 
today to lovingly embrace these Jews, 
who in the past, may have appeared as 
Tzofun, hidden and lost, but who to- 
day are giving their very lives to the 
upbuilding of the Jewish people in the 
Jewish land!" 

So great was his love for the build- 
ers of Palestine that numerous legends 
have already arisen about this phase of 
his character, legends which have cap- 
tivated the heart and mind of every 
Palestinian Jew. One of these anec- 
dotes has already become a classic in 
Jewish literature. A group of men ap- 
peared before him and in vehement 
tones not only upbraided the Chalutzem 
in Palestine for their violations of rit- 
ual law, but also denounced him for his 
friendly attitude towards them. With- 
out anger or malice, he turned to them 
and said : "My friends, what are you 
crying about? In our ancient Temple 
there was one spot, the Holy of Holies, 
where no one except the High Priest 
dared to enter, — and even he only on 
the Day of Atonement. But while the 
Temple was being built, the carpenters, 
the painters and the other laborers en- 
tered as frequently as they wished, 
even in their dirty boots. Leave our 
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young people alone — they are building 
our Temple of Jewish life." 

Not that he ever failed to emphasize 
to all Jews the importance of religi- 
ous observance and their duty to pre- 
serve the traditional heritage of their 
people. But he adhered to the Rabbinic 
dictum: "The words of the Torah-Be- 
nachas Nishmain are listened to when 
spoken pleasantly." His appearance at 
the festivities which marked the laying 
of the cornerstone of the Synagogue 
Center that is being erected by the 
United Synagogue of America, in Jer- 
usalem, is a classic example of this 
method that he ever displayed to spread 
the influence of Jewish religion in Jew- 
ish life. Brilliantly did he analyze all 
the advantages which the Center idea 
has for Jewish life, and brilliantly too 
did he analyze the dangers that lie in 
its path. "It is good to bring all secu- 
lar activities closer to the walls of the 
Synagogue, and to bring the influence 
of sanctity upon the ordinary acts of 
life. But we Jews speak not only of 
the separation of sacred and profane 
but also of the 'separation between 
sacred and sacred'. In the Center the 
Jew must be conscious of this distinc- 
tion, that though all the actions of life 
are sacred there is something that is 
more holy and of added sanctity. That 
is represented by the Synagogue itself". 

His unbounded love for all Jews, 
his readiness to defend all Jews who 
worked in the upbuilding of Palestine, 
was not appreciated in certain quarters, 
and he suffered from opposition and 
antagonism. But that love could not 
be shaken. "Here I take my stand," 
he writes, "and shall not be moved: to 
bring Jews nearer, not to drive them 
away, and to endeavor to draw closer 
even those who are farthest removed 
from us !" 

Next to his love for the Jewish peo- 
ple we must note his love for the Jew- 
ish land. Here, again, his love is wrap- 
ped in mysticism. "From this land 
there emanates a holy light which pen- 
etrates and saturates the life of every 
Jew." "This land can cure all the fail- 
ings and all the defects that have come 
upon the Jew." This land and this 
people were for him indissolubly bound 
together. When he was forced to live 
in England during the World War, his 
heart gave him no peace because he 
felt that he was torn from his beloved. 
An interesting fact is recorded in one 
of his letters of those days. He was 
asked by another rabbi for a Respon- 
sum to a certain Shc'clah, a question 
(Continued on Page 26) 
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What Happened During the Month 

A DIGEST OF VITAL JEWISH NEWS 



By LESTER LYONS 



WHEN James G. MacDonald, 
appointed by the League of 
Nations as High Commission- 
er for Refugees from Germany, re- 
signed his office last year, he strikingly 
portrayed the results of the persecution 
of the Jews and other minority groups 
in Germany. Pointing out the necessity 
for removing the source of, as well as 
alleviating, their afflictions, he recom- 
mended in his letter of resignation, 
"That the moral authority of the 
League of Nations and the States 
.Members of the League . .. be di- 
rected toward a determined appeal to 
the German government in the name 
of humanity and of the principles of 
the public law of Europe." That let- 
ter, along with the general question of 
refugee protection, was placed on the 
agenda of the League for discussion 
this September. 

Last month it was revealed by a 
number of distinguished Jews and gen- 
tiles, including Sol M. Stroock, Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee of 
the American Jewish Committee, Dr. 
Henry Smith Leiper, Acting Chairman 
of the American Christian Committee 
on Refugees from Germany, and Pro- 
fessor Morris Raphael Cohen of the 
College of the City of New York, that 
a petition, reaffirming Mr. MacDon- 
ald's recommendation and appealing for 
League intercession in behalf of the 
oppressed minorities in Germany, will 
be presented to the League by an "im- 
portant member nation" for inclusion 
in its agenda at its September meeting. 
The sponsors of this document are im- 
portant Jewish and Christian organi- 
zations throughout the world, among 
which are the American Christian Com- 
mittee for German Refugees, the 
American Jewish Committee, B 'nai 
B'rith, Women's International League 
for Peace and Freedom, Alliance Is- 
raelite Universelle, and Comite pour 
le defense d'Israelites. It will repre- 
sent the first appeal concerning the 
German situation to be submitted for- 
mally to the League for official action. 

The appeal invokes the poignant and 
fundamental principles of humanity. 
Skeptics of the efficacy of a plea of 
that kind, however, will be gratified to 
learn that the petition also has a firmer 
and perhaps more practical basis. Em- 
bodying the results of over ten months' 



exhaustive research and labor on the 
part of foremost international legal 
experts, the petition is powerfully re- 
inforced by a sixty-page brief which 
cogently marshalls historical prece- 
dents and legal arguments, and demon- 
strates that, "The right of a State to 
legislate toward its own nationals or 
those within its jurisdiction is not an 
absolute power, the illegal consequences 
of which other States or the interna- 
tional community are obliged to suffer 
in silence", and that the scope and ef- 
fects of the policies of the German 
government toward oppressed minori- 
ties authorize appropriate remonstra- 
tion by the League. 

The document shows clearly how 
the acts of the German government 
toward its minority groups have re- 
sulted in the casting of burdens on, or 
the violations of the rights of, other 
countries. The forced emigration from 
Germany of thousands of individuals, 
impoverished and debilitated, has 
caused an imposition upon the territory 
of neighboring states. To mention an 
instance occurring after the preparation 
of that petition, Jewish German na- 
tionals returning to German)' from 
Spain on official refugee transports 
have been discriminated against by the 
government and have been ordered to 
leave German territory within twenty- 
four hours under risk of confinement 
in detention camps. Further, various 
problems with respect to these emigres 
have been created as a result of the 
refusal of the German government to 
accord them full diplomatic protection 
in other countries. Again, attempts on 
the part of the German government to 
exercise extra-territorial criminal jur- 
isdiction has resulted in terror and vio- 
lence in neighboring states. 

Reminding the League that the very 
principles upon which the League was 
founded are being threatened, that per- 
^ecution of minorities is one of the 
most dangerous causes of international 
bitterness and conflict, the petition calls 
attention to the violation by Germany 
of the pledges made by it at the Peace 
Conference in 1919 to preserve equality 
of rights of minorities of every race, 
language, belief or color. 



The League is asked to intervene, 
therefore, not only "on humanitarian 
grounds, but also because the actions 
and policies of the German National 
Socialistic Government, having their 
immediate effects and working direct 
injury in the territory of other States, 
constitute a series of violations of these 
States, as well as a breach of solemn 
international undertakings and obli- 
gations." 

Those who may believe that govern- 
mental support or approval of this pe- 
tition may be gratuitous or constitute 
an unfriendly gesture should be re- 
minded that our own government has 
on a number of occasions courageously 
and humanely lifted its voice for the 
oppressed of other nations. Thus, dur- 
ing the Rumanian outrages against the 
Jews in 1902, Secretary of State John 
Hay, in a note sent to the Rumanian 
government, took issue with "the arbi- 
trary and controvertible premises that 
native Jews of Rumania, domiciled 
there for centuries, are not subject to 
foreign protection." As he declared. 
"This government cannot be a tacit 
party to such an international wrong. 
It is constrained to protest against the 
treatment to which the Jews of Ru- 
mania are subjected, not alone because 
it has unimpeachable grounds to re- 
monstrate against the resultant injury 
to itself, but in the name of humanity." 

it is to be hoped that the number 
of organizations participating in the 
sponsorship of this petition will so in- 
crease that when it is ultimately sub- 
mitted to the League it may be remark- 
ed that not a single influential or re- 
sponsible organization concerned with 
the protection or advancement of the 
interests of Jewry or groups similarly 
situated has failed to lend a helping 
hand in a situation which calls for un- 
animity of action. Unseemly politics 
and narrow-minded views have all too 
frequently hindered concerted action 
calculated to promote the well-being of 
the Jewish people. This is one case 
where such a consequence would be 
especially abhorrent and short-sighted. 

Thus far, neither the American 
Jewish Congress nor the World Jew- 
( Continued on next Page) 
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ish Congress has joined in sponsoring 
the petition. Adverse criticism of such 
failure on their part may, however, be 
premature at present since it is pos- 
sible that they may yet so participate. 
There is nothing in their constitution 
or purposes which would impede such 
participation. 

* * * 

The World Jewish Congress, the 
first in history, met in Geneva during 
the early part of August. Although 
attended by about 300 delegates from 
32 nations the Congress did not repre- 
sent all Jewry. About two-thirds of 
the world's 16,000,000 Jews were not 
represented, and many important 
groups and organizations, including 
the American Jewish Committee, B'nai 
B'rith and the British Board of Jewish 
Deputies, have opposed the Congress. 

The avowed object of the Congress 
"is to form a voluntary cooperative 
union of Jewish communities and or- 
ganizations of the world in order to 
act on behalf of world Jewry in rela- 
tion to common Jewish problems." 

The resolutions adopted by the Con- 
gress included the following : a' call on 
the Jewish communities of the world 
to continue to boycott German products 
and services "as a measure in defense 
of Jewish honor" ; a "most urgent ap- 
peal" to Great Britain and the League 
of Nations not to yield even tempor- 
arily to the present Arab terrorism and 
sabotage in Palestine or to limit Jewish 
immigration there but to remain firmly 
loyal to the Balfour Declaration and 
the Palestine Mandate; the calling of 
a committee of experts to study the 
creation of a Jewish emigration bank, 
primarily to liquidate emigrants' for- 
tunes ; an appeal to all governments to 
facilitate immigration; the establishing 
of a central bureau to combat anti- 
Semitic propaganda, take legal action 
against anti-Semitic libels and obtain 
legislative condemnation of anti-Sem- 
itic activities; a solemn protest against 
the "barbarous persecution of the Jew 
in Germany" and an invitation to all 
Jewry to answer Germany's challenge 
"with energetic resistance until full 
moral, legal and civil equality is restor- 
ed to German Jewry and until hatred 
and the defamation of Jewish history 
and of the honor of the Jewish people 
cease;" the thanking of former Com- 
missioner James G. MacDonald for his 
work regarding German refugees, and 
a request that the September League 
Assembly cause the legalization of the 
residence of all refugees expelled from 
Germany ; a demand that the countries 



of residence grant the right to employ- 
ment to all refugees; negotiations with 
Russia to remove the restrictions on the 
Jewish language, Jewish religion and 
Zionism ; instructions to the committee 
on relief to devise a concrete plan for 
relief and to obtain the cooperation of 
other Jewish as well as non-Jewish 
agencies; and the undertaking of an 



RABBI JACOB MINKIN, whose 
recent work, "The Romance of 
Hassidism", has won him such acclaim 
from all lovers of Jewish literature, has 
now added another laurel to his liter- 
ary fame. Again he unfurls for us an 
epoch in Jewish history, this time 
weaving the story of events around the 
king — Herod — whose very name 
brought terror to the hearts of the 
Jews not only in his day but ever since 
as well. 

With an artistry in words and pic- 
tures, the author transports the reader 
into that tragic century before the com- 
mon era and makes him relive the fate- 
ful events that marked Herod's long 
and eventful reign. How this Idumean 
— stranger to the Jewish fold — became 
the ruler of Israel, how he brought 
splendor to the kingdom, built its pa- 
laces and rebuilt the Temple of God, 
is portrayed for us in language that 
holds the reader enraptured. You get 
an intimate glimpse into the relation- 
ships that existed between Herod and 
the great figures in Roman, Greek and 
Egyptian history. Herod's dealings 
with Mark Anthony, Pompey, Julius 
Caesar, Cassius, Augustus, and above 
all, his successful evasion of the charms 
of Cleopatra, are presented in such a 
skillful fashion that you are made to 
feel that it is a work of fiction, not 
real history, that you are reading. And 
the dramatic portrayal of the butcher- 
ies and murders of which Herod was 
guilty — a record that is hardly parallel- 
ed in history, and includes the slaying 
of many of his own flesh and blood, 
his two sons among them — makes the 
reader wonder once more whether it 
is fact or fiction that is here being re- 
vealed. And then the story of Herod's 
love for Mariamne, the most beautiful 
and most illustrious daughter of Israel 
in her day, scion of the Hasmonean 
Dynasty, who was also destined to 



inquiry into the economic opportunities 
of Jews in countries where they now 
live and those offering immigration pos- 
sibilities. 

The Congress is to be elected demo- 
cratically every four years and is to 
Nit biennially. Elections are to be held 
by direct and proportional ballot and 
{Continued on Page 16) 



meet the fate of the others in her fa- 
mily when she was murdered by her 
husband in a fit of jealous rage, and 
finally the torment that Herod endured 
in expiation of that murder, is a story 
that, as told by Minkin, matches the 
greatest love tragedies in history. 

But Rabbi Minkin does more than 
merely give us a recital of these events, 
fascinating as his recital is. He delves 
into the inner soul of this tyrant king; 
he penetrates his subconsciousness and 
thus tries to explain these almost con- 
tradictory aspects of Herod's nature 
and acts. How he could desire to be 
of such great benefit to his country 
and at the same time do it so much 
harm, how he could love Mariamne so 
passionately and yet slay her so bru- 
tally, how he could build and destroy 
at the same time, — all these opposing 
forces that seemed to work havoc in 
Herod's mind are well analyzed 
by the writer, making the volume a 
rare psychoanalytical study of a king 
whose reign has baffled many a student 
of history. Rabbi Minkin's study trans- 
forms at times the hatred and revulsion 
which the ordinary history student feels 
towards Herod into sympathetic under- 
standing. He would have us regard 
him in a new light. But it is all 
achieved so beautifully and so artisti- 
cally that even the unconvinced will 
admire the attempt. 

For all those who enjoy biographical 
studies, — and biography is the ruling 
trend in literature today, — this new 
volume by Rabbi Minkin is heartily 
recommended as a work of literary art 
and charm that will give the reader de- 
light and knowledge, — a combination 
not too frequently found in biographies 
today. 



* "Herod — a Biography" , by Jacob S. 
Minkin. 'flic Macmillan Co., N. Y. 
1936. 
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IT MAY BE JUST AS WELL THERE WERE FEW 

JEWS IN THE OLYMPICS 



By PAUL G. GOLDBERG 



THE 1936 Olympic games, the ful- 
fillment of which more than one 
international figure secretly feared 
— or hoped — would never come to 
pass, is now part of history. For the 
record hooks, which skim the surface 
only with meters and names, the United 
States team reaffirmed its supremacy 
in sports by carrying off the track and 
field and swimming championships, the 
major honors of the games, but if you 
believe your Nazi press, the theory of 
Nordic supremacy was substantiated 
by the fact that the Germans scored 
highest in points. They judiciously 
overlook the fact that this high compi- 
lation was made possible by surpassing 
skill in minor and little-known sports. 

And if you want to know the truth, 
Herr Streicher will inform you in Dcr 
Stunner, and Hitler's Bcobachter and 
Dcr Angriff will immediately concur, 
that the United States actually did not 
win even the track and field titles, 
which symbolize Olympic champion- 
shiphood. For did not a "black legion," 
consisting of Jesse Owens, John Wood- 
ruff, Ralph Metcalfe, Fritz Pollard 
and Corny Johnson, make possible the 
American triumph? Of course the 
Negroes are not to be included in the 
category of United States humanity, 
so when you discount the tallies they 
compiled, you discover that the German 
team actually won all prizes. 

It may be just as well that the Jew 
did not figure very prominently in the 
games, for had this race succeeded in 
scoring, argumentive juggling would 
again have been introduced, conclus- 
ive proving that the United States (or 
any nation bolstered by Jewish 
strength) was far inferior to the 
Teutons. 

Now for a hasty look at the surface : 
Truth to tell, the games in general 
were very well managed. The press 
facilities, though, were bound by red 
tape, and created an unpleasant atmo- 
sphere. German Gestapo spies were 
stationed among the foreign correspon- 
dents, taking their place in the press 
box ostensibly as reporters. They 
barely lifted a finger, so incomplete 
was the deception, but peered over the 
shoulders of the correspondents, care- 
fully noting what they were writing. 
Tenseness resulted, but generally this 
interference was brushed aside by the 



nuisance created through the inability 
of the reporters to discover who was 
doing what on the field below. It took 
hours at times to produce the winners 
of the different events. 

Otherwise tilings went in ship-shape 
fashion. The athletes were comforta- 
ble (that is, the men), the contests 
were run off according to schedule, 
celebrations and receptions were fre- 
cpient and everybody was made to feel 
at home. The women athletes com- 
plained that their quarters were not 
sufficiently heated. It seems that for 
feminine protection, these girls were 
removed ten miles from Olympic Vil- 
lage to private quarters, but these 
rooms were cold. The building was 
promptly dubbed "Freezing Village," 
thereby increasing the hostility the 
girls had towards the American Olym- 
pic Committee which had previously 
incensed them with the dismissal of 
Mrs. Eleanor Holm Jarrett. 

The swimmers from this country 
had prior to this met with a strange 
welcome. They were allotted only one 
towel each a week and the food proved 
greasily fried. Their complaints, how- 
ever, resulted in adjustment, though 
ill feeling was created towards the 
Germans. 

The U. S. athletes in general had 
cause to complain, not against the 
Nazis, but against the American Olym- 
pic officials, headed by the "road com- 
pany Hitler," Avery Brundage, and 
his chief stooge, Gustavus Town Kirby. 
The team was quartered in tourist 
rooms on the boats while the officials 
enjoyed first class comforts; a caste 
system resulted. This aggravation was 
eventually brought to a head when 
Brundage ordered Jesse Owens to pro- 
ceed to Sweden for a meet by which 
the A. A. U. was to slice a juicy 10 
per cent profit. Owens, refusing to be 
regimented and exploited, then made 
his now-famous hegira. 

But the Nazis behaved themselves 
differently, viz, like gentlemen. "Death 
was to take a holiday," Louis F. Gittler 
forecast in the Aug. 1 issue of the 
Xation, and the Germans had been in- 
structed two or three weeks before to 
be careful how they existed. Foreigners 
were to be questioned before being 



manhandled, not roughed prior to a 
quizzing, as was the general rule. The 
Germans were told to smile and act 
nice. It was a festive occasion and the 
venture that had caused an outlay of 
millions of dollars had to prove suc- 
cessful. The government was counting 
on revenues resulting from the games, 
so the visitors had to be treated as 
guests, that is, paying guests. 

The Army had taken over the con- 
struction of the Olympic Village and 
with typical Teutonic thoroughness had 
produced a most satisfactory job. The 
work was under the aegis of one Capt. 
Wolfgang Fuerstner of whom it was 
said that one drop of blood of every 
four in his body was Jewish. Capt. 
Fuerstner certainly deserved promo- 
tion or at least praise for the excellent 
job he had done, except for two detri- 
mental factors : he was part-Aryan, a 
borderline-Nordic, and he was cordial- 
ly hated by V. Tschammer-Osten, the 
official sports Fuhrer, who desired the 
credit for the Olympic Village. 

So what eventually happened was 
what had been strikingly dramatized 
two vears earlier by Clifford Odets in 
"Tilf the Day I Day." Exposed, hu- 
miliated, faced with the prospect of 
being dismissed from the army because 
of his Jewishness (now that the Olym- 
pics were over the Jew-purge was to 
be resumed), Capt. Fuerstner commit- 
ted suicide. The first official report 
was that he had died in an automobile 
crash. Then the truth leaked out. 

The Germans themselves were re- 
sponsible for no other melodramatics. 
After all they were the host nation ; 
the International Olympic Committee 
actually was conducting the enterprise 
and when dissension and hatred flared 
up, ominous and frightening, the Na- 
zis escaped being scorched by it in the 
protection of the five rings. Such dis- 
sension came suddenly on a soccer 
field. Peru had apparently defeated 
Italy when the referee rendered an un- 
favorable verdict, thereby resulting in 
a ruling to re-play the game. Peru in a 
huff withdrew its team, urged all South 
American contingents to similarly stalk 
out in indignation, and the German 
consulate in Lima was stoned. Handily, 
(Continued on next Page) 
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however, the Communists were made 
to blame for this attack, so the affair 
finally went down as a red uprising. 
Complaints also were raised about 
boxing decisions but nothing serious 
resulted. 

flow about the Jew? Did he figure 
prominently, either as a hero or a goat? 

Fortunately there were too few Jews 
competing. Most of them, in all coun- 
tries, refused to be drafted for the 
glorification of llitlerdom. The cap- 
tain of the French tobboganning team 
had set the pace last winter when he 
spurned offers to go Garmisch for the 
snow games. The leading walker of 
Canada, probably the best in the world, 
similarly refused to compete. The 
92d St.' V. M. H. A. walkers, rated 
among the best, announced their inten- 
tion to turn down the trials. Only two 
Jews, other than Miss Helene Mayer, 
the half-Jewish German girl, appeared 
to be anxious to make this free trip 
through Europe. They were Marty 
Glickman, a Brooklyn boy by way of 
James Madison High School, now at 
Syracuse, and Sam Stoller of Cincin- 
nati, both sprinters. 

Glickman, clad in the silks, surpris- 
ingly enough, of the Grand St. Boys 
Association, and Stoller both were in- 
cluded on the 400-meter relay team 
and had, it seems, been successful in 
tryouts on the day previous to the run- 
ning of their event. But reports came 
to the American camp that the Germans 
had a great team, so Coach Lawson 
Robertson felt he had to draft Owens 
to insure another victory. 

This was perfectly all right, except 
that assistant coach Dean Cromwell, 
of the University of Southern Califor- 
nia, suddenly insisted that his two for- 
mer pupils, Frank Wykoff and Foy 
Draper, who had been beaten in the 
trials by the Jewish boys, replace them. 
Robertson then made a grand shift on 
the morning of the race, substituting 
Wyckoff and Draper and Metcalfe, 
who had also been beaten by the Jews. 
This team subsequently won in world 
record time. 

Stoller claimed he had been ousted 
because of favoritism, carefully avoid- 
ing a charge nf anti-Semitism. Judge 
Jeremiah T. Mahoney in New York 
claimed it was Jew-baiting. Whatever 
the real reason, both Jewish boys, had 
stepped into a mess of trouble. The 
Gentiles refused to sympathize with 
them, and their fellow-Jews said it 
"served them right." Stoller, on Aug. 



9, dramatically announced to the Amer- 
ican press that he was quitting running 
as a result. 

In addition to the complaints regis- 
tered by Stoller, Glickman. Mrs. Jar- 
rett. Owens and the women athletes, 
there were additional jibes for the 
American committee. This august body 
hasn't heard the last of it yet. The 
boys and girls who came home late 



The Third Leg 

By Martin Buber 

Wl 1 FX Rabbi Ezekiel came to 
Prague he addressed his congre- 
gation ever}- Sabbath upon the same 
subject: the city's need, the plight of 
the poverty-stricken. Eventually the 
people regarded his appeal as a sermon 
and were annoyed at its monotony. 

Then, on a very busy market day, the 
Rabbi appeared at the market place 
and stood motionless in the midst of 
the thickest crowds. To those who 
knew him his conduct was incompre- 
hensible. Nobody, however, ventured 
to question him until at length an on- 
looker, who believed himself an inti- 
mate friend of the Rabbi's, broke the 
silence and asked : 

"What is our Rabbi doing here?" 

Forthwith Rabbi Ezekiel began : 

"When a table has three legs and a 
piece of one is broken off. what does 
he do ? One props up the leg as well 
as one can and the table stands again. 
When, however, a second leg breaks, 
another support will not make the table 
stand. What does one do in that case? 
One shortens the third leg and the table 
stands once more. 

"Our sages say: 'The world stands 
on three things — Learning, Religious 
Service, and Deeds of Loving Kind- 
ness.' When a sanctuary is destroyed 
then the leg of Religious Service is bro- 
ken. Our sages provide a support for 
it in the dictum: 'By prayer is meant 
service of the heart.' When, however, 
Deeds of Loving Kindness vanish and 
the second leg is impaired, how shall 
the world continue ? 

"That is why J left the study and 
came to the market. We must shorten 
the leg of Learning so that the table 
of the world will stand firmly." 



last month are still venting their wrath. 

Mrs. Dorothy Pjynto Hill declared 
that Mrs. Jarret's dismissal on the 
grounds of intoxication was outrage- 
ous. She charged the officials with be- 
ing drunk themselves and snubbing 
their charges. 

A "mock trial", enacted on the Man- 
hattan going across, also attracted fire. 
It was described as the filthiest spec- 
tacle clean-living athletes had ever 
witnessed all under the benign super- 
vision of Kirby and Brundage. 

Gene Venzke averred that the ath- 
letes were being used as "freak" at- 
tractions. 

"The applause the Americans re- 
ceived in Berlin, it seems to me, didn't 
ring true. The Nazis went crazy when 
one of their number won a third or 
fourth place. We got sick and tired of 
watching people give the Nazi salute. 
We saw Hitler refuse to shake hands 
with Owens." 

The whole affair was clouded by a 
desire on the part of the officials to 
economize at the expense of the com- 
fort of the competitors, with the result 
that they suffered. "It cost every one at 
least $50 to participate, and when 
Brundage came to the Village to see 
us, he strutted down the streets like 
a king." 

The Olympic games are over but 
their repercussion is still to be felt. 
Brundage faces a law suit for malign- 
ing the private life of Mrs. Jarrett. 
Owens is capitalizing as a professional, 
having attracted additional publicity by 
goose-stepping for Hitler and saying of 
der Fuhrer that he was "all right" — 
though how Hitler will regard this, and 
the German broad jumper who insis- 
ted upon idolizing Owens, there is no 
way of knowing. 

The repercussion is being felt right 
now, for the Olympic proved eminent- 
ly unprofitable, in terms of cold cash, 
and Hitler finds his financial predica- 
ment worse than ever. 

I'm pessimistic enough to venture 
that there will be no 1940 Olympics. 
It is a pity that the last one had to 
be held in Germany. By the way, the 
'40 games are scheduled for Japan, so 
if a world disaster is miraculously 
averted, look for William Randolph 
Hearst to swing into action for the 
first time in five years in an anti- 
( )lympic crusade. 
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BROOKLYN JEWiSH CENTER ACTIVITIES 



OUR ROSH HASHONAH SERVICES 

Rosh Hashonah Services, both in the 
Main Synagogue and in the Auditor- 
ium, will be held on Wednesday and 
Thursday evening's. September 16th 
and 17th, at seven o'clock and on 
Thursday and Friday mornings, Sep- 
tember 17th and 18th, at seven o'clock. 
The services on both days will be con- 
ducted by Rev. Kantor, assisted by L. 
Al. Frohman and his augmented choir. 

The first day, Rabbi Levinthal will 
preach the sermon on the theme : 
"Arise, Sing in the Night!". On Fri- 
day morning, the subject of his sermon 
will be: "Three Words that Tell the 
World's Tragedy". The sermons, both 
on Thursday and Friday mornings will 
begin not later than 10:30 o'clock and 
it is very important that the members 
be in their seats before that hour. 

Services for the Day of Atonement 
(Yom Kippur) will be held on Friday 
evening, September 25th, at 6:45 o'- 
clock, and on Saturday, September 26, 
at seven a. m. At the Kol Nidre Ser- 
vices, Rabbi Levinthal will preach on 
the subject: "Awake and Live". On 
Yom Kippur day, he will have a spe- 
cial message for our youth and will 
speak on the subject : "What Ails our 
Youth". 

The services in the Auditorium will 
be held at the same hours as listed a- 
bove ; and will be conducted by Rev. 
Al. Locke. The sermons will be deli- 
vered by Air. Benjamin Hirsh of our 
Hebrew School faculty. 



RABBI I. H. LEVINTHAL TO PREACH 
NEW YEAR SERMON TO CHILDREN 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19th 

On the Sabbath of Repentance 
(Shabath Shuvah) September 19th, 
Rabbi 1. H. Levinthal will preach at 
the services in the Synagogue a special 
sermonette to the children of our Con- 
gregation on "The Value of Self-Ex- 
amination". We trust that the parents 
will see to it that their children attend 
this service and so learn from the 
Rabbi the significance of those Holy 
Days. The sermon will be preached at 
10:45. 



FORUM SEASON TO OPEN OCT. 19 

Air. Max llerzfeld. chairman of the 
Forum and Education Committee, an- 
nounces that the season ot our weekly 
Forums will open on Monday evening, 
October 19th. The Forum will meet, 
as heretofore, every Monday evening. 

The Committee is now making ar- 
rangements for the appearance of 
prominent lecturers who will address 
our Forum on matters of interest. Fur- 
ther details will be announced in future 
issues of our weekly Bulletin and 
monthly Review. 



ITTAMAR BEN AVI AT CENTER 
SEPTEMBER 24th 

Under the auspices of the Eastern 
Parkway Zionist District, Ittamar Ben 
Avi, well-known Palestinian editor and 
leader, will address a meeting to be 
held at the Center on Thursday eve- 
ning, September ^4th. Hon. Wil- 
liam I. Siegel, President of the Dis- 
trict, will preside. All members of the 
Center and their friends are cordially 
invited. 



INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES FOR 
ADULTS TO HOLD OPENING SES- 
SION MONDAY EVENING, OCT. 5th 

The fourth year of our Institute of 
Jewish Studies for Adults will begin 
this year with an opening rally of all 
former and new students on Monday 
evening, October 5th, at 8:15 o'clock. 
Rabbi Levinthal will then announce the 
various courses that will be given this 
year and the names of the members of 
the faculty. 

We hope that the Institute, which 
has achieved such a fine reputation for 
this work in adult and Jewish educa- 
tion, will continue the splendid program 
this year. We trust that many men 
and women of our Center will avail 
themselves of the opportunity that the 
Institute offers to become better ac- 
quainted with the culture of our people. 



MR. HALEVI RETURNS FROM PALES- 
TINE TO OUR CENTER SCHOOL 

Mr. Alordecai Halevi, who was the 
head teacher of our Hebrew School 
ever since its organization and who left 



for Palestine two years ago, has re- 
turned to our school where he will re- 
sume his former post. Air. Halevi, 
while in Palestine, was the principal of 
the Secondary Agricultural School in 
Pardes Plana, one of the best known 
schools in all Palestine. Flis experi- 
ences in Palestine will be of invaluable 
aid in his work in our own 1 Iebrew 
School. We feel confident that his re- 
turn will add much value to the pro- 
gress and efficiency in our school. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL OPENS SEPT. 27th 

The Sunday School of our Center, 
which provides instruction in Jewish 
History and Religion to those of our 
boys and girls who cannot attend the 
Hebrew School, will open for the sea- 
son's work on Sunday morning, Sep- 
tember 27th (the day following Yom 
Kippur) at ten o'clock. As standard 
time is resumed on that day, the chil- 
dren will please take note that this re- 
fers to ten o'clock standard and not 
daylight saving time. All former pu- 
pils are asked to be in their places in 
the Beth Hamedrash on the synagogue 
floor at that hour when they will be 
assigned to their proper teacher and 
classroom. 

New pupils are being registered now 
and will also be registered on Septem- 
ber 27th. There is no charge for tui- 
tion in the Sunday School to children 
of Center members and a nominal 
charge of $10.00 for the year to chil- 
dren of non-members. 



FIRST SOCIAL EVENT OCTOBER 6th 

Due to the fact that Simchas Torah 
falls on Friday, the usual Simchas 
Torah Dinner will be dispensed with 
this year. Instead, the Social Commit- 
tee, under the chairmanship of Air. 
Alaurice Bernhardt, is arranging to 
open the season with a membership 
rally, followed by entertainment and 
refreshments. This rally will be held 
during Choi Hamoed Succoth, Tues- 
day evening, October 6th. 

.Members of the Center, men and 
women as well as their sons and daugh- 
ters, are invited to attend. 
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HEBREW SCHOOL NOW OPEN 

The afternoon Hebrew School of 
our Center has opened for the season 
with an enlarged enrollment. 

We urge all former pupils who have 
not as yet, returned, to do .so at once 
so as not to miss any of the term's 
work. Registration for new pupils, 
boys and girls, is now taking place. In 
addition to the Five Day a Week 
School, we have a Three Day a Week 
School, primarily for girls but which 
will also accommodate those boys who 
cannot attend the Five Day a Week 
Department. 

For those boys and girls who attend 
High School and who are forced to 
take the afternoon session there, we are 
planning a special session that will 
meet in the morning. Parents of such 
boys and girls are urged to get in touch 
with our Hebrew School office imme- 
diately. 

Graduates of our Hebrew School, 
Center Academy and of other Hebrew 
Schools who desire to continue their 
Hebrew studies, are asked to communi- 
cate with our office at once as a class 
of such boys and girls is now being 
formed, which will meet twice or three 
times weekly. 



SISTERHOOD INVITATION TEA 
OCTOBER 5th 

The Sisterhood of the Center will 
open its social season with an Invitation 
Tea and Membership Meeting to be 
held on Monday afternoon, October 5, 
at two o'clock. An interesting program 
of entertainment is being arranged for 
that occasion. Rabbi Levinthal will de- 
liver an address. 

All women of the Center are request- 
ed to reserve that afternoon and attend 
this important function. 



BAR MITZVAH 

Congratulations and best wishes are 
extended to Mr. and Mrs. Milton ]. 
Kirschman of 364 Crown Street, upon 
the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Samuel 
H.. which was held at the Center 
Saturday, September 12th. 



CENTER RESTAURANT TO OPEN FOR 
THE SEASON OCTOBER llth 

The restaurant of the Center will 
reopen for the season immediately fol- 
lowing the Holidays, on Sunday, C Oc- 
tober 1 1th. The department will be 
open from noon to five p. m. every 
Sunday during the season. 



Greetings From The Officers 

The officers of the Center lake this 
means of wishing the members of the 
institution a year blessed with health, 
happiness and contentment. 

We are grateful to all the men and 
women composing the large Center fa- 
mily for their cooperation during the 
past year. We shall look forward hope- 
fully to continued support which will 
enable the institution to continue its 
useful and praiseworthy activities. 

Leshono Tovo Tikosevu ! 

Joseph M. Schwartz, 

President 

Hexry Seinfel. J'ice-Prcsident 
Hymax Aaron. I'icc-Presideut 
Max Herzfeld. Secretary 
Bexjamix J. Klixe, Treasurer 

THE SISTERHOOD'S NEW YEAR 
GREETING 

In behalf of the officers of the Sis- 
terhood. I want to extend to all mem- 
bers of our organization and their 
families sincere wishes for a New Year 
filled with happiness and contentment. 

We are looking forward to an active 
season of activities in which we hope 
to have the fullest cooperation of all 
members of our Sisterhood. 

Mrs. Albert Witty, 

President 

GREETINGS FOR THE NEW YEAR 

In behalf of the entire staff. 1 want 
to extend to all the officers, directors 
and members of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center and their families cordial greet- 
ings and best wishes on the occasion of 
the New Year. 

Joseph Goldbero. 
Administrative Director 



PERSONAL 

Congratulations and best wishes are 
extended to Mr. Harry Zankel, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Zankel of 1505 
President Street, who passed the Bar. 

CENTER TO PUBLISH ROSTER OF 
ITS MEMBERSHIP ANNUALLY 

In accordance with a decision a- 
dopted at a recent meeting of the 
Board of Trustees and the Govern- 
ing Board, the names of all members 
in good standing will be published 
annually during the month of De- 
cember. Members who have not 
paid their dues for the current year 
will be given the opportunity to pay 
their arrears on or before Novem- 
ber 15th, so that their names may 
be included in he list which will ap- 
pear early in December. 



OF INTEREST TO THE WOMEN 
OF THE CENTER 

Our Physical Training Director for 
Women. Miss Sylvia Baumgarten. is 
now starting a complete new course in 
health. — limbering, stretching and re- 
ducing exercises. Women of all ages 
may qualify. 

Each calisthenic period will be pre- 
ceeded by a sliort health talk and any 
questions pertaining to exercise and 
health will be answered by the director. 
Individual exercises will be written out 
for those who wish to continue their 
exercises at home. Calisthenic and 
swimming classes will be run according 
to schedule only, in order to encourage 
larger classes. The schedule beginning 
with the first week of October follows : 
Women's Calisthenic Classes: 10:30 to 

11 a. m. on Monday and Thursday. 

1 :30 to 2 p. m. on Tues. and Thurs. 
Children's Calisthenic Period : 3 :30 to 

3 :45 p. m. on Tues. and Thurs. 
Girls" Tuesday Evening Schedule : 

7 to 8:30 p. m. Handball 

8 :30 to 9 p. m. Calisthenics 

9 to 9 :45 p. m. Basketball or Vollev 

Ball 

9:45 to 10:30 p. m. Swimming 
Children's Swimming Classes: 3:45 to 

4 :30 p. m. on Tues. and Thurs. 
Women's Swimming Classes: 11:30 

a. m. to 2 p. m. on Tues. and Thurs. 



AN INVITATION 

The Physical Training Committee 

under the leadership of Mr. David B. 
Kaminsky, cordially invites the mem- 
bers of the Center — men, women and 
children — to make use of the splendid 
health-giving facilities that the insti- 
tution offers. 

Exercise for health, play: basketball, 
indoor baseball, handball in the Gym or 
on our open-air roof , table tennis, join 
the class in calesthenics or use the hy- 
draulic rowing machine, electric ca- 
mel, etc. 

Our sparkling cool filtered pool is a 
delight all year around, but especially 
in the warmer days. 

The Bath Department includes hot 
room, steam room, massage room, hy- 
dro-thera|>eutic room, violet rays, etc. 
Expert masseurs and masseuses are at 
your disposal for treatments. 



BON VOYAGE 

Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin Koven of 
1355 President Street, sailed on the 
S. S. Rex to attend the International 
( hthopedic Congress to be held at dif- 
ferent large cities in Italy. Happy 
voyage and safe return. 
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Applications for Membership 



Cantor, Miss Pauline 

Res. — 883 Franklin Avenue 
Bus. — 1802— 10th Avenue 

Douglas, Dr. William 
Married Dentist 
Res. — 56°- Eastern Parkway 
Hus. — 56<> Eastern Parkway 
Proposed by Nathan T. Schwartz 
and William I. Siegel 

Luhiu, Dr. Samuel 

Married Physician 
Res. — 567 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 576 Eastern Parkway 
Proposed b\ Dr. Reuben Finkelstein 

Malmet, Leon 

Unmarried Surveyor 
Res. — 799 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — Welfare Island 

Marcus, Sidney 

Unmarried Department Store 
Res.- — 506 Crown Street 
Bus. — 152 Knickerbocker Avenue 
Proposed by Samuel Marcus 

Miron, Abraham 

Married Lumber 
Res. — 432 Brooklyn Avenue 
Bus. — 268 Johnson Avenue 
Proposed by Louis Gordon 

Oginz, Miss Vita Renee 

Res.— 861 St. Marks Avenue 
Proposed by Jacques P. Wise 

Portny, Murray 

Married Millinery 
Res. — 805 St. Marks Avenue 
Bus. — 36 West 37th Street 
Proposed by Philip E. Portny 

Rivkin, Dr. Robert 

Married Physician 
Res. — 148 Stone Avenue 
Bus. — 148 Stone Avenue 
Proposed by Dr. Nathan A. Horo- 
witz 

Scheinman, Isidore 

Unmarried Lawyer 
Res.— 1444 Park Place 
Bus. — 101 Broadway 

Schnall, Dr. Maurice 
Married Dentist 
Res. — 598 Montgomery Street 
Bus. — 242 St. Nicholas Avenue 
Proposed by Maurice Bernhardt 

Seiderman, Paul 

Married Attorney 
Res. — 1333 President Street 
Bus. — Municipal Building 
Proposed by Hyman Aaron and 
Howard Seiderman 

Silberberg, Leonard 
Unmarried 

Res. — 659 Ocean Avenue 
Proposed by Isidor Silberberg 



Vnletsky, 1 lam- 
Married Plumbing 
Res. — 165 Crown Street 
Bus. — 305 Stone Avenue 
Proposed by Hyman Aaron 
Zimmerman, Abe 

Unmarried Cotton Goods 
Res.— 462 East 96th Street 
Bus.— 151 West 28th Street 
The following has applied for rein- 
statement as a member in the Center: 
Preston. Harry 

Married Sanitary products 

Res. — 1345 President Street 
Bus. — 1440 Broadway 
Proposed b\< Dr. Israel H. Levinthal 
EMANUEL GREENBERG, Chairman 
Membership Committee 



PERSONAL 

Congratulations and best wishes are 
extended to Mr. Harry Zankel, son of 
Mr. and Airs. Louis Zankel of 1505 
President Street, who passed the Bar. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations and best wishes are 
extended to the following: 

Mr. and Airs. Isidor Fine of 135 
Eastern Parkway and Mr. and Airs. 
Louis Simon of 1373 Carroll Street, 
upon the birth of a son to their chil- 
dren, Mr. and Airs. David Fine. 

Air. and Mrs. J. Joshua Goldberg of 
591 Ocean Avenue, upon the birth of 
a daughter on September 7, 1936. 

Air. and Mrs. Henry Holtzmann of 
147 West 79th Street, New York City, 
upon the birth of a son, Edward Oscar, 
to their children, Air. and Airs. David 
Marshall Holtzmann (nee Arlosoroff) 
on September 2nd. 

Mr. and Airs. Benjamin J. Kline of 
1354 President Street, upon the en- 
gagement of their daughter, Helen, to 
Air. Philip Goldfarb. 



SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of Candles at 7:00 P. M. 

Friday Evening Services at 6:15. 

Sabbath Morning Services (Parsha 
I laazinu) will commence at 8:45 A. M. 

Class in Eiu \ aacob under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh, at 5 
P. M. 

Mincha Services at 6:00 P. Al. 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7 :00 and 8 :00 
o'clock. 

Mincha Services at 7:15 P. AL 



MR. and MRS. 

MORRIS ROSENFELD 

354 New York Avenue 
extend to their friends as well as to all 
the members of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center a Happy New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

MORRIS ROTHKOPF 

AND FAMILY 
704 Empire Boulevard 
extend New Year Greetings to all their 
friends and relatives 



Mrs. H. SALIT 

wishes all her friends and relatives a 
very Happy and Prosperous New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

ABRAHAM SHAPIRO 

AND FAMILY 
725 St. Marks Avenue 
extend their best wishes for the New 
Year to all their friends and relatives 

MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH STARK 

AND FAMILY 
789 St. Marks Avenue 
exfend to their relatives and friends 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

MORRIS D. WENDER 

1191 Carroll Street 

extend to their friends and relatives 
best wishes for a Happy New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

I. WIENER 

AND FAMILY 
68 Sterling Street 
extend New Year Greetings to their 
friends and relatives 

MR. and MRS. 

ALBERT WITTY 

AND IRWIN 
240 Crown Street 
extend to their relatives and friends 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

HARRY ZIRINSKY 

550 Crown Street 

extend to their relatives and friends 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 
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WHAT HAPPENED DURING THE MONTH 

(Continued from Page 10) 



delegations may be sent from the va- 
rious countries by bodies that are dem- 
ocratically elected and represent the 
whole Jewish communities there. At 
least once a year a Central Council of 
the Congress is to meet. Between 
meetings of the Council, an Executive 
Committee, which is to include an Ad- 
ministrative Committee, will function. 

The elected officers of the Congress 
include Federal Judge Julian W. Mack, 
honorary president; Louis Lipsky. 
chairman of the Council ; Rabbi Ste- 
phen S. Wise, chairman of the Execu- 
tive Committee ; Dr. Nahum Goldmann, 
League of Nations representative of 
the Jewish Agency for Palestine, chair- 
man of the Administrative Committee ; 
and Louis Sturz, finance secretary of 
the American Jewish Congress, treas- 
urer. 

The Congress is to be incorporated 
as a permanent organization in Switz- 
erland. Jews from the United States 
undertook to furnish half of the $75,- 
000 budget voted to carry on its ac- 
tivities for the first year. 

It may be expected that the activities 
of the World Jewish Congress will be 
— in fact, they already have been — 
looked upon with distrust or opposed 
by both Jewish and gentile factions. 
Anti-Semites may regard the Congress 
as a vehicle through which Jewry is 
attempting to set up a super-Jewish 
state. Such criticism, however, can be 
easily dispelled. The very nature of 
the Congress and the sentiments of 
Jewry belie such a purpose. 

More serious is the criticism coming 
from the ranks of those already work- 
ing in behalf of Jewry. They doubt 
that any appreciable benefits, economi- 
cally achieved, will result from the 
work of the Congress. As they see it. 
the Congress, at worst, will be merely 
an ineffective debating society, or at 
best will only duplicate the work of 
other existing agencies striving to ad- 
vance or protect the interests of the 
Jewish people. 

For example, the Council for Ger- 
man Jewry, representing Jewish com- 
munities in the United States and 
Great Britain for the purpose of fa- 
cilitating the resettlement of German 
Jews in other countries, has recently 
reported the completion of an eight 
months' statistical survey of economic 
conditions throughout the world in an 
effort to deal vrith the refugee and im- 



migration problems of Jewry. In con- 
nection with that work the Council is 
assembling a fund of $15,000,000. 
Auguring well for the successful prose- 
cution of its aims is its executive com- 
mittee which includes : representing the 
British group. Sir Herbert Samuel, 
chairman, Lord Bearsted. Sir Osmond 
Davigdon Goldsmid, Simon Marks, 
and Dr. Chaim Weizmann ; and repre- 
senting the American group, Felix M. 
Warburg, chairman, Morris Rothen- 
berg. Rabbi Stephen S. Wise. Paul 
Baerweld, and Charles J. Liebman. 

In this instance alone, it might seem 
that any activities undertaken or ex- 
penses incurred by the Congress rela- 
ting to the matters falling within the 
province of the Council would be un- 
necessary and wasteful. Reflections of 
this kind have led critics of the Con- 
gress to express the view that the Con- 
gress and its agencies "will bring con- 
fusion into Jewish life now quite con- 
founded". 

But if Jewish life is "now quite con- 
founded", major considerations would 
lead to the conclusion that it is expedi- 
ent and essential that a mechanism be 
established whereby order and unity 
might be created. The World Jewish 
Congress conceivably might afford an 
excellent opportunity for integrating 
and harmonizing Jewish aspirations 
and activities devoted to the solution of 
the problems facing Jewry. 

What meagre results a duplication 
of effort and expense may presently 
follow from the work of the Congress 
are no reliable indication of the judg- 
ment ultimately to be passed on that 
organization. The Congress may event- 
ually come to be regarded by Jewry 
as better calculated to represent it than 
any other agency and as fulfilling the 
need of Jewry for a common meeting 
ground and a common voice. Time and 
experience, rather than logic, will re- 
veal what contribution to the Jewish 
cause the Congress will make. 
* * * 

Jews the world over will await with 
deep concern the outcome of a pending 
criminal prosecution in London against 
the owner and the printer of The Fas- 
cist, a newspaper, on charges of sediti- 
ous libel arising out of an attack by 
them on the Jews. In a recent issue of 
that paper the Jews were described as 
"destroying everything good and de- 
cent by their dominating influence", 



and it was stated that "The alternatives 
are, first, to kill; secondly, to sterilize, 
and third, to segregate." In another 
issue, the Jews were accused of having 
"practiced ritual murder of Christians 
in order to obtain fresh blood to mix 
in their ceremonial Passover bread", 
and "scores of well-authenticated cases 
of ritual murder of the most revolting 
kind" were said to exist. 

The defendants have contended, 
among other things, that a community 
cannot be libeled. This defense raises 
a legal question which, in the light of 
various court decisions on the subject, 
is not quite free from doubt. Some 
courts, holding that the libeling of a 
community constitutes too remote or 
speculative an injury, if any, to its in- 
dividual members, have refused to a- 
ward any damages in a civil action for 
libel brought by such individuals. These 
decisions, of course, would not neces- 
sarily mean that no injury has resulted 
to the community as a whole, for which 
the State, representing the community, 
might obtain redress by means of a 
criminal action. Accordingly, criminal 
prosecutions in such situations have 
been sustained. There is thus good 
reason to believe that the English 
Court will punish the defendants for 
their despicable calumniations. 

It is not through the courts alone, 
however, that British Jewry is endeav- 
oring to overcome the pernicious on- 
slaughts of Fascist anti-Semitism. 
Jewish groups, supported also by Gen- 
tiles, are springing into being and are 
taking broad steps for the purpose of 
resisting and .combating Fascist anti- 
Semitic activities. 

Recently, the Ex-Servicemen's 
Movement against Fascism, consisting 
of Jews and non-Jews, was formed for 
the protection of democratic principles. 
Meetings have been held by the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews to enlight- 
en the public on the nature and signifi- 
cance of Sir Oswald Mosley's black- 
shirts and the Imperial British Fascists. 
The Jewish Labor Council has adopted 
an eight point program for Jewish de- 
fense, which includes : cooperation with 
all forces combating Fascism, legal ac- 
tion against Anti-Jewish libels, intensi- 
fication of the German boycott, co-or- 
dination with the Board of Deputies' 
campaign against anti-Semitic propa- 
ganda, and an appeal to Parliament for 
the prohibition of the wearing of uni- 
forms, the carrying of weapons and 
the establishment of any organization 
using racial and religious discrimina- 
tion and incitement. 
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With sustained and spirited action 
by groups such as these, British Jews 
and their colleagues of other faiths are 
not only exhibiting a clear perception 
of what is requisite to frustrate agen- 
cies provocative of inter-racial ill-will 
but are setting a fine example to other 
nations where such agencies are insidi- 
ously or covertly coming into existence. 

On this side of the water, libelous 
attacks on the Jews have also been 
recently made, comparable in vicious- 
ness with the Fascist-inspired libel ap- 
pearing in England and equally merit- 
ing criminal prosecution. In one in- 
stance, a Grand Jury indictment in this 
City has already been handed down. 
This was against Robert Williams Ed- 
mondson, whose propensity for finding 
Jews at the bottom of everything dis- 
liked or opposed by him led him to 
publish defamatory and abusive matter 
concerning a number of persons high 
in public life here. 

More sensational are the revelations 
which appeared in a recent issue of the 
New Masses, relating to a sustained 
campaign of calumny by James True, 
a virulent anti-Semite. This zealot, it 
is said, not content with merely making- 
fantastic charges against the Jews, 
such as that they "pay Negroes to rape 
white girls" and that they "caused the 
World War and the Depression," and 
have been "plotting the destruction of 
Christian civilization for 500 years", 
has also made preparations for and 
prophesied overt physical attacks 
against them. According to the New 
Masses report, True has announced 
that a general massacre of Jews in this 
country has been scheduled for this 
month. The Jews are not to be driven 
out of the country, but, as True is said 
to have declared, "We're going to bury 
'em right here." 

Since last April the world has been 
hearing with horror and sorrow of the 
occurrence, almost daily, of acts of 
terror and violence committed in Pales- 
tine by the Arabs against the Jews. 
Murder, pillage and destruction — these 
are the accessories used by the Arabs 
to make effective the general strike 
carried on by them during the past five 
months. 

The direct and immediate object of 
the strike has been the stoppage of 
Jewish immigration to Palestine. The 
roots of the strike, however, go deep- 
er. Referred to by Arab organs as 
something than which "There is no 
expression of nationalism greater and 
no glory finer," the strike represents an 
attempt on the part of the Arabs nut 



only to reduce Jewish influence and 
activity in Palestine to a negligible min- 
imum but also to rid themselves of the 
Mandate and to establish an autono- 
mous Arab nation. The Arab leaders, 
chiefly young men of extreme national- 
istic aspirations, have characterized as a 
"traitor" any one cooperating with the 
British Government, and have also de- 
clared that "Any Arab not showing 
openly his enmity to Great Britain will 
be considered pro-government and not 
an Arab, and he should be boycotted." 

The indecision and lack of firmness 
characterizing the handling of the sit- 
uation by the British authorities, and 
their failure to quell the outrages, have 
been marked. Especially in view of 
the remarkable self-restraint exhibited 
by the Palestinian Jews and their re- 
fraining, even at what may be deemed 
the breaking point, from reprisals 
against their fanatic persecutors, it is 
difficult for many people not to regard 
with suspicion and anger the attitude 
and activities of the government. 

As a step toward the solution of the 
difficulties in Palestine, the British 
Government has appointed a Royal 
Commission the principal functions of 
which will be to inquire into the causes 
of the disorders and the methods of ad- 
ministration of the Mandate and to 
make recommendations calculated to 
obviate further grievances by Jew and 
Arab. 

It was originally believed that with 
the appointment of the Commission the 
Arabs would consent to terminate the 
strike. Continued efforts have been 
made by high Arab officials, including 
those in neighboring Arab states, to 
bring about such a result. These ef- 
forts, however, have been futile, the 
extremist Arab leaders demanding the 
stoppage of Jewish immigration as a 
condition of their discontinuing the 
strike. 

What promises to be more effective 
measures on the part of Great Britain 
are the recent appointment of General 
J. G. Dill as the supreme military au- 
thority in Palestine, and the sending 
of a large force of soldiers there. These 
steps, forecasting the possibility that 
Palestine will be placed under some 
sort of martial rule, indicate that the 
government realizes at last the neces- 
sity for acting vigorously in order to 
assure the maintenance of order. They 
also indicate that the weakness pre- 
viously exhibited by the government 
was the result of a misguided hope that 
diplomacy alone would be a suitable 
remedy rather than a desire to preju- 
dice or ignore the interests of the Jews. 



It is gratifying to note, meanwhile, 
the expressions of sympathy and en- 
couragement tendered the Jewish peo- 
ple by numerous gentiles of high po- 
sition and influence in this country. 
1 'resident Roosevelt, for example, wri- 
ting in connection with the preparation 
of the United Palestine Appeal Year 
Hook for 1936, which has been de- 
signed to aid a $3,500,000 drive for 
the settlement of Jews in Palestine, 
has supported the view that "men and 
women of Jewish faith have a right to 
resettle the land where their faith was 
born and from which much of our 
modern civilization has emanated." 
From United States Senators William 
H. King, David I. Walsh, Morris 
Sheppard, and Arthur Capper, and 
Representative John J. O'Connor of 
New York, equally encouraging senti- 
ments have recently been received. 



BRITAIN'S POLICY in PALESTINE 

{Continued from Page 6) 

devastating. It is therefore reasonable 
at least to believe that Britain must 
now hesitate to bow to Arab demands 
in the face of Arab violence and law- 
lessness. It is at least reasonable to 
hope that the Grand Mufti has over- 
played his hand and that Britain, 
willy-nilly, must be just to the Jew 
because it must be stern with the Arab 
in a juncture of events where further 
weakness will be lethal to the Empire. 
It is possible at least to expect without 
undue optimism that Arab demands for 
prohibition of Jewish emigration and 
sale of land to Jews will be rejected 
by Great Britain. The trustee may at 
long-last have realized that self inter- 
est and fidelity to duty have been by 
the logic of events forced into a mold 
of identity. 

So much for objective uncertainty. 
One subjective certainty remains — 
within the Jewish people itself. The 
strength of the forces opposed to us is 
physical only. Our power lies in a 
united insistence upon the legal and 
moral bases of our claim to Palestine 
expressed in the Mandate as the delib- 
erate will of the world. The jealousies 
and division of Jewish life become 
small and must be compelled to disap- 
pear in the face of the larger need for 
Palestine success. This enemy within 
the gates — this discord of motive and 
interest — must be destroyed so that 
united we may face and battle the 
enemy without. The danger* which may 
come in the year 5697 are great ; our 
vision, our courage, our unity must be 
greater. God grant that they be so ! 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS 



Mr. Moses Ginsberg 

1295 PRESIDENT STREET 



extends his best wishes for a Happy New Year to all the 
Officers, Trustees, Directors and members of the 
Center, as well as to his friends and relatives. 



BEST WISHES FOR A 
HAPPY, HEALTHY NEW YEAR 

— are extended by — 

BRENNER BROS. 

60 DIVISION STREET 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 



To our friends and relatives we extend our sincere wishes for 

a Happy New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

LOUIS BRENNER 

AND FAMILY 

1462 President Street 



MR. and MRS. 

PHILLIP BRENNER 

AND FAMILY 

1416 Carroll Street 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS 



MR. and MRS. 

HERMAN TRIEBITZ 

extend greetings for the New Year to their 
friends, relatives, officers and members 
of the Brooklyn Jewish Center 



MR. and MRS. 

NAT A. ARVINS 

AND FAMILY 



extend to all their friends and relatives their 
sincerest wishes for a Happy and Pros- 
perous New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

MORRIS BRUCKENFELD 



1276 President Street 



wish their relatives and friends best 
wishes for the New Year 



DR. and MRS. 

MAX GOLDSTEIN 



334 New York Avenue 

extend greetings for the New Year to their 
friends, relatives and to the Jewish 
community in general 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS 



I 

MR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL KATZ 

1100 Park Place 

extend to their . friends and relatives sincere 
wishes for a Happy and Prosperous New Year 



LESHONO TOVO TIKOSEVO 
Books Lend Distinction to the Jewish Home 
and are the most appropriate gifts for all oc- 
casions. Why not consult Rabbi Louis Hammer 
or the Readers' Guide and Library Supply 
Company for the best and most suitable books 
for you and your family? Estimates cheerfully 
given. 

Address: 309 New York Avenue 

Tel. PResident 3-5928 



MR. and MRS. 

LEIB LURIE 

AND FAMILY 

1451 Union Street 

extend to their friends and relatives a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 



BEST WISHES FROM 

FREDERICK HOLLANDER 

MONUMENTAL and MAUSOLEUM WORK 

798-800 JAMAICA AVENUE 

BROOKLYN, N. Y. 



3ERG 



extend to their relatives, friends and members 
of the Brooklyn Jewish Center, their best 

wishes for a Happy and Prosperous 

r 

New Year 



ar to all my friends 

1EENFIELD 

:pect Place 



id MRS. 

I. HAFT 

Street 

sst wishes for a 
f ear to all their 
id relatives 



Mr. JOSEPH SABEL 

extends his best wishes for the New 
Year to all his friends and relatives 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS 



May the New Year bring you 
Health and Happiness 

MR. and MRS. 

LOUIS SIMON 

1373 Carroll Street 



MR. and MRS. 

R. ALBERT 

763 Eastern Parkway 

wish their relatives and friends a 
Happy New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

MAURICE BERNHARDT 

AND FAMILY 
604 Empire Boulevard 
extend greetings for the New Year to 
all their friends and relatives 

MR. and MRS. 

CHARLES DILBERT 

extend New Year Greetings to all 
their friends and relatives 

MR. and MRS. 

HARRY DILBERT 

wish their friends and relatives a very 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

LOUIS DILBERT 

extend best wishes for the New Year 
to their friends and relatives 



MR. and MRS. 

M. FABRIKANT 

640 Empire Boulevard 

extend to their friends and relatives 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH FELDT 

AND FAMILY 
288 Crown Street 
extend their New Year Greetings 
to friends and relatives 

MR. and MRS. 

CHARLES FINE 

763 Eastern Parkway 

extend best wishes for the New Year 
to all their friends and relatives 



MR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL STARK 

AND FAMILY 
693 Montgomery Street 

extend to their friends, family and mem- 
bers of the Center their best wishes 
for a Happy New Year 

DR. and MRS. 

R. FINKELSTEIN 

AND FAMILY 
576 Eastern Parkway 
wish their relatives and friends a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

HARRY A. FREEDMAN 

AND THEIR CHILDREN 
1522 President Street 
extend to their friends and relatives 
their best wishes for, a Happy 
New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

SOLOMON GOODMAN 

AND FAMILY 
596 Montgomery Street 
extend best wishes for the New Year 
to all their friends and relatives 

MR. and MRS. 

A. GOTTLIEB 

1601 Carroll Street 

extend New Year greetings to all 
their friends and relatives 

MR. and MRS. 

NATHAN GROSSMAN 

1035 Washington Avenue 
extend their best wishes for a 
Happy New Year to their 
friends and relatives 

MR. and MRS. 

DAVID HALPERN 

AND FAMILY 

1540 Union Street 

wish their friends and relatives a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

HENRY HOLTZMANN 

147 West 70th St., New York City 

extend their New Year Greetings to 
their friends and relatives 

| - 

Mr. BENJAMIN KAPLAN 

1632 Carroll Street 

wishes his friends and relatives a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL S. WEISBERG 

9 Prospect Park West 

extend to their friends and relatives 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 



Mrs. M. KATLOWITZ 

extends best wishes for the New Year 
to all her friends and relatives 

MR. and MRS. 

BENJAMIN J. KLINE 

1354 President Street 

extend to their friends and relatives 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

PHILIP L. LIPSHUTZ 

AND SONS 
1387 Carroll Street 
extend to their relatives and friends 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

ISADOR LOWENFELD 

AND SONS 
258 Sullivan Place 
extend their New Year Greetings 
to their friends and relatives 

MR. and MRS. 

MEYER NEMEROV 

extend their New Year greetings to all 
their friends, relatives, directors, trus- 
tees, officials and members of the 
Center 

MR. and MRS. 

ABRAHAM PRICE 

1299 Carroll Street 

extend good wishes for the New Year 
to their friends and relatives 



MR. and MRS. 

HYMAN RACHMIL 

AND CHILDREN 
1 056 President Street 
extend to their friends and relatives 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

HARRIS WEINGOLD 

1322 Carroll Street 

extend their New Year Greetings to 
their friends and relatives 



{Continued on Pcgc 15) 
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CHIEF RABBI KOOK 

{Continued from Payc 8) 



of Jewish Law. "From the day in 
which 1 have become exiled from our 
Holy Land," lie writes in reply, "all 
the sources of thought seem to have 
closed for me, and 1 seem to he unable 
to explain or to interpret such things 
in the proper way. This applies both 
to matters of law as well as to matters 
of general interest." In those years lie 
would offer a touching prayer: "Have 
compassion, () God, have mercy, O 
Lord of mercy, cause me to return to 
the land of Thy delight !" 

He was a real CJialutc! No wonder 
he so understood and so appreciated 
the Chalutzim of his day. For he, too, 
was a Chalitts, a Chahttz in the realm 
of the spirit. The Jewish Community 
of Jerusalem expressed what was in the 
heart of the Jews all over the world, 
when, upon his death, it said : "We 
lost the High Priest of the generation 
of Jewish Rebirth !" We could ill af- 
ford to lose him now. Oh, how sadly 
we miss his benign influence, his bless- 
ed guidance, his saintly inspiration ! 
Thinking of him, we may say as was 
said by the Jews on the death of Rav 
Zeira : "Woe is to Palestine that she 
lost this object of her delight!" 

And yet, great as is our sorrow, we 
have much for which to offer thanks. 
We are grateful that he was with us 
in this generation of Jewish Rebirth to 
help mould and direct the spiritual life 
of the new Eretz Israel. We are grate- 
ful for the high and lofty standard iof 
spiritual leadership which he has set 
for the new Jewish life in Palestine. 
Above all, we are grateful that he was 
privileged to serve in Palestine and 
thus to link his life with the new life 
in that Old New Land. His death, 
the death of Bialik, of Achad HaAm 
and of other great lights, have left us 
orphans. But the fact that these men 
lived, worked and died in the new Pa- 
lestine gives us a new ray of hope. 
We recall the significant tale which the 
Rabbis delight to tell : "A father and 
his son were traveling on foot a long 
distance. The child grew weary and 
said to the father, "Where is this land 
for which we are heading?" and the 
father replied, "My child, take this 
sign for your answer. When you will 
behold a grave-yard before you be as- 
sured that the land is near and that we 
are approaching our goal!" (Midrash 
Tehillim to Ps. 20) Sad indeed that 
these giants of the earth died in Eretz 
Israel. Fretz Israel is not the same 



without their inspiring personalities. 
But this very fact that they worked and 
died not in Galnt but in Palestine, that 
we are beginning to behold the Bet 
Hakvorot, that in itself is our assur- 
ance that Hare Hi Haiiuiincih Krovali 
Lonu — that we are approaching this 
new land of our dreams, that Eretz Is- 
rael is coming nearer and nearer to the 
people of Israel. This old new land, 
with all that it means to the Jew, will 
produce for us new giants of the sta- 
ture of those whose loss we now mourn. 
"The sun rises and the sun sets" (Ec- 
cles. 1.5). The sun of Jewish genius 
never sets for Jewish life. "No sooner 
does one great man die, when the sun 
of a new genius begins to rise." ( Mi- 
drash Kohelet 1.10). God will not for- 
sake His people. Out of that new life 
which is now being created for the 
Jew in the Jewish Land, new suns shall 
arise to illumine and to enlighten our 
path; new leaders shall appear, who. 
like the beloved Rabbi Kook, will 
guide us and lead us, inspire and bless 
us ! 



"AQUITANIA" SOLD TO JEWS 

(Continued from Page 3) 
man, explained that the procedure was 
necessary, and that he must insist that 
the Captain sell him the ship. 

The Captain reflected. Finally he 
decided that he would risk the conse- 
quences and agreed to the transfer. 
Only he would not make himself a 
party to the bargain via the Jew's coat 
tail. Some other method would have 
to be used. 

"'J hen I will give you a penny for 
the ship," suggested the Jew. 

"Alright." said the Captain, and or- 
dered an officer to draw up an agree- 
ment. 

Here is the document, as it was 
drawn up, and as it is on file in the 
office of the "Aquitania" : 

"Cunard White Star Limited, 

Ship: R.M.S. 'Aquitania' 

2Hth August. 1936. 

Voyage No. 267, West. 
"To the Captain : 

"This ship has been bought for the 
Sabbath for One Cent. It is the prop- 
erty only of the Jews for 24 hours. 

(Signed by the Captain)" 
Of course, strict examination of the 
case would necessarily yield the ques- 
tion: why couldn't the Jewish passen- 
gers wishing to attend services bring 
their praying shawls to the synagog on 



Friday afternoon, and leave all their 
personal belongings in the cabins until 
the end of Sabbath, thus avoiding the 
purchase of the ship? 

However, the "Aquitania" was 
bought, and the transaction will go 
down in marine history. 



CENTER ACADEMY 

of the 

Brooklyn Jewish Center 

Chartered by the University oi the 
State of New York 

A PROGRESSIVE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL . . . COMPLETE CUR- 
RICULUM from KINDERGARTEN 
TO EIGHTH GRADE. INCLUDING 
ARTS, CRAFTS and SCIENCE 
. . . COMBINED WITH A FUN- 
DAMENTAL EDUCATION IN 
HEBREW and JEWISH CULTURE 

— TERM BEGINS SEPTEMBER 22nd — 

. . . Hours: 8:45 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. 
REGISTRATIONS NOW BEING RE- 
CEIVED . . TELEPHONE PRES. 4-1400 



COME ONE! COME ALL! 

TO THE 

YOUNG FOLKS LEAGUE 

OPENING DANCE 

to be held on 
YOM KIPPUR NIGHT 

Saturday Evening, Sept. 26th 

Prominent Local Band 
Surprise Liquid Refreshments 

Admission 75c per person 

Dancing on Roof Garden if 
heat wave continues 

COME ONE! COME ALL! 
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DIGNIFIED AND 
DISTINCTIVE SER- 
VICES AT HOME 
OR CHAPEL 



FLATBUSH MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
WM. SHERMAN AND SONS 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 



1283 CONEY ISLAND 
AVENUE . . . BROOK- 
LYN, NEW YORK 
Tel. ESplanade 7-7300 
Branch: 125 Varet St. 
Phone: PUlaski 5-0167 




Wedding 
Decorations 



S6S5 /Y7AXV AVE 
BROOKLYN. NY QlJR SPECIALTY 



WE CARRY A COMPLETE LINE OF 

FRUIT BASKETS 

FOR EVERY OCCASION 



THE BROOKLYN JEWISH 
CENTER'S OFFICIAL FLORIST 



To our many friends and patrons, we hereby 
extend our sincerest wishes for a happy 
and prosperous New Year 



Telephone: Dickens 2-4000 



High Class Apartments 

— FOR RENT — 

— AT — 

959 and 985 PARK PLACE 

2V2, 3. 4. 5 and 6 ropm 
apartments with built-in 
showers and all latest 
improvements. 



INQUIRE ON PREMISES 



LOUIS D. BRANDEIS-Statistical 

Idealist 

THE JEW UNDER SOVIET RULE 

HERETIC HERMANN 
HEIJERMANS 

THE DEATH OF MARIAMNE 

THE BIBLE AND ITS CRITICS 

JEWISH EVENTS IN REVIEW 

OCTOBER 1936 



Compliments of 



Consolidated Taxpayers Mutual 

Insurance Company 



DEVOTED SOLELY TO OWNERS', LANDLORDS' and TENANTS' 
LIABILITY INSURANCE, THE CONSOLIDATED OFFERS PROP- 
ERTY OWNERS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, AN IMMEDIATE 
20% REDUCTION UPON THEIR YEARLY PREMIUM. THIS SUB- 
STANTIAL SAVING CAN ALSO BE SECURED ON ELEVATOR 
INSURANCE. 



Inquiries Welcomed 



Bronx Office: 

391 EAST 149th STREET 

MElroee 5-1131 



HOME OFFICE: 

164 MONTAGUE STREET 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 
TRiangle 5-5300 



Brownsville Office: 

353 STONE AVENUE 

Dickens 2-0262 



HARRY STRONGIN, President 
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THE DEATH of MEIR DIZENGOFF 



ME1R DIZENGOFF, the mayor 
of Tel Aviv is no more among 
the living. 

Gone is the grand old man of the 
all lewish city, known to everyone who 
had any contact with modern EreU 
Israel. Jewry, the world over, is 
mourning this great loss, yet nowhere 
is the sense of loss so poignantly felt 
as in the city he founded and in the 
entire Vishuv whose triumphs he 
shared and whose hattles he fought 
until his last breath. 

DizengorT was among the first Cho- 
vevei Zion who came to Eretz Israel. 
He was instrumental in the first glass 
factory established by Rothshild, and 
had his hand in many an enterprise 
for the benefit of the old-new home- 
land. But, his life work and his crown- 
ing achievement was the hundred per- 
cent Jewish city of Tel Aviv, whose 
second name will henceforth rightly be 
"the city of Meir," even as Jerusalem 
is sometimes called in the Bible 'the 
city of David'. 

Tel Aviv is not merely a city. To 
the Jew it serves as the gateway to a 
new home and future. It spells the 
rebirth of the Jewish nation and rep- 
resents the realization of an age-old 
dream. Dizengoff was not only its 
mayor and first citizen but the ideal 
of Jewish citizenship. He was prim- 
arily a man of action, a veritable 
fountain of creative power in every- 
thing pertaining to the commercial and 
industrial development of the city and 
the country. Yet his deeper self was 
stamped by the mark of culture. He 
was the true Jewish Talmid Chochcm, 
to whom nothing is really important 
unless it is permeated with higher val- 
ues. And so we saw Tel Aviv develop- 
ing both materially and spiritually. He 
found a fine art museum with his own 
money, and presented it with his per- 
sonal collections and works of art that 
he got together from near and far by 
tireless solicitation. 

Though a business man by occupa- 



tion and a centrist in general and Jew- 
ish politics, his heart was with the 
masses and their growing needs, hence 
his open rebukes to the ultra conserva- 
tives of his own group. During the 
last elections to the city council he sev- 
ered his connections with his former 
colleagues and preferred to run inde- 
pendently on his own, DizengorT, ticket. 
He became thus the undisputable head 
of all factions, the labor and the ultra 
leftists included. 

His life was fruitful and beneficent, 
and in dying he commanded us to live 
forever in the light of the continuous 
growth and progress of Zionism. 

— Mordccai Halcvi 



PRIDE IN A FINE INSTITUTION 

MA XISHTANO . . .? What's the 
difference and why the Center 
Academy ? What is there about this 
school which arouses so much enthusi- 
asm in the comparatively small group 
of parents, educators and outsiders who 
really know the school ? 

For one thing, it is a healthy place 
for the Jewish child — physically and 
mentally. Physically, it has the use of 
the magnificent building of the Center 
plus the annex, and the grounds and 
the two roofs for outdoor play. 

But even more valuable is the mental 
and spiritual health. Our Jewish chil- 
dren are growing up in a sorry world. 
Mud is flung at us from all sides. It 
is not a new experience in our history. 
Vet through it all, in other times, the 
Jew with sure knowledge of the cour- 
age and dignity of his past and faith 
in his future, has held his head high. 
The Jew who has no knowledge of his 
heritage is subject to the same discrim- 
ination and persecution as the one with 
such knowledge. The difference is how- 
he takes it. Without knowledge of his 
past, he is hurt, surprised and humili- 
ated at being hurt, negative and help- 
less. With solid grounding in the course 



of his people past and present, he is 
an integrated personality, part of a 
group, and can plan to parry a blow. 

That is what the Center Academy 
gives to the young entrusted to it.-- 
care — knowledge of the Jewish heri- 
tage, in addition to and in correlation 
with a full general course in all elem- 
entary school subjects, so that they go 
forth into the public high schools well 
prepared, and with an inner sureness. 

How is the Jewish work correlated 
with the other work? Let us illustrate. 
.Music is a simple example: the chil- 
dren sing folk and classic songs of all 
nationalities, and Hebrew songs of old 
and new Palestine. In third grade, 
when they take up primitive life in 
New York, and Indian lore and cus- 
toms, they also study the life of the 
ancient Hebrews in the desert during 
the Hebrew hour for the day. When 
the program calls for a study of medi- 
aeval history, it includes Jewish life in 
Spain and the golden age of Jewish 
literature of the period under the 
Moors. In the higher grades they study 
contemporary times, current tendencies 
in Jewry, and important world move- 
ments. 

Of course, the festivals and holidays. 
American and Jewish, are grand op- 
portunities for creative work on the 
part of the children. They compose 
songs, write plays and act them, paint 
scenery. Visit the school at any time 
and you will find a humming, busy, 
happy, cooperative and creating com- 
munity of children actually living the 
knowledge which they are absorbing. 

Here at last is a school from which 
emerges a child with poise and back- 
ground to face the world as American 
and Jew. 

But the school is all too small for 
its mission. Too few are the children 
who benefit by its excellencies. Surely 
there are hundreds of Jewish parents 
who seek just this type of school and 
who are not aware that it is here at 
hand. Where are they and how shall 
we reach them ? 

— Emily M. Roscustein 
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THE JEW UNDER SOVIET RULE 



The following is a transcription of an 
extemporaneous lecture delivered at 
the Brooklyn Jewish Center by Rabbi 
Bokser, who recently returned from a 
visit to Russia. 

T 111*2 Jew has fared very well in 
the Soviet Union, particularly 
when one compares his lot with 
that of the Jew in Poland or the other 
Central European countries. If you 
study the life of the Jew in these 
countries you cannot but feel that in 
Russia the Jewish position is tremend- 
ously better. There is no anti-Semit- 
ism in the U. S. S. R. By that we do 
not mean that every Russian gentile 
loves the Jew. That of course would 
be a grotesque exaggeration. But 
any manifestations of race hatred is 
a crime against the state, because the 
state is built on the proposition that all 
races are equal, and any individual who 
manifests race hatred is thereby guilty 
of subversive activities. The entire ap- 
paratus of the state, all the educational 
instruments which Russia has in its 
power (the state controls the press, the 
theatre, the radio, in short every instru- 
ment through which public opinion is 
molded) is coordinated to eradicate 
race hatred. Right after the Russian 
Revolution there was a phonographic 
record made of Lenin's speech against 
anti-Semitism. The result of it all is 
that the Russians can say with pride: 
"Well, as you know, in Russia we have 
no Jewish question". 

1 met a Jew in a Kiev Synagogue 
who illustrated for me the reality of 
this statement. He told the story of 
two Jews in a factory who were dis- 
cussing a third Jew. "W hat can you 
expect of a Jew?" one of them said. 
A gentile girl, hearing this, broke in: 
'Comrade, don't you know that it is 
counter-revolutionary to have anti- 
Semitic tendencies? You cannot be a 
good Communist if you permit your- 
self to say such things about the Jew- 
ish people. The Jews are good com- 
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rade>\ The Jew then had to apolo- 
gize." 

There are records of former CzarLt 
officials who had incited race hatred. 
These were always brought to trial 
when discovered, given prison senten- 
ces and often discharged from their 
positions. The government is .serious 
in its efforts to eradicate race preju- 
dice. In Russia there are only Soviet 
citizens, good and bad. and all good 
citizens are welcome in the Hie of the 
country. 

You can certainly see wdiat a differ- 
ence this approach to the Jew has made 
in his life. You can feel that the Jew 
is an equal. Jews have entered every 
phase of public life. As a matter of 
fact, one can travel through Russia 
quite comfortably speaking onlv Yid- 
dish. I was on a train going from Mos- 
cow to Kiev when I met a Jewish offi- 
cer who was attached to the Ministry 
of the Interior. He spoke to me 
quite freely in Yiddish. I was visiting 
the old winter palace of the Czar in 
Leningrad. There was a Jew sitting 
on one of the chairs on which the Czar 
must have sat. He felt quite at home. 
J asked him if he had ever dreamed he 
could walk around in the palace so free- 
ly and he answered: "When did we 
expect to be allowed in Leningrad at 
all ■" His son was there too. He was 
a teacher in one of the Yiddish schools, 
and also a reserve officer during the 
."tinmier months. 

I had the same experience in a chil- 
dren's village in Leningrad. This is a 
little park built for youngsters, and is 
fenced off to prevent adults from en- 
tering. I wanted to talk to the children 
and addressed them in Yiddish across 
the fence. At once a crowd of Jewish 
children came over. One of the bovs 
explained to the teacher that I was a 
visitor from America interested in the 
group and 1 was permitted to enter. 

In the old days the Jews in Russia 
were essentially petty-bourgeoisie. Af- 
ter the revolution there were adjust- 
ments to be made. Tho>e who were 
left to enjoy the new order were the 
workers and peasants*. The Jew suffer- 
ed most under these new changes. But 
at the present time all occupations are 
open to the Jew.-> — the professions, 
heavy industry, farming. Kuxsia has 
even set aside a vast tract of land, Biro- 
Bidjan, where the Jews are given every 



encouragement to create for themselves 
an autonomous Jewish republic. 

Of course if one comes to Russia 
with the American standard of living 
in mind one will find much that is 
crude. Some of the most elementary 
things we are accustomed to in the 
United States can't be had there. The 
housing situation is terrible. But com- 
pared with Jewish conditions in Poland 
Russia is a veritable paradise. 

What is the situation of Judaism in 
Soviet Russia? Theoretically you have 
in the framework of the Soviet state 
the possibilities for the cultivation of a 
free Jewish life. Most democratic 
countries are based on a territorial na- 
tionality. This makes out of the state 
a melting pot in which all "foreign" 
elements have to remake themselves in 
the image of the dominant majority. 
This is largely the conception in our 
democratic countries. They will grant 
you that you may remain a Jew religi- 
ously but nationally the price that is 
paid for equality is assimilation. 

In Russia you have a totally differ- 
ent conception of the state. Instead of 
a territorial nationalism you have the 
conception of the state as a federation 
of culturally and nationally autono- 
mous groups. Russia does not want a 
melting pot. Instead it has developed 
the thesis that it is possible for all her 
national minorities to preserve their 
national and cultural identity as long 
as they are socialist in character. They 
have been given full freedom. You see 
signs in different languages through- 
out the country. These languages are- 
spoken officially. 

Under such circumstances you have 
the basis for a fine Jewish life. In 
large measure it exists. There are Jew- 
ish schools and I spent something like 
$50 for text books in the Yiddish lan- 
guage used in these institutions. Books 
on mathematics, sciences, and all other 
text books are written in Yiddish. 

There are also Yiddish courts. 1 
visited one and heard the judge, an old 
member of the Bund, conduct the trial 
entirely in Yiddish. He had two co- 
judges who also spoke Yiddish. The 
chief judge admonished a lawyer when 
he began an argument in Russian. 

Judaism, in its real sense, is never- 
theless in danger of dying in the So- 
{Continucd on Page 22) 
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LOUIS D. BRANDEIS - Statistical Idealist 

ON THE OCCASION OF HIS EIGHTIETH BIRTHDAY, NOVEMBER 13 



LOUIS DliMBITZ B RAX DELS 
in his career of more than half 
a century as lawyer and judge 
must frequently have looked with im- 
patience, however characteristically 
benign and well-concealed, upon the 
allegorical conception of Justice. The 
blindfolded, ample, female figure which 
in stone and in bronze has immemorial - 
ly been the corporeal symbol of Justice 
i's the direct antithesis of that method 
of thinking, pleading and adjudicating 
by which Brandeis has been so distinct- 
ively marked off from the generality 
of contemporary advocates and judges. 
True it is that the sightlessness of Jus- 
tice has been designed to picture it's 
(or her) impartiality. Actually, of 
course, blindness here is necessarily 
complete, and must hide equally the 
identity of the litigant and the facts of 
the litigation. 

In complete contrast, Brandeis al- 
ways insisted on a full understanding 
of relevant facts as the indispensable 
clement in the true administration of 
justice. One of his famous dissenting 
opinions contains this expression of his 
ratio decidendi: "The judgment should 
be based upon a consideration of rele- 
vant facts, actual or possible — Ex facto 
jus oritur. That ancient rule must pre- 
vail in order that we may have a sys- 
tem of living law". (Adams v. Turn- 
er). So also he has written: "The 
logic of words should yield to the logic 
of realities". (Di Santo v. Pennsylva- 
nia) . 

From his earliest days of maturity 
this insistence upon (of another sub- 
ject it might be called a passion for) 
facts oriented the development of his 
legal and civic point of view. Gradu- 
ation from Harvard Law School (as 
admittedly its most brilliant student) 
brought him in the penultimate decade 
of the 19th century into professional 
life among an American people suf- 
fering from an economic self-hypnosis. 

The country's inexhaustible natural 
resources furnished material for the 
.structures of great industrial organiza- 
tions. Need for expanding credit fa- 
cilitated the establishment by banks and 
financial trusts of an apparently invul- 
nerable hegemony. The interplay of 
such industrial and financial interests 



By WILLIAM I. SIEGEL 

fostered interlocking directorates and 
resultant monopoly. An unending 
stream of immigration insured the re- 
quisite supply of ]>atieut human labor 
on which this machine poised itself. 
The translation of the pioneering spirit 
from the physical frontier, finally at- 
tained, into the market place, the fac- 
tory and the counting house created the 
now-legendary captains of industry and 
finance whose manipulations set into 
motion those stratifications of wealth 
and op]>ortuirity which we are only 
now fully realizing and attacking. 

In all this vast panorama of action 
and reaction every theory save one 
seemed reasonable; every industrial 
practice except one was permitted ; 
every class save only one procured ad- 
vantages. This same era which in its 
social aspects has with a delightful apt- 
ness been named the "Mauve Decade" 
in its industrial and economic practices 
earned a grimmer title more fitting to 
the actual realities of warfare. 

The class excepted from the gener- 
ous distribution of national wealth was 
the laboring class. The theory omitted 
from the standard ideology of the day 
was that the labor of human beings in 
one form or another is the crucible in 
which national wealth is created. The 
one industrial practice hardly even con- 
ceived of, much less initiated, was the 
practice of industrial justice. A con- 
ception of labor as something other 



than a commodity to be purchased as 
cheaply as possible — as a dignified and 
co-equal element with capital in the 
unity of Industry: this, except among 
a fractional minority, was heterodoxy 
and anathema to the actual as well as 
the titular rulers of the country. Pro- 
test, of course, there was. Preachers 
of Brotherly Love, the Golden Rule 
and the Decalogue were not silent. Ac- 
tion embodying these lovely principles 
was, however, practically nil. In no 
other epoch of our history since the 
outlawing of slavery was the industrial 



and social plane of the country so low. 
"The Jungle" of Upton Sinclair was a 
fictional canvas of a deplorable reality. 

Such a condition factually expresses 
a philosophy — one first propounded in 
the Biblical question "Am I my bro- 
ther's Keeper?". In sober revolt a- 
gainst the prevailing philosophy, both 
because of a reasoned recognition of 
its futility as a standard of human 
conduct and because of ancient currents 
of Hebrew morality forming the es- 
sentials of his character. Brandeis be- 
came an actor in this drama of the en- 
suing decades. Inevitably he became 
a member, and early emerged as a lead- 
er, of the group of men and ideas which 
must be termed, now as well as then, 
the hope in America of decent and civ- 
ilized social relationships. 

Here, in short space, only a sum- 
mary statement is possible of the ac- 
tual fields in which this service was 
rendered. 

Most immediately necessary in any 
programme of reform was the streng- 
thening of Labor: Brandeis (at a time- 
when his clientele included many large, 
and corporate, employers of labor) 
vigorously championed the growth and 
power of unions. In public forum and 
in legal brief he forcefully expressed 
the economic and legal arguments 
which steadily freed labor from the 
restrictions of the common-law doc- 
trine of conspiracy and in resultant 



judicial decisions and legislative enact- 
ments legalized the strike, picketing 
the other essential union methods. In 
all this, he had the manner and method 
of the statistician because of a com- 
pelling" integrity of intellect; but the 
aim was that of an idealist. Better than 
any commentator can. his own words 
show the synthesis: "The social jus- 
tice for which we are striving is an 
incident of our democracy — perhaps its 
finest expression — but it rests upon 
democracy, which implies the rule by 
{Continued un next Page) 
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the people. And therefore, the end for 
wliich we must strive is die attainment 
of rule by the people, and that involves 
industrial democracy as well as political 
democracy. That means that the prob- 
lems of a trade should not longer be 
the problems of the employer alone. 
The problems of his business, and it 
is not the employers' business alone, 
are the problems of all in it". 

In the forms of price and rat ex the 
great industrial monopolies were exor- 
bitantly taxing the American people. 
Brandeis attacked the prices and the 
rates, not alone as evils in themselves ; 
he attacked the economic inutility of 
the structures. And again his method 
omitted the passion of resentment and 
stressed the sober logic of reason and 
principle. Shipping rates, freight costs, 
gas bills and carfares; these homely 
facts were to him, and were shown by 
him to be, first, facts and then and be- 
yond that illustrative of underlying 
"laws of societal organization. His 
credo was that a great monopoly is 
evil because of its power over others 
and equally evil because of its waste 
and inefficiency. 

This matter of the forms of social 
structure is a cardinal point in any 
evaluation of Brandeis' work. Politi- 
cal philosophies only express in terms 
of government men's economic welt- 
anschaung. The Tory and the Liberal 
both use party tenets to word their in- 
stincts and reactions as individuals to 
the bread-and-butter facts of property 
relations. We have become accustom- 
ed to the increasing power and acceler- 
ated progress into power of the dogmas 
of Communism and Fascism as they 
stand clothed in political authoritar- 
ianism. Actually, and behind the per- 
son of the Dictator and the mass of the 
Proletariat is the economic absorption 
of the individual into the economic su- 
premacy of the State. Brandeis stood 
always apart from the extremists of 
the Right and the Left. The basic idea 
of his position has been the necessity 
(and the practicability) of what for 
convenience sake we call Capitalism as 
permitting the least restrained scope of 
individual ability and efTort in the cre- 
ation of total national wealth. 

By no means, however, was Bran- 
deis enamoured of that system. One 
mav plagiarize from that likeable satire 
which some years ago amused us and 
.say that he has been not only Capital- 
ism's best friend but its severest eritic. 
1 le recognized that the word is but 
another name for — a description of — 
the processes whereby wealth is crea- 



ted and also of the channels through 
which it is distributed. It has been the 
province of Brandeis in the last half 
century to graph and chart those per- 
versions of Capitalism which have 
simultaneously stifled the creation of 
wealth and clogged its distribution. 
Clearly he recognized that men care 
but little for abstractions, but care 
much about the results to tlicm of 
practices. Revolutions occur because 
of incidents: Evolutions grow out of 
processes. The counsel of his work 
has been f est incite lente; and to save, 
rather than to destroy Capitalism and 
to rid it of its excrescences, has been 
the aim of his work. 

In this endeavor he was, like all 
prophets, a generation and more ahead 
of his day. Decades of bitter debate 
were to elapse before old-age pensions, 
cheaper insurance, unemployment se- 
curity, industrial cooperation, shorter 
hours and higher wages passed out of 
the realm of the Utopian into aceepted 
codes of industrial relations. The raee 
has not been entirely to the swift in 
thought, nor the battle wholly to the 
strong in spirit, for both the raee and 
the battle must for long be carried on. 
Yet this, a least, has been permanently 
established : that at long last the prin- 
ciple of these reforms has become cur- 
rent in the coin of social intercourse, 
and the debate is as to detail mainly. 
To Brandeis as much as to any — and 
more than to most — of the champions 
of change and progress is due the fun- 
damental reversal of emphasis. 

Democratic government frequently 
justifies itself in terms of personal in- 
cident. A dramatic example was Bran- 
deis' elevation to the Supreme Court. 
The totality of the forces opposed in 
I'M 6 to his nomination by President 
Wilson was tremendous. In a very real 
sense the opposition represented a mar- 
shalling of power by every conservative 
and reactionary element in the country 
against liberal movements which they 
hated — which, moreover, they feared 
and which they knew were personified 
by him. Seldom in our history have 
ideas been so completely identified with 
a personality. The President recognized 
this, and in pressing for confirmation 
by the Senate, beautifully described his 
appointee when he wrote: "Pie is a 
friend of the just and a lover of the 
right ; and he knows more than how to 
talk about the right ; he knows bow to 
set it forward in the face of its ene- 
mies". 

It is not possible to exaggerate the 
consequence of Brandeis' judicial la- 



bor, beginning as they did with the na- 
tional problems generated by the World 
War and continuing through twenty 
of the most kaleidoscopic years of our 
country's life. From their vast num- 
ber, only instances can even be touehed 
upon here. 

Freedom of speech is the breath of 
life to a democracy. It is, indeed, the 
touchstone by which we test the very 
existence of democracy. Inequalities 
cannot ever be totally eradicated ; but 
where speech is free they, and all evils 
of government, may be minimized. Out 
of the clash of opinion eomes truth. 
The restrictions imposed by the real or 
imagined necessities of defense im- 
pinged even upon this freedom and 
these rights which for one hundred and 
fifty years had been the cardinal ar- 
ticle of the American credo. Justice 
Brandeis, with his friend and early 
mentor, Justice Holmes, strove against 
the assault of legislation born of war- 
time hysteria. They failed ; but they 
failed so splendidly that history will 
be likely to record the influence of their 
minority dissents rather than the judg- 
ment of the majority. "Those who won 
our independence by revolution were 
not cowards. They did not fear politi- 
cal change. They did not exalt order 
at the cost of liberty". In these and 
kindred words, the Justice joined the 
past and. it is to be hoped, the future 
of America concerning a vital article of 
its creed. 

There are many fields of the Law 
where the statement of the law is in 
reality the creation of policy. These 
concern what Justice Brandeis has 
termed "The delicate adjustment of 
conflicting claims of the Federal Gov- 
ernment and the state". They concern 
also the rights of individual citizens in 
relation to both the State and Federal 
Government. They deal with vital, if 
prosaic, questions of taxation. They 
may, indeed, be summed up as being 
the totality of problems which men 
face in the always-difficult attempt to 
retain to the greatest possible degree 
personal freedom and yet to surrender 
just enough of that freedom to the 
needs of the general welfare. Justice 
Brandeis, whether writing for the ma- 
jority or pioneering with the minority 
has in the most fundamental sense giv- 
en stimulos, direction and form to the 
future outlines of American policy. 

Jews as Americans and as Jews arc 
proud of Mr. Justice Brandeis. Jews 
as Jews are rightly grateful to Louis 

(Continued on Page 21) 
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HERETIC HERMANN HEIJERMANS 

By DR. MARK SOLITERMAN 



"When Heijermans Died in 1924 the Jewish Press Reported His Death 
in only a jew Lines. A People Remembers Those who Have Lived or 
Died For It." 



HE R .\ I A X X 1 1 E 1 J E R A 1 A X S was 
a Western Jew. lie belonged 
to a country which for centuries 
knew neither of Jewish pogroms nor 
of officially sponsored Jew baiting. 
Holland, his native land, gave to the 
Jews the greatest liberty that a Chris- 
tian state could offer to them. This 
makes an analysis of Heijermans' 
thinking particularly interesting. 

If the Jewish writers of his type and 
period in Eastern Europe could place 
much hope in the removal of the Jew- 
ish disabilities, he had no such illusion. 
In spite of his Dutch culture and his 
socialism, he realized that there was 
also a specific problem of Jewish ex- 
istence besides the eternal problems of 
human life. He believed he understood 
the causes of the specific Jewish mis- 
ery and he presented them in his 
works rather grotesquely and with the 
assurance of a fanatic. 

He was a fanatic and an unrelenting- 
lighter for what he believed to be true. 
He belonged to the realistic school in 
literature. For him art for art's sake 
had no meaning ; he understood art as 
a sermon in ethics. If an audience left 
the theatre without a lesson, the play 
had no value. He created the Dutch 
drama and gained fame for it. Many 
of his plays were often produced in all 
the leading theatres of Europe. 

He was born in Rotterdam in 1864. 
His father, a journalist, wanted him 
to be a merchant. He bluntly refused 
and left his home penniless to become 
a writer. This dislike of business he 
expressed in his works. He was a lead- 
er of the socialist youth and belonged 
to the heroic period of the West Euro- 
pean socialism when the most humani- 
tarian of the younger people, and many 
of the finest minds and noblest men, 
joined the movement. For him, like for 
other socialist Jews of his generation, 
the problems of Jewish life were only 
a side issue and he believed they would 
adjust themselves with the realization 
of socialism. In the vast perspective 
which cosmopolitism or international- 
ism opened to mankind, there was no 
raison d'etre for a Jewish people. Their 
religion was socialism. 

Hermann Heijermans is known to 
the general reader for his great dramas 
of the Dutch life. He described the 
fevvish life in short stories under the 



noin dc plume of Falkland, in a novel 
and in dramas. 

His field of observation is limited, 
as it is confined to the small Jewish 
community in Holland. He often re- 
peats himself in his writings, but as a 
Western Jewish writer he has one ori- 
ginal feature. He conceives the prob- 
lem of Jewish life as that of a people, 
whereas Western Jewish writers usu- 
ally treat it as a problem of individuals. 
As powerful as his talent is, his char- 
acters are not objectively treated. He 
is biased and not in sympathy with his 
realistic Jewish characters and their 
outlook on life, whether he describes 
a rich or a poor Jew, a rogue or a rabbi. 
In compensation, he creates ideal char- 
acters who are not living beings, but 
the loud speakers for his criticism. It 
is more useful, considering Heijer- 
mans' conception of art, to study his 
ideas more than his literary technique 
and forms. In the novel The Diamond 
City the ideal character is a Jewish 
worker, Eleazar, who went through the 
hard experience of emigration to Amer- 
ica. He returned home after he had 
recovered from an illness in a Brook- 
lyn hospital, and almost from his first 
step after he came back to his native 
city it is felt that he is hostile to his 
community. Seeing the Jewish dia- 
mond dealers discussing business on the 
exchange, he promises himself that they 
will hear from him. The poor Jew in 
rags who is eking out a living from 
shoe-shining is for him "contemptible 
in his submissiveness", the miserable, 
shabby vegetable man evokes from him 
"the same feeling of horror", the 
plump, well-to-do Jewess who passes 
him on the street calls forth his dis- 
gust, and so on. Xeither has he any 
better feelings towards the Jews as a 
mass or towards Judaism. 

"He realized and felt it painfully, 
acutely, — that deadly struggle of an old 
people between these narrow walls, a 
people who endured and let themselves 
be endured, who were too slavish, too 
pitifully degenerated to be able to tear 
off their lascivious, greedy eyes from 
the dirt of the earth. . . . Shame, shame, 



shame! Descendents deserving to be 
damned. Shame had to come over 
everything which was called Israel, be- 
cause (jf their clinging to a stubborn 
persuasion ; it had to come through 
their worm-eaten, obsolete Testament, 
which exhales a poisonous breath like 
a morass. . . ." 

". . . He clearly realized that he 
must hate this degenerated Jewish peo- 
ple who were dying away without vital 
oower in the narrowness of the decayed 
old dreamy houses, those people who 
were only a shadow of the former great 
strong-minded people". 

Heijermans loses a 1 1 restraint 
when he talks of the Jewish religion. 
He is looking for an "inspired and di- 
vinely lucky" giant who could break 
the tables of the law. The idea of God 
is: "the Jewish God who is a miserable 
production of man, a tyrant, a droll 
blusterer, with his curse and threats 
from the Deuteronomy". 

The Diamond City from which these 
quotations are taken, is a picture of 
Jewish life in the slums of Amster- 
dam, it is a miserable life, steeped in 
degrading filth. Xevertheless Heijer- 
mans exaggerates his realism. He is 
not satisfied until he leaves his reader 
with a feeling of nausea. 

The living conditions of the Jewish 
poor — workers and petty traders — in 
this city are appalling. Animals would 
be expected to perish under such con- 
ditions, but human beings survive, con- 
tinuing to vegetate and to rot. The 
sordid, inexpressible misery has killed 
all the human dignity in these people. 
Their feelings have become dulled, they 
have no desire for revolt. Poverty and 
disease are corroding their social life 
to the core. Family life is ruined, chil- 
dren and parents live in promiscuity; 
morality is at a low ebb. The children 
are decimated and disfigured by disease. 
Their young souls arc old and their 
only pleasure is mischief. In this so- 
cial rot "children were brought into 
the world, children who were condemn- 
ed to exist, on whom the masters and 
rabbis spent their pity once a week". 
(Continued on next Pu(je) 
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This in a city where a whole Jewish 
population is polishing diamonds for 
the rich of the entire world. 

One should think that for a socialist 
like Eleazar, who is Heijermans' 
spokesman, the fault would he with the 
capitalist system. Hut although Elea- 
zar is against the employers and actu- 
ally helps the Jewish diamond workers 
organize a strike against the rich 
dealers, he finds the evil in Judaism 
and the fault in the Jews themselves. 

To hegin with, the Jews are wrong 
not to intermarry with other races. For 
him this is something like incest. He 
promises to himself never to marry a 
Jewish girl, because "throughout cen- 
tury upon century did this race hold 
itself isolated through its own stock 
and faith. For centuries did it trample 
imon the simplest laws of nature, for 
centuries these people multiplied within 
their own family, so that a full grown- 
up body in the Jewish midst was an 
exception. This poor choice for propa- 
gation, always a Jew with a Jewess, 
filled the streets with embittered ugly 
people. This race was in its greatest 
part nervously degenerated, affected 
with morbid sexual impulses. The 
lews did not drink, and yet produced 
proportionately more mental defectives. 
These bred again a new generation of 
blind and degenerated. . . 

Then the Jews keep to their dietary 
laws, "prescribed by a limited religion", 
and avoid eating with Christians. "All 
this surely deserves hate, violent hate". 

No, not the Jewish Messiah will 
help. Were it not for the real Mes- 
siah — socialism — there would be only 
murder and arson. 

Eleazar hates the Jewish religion, 
the rabbis, and, as a symbolic gesture, 
he throws the mczuzah into the filthy 
waters of the canal — the only fit place 
for it. When this desecration moves a 
friend to call him an anti-Semite, he 
admits . . . ''Yes, I am a splendid, 
healthy anti-Semite because I despise 
the Ghetto life. Humanity cannot say 
a word in favor of such Semitism." 

But what about the Gentile world? 
Is it exempt from criticism, has it no 
responsibility whatsoever in the plight 
of the Jewish masses? Eleazar faces 
this question but he has no courage to 
attack it frankly. Ho stutters when he 
wants to explain facts of persecution 
brought to his attention by his friends. 
Heijermans writes for a Gentile audi- 
ence, and in vain do we search in his 
works for the same passionate criticism 
of Gentile sins. 



Eleazar himself goes through the 
unpleasant experience of being abused 
for no other reason than that of his 
Jewish descent. On his way home, the 
crew of a ship, "the robust, good na- 
tured. tobacco-chewing, ginger-drink- 
ing seawolves" insult him, call him 
"circumcised Shmuhl" ' , and other names 
and generally humiliate him. When 
they are kind again, he is for them 
"the nice little Jew" because of his 
quietness and gentleness. They do not 
realize that their intended compliment 
cuts him like a whip. In his distress 
ht turns his thoughts to Spinoza, whose 
book lifted him to the heights where 
there was no place for human dirt. 
Did not the peasants, with their stupid 
faces filled with green teeth, pass by 
Spinoza's house and say: "Here lives 
the little Jew Spinoza?" Did not the 
children make fun of him when he 
walked shyly along the roads? Yes, 
this happened. "For the first time in 
his life he was forced to suffer the 
curse of a race, the silly quarrel of de- 
generated with degenerated, stupid with 
stupid, to whom the simplest concep- 
tion ot God was unknown." 

As Eleazar leaves the ship and 
forces himself to say a friendly good- 
bye, he feels "like a dog licking the 
master's hands that have struck him." 

Heijermans does not realize that it 
i.-> not an answer to the question to call 
both persecutor and victim degenerated 
and stupid. Neither can his idealist. 
Eleazar, say anything to console a 
starving Jewish worker, chased by his 
Christian comrades when he attempts 
to make a pittance by cleaning snow 
from the streets; nor has he a manly 
word for the ailing Jewish peddler, a 
refugee from the Russo-Polish po- 
groms, a gentle, law-abiding man whose 
life had been made a nightmare by per- 
secution. When the sick man insists, 
with pain and bitterness, that a stray 
dog is better otf among Christians than 
a Jew, Eleazar can think only of re- 
peating the silly story of Jewish ex- 
clusiveness and tries to convince him 
that there is no difference between the 
position of a poor Jew and a poor 
Christian. But the peddler, irritated, 
retorts: "This does not help me. No 
difference between a poor jew and a 
poor Christian? Nonsense. If a Gen- 
tile is miserable, he still has privileges. 
Would a poor Gentile be insulted in 
the street ? Has somebody the right to 
call him Shunt hi? And hate him wher- 
ever one goes. . . ." 

In the drama, The Ghetto, Heijer- 
mans recapitulates the ideas of Eleaz- 



ar of The Diamond City; but he pre- 
sents them as a struggle between the 
young and the old generations. In this 
form the characters are more clearly 
delineated and are more life-like. There 
is also an ideal character, Raphael, who 
speaks for Heijermans. Raphael is the 
son of a blind dealer in frippery. He 
dreams of a united humanity, of beau- 
ty, and has a pantheistic conception of 
the world. His father, Sachel, and 
aunt, Esther, were subjected to a sor- 
did life. They drag out their gray ex- 
istence, preserve their settled ideas, love 
their children and are connected with 
the universe by their belief in God. The 
father knows of no ethics in business. 
His experience tells him that in busi- 
ness either he has to cheat or he will be 
cheated. He is very religious, but his 
religion and business tactics do not co- 
incide. Raphael is painfully surprised 
when he discovers his father's sharp 
practices. He later tells him that he 
lias lost all respect for him and sympa- 
thy with his blindness, and decides to 
leave the house. 

The drama then is woven around 
Raphael's intention to marry the Chris- 
tian maid of his father, but the cleav- 
age is much deeper. The son looks be- 
yond the narrow life of his family. He 
hopes, like all Jewish reformers of his 
type, to realize his ideal life outside 
the Jewish community. In a scene with 
his father, aunt and a rabbi, he tells 
them that the gates of the ghetto have 
been demolished, but the trenches are 
still maintained by Gentile and by Jew- 
ish hate. When asked where is this 
Jewish hate, he repeats almost verbatim 
the ideas of Eleazar of The Diamond 
City: the chosen people, the kosher 
food, the racial inbreeding, etc. He has 
read about a people who were great in 
power, and won glory in war, but now 
their's is a dead world, and a cemetery 
is not a place for the living. He feels 
the divinity of his time. The idea of 
God has changed, whereas the spirit 
the rabbi represents chains the Jewish 
people and prevents them from step- 
ping forward. He accuses his family 
and the rabbi of having educated him 
to believe in the lies of race and faith. 
He is now neither a Jew or a Chris- 
tian. His God is the communion of the 
new society. 

Through the intrigues of his family 
Raphael is prevented from marrying 
his Christian sweetheart, and she des- 
pairs and commits suicide. Raphael 
leaves for a better world, outside his 
family and the Jewish community. 
(Continued on Page 20) 
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JEWISH EVENTS IN REVIEW 



\Mr. Lyons' comment on the Pales- 
tinian situation was written before 
news of the calling off of the Arab 
strike came in — Editor.) 

BY treaty with the British govern- 
ment embodying the provisions 
of the mandate over Palestine, 
the United States has a direct concern 
in the fulfillment of Britain's obliga- 
tions to secure the establishment in 
F J alestine of a national home for the 
Jewish people. That such treaty may 
be invoked in the United States Sen- 
ate for the purpose of having this gov- 
ernment formally demand the proper 
administration of the mandate is indi- 
cated by a report of United States 
Senators Royal S. Copeland. of New 
York and Warren R. Austin, of Ver- 
mont. This report was the result of 
an unofficial study of conditions in Pa- 
lestine made by them and Senator Dan- 
iel O. Hastings, of Delaware when they 
were in that country recently. 

Pointing to the Arab general strike, 
"with its horrible record of murders 
and destructive acts." and observing 
that Palestine is "in a state of terror," 
these Senators hold Great Britain "re- 
sponsible" for "the intolerable state 
of affairs in Palestine." Their belief 
is that the treaty "is not being admin- 
istered in accordance with its letter 
and spirit" and that our own govern- 
ment "cannot be held blameless until it 
calls sharply to the attention of Great 
Britain our feeling that the mandate is 
not being administered as it should be." 
They suggest that "we remind Great 
Britain of its neglected duty and insist 
upon its performance". 

In Italy, where the Jews are numeri- 
cally an insignificantly small part of 
the entire population, no "Jewish prob- 
lem" may be said to have arisen. Anti- 
Semitism has been virtually non-exis- 
tent, the government having manifested 
a friendly disposition toward the Jews. 
Lately, however, provocative statements 
concerning the Jews have appeared in 
the Italian press. 

In the organ of the Fascist Party in 
Italy the Jews are charged with having 
"intrigued in a thousand ways to gain 
posts in the world of Italian finance, 
economics and schools." While it is 
admitted that the Jews have always 
conducted themselves well, that "they 



By LESTER LYONS 

have always paid their debts, obeyed 
the laws and discharged the duties of 
war," the accusation is made that "thev 
maintain an attitude which might a- 
rouse certain .suspicious." The Jews 
are asked to "demonstrate in some tan- 
gible way that they desire to break- 
away from all the rest of the Jews in 
the world, who.se ideal is the triumph 
of the Jewish internationale," and to 
furnish "mathematical proof they are 
first Fascists and then Jews." 

If these charges did not seem to bear 
the stamp of official approval thev 
might be lightly dismissed. From au- 
thoritative Italian sources, however, 
comes the assurance that they in no 
way represent official opinion. 
* * * 

From Poland, where the condition 
of the three and one-half million lews 
is indescribably wretched, and where 
the government itself participates in 
an anti-Jewish economic boycott, offi- 
cial suggestion has been made to the 
League of Nations of the "imperious 
necessity of finding" additional outlets 
"for the immense reservoir of the Jew- 
ish population in Central and Eastern 
Europe." The Polish delegate de- 
clared that Palestine must continue to 
be the main outlet but that there was 
a need to supplement it. He stated that 
"Poland's over-population creates a 
need for new emigration outlets for 
the Jewish masses, whose economic 
structure makes it difficult to integrate 
them in Poland's contemporary social 
evolution." and that the government 
would support such emigration. 

The conclusion that this- proposition 
might be anti-Semitic seems to be ne- 
gated by word from Polish-Jewish 
circles that they also favor it. Recent- 
ly, negotiations took place between the 
leader of the Revisionist Zionist move- 
ment, Vladimir Jabotvnski. and Polish 
Foreign Minister Beck with regard to 
a plan for the settlement of Polish 
Jews in Palestine at the rate of 75,000 
yearly. No definite plan, however, has 
yet been submitted to the League with 
respect to finding suitable outlets for 
the Polish Jews. 

In this country a campaign has been 
instituted to obtain $500,000 for the 
settlement of 1000 European Jewish 
families in the all-Jewish territory of 
Biro-Rid jan, Eastern Siberia. It was 



declared by those in charge of the cam 
paign that steps would be immediately 
taken to obtain from the Russian gov- 
ernment permission to settle a second 
quota of an additional one thousand 
families of non-Russian Jews in that 
area. It is said that remarkable achieve- 
ments have taken place there during 
the past few years. Whereas five years 
ago it was a way-station on the Trans- 
Siberian railroad, now it is a flourish- 
ing city of 16,000 people, with two 
dailies, two theatres, a radio station 
and a college of mining and engineer- 
ing. 

* * * 

The English criminal libel prosecu- 
tion mentioned in these columns last 
month as pending against the editor 
and the printer of "The Fascist", a vio- 
lently anti-Semitic newspaper, has since 
terminated successfully for the Crown. 
The defendants, who had published an 



112,000 Less Jews hi Germany 

Between the beginning of 1933 and July 
1, 1936, the Jewish population of Germany 
decreased from approximately 517,000 
persons to about 405,000, according to 
figures sent by Dr. Michael Traub of 
Berlin, director of the Palestine Foun- 
dation Fund of Germany, to the United 
Palestine Appeal and made public yes- 
terday by the latter group. 



accusation of ritual murder and other 
propaganda against the Jews, were 
found guilty on the charges that they 
had printed and published libelous 
statements so as to effect a public mis- 
chief, and that they had conspired to- 
gether and with others unknown to 
print and publish libelous and scanda- 
lous statements concerning the Jews. 
The editor, Arnold Spencer Leese. was 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment 
at Old Bailey, and the printer, Walter 
Whitehead, was fined £20 and ordered 
imprisoned until the fine was paid. 

In passing - judgment. Mr. Justice 
Greaves-Lord said that the defendants' 
statements "prejudiced the lawful and 
customary intercourse existing between 
Jews and non-Jews to the endanger- 
ment of peaceful relations". He was 
"satisfied that nothing can be more mis- 
chievous to the public" than the "stuff" 
circulated by defendants. Lest it be 
(Continued on next Page) 
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thought that the conviction represents 
the moral and legal sense of merely one 
individual, the judge, it should be ob- 
served that the verdict of guilt was 
rendered by a jury of the defendants' 
peers. 

This has been regarded as a test 
case, and the result may be to increase 
the opportunities for the prosecution 
and conviction of irresponsible dissemi- 
nators of scurrilous and vicious anti- 
Semitic propaganda. 

* # * 

By appeal to legislative bodies, ad- 
ditional efforts have been made to fa- 
cilitate the outlawing and punishing of 
those who spread feelings of ill-will 
between groups. Thus, signatures are 
being obtained to a petition to be sub- 
mitted to the Illinois Legislature asking 
for legislation penalizing "groups or 
persons promulgating hatred against 
any race, creed, or sect within the com- 
munity." The legislation sought is pat- 
terned on a bill introduced last year in 
the Legislature of New York, and on 
laws enacted within the near past in 
New Jersey and elsewhere. 

Legislation of this character indubit- 
ably has a worthy motive but the im- 
plications extend far beyond the pur- 
poses in the mind of the sponsors. In- 
tended usually to combat Nazi or Fas- 
cist anti-Semitic propaganda, such leg- 
islation can also be utilized to stifle 
defensive discussion or counter-propa- 
ganda. Even if wisely applied such 
laws can become potent instruments 
for the suppression of the kind of pub- 
lications or controversies ordinarily re- 
garded as being within the domain of 
legitimate free speech or a free press. 
For that reason we find the press as- 
serting that "the safest, as well as the 
most effective, defense against the pre- 
verse anti-Semitic menace is not sup- 
pression but exposure for the wretched 
stuff that it is." 

* * * 

The Olympics out of the way, Nazi 
leaders were free at their party con- 
gress in Nuremberg last month to dis- 
play again undisguisedly and unreserv- 
edly their feelings toward the Jews. 
Tinctured by a venom more poisonous 
than recently employed, their darts 
were hurled not merely against the 
helpless and abused Jews in their own 
country but against Jews throughout 
the world. Their attacks were a direct 
affront to those nations with whom 
they are diplomatically friendly, and 
where places of high official position 
are occupied by Jews. 



Playing host to a considerable num- 
ber of anti-Semitic foreigners, inclu- 
ding writers for anti-Semitic papers in 
Kurope and America, their notorious 
Julius Streicher utilized the congress 
as an opportunity to further his plans 
fur an international, not simply a Ger- 
man, campaign against Jews. Making 
it clear that he was offering suggest- 
ions for the solution of a "world prob- 
lem", he declared that if an effective 
solution was to be reached "one must 
go the bloody path" with respect to the 
Jews. "To secure the safety of the 
whole world" he said "they must be 
exterminated." 

In the eyes of the Nazi orators every 
jew was a communist and "only Jews 
could have perpetrated the Bolshevistic 
cruelties." In their view communism 
could be destroyed only by the wiping 
out of Jewry. 

That their own official statistics be- 
lied their charges was no impediment 



15,000 Jews in Biro-Bid jan 

"Of the present population of 50,000 
mi Biro-Bidjan, 15,000 are Jews. Immigra- 
tion of Jews there started in 1928, but a 
planned and controlled settlement began 
only in 1932, when government authori- 
ties took the matter into their hands. The 
greatest part of the immigrants who came 
in 1928 left the country, since it was not 
prepared for their settlement. Hut, after 
l')32, hardly any of those who immigra- 
ted have left Biro-Hidjan. Many of the 
settlers have already taken over their 
families and relatives. 

— Adolph Held 



to their fanatical denunciations. Of 
what importance was it for them to 
refer to their official figures showing 
that only one Jew was among the sev- 
enty Communist Deputies in the Reich- 
stag in 1930, that among the 81 Com- 
munist Deputies in 1933 not a single 
Jew was included? Of what matter 
that while only 300,000 German Jews 
were eligible to vote, 600,000 commu- 
nist votes had been cast in their elec- 
tion? What difference would it make 
that only two of the 36 commissars now 
consitutiug the Soviet government are 
Jews, or that a large percentage of the 
Jews in Russia are tradespeople, mem- 
bers of the class most violently at- 
tacked by the Holsheviki and having 
the most to lose from communism? Of 
what consequence the clear statements 
frequently made by Jewry in connec- 
tion with communism, statements sim- 
ilar to those made at the very time of 
the holding of the Nazi congress by 
the Central Conference of American 



Rabbis, which declared; "We are op- 
posed without reservation or equivoca- 
tion both to the method of Communism 
and to the regimentation of Fascism" : 

1 f good can come from evil, perhaps 
the only good thing resulting from the 
Nazi fulniinations and persecutions is 
the opportunities they afford to respon- 
sible self-respecting Gentiles every- 
where to spring to the aid of the Jews 
and to display in clearer relief their 
manifestations of good-will to the Jews. 

Thus, immediately following, and 
perhaps a consequence of the Nazi 
Congress, was the convening in Paris 
of the International Conference against 
Race Prejudice. Attended by 200 del- 
egates from 20 countries the confer- 
ence decided to hold a world congress 
in 1937 to combat anti-Semitism. This 
organization is sponsored by leading 
authors, statesmen and other public 
figures throughout the world, including 
Roger Baldwin, President of the A- 
merican Civil Liberties Union, Hein- 
rich Mann and Arnold Zweig, distin- 
guished German novelists, Romaiu 
Rolland, Andre Gide, eminent French 
authors, and Lord Marley of Great 
Britain. 

In this country, simultaneously with 
the holding of the Nazi congress. Pres- 
ident James Bryant Conant of Har- 
vard University took direct issue with 
the Nazi philosophy of racial distinc- 
tions. Greeting 554 representatives of 
502 universities throughout the world, 
including the Hebrew University of Pa- 
lestine, at the celebration of the 300th 
anniversary of the founding of Har- 
vard, President Conant declared that 
■'the spirit of man must be held aloft 
by sturdy hands of every race." 

Of the 62 honorary degrees confer- 
red at this celebration 6 were received 
by Jews noted over the world for their 
scholarship. These were Dr. Louis 
Ginzberg, professor of Talmud at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary of Amer- 
ica; Adolph Goldschmidt, former pro- 
fessor of the history of art at the Uni- 
versity of Berlin; Charles Gustavo 
Jung, Swiss authority on psychology ; 
Dr. Tullio Levi-Cevita, professor of 
mathematics at the University of 
Rome; Dr. Karl Landsteiner of the 
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Re- 
search; and Dr. Otto Warburg of 
Germany, psychologist. 

Dr. Albert Einstein, who had been 
invited to the celebration, could not at- 
tend because of his wife's illness. 

(Continued on Page 23) 
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THE DEATH OF MARIAMNE 



By JACOB S. MINKIN 



(The following narrative of the killing 
of the queen, Mariamne, is taken from 
Jacob S. Minkin's "Herod" recently 
published by MacMillan, a biography 
which vividly recreates the career of 
the notorious Judean King and probes 
his complex character. Rabbi Minkin 
achieved distinction a year ago with 
his book on Chasidism.) 

WHAT should have been Her- 
od's zenith of power was his 
deepest misery. No hero ever 
returned to his country with spoils as 
rich as his, to hud his people, his very 
household, so sullen and ungrateful. 
'There were no welcoming crowds, no 
cheering voices, no hands raised in sa- 
lute, no smiling faces, no city bedecked 
with gay colors : regret rather than 
gratitude was the feeling of his coun- 
trymen at his home-coming. Faces cold 
and hard, hearts stony and unmoved 
were the reward he received for all the 
benefits he had brought back with him 
from Csesar. It is not surprising that 
embitterment seared his soul, and that, 
had he a choice in the matter, he would 
have preferred the pettiest throne to 
the ancient kingdom of Judea. 

Every day fresh miseries kept on 
multiplying for the king. It came from 
quarters where he had a right to expect 
love and understanding. His relations 
with the queen had been badly shaken. 
She had much to complain of — jeal- 
ousy, mistrust, her brother's death, her 
grandfather's execution, and — the 
crowning outrage — his design on her 
life. Mariamne failed to apprehend 
that, underneath his selfish, savage na- 
ture, there was a love for her that was 
true and deep. All the more tender 
and genuine was that love because it 
came from a heart that was conscious 
of its guilt toward her. His pride, his 
vanity, his success with Cresar was 
longing for expression. He was anxi- 
ous to recount to her, word for word, 
all that had transpired between Octa- 
vius and himself ; how the prince of a 
petty kingdom had succeeded in out- 
maneuvering the most powerful Ro- 
man ; how he had spoken to him as king 
to king, without quailing; how Cajsar 
had given him his and, set him by his 
side, called for wine and addressed him 
as friend and ally. Herod was proud 
of his achievement, as any man might 
be, and was eager to share his happi- 
ness with the only person he really 
loved. 



Mariamne pitilessly spurned him. 
She welcomed him with coldness. After 
all that had passed, how could she re- 
ceive him differently? She was too 
noble a woman to stoop to deceit. She, 
a true Hasmonean, could not dissem- 
ble, not even in the face of danger or 
death itself. Not the slightest sign of 
recognition of their former love illum- 
ined her face. She had much to re- 
member and had forgotten nothing. She 
scorned his love instead of encouraging 
it. She poured out all her grievances 
against him in a hot, steady stream. 
She confronted him with her imprison- 
ment in the Alexandrian fortress, with 
the contemptuous treatment of his sis- 
ter and mother, and his command to 
slay her. 

Herod was shocked to desperation. 
He tore his hair, he wrung his hands 
and howled like a wolf caught in a 
trap. His wretchedness almost killed 
him. He was half-suitor, half-king 
and found himself outraged in both. 
He was denied Marianne's lips, her 
touch, his very company was abomina- 
tion to her. 

Salome saw what was going on in 
her brother's mind, and took care that 
his madness should not pass. She dark- 
ly hinted at the queen's secret meetings 
with Sohemus (the queen's chamber- 
lain) and the conversations between 
them which no one was allowed to over- 
hear. What could those conversations 
have been if not what the king had fear- 
ed most? There were no secrets in the 
royal household where almost every 
room communicated and every rustle 
drew a spying glance. Salome did not 
find it difficult to discover witnesses of 
these secret meetings and their criminal 
conversations. The torture was applied 
to court chamberlains and they confess- 
ed under pain everything they knew, 
and a great deal more. The king, whose 
mind was now scorched with fury, had 
Sohemus executed, and with him a 
number of servants who were suspect- 
ed of complicity with the queen's cham- 
berlain. 

Sohemus' fate would have befallen 
Mariamne also ; but the king could not 
bring himself to crush the flower that 
he loved with such passion. But daily 
wicked Salome was dinning into his 
ear, "You must kill her." When the 
king hesitated, when he was terrified 



by the very thought of Mariamne's 
death, Salome confronted him with his 
wife's alleged indiscretions, with her 
outrageous attitude to himself, and her 
arrogant swagger to his, the king's fa- 
mily. Daily, hourly, whenever she was 
admitted into his presence, was the at- 
tack kept up without stop or let up. 
But still the king hesitated. The man 
who had shed much blood could not 
bring himself to stain his hands in the 
most precious blood of his whole king- 
dom. 

To complete the chain of circum- 
stances which finally sent Mariamne 
to her doom, Salome devised the most 
vicious and diabolical scheme of which 
she was capable. Herod suspected trea- 
son in everybody. Everywhere he ap- 
prehended daggers aimed at his breast. 
His capital was strongly fortified; his 
palace was more of an 'arsenal than a 
house; behind every wall he saw an 
assassin, or. at least, he imagined he 
saw; and when he went to sleep, he 
had his servants search under the bed 
for cutthroats. But death by poison 
was what the king dreaded most. It 
was the invisible weapon that spread a 
terror over his life. How little one can 
guard himself against it! He knew the 
subtle effect of the drug, and how un- 
suspectingly one may fall victim to it. 
He had seen his father swept away by 
the deadly power of a drug and he' was 
afraid of a similar fate. Never would 
he touch his food or drink his wine 
before his most trusted servants tasted 
the dishes for the possible presence of 
poison. 

A devilish scheme occurred to Sa- 
lome. There was no other way of rous- 
ing Herod against the queen than by 
implicating her in a poison plot. Hi's 
vengeance would then be swift and 
sure. The king enjoyed his daily glass 
of wine. Mariamne herself was in the 
habit of preparing it, and she would 
either bring it herself or send it by a 
trusted servant. Salome, however, had 
the servant bribed and mixed a strong, 
deadly poison with the wine. When it 
was taken to the king, and he tasted it, 
the wine had a strange aromatic savor. 
It was not like the drink that came 
daily from the queen's hands. His 
suspicion was immediately aroused, 
but before breathing it to anyone, he 
{Continued on next Payc) 
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sent for a prisoner condemned to die 
and had him drink from the contents 
of the cup. The unfortunate victim 
had no sooner emptied the glass than he 
fell to the floor dead. 

Attempted assassination ot the king 
was now added to Mariamne's other 
suspected disloyalties. There was poi- 
son in the king's cup. Of this there 
could he no question. But still deadlier 
was the poison that was dropped into 
the king's brain. Herod begged Mari- 
anme to explain, to attempt to vindi- 
cate herself, to declare her innocence, 
to but speak the word and all would be 
forgiven, for his heart still yearned for 
her. One word from her would have 
outweighed all the accusations of Sa- 
lome. Mariamne, however, stared in 
confusion but would not speak. The 
very suspicion of her guilt made her 
heart cold and stony. She was weary 
of life, ready to die without fear or 
regret. To be accused of this, to be 
spoken of in the same breath with com- 
mon assassins, was the most painful 
insult to a daughter of the Maccabees. 
Every appeal of the king was met by 
her in sullen silence. Her love was 
dead; she could not change. She was 
ready to meet her last hour with cour- 
age and determination as became a 
daughter of the Hasmoneans. She had 
seen many of her line die upon the 
scaffold and shrank not from the same 
fate. The king ordered a trial, but the 
verdict could be none other than death, 
for Mariamne still refused to speak and 
declare her innocence. 

The king might have ordered the ex- 
ecution ot Mariamne without the bene- 
fit of a formal trial. Her guilt was 
established ; the evidence was indisput- 
able and the suspected victim herself 
made no attempt to disown her guilt. 
But no such summary punishment 
could be inflicted upon Mariamne, for 
she was not only the king's partner on 
the throne but perhaps the most fondly 
loved member of Herod's family. Her 
Maccabean associations were the only 
bright spot many saw on the throne of 
the king of Judea. To dispatch her to 
death like a common criminal would be 
arousing the anger, possibly rebellion, 
of his subjects, with consequences Her- 
od dared not contemplate. Despite all 
that had transpired the king's heart 
still clung to her. Although fearing her 
guilt, tempted perhaps by her mother, 
or her own grievances against him, he 
nevertheless hoped for her vindication. 
Although silent now, she might be in- 
duced to speak in the presence of her 
judges. She might then reveal her 



storv and establish her innocence. It 
was a desperate hope, the mere shadow 
of a chance of seeing his queen re- 
stored to him, but llerod in his exas- 
peration clung to it. He, therefore, 
ordered Mariamne to be tried, but she 
faced her judges even more silent and 
stony than before. It irked her, it 
wounded her pride that such suspicion 
should be attached to her, but she said 
nothing. She was indifferent to her 
fate, and was willing, even anxious to 
die. Under such circumstances, there 
could be no other sentence than death. 

Still, the king wavered. The love for 
his queen rose before him. He could 
see her in a thousand forms, her loveli- 
ness, her charm, the first ripening of 
their affection, her children, the fruit 
ot her flesh and their common love. At 
the very hour of her condemnation his 
love for her mounted to insuperable 
passion. To kill her, to turn to clay 
these clinging arms ; to fling to earth 
these limbs he adored — the very thought 
terrified him. He refused to pronounce 
the fatal word. Not from the lips that 
had kissed her lips could her death 
sentence pass. Perhaps a miracle would 
happen that would dispel this night- 
mare. Mariamne was in prison; there 
was a continual delivery of the king's 
messages to her, but never was a word 
softened by love carried back to him. 

In the meantime, the tumult outside 
the palace was uproarious. The news 
of the popular prisoner filled the pop- 
ulace of Jerusalem with rebellious fur)". 
They stormed the gates of the palace, 
and would have broken through the 
guard that was stationed at the doors 
were it not that they were repulsed with 
spears and naked swords. The king 
was told of what was happening. Sud- 
den danger stung him to madness. 
"She must die" was the fatal words 
that was dinned into his ears now not 
only by Salome, but also by the men 
who feared the utmost consequences 
from the anger of the mob. Mariamne's 
execution, it was argued, would terrify 
the king's enemies and hold his sub- 
jects down. Torn between fright and 
despair, Herod gave his consent, but in 
that moment he grew older far beyond 
his years. It was thus that the most 
beautiful woman in Judea. the Hasmo- 
nean princess, the joy and pride of her 
people, was led to her execution, a des- 
tiny that pursued almost all the mem- 
bers of her ancient line. 

Herod had no sooner obeyed his 
blind impulse and slain Mariamne then 
days of terrible remorse followed. The 
flower he had crushed pricked his hand 



with its thorn, and the ]X)ison went to 
his brain, lie had killed the thing he 
loved. The executioner's axe quenched 
the only fire that had warmed his heart 
and his life was made desolate. After 
her death, his mad love for his queen 
was revived, and it gave him no rest, 
lie wept, he shrieked, he tore his hair, 
and the palace halls resounded with his 
sighs and groans. The injury he had 
inflicted upon his queen and the sting 
of remorse that followed was height- 
ened to madness by the unspeakable 
misery of his self-inflicted bereavement. 
His great passion lor Mariamne re- 
turned with such a storm into his soul 
this his reason as well as his health 
was shattered. The lack of reason in 
his wild behavior suggested some men- 
tal malady, perhaps an affection of the 
brain, which now laid hold on him. He 
could not conceive Mariamne dead. No 
man dared to breathe the word of her 
death to him. He fancied his queen 
still alive. In his delirium he went 
through all the motions of his love for 
her. As though still in the flesh, he 
held out his arms to her, embraced the 
shadows, kissed the air, spoke to her, 
called to her, sent messages to her, 
gave orders for her to be called to his 
presence . . . 

The palace became the most dismal 
place in all Judea — a haunted house 
where ghosts and spirits stalked in the 
shape of human forms. His servants 
dreaded to cheer or comfort him. Mu- 
sic and dancing were tried to divert 
his mind and dispel the gloom that fell 
upon his house, but they fell upon deaf 
ears. He, Herod the Terrible, was 
coddled like a child to keep the reality 
of his wife's death from his mind. He 
had hours of quiet, when he moved 
about with his customary hardness and 
elegance, but his delirium would soon 
return. It became difficult to manage 
the king; he was morose, gloomy and 
melancholy. His temper was violent 
and it was difficult to tell wdiere and 
whom he would strike next. His most 
intimate friends were not safe, and 
even his mother and sister trembled in 
his presence. Only blood would now 
satisfy him, as though it could wash 
from his hands the stain of his wife's 
murder. Jerusalem, his capital, became 
a city of gallows and scaffolds and the 
palace a prison wdiere the torture of 
victims could be heard in the struggle 
of their agonies. The remorse that be- 
fell the king also overtook Salome, that 
monster-woman of the palace who forg- 
ed the axe that severed the queen's fair 
head. Bitterly did she now atone for 
her deed. 
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THE BIBLE AND ITS CRITICS 



THE views expressed heretofore 
present Genesis as a divinely in- 
spired work. But there are also 
the views of modern Biblical scholars 
who regard the Scriptures as the work 
of man. Accordingly, they examine 
minutely every word and phrase and 
attempt to show that the Pentateuch is 
not the work of one author, Moses, 
the servant of God, but is the composite 
work of many men of different periods, 
with a final redaction and canonization. 

Here we must be careful to note the 
attitude of the writer on the subject. 
In some cases it is actuated by a desire 
to study the Bible scientifically, to 
point out literary differences and differ- 
ences of style and ideal which may 
shed light on the period of composition 
and authorship. While we may not en- 
tirely agree with the conclusions, yet 
this type of work is valuable, for it 
enables us to understand the Bible 
better. 

But, very often, some of these au- 
thors are not actuated by motives of 
pure scholarship. Their object is to 
discredit the Jew and to point out that 
his greatest contribution to world's 
civilization, the Bible, is not his but 
borrowed from other ancient peoples. 
Thus they will tell us that the account 
of creation and cosmogony are to be 
found in similar works of ancient peo- 
ples. The Story of the Flood, they say, 
is taken from the Babylonians, the 
legal portions of the Bible are derived 
from the Code of Hammurabi, and so 
on. Thus, Wellhausen's work is full 
of venom against Judaism. He and 
many other scholars accuse us openly 
of spiritual larceny. As Carlyle, in one 
of his anti-Semitic fits, exclaims: "The 
Jews are always dealing in old clothes 
spiritual or material." This Higher 
Criticism, as it is often referred to, is, 
as Dr. Schechter happily put it, "High- 
er Anti-Semitism which burns the soul 
though it leaves the body unhurt." 
(Seminary Addresses p. 36). We shall 
attempt to give briefly some of the ar- 
guments of Biblical criticism and to 
see how far their conclusions may be 
accepted. 

The Assyro-Babylonian mythology 
tells how, before what we call earth or 
heaven had come into being, there ex- 
isted a primeval watery chaos, Tiamat, 
out of which the gods were evolved. 
To quote : 

"When, in the height, heaven was not 
yet named, 



By LOUIS HAMMER 



And the earth beneath did not bear a 
name. 

And the primeval Apsu (the Abyss), 
their begetter, 

And Chaos (Tiamat), the mother of 
them both, 

Their waters were mingled together. 
Then were created the gods in the 
midst of heaven." 

Apsu, the Abyss, disturbed at find- 
ing his domain invaded by the new 
gods, induced Tiamat and Chaos to 
join him in contesting their supremacy ; 
he was, however, subdued by the cun- 
ning of Ea, and Tiamat, left to carry 
on the struggle alone, provides herself 
with a brood of hideous allies. The 
alarmed gods thereupon appoint Mar- 
duk as their champion. With winds 
and lightnings Marduk advances ; he 
seizes Tiamat in a huge net, and "with 
his merciless ciub he crushes her 
skull". The carcass of the monster he 
splits into two halves, one of which he 
fixts on high, to form a firmament sup- 
porting the waters above it. In the 
same grotesque way, the story contin- 
ues to describe the formation of sun, 
moon, plants and animals and man. 
Many moderns feign to believe that 
this is the source from which Genesis 
I is taken. But a thorough-going Bible 
critic like the late Dr. Driver admits, 
"It is incredible that the monotheistic 
author of Genesis could have borrowed 
any detail, however slight, from the 
polytheistic epic of the conflict of Mar- 
duk and Tiamat." 

We might also compare the Babylo- 
nian account of the Flood and the other 
stories dealing with primitive history 
and the result would be the same. We 
would invariably find these striking 
differences. 

1. In Genesis there is a negation of 
all deities but one. In all other 
accounts, there is more than one 
deity. Judaism shows a pure con- 
ception of mo)iothcism, while the 
others are all polytlieistic. 

2. In other accounts we find objects 
that oppose the Will of God. In 
the Jewish account all objects 
obey the Will of God. No mon- 
sters are fought or overthrown, 
but all forces of nature are plastic 
and become passive to the Will 
of God. Sun and moon are merely 
thne-keepers, not gods that are 
worshipped. Heavenly bodies are 



demoted and become inanimate 
objects. 

3. The spiritual element is predomi- 
nant. God is represented as differ- 
ent from nature just as personali- 
ty is different from the human 
body with which it is associated. 
God, in Genesis, is absolutely in- 
dependent and not associated with 
matter. If we believe that the sun 
is God when we associate God with 
a physical body. Thus in those 
ancient systems while there may 
be an approach to monotheism in 
that only one god dominates the 
universe, yet it is not the same 
kind of monotheism that is pre- 
sented in Genesis, where God is 
pure Spirit ("And the spirit of 
God hovered" etc.) (1, 2). 
But, if for the sake of argument, we 
concede to the critics that the Scrip- 
tures are not original product of the 
Jew, that we borrowed folk-lore, stor- 
ies, cosmogonies from other ancient 
peoples, w r e could not entirely rob the 
Jew of his spiritual genius. For, while 
the raw material used may have been 
the same, the finisJied product is en- 
tirely different. The Jewish Scriptures 
not only conceive of pure monotheism 
which the others do not, but from this 
starting point they create certain moral 
and spiritual ideals that other ancient 
peoples did not even approximate. 
Thus the Bible tells us "This is the 
book of the generations of man," in 
which humanity is shown to be des- 
cendant from one common ancestor, 
thereby presenting the conception of 
the brotherhood of man and the Fa- 
therhood of God. From this idea there 
grew that Prophetic ideal, "Have we 
not one Father, has not one God cre- 
ated us?" (Malachi 11, 10). Where, 
in any of the ancient writings of other 
peoples, may we find this sublime ideal? 
Or where else can we find the ideal of 
Justice and righteousness developed to 
such a high degree? Yes, in the Code 
of Hammurabi we may find some laws 
protecting the nobles, but where do we 
find the ideal that all human life is 
sacred and created in the image of 
God ? Where can we find the ideals of 
universal peace enunciated as beautiful- 
ly as in Isaiah ? It is the Jewish genius 
which, starting with the raw materials 
that others used, separated the wheat 
(Continued on next Page) 
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from the chaff, drew out the pure gold 
and discarded the dross. The others 
were not able to employ the refining 
process. This great genius of the Jew 
asserted itself also in the later develop- 
ment of his religion. The process of 
spiritualizatiou was continued by the 
Rabbis of the Talmud and ordinary 
actions of life were spiritualized into 
inspiring religious ceremonial. The 
drinking of a glass of wine which to 
others was but a means of indulging 
the appetites, to the Jew became Kid- 
dush or Havdalah. So, too, the Sab- 
bath to the Babylonians was not, as 
among the Jewish people, a day of 
physical rest and spiritual recreation. 
Jt was rather a day of /// omen on 
which all kinds of 'misfortune might 
befall man unless he appeased the an- 
gry gods. So, too, in the story of the 
Flood, as believed by the Babylonians, 
one man is saved because he happens to 
be a favorite, but not because he is a 
righteous man, who merits divine con- 
sideration. The principle of justice, as 
we have indicated previously, is the 
guiding principle in the relations be- 
tween God and man. 

So much for this type of criticism 
which we term Higher Criticism. 

As for the other type of criticism, 
which analyses the text, the language, 
the style, the terminology etc. and on 
these bases concludes that the Bible is 
not the work of Moses but of a num- 
ber of later authors, we cannot enter 
into extended discussion, but we shall 
try to give a few of the salient argu- 
ments. 

These critics tell us that Chapter 1 
of Genesis was not written by the 
same author as Chapter 11. To sub- 
stantiate this argument they point out 
that; 1. The same event is doubly re- 
corded, 2. the language, and frequently 
the representation as well, vary in dif- 
ferent sections. Thus the account of 
the creation of man is recorded differ- 
ently in chapter one and in chapter 
two. The order is different also in 
Chapter 11, being: a) man, b) vege- 
tation, c) animals, d) women. In chap- 
ter one the order is as follows : a) ve- 
getation, b) animals, c) man. There 
are also differences of style. In chap- 
ter 1, the style is unornate, measured, 
precise and particular. Phrases fre- 
quently recur. "It was evening," "it 
was morning, etc." "And the Lord saw 
' that it was good" etc. The actions of 
God are described in chapter two with 
some fulness and picturesqueness of 
detail. The style is freer and more 
varied. Instead of simply "speaking" 
or "creating" as in chapter one, He 



fashions, breathes into man the breath 
of life. He plants, places, takes, sets, 
brings, closes up, builds, etc., and even 
2^'ulks in the Garden (111,8). The re- 
curring phrases are less marked and 
not the same as those in one. These 
critics also point out that in the account 
of the Flood, there are certain diver- 
gencies. In one case Noah is told to 
take seven of each kind. In another, 
only two. The duration of the Flood 
i> also contrastingly represented, and 
there is a difference in the name of 
God used. Whereas in chapter one the 
name for God is EloJiim, in the second 
chapter the term used is Yaweh Elo- 
liim, (the Lord God). Finally, we may 
note that in the first story of creation, 
the author leads up to the institution 
of the Sabbath which suggests an in- 
terest and perhaps even an enthusiasm 
for ritual and religious ceremonial. 
From this the critics conclude that 
chapter one and other passages display- 
ing the same peculiarities of language 
and style belong to a Priestly Code or 
the El'ohistic narrative, while chapter 
two and the parts corresponding to it 
are designated as the Jehovistic or 
Yahwistic narrative. 

While these arguments seem to be 
persuasive and indicative of a composite 
work, yet many Biblical scholars do 
not accept these conclusions. They ex- 
plain away some of these contradic- 
tions. Thus chapter two is regarded by 
them not as a new account of creation 
but as supplementary to chapter one. 
In chapter one there is casual mention 
of the fact that among the things cre- 
ated by the Almighty, was also man. 
But in chapter two the subject is ela- 
borated and we are given the exact ac- 
count of how man and woman were 
created. This detailed history intro- 
duces the next chapter, which speaks 
of the origin of sin. The differences in 
the flood story may also be accounted 
for, by the fact that when the Bible 
states that Noah was told to take two 
of each kind this relates to the unclean 
animals those which could not be used 
for food or sacrifices. 

But even assuming that these Bible 
critics are right in their theory that 
the Bible is the composite work of 
many author*, this would not invali- 
date or detract from the greatness of 
the Bible, for its value i^ inherent and 
intrinsic, and not derived from exter- 
nal form and literary style. It might, 
perhaps, take away the Divine author- 
ity from the Bible and make its laws 
no more binding upon us than the law 
of other nations that are man-made, 
but this would in no way eliminate the 



loftiness and sublimity of the ideals 
there presented. 

Higher Biblical Criticism for a time 
threatened to eclipse the Old Testament 
and take away the universal reverence 
in which it was held. In their scienti- 
fic zeal the "Higher Critics" seemed to 
have overturned what was once re- 
garded as fundamental dogmas. In its 
first stages the work seemed only de- 
structive. The very foundation of 
faith seemed to be shaking. As one 
author puts it, "Sinai appeared to be 
enveloped in a fog, instead of the efful- 
gence of the divine glory". Moses 
seemed to become a vague, unreal fig- 
ure on the distant horizon of history. 
David's voice only faintly echoed 
through the Psalter, and the noblest 
messages of prophet, sage and psalm- 
ist were anonymous". 

But in recent years we have come to 
realize that Biblical Criticism is not 
destructive but very constructive. Its 
studies have shed new light on the Old 
Testament and have given us a better 
understanding not only of its form but 
content as well. Through it we have 
come to appreciate its literary beauty, 
its naturalness, its dignity and its ma- 
jestic authority. Due to it the old 
vagueness and mystery have in part 
disappeared, and instead it is found to 
contain a thousand vital living mes- 
sages for to-day. Through it all God 
speaks with a new clearness and au- 
thority. 

An All Year Around 
Campaign 

• 

THE Membership Committee of the 
Center is always "on the job" en- 
rolling new members in the institution. 

THERE is no special season for cam- 
paigning for members. 

ONE may ioin at any time during the 
year and begin to enioy all the fa- 
cilities of the building and privileges 
of membership from the time of ioin- 
ing. 

ENROLL now as a member of one of 
the finest and most active Jewish 
institutions in the country. 

THE rates are moderate: — 

$50.00 per year per family 

(includes husband, wife and chil- 
dren up to 21 years of age) 

$37.50 per year for Unmarried Mem- 
bers 

$25.00 per year for Girls 
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A New Book That Reveals The Soul Of Palestine 

A Review by DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 



BOOKS by the dozen have been 
written in all languages describ- 
ing in minute detail various as- 
pects of the new Jewish life in the new 
Eretz Israel. But very few of these 
have so caught the vSoul of this new 
life as has a gifted young woman 
named Dorothy Ruth Kahn in her re- 
centlv published book, "Spring Up, O 
Well?'* 

This writer is not interested in fig- 
ures or in calculations, but in life, life 
as she actually finds it in the old Jeru- 
salem and in the new Tel Aviv ; in the 
old established settlements and in the 
newly fashioned Kcvutzot. She her- 
self writes: "I know little of Zionism. 
The history, the politics, the number of 
factories, schools and institutions 
which the Jews have established in Pa- 
lestine, I leave that to one who can 
darken the canva.s with a bolder brush. 
Hut once I saw the face of a Chalutz 
(pioneer) consumed by a prophetic 
fire when he pronounced "Moledet" 
(homeland) on the desolate hill of Tel 
Chai. And once I thought I heard, un- 
der the stuccato tapping of a rivet in 
Tel Aviv, the ecstatic gasp of concep- 
tion and the agonizing groan of birth. 
I know little of Zionism. But I saw a 
Chalutz. I heard a rivet. And thus I 
caught sight of the sea !" 

The book itself represents one of the 
miracles of the Palestine renaissance. 
For Miss Kahn was raised and reared 
in a family altogether assimilated into 
the non-Jewish world in America. Her 
sister was married in an Episcopalian 
Church. She herself recalls a love af- 
fair with a Christian youth. There was 
nothing in her upbringing to give her 
any attachment to Jewish life. As she 
herself strikingly observes : "I was 
conscious of not being a Gentile before 
1 was conscious of being a Jew." But 
Palestine achieves the miraculous. Vis- 
iting the land, she is caught by the 
winds of the new life. She suddenly 
finds herself, and Jewish life becomes 
for her full of meaning, beauty and 
love. On every page of this remarkable 
book one senses this extraordinary ap- 
preciation of all that is happening in 
the new land. 

The writer makes Palestine live be- 
fore your very eyes, and succeeds in 
holding you entranced while she un- 
folds the entire panorama before you. 



The reader is enraptured by the story, 
just as he would be were he fortunate 
enough to behold this life with his own 
eyes. 

And the style of the book seems to 
be in consonance with the vibrant 
scene that she describes. Listen to her 
description of her early youth, as far 
as Jewish education is concerned : "The 
Sunday School of an ultra-reformed 
Temple and more of the patchwork- 
quilt. Assimilated teachers giving as- 
similated children just enough instruc- 
tion to disturb their well-ordered as- 
similation and no defence with which 
to meet possible questioning of that 
assimilation by the outside world." 
] low well she describes the years 1925- 
1926 in American Jewish life: "Men 



We are happy to announce that the 
Center Library is scheduled to open 
shortly for public use. The library, 
which is situated on the third floor of 
our building, contains a large number 
of books of Jewish interest in Hebrew, 
English and Yiddish. In addition there 
are many copies of the books which 
were included in the notorious bonfire 
sponsored by the present German gov- 
ernment on May 10, 1933. This li- 
brary of Nazi -banned books was inau- 
gurated in our building on December 
22, 1934 at a dinner which was attend- 
ed by Prof. Albert Einstein and other 
notables. 



coining money with one hand and 
thumbing their noses at reason with 
the other." 

Here is a book that this reviewer 
would make compulsory reading for 
every Zionist, for every Hadassahite 
— young and old — because it will 
give them the happy feeling of know- 
ing that the}' are working for a 
cause worth while. And this reviewer 
would like to see all Jews, even the 
most indifferent, glance at some of 
its pages, because he is certain that 
once they read a few lines they will 
be caught by its charm and not rest 
content until they read to the last line. 

* "Spring Up, O Well", by Dorothy Ruth Kahn. 
With an introduction by Henry W. Nevinson. 
Henry Holt and Co., New York. 



The Library Committee, headed by 
Rabbi Louis Hammer, will welcome 
the cooperation of members of the Cen- 
ter who are in a position to volunteer 
their services in promoting the inter- 
ests of this department. The commit- 
tee also appeals for donations of books 
to be included in the library. These 
may be contributed in memory of some 
beloved member of the family or to 
mark a happy event in the life of any 
of our members and friends. You may 
communicate with Rabbi Levinthal. 
Rabbi Hammer or our Administrative 
Director, Mr. Joseph Goldberg. 



— ANNOUNCING A MONSTER BENEFIT CONCERT — 

Arranged by the 

BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 



at the 

METROPOLITAN 
OPERA HOUSE 

— Sunday Evening, March 14, 1937 — 

Reserve the Date! 



This concert will be held 
to raise funds for the Cen- 
ter and obviate the neces- 
sity of arranging the usual 
Bazaar conducted annual- 
ly by our Sisterhood. 



— Watch For Further Details — 



CENTER LIBRARY TO OPEN SHORTLY 
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BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER ACTIVITIES 



LATE FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICES TO 
BEGIN OCTOBER 30th 

Our late Friday night lecture and 
musical services, which has become 
such a popular part in the work ot our 
institution, will be resumed for this 
season on Friday evening, October 30, 
at 8 :30 o'clock sharp. 

Rabbi Levinthal is happy to an- 
nounce that at this service we shall 
have a report of the first World Jew- 
ish Congress that recently took place 
in Geneva, Switzerland, by men who 
attended the Congress and were active 
in its deliberations. Air. Abraham 
Goldberg, the well-known publicist and 
orator and Mr. Louis J. Gribetz of our 
own ranks who attended the Congress 
representing the Brooklyn Jewish com- 
munity will be the speakers and will 
give us their impressions of the signi- 
ficance of this historic meeting. 

We feel confident that many of the 
members and their families will attend. 
Rabbi Levinthal will preside at the 
Services and Rev. Kantor will lead in 
congregational singing. 



NATHALIA CRANE, AMERICAN 
POETESS, TO SPEAK AT CENTER 
FORUM, NOVEMBER 2nd 

At our Forum on Monday evening, 
November 2nd, we shall have with us 
Miss Nathalia Crane, the famous 
Brooklyn poetess, whose book of verse 
"The Janitor's Boy" published at the 
age of nine caused considerable stir in 
the literary world of this country. 

Her lecture is entitled "The Pro- 
vince of Poetry", following which she 
will recite several selections from her 
own poetry. Miss Crane is the author 
of six books of poetry among them 
"Lava Lane", "Swear by the Night", 
"Venus Invisablc", etc. She has re- 
cently published two books of prose, 
"An Alien from Heaven" and "The 
Sunken Garden". 

Admission will be free to members 
of the Center and 25 cents to non- 
members. 



THIS SEASON'S COURSE LECTURES 

Under the joint auspices of the 
Forum and Education Committee and 
the W. P. A. Adult Program of the 
Board of Education, a number of 
course lectures will be delivered in our 
building throughout the season. 



The first series will deal with the 
problems of psychology. This course 
will be given in our dining room on 
Wednesday evenings beginning with the 
first Wednesday in November. Another 
class, in Public Speaking, will meet in 
the Social Room on Wednesday, No- 
vember 4th, at 8:30 o'clock and on 
Wednesday evenings thereafter. 

In addition, the Center is arranging 
course lectures to be given every Wed- 
nesday afternoon throughout the sea- 
son. The first group of lectures will 
deal with the problems of child psy- 
chology. The opening lecture of the 
course will be delivered on Wednes- 
day, November 4th. .Admission to all 
these courses and classes will be free 
to members as well as' non-members. 



INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES FOR 
ADULTS COMMENCES FOURTH 
SEASON 

The fourth season of our Institute 
of Jewish Studies for Adults opened 
with a special convocation of students 
on Monday evening, October 5th. An 
interesting address on "Jews and Ju- 
daism in Soviet Russia" was delivered 
by Rabbi Ben Zion Bokser, rabbi of 
the Jewish Center in Forest Hills. The 
institute will continue the classes given 
last year and in addition a course will 
be offered on Modern Palestine by Mr. 
M. Revusky, foreign editor of the Jew- 
ish Morning Journal and author of the 
notable book "Jews in Palestine". 

The following is a complete schedule 
of the courses, the hours and days on 
which they are given and the teachers 
in charge: Tuesday Nights a 8 o'clock. 
— Religion by Rabbi Isidore Meyer; 
Talmud A by Dr. Michael Higger. 
Tuesday Nights at 9 o'clock — Jewish 
History by Rabbi Meyer; Talmud B 
by Dr. Higger; History of Jewish Lit- 
erature — Mr. Cyrus Levinthal. Wed- 
nesdays at 8 " P. M. — Mr. Re- 
vusky will give the course on Modern 
Palestine. Thursdays at 8 J'. M. — He- 
brew C by Miss Irene Busch; Hebrew 
D — Mr. Benjamin 1 lirsli and Mr. Mor- 
decai llalevi; The Bible as Literature 
by Mr. Louis Gribetz. Thursdays at 
V P. M. — Hebrew A — Miss Betty Un- 
gar and Mrs. Serbin-Beder. Hebrew 
B— Miss Lillie Rubee ; Hebrew E— 
Mr. Emanuel Edelstein. 



HEBREW SCHOOL MAKES NOT- 
ABLE PROGRESS 

We are happy to report to our read- 
ers that the afternoon Hebrew School 
of our Center started this year with a 
most successful enrollment. We have 
a larger registration of pupils this year 
than we have had for the past five or 
six years. In fact there is an increase 
of more than thirty per cent on the 
enrollment last year. There is a keen 
interest being displayed by the children 
of this community in the work of our 
school and if this progress continues 
we shall have a registration of which 
we shall have a right to be proud. 

The school is now arranging a large 
assembly of all children in the school, 
which will be held once a month ; the 
first assembly to take place on Sundav 
morning, November 1st when Rabbi 
Levinthal will address the children. 
Several of the classes will render in- 
teresting programs. 

With the return of Mr. Halevi to 
the staff, the school is now able to have 
more classes and thus take better care 
oi every pupil in our school. 



IMPORTANT INNOVATION AT SAB- 
BATH MORNING SERVICES 

On the first Sabbath morning after 
the holiday season. Rabbi Levinthal 
announced an interesting innovation for 
the services on Sabbath morning. At 
the conclusion of the services before 
the congregation joins in the singing 
of En Keloheuu, Rabbi Levinthal will 
.select one of the beautiful prayers from 
the service and translate it into Eng- 
lish. 

Now that we have a uniform prayer 
book for our service, the worshippers 
will find it very advantageous to have 
a different prayer translated into the 
English language on each Sabbath and 
thus become more familiar with the 
beautiful meaning of the Hebrew- 
words. 



THANKSGIVING DINNER 

The Social and Entertainment Com- 
mittee has arranged for a special 
Thanksgiving Dinner to be served in 
our restaurant on Thursday, November 
26th, from noon to five p. m. A full 
course turkey dinner will be served on 
that day nt $1.25 per person. Early 
reservations are advised. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL OPENS WITH 
LARGE ENROLLMENT 

The Sunday School oi our Center 
began immediately after Rosh llashon- 
ah and we are pleased to report that 
this year we had an increase in our 
teaching staff because of the increase 
in the school enrollment. We now have 
eleven classes. The school is divided 
into a primary department which gives 
special attention to the younger children 
and secondary department which takes 
care of the grown-up children. 

Rabbi Lcvinthal is happy to announce 
that many of the new teachers arc for- 
mer graduates of our own Hebrew 
School and Academy which shows the 
fine results that our Hebrew education 
has produced. Rabbi Levinthal has ap- 
pointed as the head instructor of our 
Sunday School Mr. Gerson Chertoff, a 
student of the Jewish Theological Sem- 
inary who is a graduate of the Teach- 
er's Institute of the Yeshivah Rabbi 
Isaac Elchanon of New York and who 
has just returned from Palestine after 
spending a year studying in the He- 
brew University in Jerusalem. The 
following is a list of our classes and 
teachers : Kindergarten — Miss Toby 
Bronstein ; IstPrimary — Mr. Lawrence- 
Stark; 2nd Primary — Air. Harold Jaf- 
fe. In the Secondary Department: 1st 
Grade — Mr. Irwin Lowenfeld ; 2nd 
Grade — Miss Doris Femberg; 3rd 
Grade— Miss Evelyn Feinberg ; 4th 
Grade — Mr. lrvin Rubin ; 6th Grade — 
Mr. Gerson Chertoff. Rapid Advance 
Department: 1st Grade — Miss Roslyn 
Kramer; 2nd Grade — Miss Gertrude 
Aaronson. Consecration Class — Mrs. 
Helen Levinthal Sukloff. 



HAVE YOUR SUNDAY DINNERS 
AT THE CENTER 

The restaurant of the Center is open 
on Sundays throughout the season from 
noon to 5 p. m. We urge our members 
to arrange to have their Sunday din- 
ners in the Center restaurant. The 
charge for a full course dinner is $1.00 
per person, also a la carte service. 
Whenever possible, please telephone 
the Center office (Pres. 4-1400) and 
place your reservations in advance. 



NEW YEAR'S EVE REVEL 

Center members are urged to plan 
to be with us on New Year's Eve. This 
New Year's Eve Revel promises to be 
the most interesting held in years. Fur- 
ther details regarding price, etc. will 
be announced at a later date. 



SISTERHOOD ADOPTS RESOLUTION 
OF THANKS 

At a recent meeting of the Board ot 
Directors of the Sisterhood of the 
Center, a resolution was unanimously 
adopted to extend to Mr. Hyman 
Aaron, vice-chairman of the Center 
and chairman of the House Commit- 
tee the sincere thanks of the organiza- 
tion for his splendid work in connec- 
tion with the renovations made in the 
prayer room of our building. The or- 
ganization also adopted .a resolution of 
thanks to Mr. Hyman Rachmil for his 
assistance in securing the pews and 
carpeting for the prayer room. 



ZIONIST MEETING OCTOBER 29th 

A regular monthly meeting of the 
Eastern Parkway Zionist District is 
scheduled for Thursday evening, Oc- 
tober 29th, at 8 :30 o'clock. The speak- 
er of the evening will be Rabbi Irving 
Miller of the Far Rockaway Jewish 
Center, president of the Long Island 
Zionist Region and a member of the 
Zionist Executive. Mr. William I. Sie- 
gel will preside. All members of the 
Center and their friends are cordially 
requested to attend. 



SISTERHOOD SPECIAL MEETING 
OCTOBER 27th 

On Tuesday afternoon, October 27, 
at 2 :00 o'clock, the Sisterhood will 
hold a open meeting for the purpose 
of discussing a number of important 
matters. Following the meeting, there 
will be an interesting lecture on "The 
Jew in Modern Literature" by Dr. J. 
Mersand, dramatic editor of the Jew- 
ish Women's Review and chairman of 
Adult Education in Brooklyn. 

All women of the Center and their 
friends arc cordiallv invited to attend. 



MEMBERSHIP ROSTER TO BE 
PUBLISHED ANNUALLY 

Following a decision adopted by 
the Board of Trustees and the Gov- 
erning Board of the Center, a list 
containing the names of all members 
of the institution in good standing 
will be published annually during 
the month of December. 

Members who are in arrears for 
membership dues for the current 
year are therefore requested to make 
remittance as early as possible so 
that their names may be included in 
this roster. All payments should 
reach the Center office not later than 
November 15th. 



CLUB ACTIVITIES 

Maccabees — Sons of Center mem- 
bers 13 to 15 years of age. Meetings 
held on Saturday evenings at 8 o'clock. 

Vi valets — Daughters of Center 
members 13 to 15 years of age. Meet- 
ing night — Saturday at eight o'clock. 

Center Club — Sons and daughters of 
Center members, boys 15 to 18 and 
girls 15 to 17 years of age. 

Girl Scouts - Meetings are held 
every Wednesday evening at 7 o'clock. 

Boy Scouts — 13 to 15 years of age. 
Troop meetings are held on Thursdays 
at 7 P. M. 

Junior League — Membership open 
to girls 17 to 20 years of age and boys 
between the ages of 18 and 21. 

Center Players — Open to adult mem- 
bers and sons and daughters of Center 
members. 

Young Folks League — Meetings are 
held on the third Thursday of each 
month. Membership is open to single 
members and adult sons and daughters 
of Center members. 



GYM NEWS 

The gymnasium and bath department 
seems to be increasing in popularity as 
time goes along. With three of the best 
handball courts in the city we find our 
men continually taking part in this fine 
pastime. Our courts never seem to be 
idle. Regarding our calisthenic class, 
it has again upheld its reputation of a 
week ago. with another fine turn-out. 
Most of those from last Sunday morn- 
ing were repeats of the week before. 
Those of you who as yet didn't get in- 
to the swing of things ought to do so 
now. Start with next Sunday. Join 
in the fun ! In addition, we are now 
ready to continue our swimming in- 
structions for members. Those inter- 
ested may see me in the gymnasium 
and arrangements will be made. 

Samuel Schoenfeld, 

Physical Director 

SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of Candles at 4:50 P. M. 
Friday Evening Services at 5 :00 
P. M. 

Sabbath Morning Services (Parsha 
Lech Lecha) will commence at 8:45 
(/clock. Rabbi Levinthal will preach 
(in the weekly portion of the Torah. 

Mincha Services at 5:00 P. M. 

Class in Ein Yaakob, under the 
leadership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh at 
4:00 P. M. 

DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7:00 and 8:00 
o'clock. 

Mincha Services at 5:00 P. M. 
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APPLICATIONS for MEMBERSHIP 



Abelov, Saul S. 

Married Jewelry 

Res. — 568 Montgomery St. 

Bus. — 9 Maiden Lane 

Proposed by Henry Seinfel and 
S. Farber 
Atlas, Louis 

Married Electrical Engineer 

Res. — 639 Eastern Parkway 

Bus.— 380 Pearl Sreet 

Proposed by Martin M. Goldman 
Behrman, Larry 

Unmarried 

Res. — 1433 President Street 
Bernstein, Melvin 
Unmarried 

Res.— 1503 President St. 

Proposed by Alex Bernstein 
Blacher, Charles 

Married Shoes 

Res. — 760 Montgomery Street 

Bus. — 106 Duane Street 

Proposed by Samuel Stark and 
Abraham Ginsburg 
Bregman, Gertrude 

Unmarried Secretary 

Res.— 2317 Cortelyou Rd. 

Bus. — 34th St. and Broadway 
Edlin, Louis 

Married Draperies & Furniture 

Res. — 756 Nostrand Aye. 

Bus. — 756 Nostrand Aye. 

Proposed by Samuel Koch 
Fabrikant. William 

Unmarried Salesman 

Res. — 412 Elton Street 

Bus. — Woolworth Bldg. 
Fein, George 

Married Tin Can Mfg. 

Res. — 27 Balfour Place 

Bus.— 284 Furman Street 

Proposed by Meyer Rogoff 
Finkel, Pearl 

Unmarried 

Res.— 320 Empire Blvd. 
Bus. — 1 Hanson Place 
Proposed by Mrs. Paul Seiderman 
Goldman, Sidney 
Single 

Res. — 502 Montgomery Street 
Goldman, Seymour 
Single 

Res. — 502 Montgomery Street 
Gottfried. Walter M. 
Unmarried 

Res. — 259 Rutledge Street 
Proposed by Samuel J. Meisel 
Gottlieb, Isidore 

Married Salesman 
Res.— 1025 St. Johns PI. 
Bus.— 132 W. 31st Street 
Proposed by Robert Bank 



Gross, Abraham 

Married Jewelry 
Res. — 605 Montgomery St. 
Proposed by A. Lieberman 

llorwitz, Benjamin 

Single Attorney 

Res.— 1380 Carroll Street 

Bus. — 2 Lafayette Street 

Proposed by Hyman Aaron 
Kops, Sidney . 

Unmarried Auto Financing 

Res. — 1397 Sterling Place 

Bus.— 3010 Hudson Blvd.. Jersey 
City 

Proposed by A. H. Zirn 
Kotimsky, Nathan 

Married Caterer 

Res.— 641 Cleveland St. 

Proposed by Hyman Aaron and 
Joseph Goldberg 
Lipson, Essye 

Unmarried Dental Assistant 

Res.— 105 E. 54th St. 

Bus.— 1038 Park Ave., N. V. 
Lowenthal. A. M. 

Unmarried Attorney 

Res. — 925 Prospect Place 

Bus. — 70 Pine Street 

Proposed by A. Goldenberg 
Meyer, Blanche B. 

Unmarried Stock Brokers 

Res. — 83 Cooper Street 

Bus. — 39 Broadway. N. Y. 

Proposed by H. Siegel 
Meyer, Freda 

Unmarried Saleslady 

Res.— 127 E. 95th Street 

Bus. — 34th St. and Broadway 
Pasner, Samuel 

Married Teacher 

Res,— 1025 St. Johns Place. 

Bus. — 150 Albany Avenue 

Proposed by Sam Schoenfeld 
Rudolph Ruth 

Unmarried Cake Co. 

Res. — 481 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. — 139 Middleton Street 
Schlesinger, Frank 

Unmarried 

Res.— 1025 St. Johns Place 

Proposed by Louis H. Schlesinger 
Schneider, Sol 

Married Certified Public Acct. 

Res.— 305 Linden Blvd. 

Bus.— 122 East 42nd Street 

Proposed by Harry Levy and Max 
Moskowitz 
Schwartz. Lillian 

Unmarried Radio Co. 

Res.— 299 Rockaway Parkway 

Bus. — 254 — 4th Avenue 

Proposed by H. Siegal 



Seiderman. Joe 

Married Mens Clothes 

Res. — 763 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 126 Fifth Avenue 
Proposed by Robert Bank 

Shear, Helen 

Unmarried Teacher 
Res. — 227 Brooklyn Avenue 
Bus. — 157 Wilson Street 
Proposed by H. A. Harrison and 
Bernard L. Spiegel 

TedofT. Samuel R. 

Married Novelty Co. 
Res. — 706 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 2417 Pitkin Avenue 
Proposed by Charles Per man 



The following have applied for rein- 
statement as members of the Center: 

Feinson. Joseph 

Married Attorney 

Res. — 554 Eastern Parkway 

Bus.— 299 Broadway, N. V. C. 
Goldberg, Abe. S. 

Unmarried Silks 

Res.— 1430 Park Place 

Bus.— 40 Wot 39th Street 
Gray. Colman 

U n ma r r i e d La wy e r — C . P . A . 

Res.— 484 Pennsylvania Ave. 

Bus. — 1501 Broadway 
Gross. H. L. 

Married Jeweler 

Res. — 643 Empire Blvd. 

Bus. — 165-03 Jamaica Avenue 
Hertzfeld. S. 

Married Department Store 

Res. — 463 Crown St. 

Bus. — 747 Broadway, Bklyn. 
Kanowitz, Charles 

Married Coats and Suits 

Res.— 240 Crown St. 

Bus.— 205 W. 39th St. 
Levy. Harry 

Married Infants Wear 

Res. — 11 Ludlum Place 

Bus.— 135 W. 36th St. 

Proposed by Max Moskowitz and 
Isador Lowenfeld 
Lubersky. Samuel 

Married Merchant 

Res. — 621 Lefferts Ave. 

Bus.— 621 Lefiferts Ave. 
Manoil, Jack 

Married Toy Mfg. 

Res. — 176 Clarkson Avenue 

Bus. — 54 Bleeker Street, N. Y. 

Proposed by Maurice Rosenwasser 
and Joseph Goldberg 
Zimmerman, M. J. 

Married 

Res. — 535 Parkside Avenue 

Emanuel Grcenberg, Chairman 
Membership Committee 
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P. T. A. CENTER ACADEMY ELECTS 
NEW OFFICERS 

The annual meeting of the Center 
Academy was held on Tuesday evening. 
October 13th. Mr. David Rosenstein, 
acting chairman of the Board of Trus- 
tees, presided. A large number of pa- 
rents attended the meeting and listened 
to interesting reports on the progress 
of the Academy and the plans for the 
current school season. 

The following members of the Board 
of Trustees were elected: Dr. Nathan 
Adler, Harry Cooper, Prof. Maurice 
Finkelstein, Harry Frecdman, Allen 
Germain, Samuel Golden, Max Gold- 
ing, Benjamin A. Levine, Irving Lurie, 
Joseph Lukashok, Mrs. Anna L. Ja- 
coby, Julius Kirsehstein, Dr. Samuel 
Leventhal, Louis Phillips, Herman D. 
Raabin, David Rosenstein, Arthur L. 
Schur, Samuel Weisberg, Frank Zue- 
kerman. Messrs. Moses Ginsberg, Max 
Herzfeld and Henry Seinfel represent 
the Center Board of Trustees on the 
Board of Trustees of the Center A- 
cademy. 

The newly elected officers of the 
Parent-Teachers Association are as 
follows: Air. Aaron L. Jacoby, Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Joseph Lukashok, 1st Vice 
President, Mrs. Frank Zuckerman, 2nd 
Vice President, Mrs. Samuel Leven- 
thal, Treasurer, and Mr. Irving Lurie, 
Secretary. 



A WORD OF THANKS 

The members of the Sisterhood were 
as usual active in decorating the Suc- 
cah on the roof of the Center building. 
They were assisted in this work by the 
children of the Center Academy under 
the guidance of the Hebrew staff. The 
children also had one noon-day meal 
in the Succah following which they 
participated in the singing of Hebrew 
melodies. 

We are grateful to all those who 
helped in this work and who contribu- 
ted the cake, fruit and wine used dur- 
ing the holiday. 



ELECTION NIGHT CELEBRATION 

Under the auspices of the Social and 
Entertainment Committee of which 
Mr. Maurice Bernhardt is chairman, 
an Election Night Function will be held 
in our Auditorium on Tuesday evening, 
November 3rd. at 8:30 o'clock. "Cen- 
ter Amateur Night", will be the feature 
of the evening, A number of Center 
members will participate in the program 
which is arranged by a sub-committee 
headed by Mr. K. Karl Klein. Ad- 
mission will be free to members of the 
Center upon presentation of their 1936 
membership cards. 



SYMPOSIUM ON THE ISSUES OF 
THE CAMPAIGN 

At our Forum next Monday eve- 
ning, October 26th, at 8:30 o'clock, we 
shall have a discussion on the issues of 
the Campaign by leading spokesmen of 
the three major parties namely, the 
Republican, Democratic and Socialist. 
The speakers will be as follows : George 
Gordon Battle for the Democratic 
Party, Captain Charles H. Mc Vey for 
the Republican Party and Jacob Axel- 
rod for the Socialist Party. Admission 
to this .symposium will be free to mem- 
bers and non-members. 



"LIVE AND LAUGH" TO BE PRO- 
DUCED AT THE CENTER 

A full length three-act comedy "Live 
and Laugh" will be produced in Yid- 
dish in our Auditorium on Tuesday 
evening, November 10th, at 8:30 o'- 
clock. Admission will be twenty-five 
cents to all. 



"HISTORY OF BROOKLYN JEWRY" 
TO APPEAR IN JANUARY 

Mr. Samuel P. Abelow's "History 
of Brooklyn Jewry" has been sent to 
the printer. It will appear in January, 
1937. The book will have a fine chap- 
ter on the development of the Brook- 
lyn Jewish Center and its related ac- 
tivities. 
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HERETIC HERMANN HEIJERMANS 

(Continued from Page 8j 



He declares he has duties his family 
cannot understand. What those duties 
are, he does not say. 

In the short story. The Jewish Trick, 
lie takes up the same theme again and 
seems to be puzzled himself. 

A Jewish doctor who is a tree-think- 
er, a man of high culture, unprejudic- 
ed, a believer in the moralizing influ- 
ence of art and beauty, marries a 
Christian girl. She comes from a fa- 
mily where Jew-hating is a tradition. 
Her father has a deadly hatred of the 
Jews because his father had lost money 
with a Jewish banker. The father rights 
the marriage even in court, and when 
despite of all he can do he cannot pre- 
vent it, he banishes his daughter from 
the family. He even does not answer 
to the greeting of his son-in-law when 
he meets him occasionally in the street 
car. 

But the doctor and his wife live 
happily, free from religious entangle- 
ments. They are full of joy in the 
expectation of their first child, but 
when the young woman is ready to 
give birth to the child she becomes ex- 
tremely nervous and wants to see her 
mother. The attending doctor advises 
that her wish be met. The father-in- 
law, however, consents to the mother's 
presence at the confinement only on 
condition that the child shall be bap- 
tized. The young husband consents for 
sake of his wife s health. He is abso- 
lutely sure that his wife will refuse to 
carry out this promise extorted from 
him under the threat of her life. 

After his wife has recovered he re- 
quests her to return to their ideal con- 
ception of education and allow the 
child when he has grown up to decide 
what religion he wants to espouse, if 
he should be at all religious. This re- 
quest leads to a very ugly quarrel with 
his wife and she throws in his face the 
accusation that his demand is nothing 
but "a Jewish trick". The next morn- 
ing the child is baptized. 

There are in this story acute and 
clever observations of how inponder- 
able factors of social life defeat the 
most lofty and ideal strivings. 

Jn slluist'cnts, a dramatic sketch 
which Heijermans staged as an anony- 
mous adaptation from the Russian, he 
raises, with all the power of his dram- 
atic talent, the question whether a Jew 
may, under threat of death, abandon 



his Judaism. J ie does not answer the 
question. 

In a poor Russian Jewish family, 
living in a village somewhere near 
Xijni-Xovgorod, the Sabbath eve seems 
to erase the every-day worries of the 
Jewish existense. But there is fear and 
anxiety because the son who is in the 
city has not yet come home. On that 
day in the city there was a pogrom and 
it is now late in the evening. The fa- 
mily is waiting with the Sabbath sup- 
per, listening anxiously to the howling 
of the snow storm. 

At this time the village priest, on 
his way home, enters the house and in 
conversation tells the family that the 
son was baptized. The family does 
not take him seriously, but when later 
the son returns, the news is confirmed. 

A painful explanation follows. The 
boy tells how the pogrom hooligans 
ran after him like a pack of ferocious 
beasts, how they threw stones at him 
and how he was injured. In deadly 
fear, when running near a church, he 
heard people peacefully praying. He 
thought — is there any difference how 
one worships God ? Then he entered 
the church and accepted baptism. 

The frenzied father heaps maledic- 
tions on his son. Meanwhile a police 
officer comes in and orders the family 
to quit the village, because as Jews 
they had no right to reside there. Only 
the baptized boy is left, together with 
his grandmother, who is insane because 
her husband was killed in another, 
earlier pogrom. 

Heijermans used the realistic me- 
thod for his description of the Jewish 
life, but how different was his attitude 
to the people he described from that 
of the founders of this literary school. 
Literary realism was born in France 
as a reaction from the misleading ro- 
manticism of the time. Lt was an a- 
wakening" of wounded France to the 
realities of life after the disaster of 
1870. That is why the founder of the 
school, Emile Zola, and his followers, 
like Mirbeau. Barbusse. Romain Hol- 
land, and also the unique Anatole France 
were socialists. They hoped that so- 
cialism would reconstruct the national 
life and bring to the French people 
their share in the national culture and 
wealth. The} - expected a brighter and 
safer national life from socialism. On 
the contrary, Heijermans, the socialist, 
the realistic writer, has no other social- 
ist ideal for the Jewish people but ex- 



tinction. He assumes the attitude of a 
prophet, but says through Fleazar. here 
is "a healthy splendid anti-Semite". He 
dislikes the people he describes, and 
through his created characters shows 
but a vague knowledge of Jewish mat- 
ters, an inexcusable lack of understand- 
ing of Judaism, of the struggle of the 
Jewish people for their individual ex- 
istence. 

Whether Heijermans analyzes the 
social position of the Jewish masses, 
the eternal conflict between the old and 
the new generation, intermarriage, or 
the agony of Jew-baiting, he comes to 
the same solution : the desertion of Ju- 
daism. Heijermans, through his char- 
acters, poses as a reformer, but a re- 
former for whom progress and ideal 
society lie outside the Jewish commun- 
ity and Judaism. He is unable to rea- 
lize that the Jewish people is the bearer 
of humanitarian thought in a world 
torn by hatred and imperialism. He 
does not feel the almost cosmic drama 
of the Jewish history. For him Mes- 
siah has come with socialism. His 
characters, like himself, do not even 
suspect that there is a solidarity be- 
tween the past and present generations, 
that there is a duty towards the future 
Jewish generations: the duty to trans- 
fer to them the great and sublime tra- 
ditions of Jewish history. 

There is nothing democratic or so- 
cialistic in Heijermans' philosophy. He 
is a middle-class intellectual, and his 
ideal is that of the Jewish bourgeoisie 
of the nineteenth century. For them 
assimilation was an escape from the 
prejudice against the Jews; for him 
socialism is the same escape. 

This ideology collapsed with the war. 
If a cemetery is not the place for the 
living, death is not an ideal for a people. 

When Heijermans died in 1924 the 
Jewish press reported his death in only 
a few lines. A people remembers those 
who have lived or died for it. 

SISTERHOOD 

Luncheon and Bridge 

WED. AFTERNOON. NOV. 4th 

promptly at 12 noon 

Subscription S2.00 per person 

Tickets of cdmission may be obtained 
from the chairman of the committee, 
Mrs. Albert Witty, or at the Information 
Desk of the Center. 
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LOUIS D. BRANDEIS 

(Continued f 

Dembitz Brandei.s. llis leadership of 
our cause in critical times ; his contri- 
bution of energy and vision ; the influ- 
ence of his example on wavering Jews; 
the power of his name in the non-Jew- 
ish world ; these have been more than 
an army to us. 

It was characteristic of Brandcis that 
even in this sphere of his work the pre- 
dominant trait of his mentality was 
responsible for his participation in the 
Jewish battle. The cause of an oppress- 
ed people is one in which it is so easy 
to be emotional that most usually the 
.stimulus to enlistment is a lyrical mood 
and an electric moment. This was but 
partially true in the case of Brandeis. 

Until 1910 his contact with the Jew- 
ish people had been only occasional 
and had given him no feeling of par- 
ticular identification with, or obligation 
to, them or their problems. In that 
year he served on an arbitration board 
dealing with the Jewish textile trade 
and froln that experience formed im- 
pressions of admiration for the Jews 
with whom he dealt in these perplex- 
ing questions affecting a predominant- 
ly Jewish industry. In 1912 his real 
and lasting interest in Zionism became 
an activating force of his future years. 
For this the Jewish people owe a great 
debt of gratitude to Jacob De Haas, 
who stamped indelibly on Brandeis' at- 
tention and purpose the facts of the 
Jewish situation in the Goluth. These 
facts made him definitely and in terms 
of his own efforts indefatigably a Zion- 
ist. As he had written : "Only a gener- 
ation ago this was a hope merely— a 
wish piously prayed for, but not work- 
ed for. The Zionist movement is ideal- 
istic, but it is also essentially practical''. 

The facts which acted as the cataly- 
tic agent on Brandeis were both nega- 
tive and positive. The first was the? 
"universal and endemic" nature of An- 
ti-Semitism. He recognized that how- 
ever different in different countries 
might be the manifestations and the 
degrees of anti-Semitism, the problem 
which it created was a universal Jew- 
ish problem. The positive fact which 
he made part of his reaction and which 
in addresses of compelling logic and 
M:irring appeal he expounded to the 
Jewish and the non-Jewish world alike 
was that not by a mawkish assimilation 
and not by a concealment of Jewish 
racial and national identity could this 
problem be solved. Only in a militant 



—STATISTICAL IDEALIST 

roiu Page 6) 

Zionism and only by insistence upon 
the creation of a national home for a 
Jewish nationality was the answer to 
be found. Thus he sounded the note 
of Jewish pride and self-respect: 
"While every other people is striving 
for development by asserting its na- 
tionality and a great war is making 
clear the value of small nations, shall 
we voluntarily yield to anti-Semitism 
and instead of solving our problem end 
it by ignoble suicide? Surely this is 
no time for Jews to despair. Let us 
make clear to the world that we too are 
a nationality striving for equal rights, 
for life and to self-expression". We 
must remember in reading these words, 
over twenty years after their delivery, 
how much more profound an effect 
they had under the conditions then ex- 
isting than perhaps they would have 
today ! In our time these sentiments 
are a truism. A generation ago there 
were still Jews to whom such a doc- 
trine was a repudiation of long cher- 
ished belief in the mission of Israel — 
a repudiation of a theory of patriotism 
and an invitation to further, and worse, 
attacks upon Jews the world over. 
Brandeis anticipated and with clear lo- 
gic forestalled these cavilling critics. 
"Let no American imagine that Zion- 
ism is inconsistent with Patriotism. 
Multiple loyalties are objectionable 
only if they are inconsistent — Every 
American Jew who aids in advancing 
the Jewish settlement in Palestine, 
though he feels that neither he nor his 
descendants will ever live there, will 
likewise be a better man and a better 
American for doing so' 1 . 

His subsequent service to Jewry and 
to Zionism have been legion. In the 
war years he addressed meetings 
throughout the country and united Jew- 
ish opinion in support of the proposals 
which were later at the Versailles 
Peace Conference to take form in the 
Mandate. At the Conference his per- 
suasive influence on Balfour played a 
great part in the actual birth of the 
Mandate. Tie served as chairman of 
the Provisional Committee for general 
Zionist affairs. His voice called to- 
gether in Jewish life the captains of 
the tens and the captains of the thous- 
ands and by the force of his personal- 
ity and the completely selfless energy 
of his work, these captains and their 
followers were molded into a unity 
which made the opposition of the few 
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remaining dissidents seem puerile and 
vacuous. 

The miracle of Jewish survival for 
two thousand years in an adverse world 
has been due to the qualities of our 
people and to the ideals which we have 
cherished. Equally, however, a force 
with these has been the emergence in 
time of need of heroic men and wo- 
men, of wise counsellors, and of in- 
spiring exemplars. In a world where 
force would be for the Jew as futile 
as it is wrong, the flame of the Macca- 
bees of necessity was substituted for 
by the counsel of the sages. Perhaps 
it has been the chief contribution to 
civilization of the Jew in the Diaspora 
to prove that use must blunt the edge 



viet Union. For one thing there is this 
hostility towards Hebrew. For this the 
| e wish communists are to blame. Ac- 
cording to them the Jews in Russia 
should use Yiddish, not Hebrew. He- 
brew is considered bourgeois, of the 
old world. Hebrew to them is foul be- 
cause it is connected with God, religi- 
on, etc. 

You thus have an attitude of ani- 
mosity against everything that has to 
do with Hebrew. The only Jewish 
writer known in Russia, aside from a 
few local contemporaries, are Peretz, 
Shalom Aleichem and Mendele Mocher 
Seforim. It is quite pathetic that, hav- 
ing a culture 2000 years old the Rus- 
sian Jews preserve only three writers. 
So far as they are concerned Jewish 
history started in 1917. I spoke to 
some of the teachers in the Yiddish 
schools and they told me that Jewish 
children are drifting away from Yid- 
dish schools for this reason. There is 
no lewish content. The schools are 
not Jewish enough. 

Religiously speaking of course there 
is an even greater breakdown. The 
Russian Government has not closed 
down the Synagogues. That is a slan- 
der originated by those who are anti- 
Communist. Any group of people can 
rent the Synagogue from the Govern- 
ment. Any group of people, if it is 
large enough, will be assigned by the 
Government to a building that may be 
used for prayer. Rent must be paid, 
but it is not excessive. 

It is not permitted, however, to con- 
duct religious schools for young chil- 



of the sword, while use and repetition 
and loyalty to ideas and ideals but 
sharpens the impact of their truth. The 
human mind always personifies the 
character of a people. In that long 
line of men and women who on the 
canvas of History have personified the 
Jewish people Louis Dembitz Brandeis 
will take his proper place among those 
who have led "earnestly, courageously 
and joyously in the struggle for liber- 
ation" ; who have stricken from the 
mind of the Jewish people the curse of 
inferiority and who have not only re- 
vivified but who have made actual and 
a fact the existence of a Jewish Na- 
tional Home. 



dren. Only private instruction is pos- 
sible. The whole apparatus of the state 
is atheistic. The schools and all the in- 
struments of propaganda are anti-reli- 
gious, with the result that the young 
generation is being alienated from the 
Synagogue. The Synagogue can engage 
in religious propaganda but in no social 
activities, forums, etc. They are per- 
mitted only to expound the religious 
text. Religiously speaking there is no 
future for the Jews in Soviet Russia. 
However, i must make this comment. 
A more liberal tendency seems to be 
developing in Russia with regard to 
the official attitude towards Hebrew 
culture. I was told that some authori- 
ties are even in favor of introducing 
Hebrew into the High Schools. They 
are now introducing Jewish history. 
In the elementary schools the works of 
Halevi, Gabirol and other great masters 
of Hebrew culture are being translated 
into Yiddish. What newer form Jew- 
ish life will take in Russia if this ten- 
dency continues to develop only the 
future will tell. 



BASKETBALL GAME 

B. J. C. vs. OHRBACHS 

SUNDAY, NOV. 8th, 9 P. M. 

Preliminary Game at 8 P. M. 
♦ 

Admission 50c Dancing 
I 



CENTER FORUM 



The Center Forum was organized in 
1922 for the discussion of problems 
of interest by leading men and women 
in public life. 

♦ 

It meets every Monday 
Evening throughout the 
Season, at 8:30 o'eloek 
— Prom p t I y . — 

♦ 

EVENTS: 

Oct. 26th — Symposium on the Issues 
of the Campaign 

Nov. 2nd — Natlialia Crane 

Nov. 16th — Maurice Samuel 

♦ 

Coming Forum Lecturers 

HON. JAMES G. Mc DONALD 
Former League of Nations High Com- 
missioner for German Refugees 

L. S. Senator 
ROYAL S. COPELAND 
Member of the Commission to Inves- 
tigate conditions in Palestine 

ANNA LOUISE STRONG 
X T oted Authority on Russia 

Rev. Dr. 
JOHN HAYNES HOLMES 
Famous Liberal Preacher 

PROF. SCOTT X EARING 
Economist and Sociologist 

ANITA BLOCH 
of the Theatre Guild. 

and many others whose names will be 
announced in future issues of the 
R i:v i k\v 

♦ 

« ldmission to the 
Forum Lectures 

— — 25c to Xon Members 

Free to Center Members 
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JEWISH EVENTS IN REVIEW 

(Continued from Page 10) 



A distinct slap at Naziism for its in- 
tolerance and persecutions was the re- 
fusal of 18 philosophers in this coun- 
try to accept an invitation of the Ger- 
man Philosophical Society to attend its 
meeting in Berlin last month. While 
the president of the society stated that 
the guests would "secure a personal in- 
dependent insight into the contempor- 
ary spiritual and general situation of 
Germany," these philosophers aptly 
responded that "No individual partici- 
pating in the meeting would be free to 
discuss the present situation of philos- 
ophy inside of Germany, or would be 
permitted to seek and find for himself 
an insight into the spiritual and mater- 
ial character of the German scene of 
1936." 

The invitation promised special priv- 
ileges to the delegates besides a refund 
of their traveling expenses in Germany. 
Not misled by this bait, and character- 
izing the offered hospitality as paid 
propaganda work, the American phil- 
osophers said : "The German govern- 
ment has formulated and imposed an 
orthodoxy in the social and philosophi- 



cal disciplines from which individuals 
may differ within the borders of Ger- 
many only at their peril. It has abused 
the law of hospitality by pushing this 
orthodoxy at international congresses 
within Germany with all the methods 
of a vicious, official, high-powered 
propaganda." 

Among those joining in such refusal 
were John Dewey, Irwin Edman, Alex- 
ander Meiklejohn, W. E. Hocking, W. 
P. Montague, H. A. Overstreet, Hor- 
ace M. Kallen and Sidney Hook. 

That these philosophers appraised 
the German situation accurately was 
borne out by a striking instance sev- 
eral weeks subsequently when Dr. 
Hans Frank, Nazi Minister of Juris- 
prudence, addressing a gathering of un- 
iversity professors in Berlin, declared 
that the complete eradication of Jewish 
influence from the legal and economic 
sciences was "essential to the German 
people's vital interests." He said that 
German law could be interpreted only 
in the German spirit and consequently 
Jews must have no opportunity to par- 
ticipate in teaching or interpreting it. 



Among the principles to be adopted 
were : no Jew will be allowed to be- 
come a spokesman for German law ; 
the legal profession in Germany will 
be reserved for German men, Germans 
being those defined by the government's 
racial law ; legal works in German by 
Jewish authors are to be removed 
from public or educational libraries and 
their further publication is to be dis- 
continued. 

And yet, it is of such a Germany 
that Avery Brundage, chairman of the 
American Olympic Committee, recent- 
ly said, "We can learn much from 
Germany" ! 

In such a circumstance, gratifying 
indeed is it to hear an expression of 
opinion toward the Jews such as the 
following recently made by the Rev. 
Francis K. Shepherd of the Baptist 
Church: "God will hear their cry — He 
has promised. He will make them 
mighty and they will light because He 
is with them. No real believer of 
Christianity, no one who knows Christ, 
nor any bible reader who understands 
Jewish history could persecute the Jew 
or have any feeling of hatred toward 
him." 



TREE-MARK SHOES 

BRING HAPPINESS TO YOUR FEET 



Tree-Mark Shoes are so delightfully com- 
fortable and soothing they give you a 
buoyant feeling of foot-ease and shoe com- 
fort and bring new happiness to your feet. 

Tired, aching feet mean a tired body, a 
slump in your figure affecting your posture 
and charm. 

Tree-Mark Shoes relieve and give abso- 
lute comfort to tired and aching feet and 
weak arches. Their quality and value are 
unsurpassed. 

<L C <L 

For Men, Women and Children 
Specially priced from $6.95 and up 



Directly convenient to our Brooklyn customers. By way of B. M. T.: change at 
Canal for Bowery station. By auto: 3 minutes from the New York end of Man- 
hattan Bridge. 




6 Delancey Street New York City 

Write for free booklet, "The Care of the Feet." 
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The Aftermath 

THE election is over, and with it 
is happily ended one of the bitter- 
est campaigns ever waged in the 
history of American politics. It is not 
for us to speak on the issues of the 
campaign ; the electorate has spoken, 
and when the voice of America speaks, 
we feel confident that all Americans 
will accept that voice as their own. 

It is, however, interesting" to note 
some of the aftermaths of the election. 
First of all, we believe it marks the 
severest blow which the forces of re- 
action have received for many a year. 
No presidential candidate ever had 
banded together against him so many 
reactionary forces as had Roosevelt. 
No one could possibly accuse Governor 
Landon of reactionary sentiments. But 
Governor Landon suffered not because 
of himself, but because of some of 
these dark forces who held on to his 
banner. These dark forces upheld Lan- 
don not because of love for Landon but 
because of their hatred of Roosevelt. 
The victory of Roosevelt was the se- 
verest rebuff that America could have 
given to all these followers of racial 
hate, political blackguardism and fas- 
cist and Nazi sympathizers. 

Secondly, the eclipse — or shall we 
say the complete repudiation? — of Rev. 
Coughlin and all that he stood for is 
one of the great blessings of the after- 
math of the election. Coughlin was 
the demigogue par excellence, symbol- 
izing the depths to which a democra- 
cy could fall. That his irresponsible 
ravings on the radio will no longer mo- 
lest us is one of the great blessings 
that the overwhelming Roosevelt vic- 
tory has achieved. 

The election, as far as the Jew is 
concerned, has also proven' this — that 
there is no Jewish vote, that Jews vote 
as citizens of America and not as Jews. 
Alas, that cannot always be said of 
some of the other religious and racial 
groups in America. Prominent Jews 
were active in the Landon as well as 
in the Roosevelt forces. The fact that 
even in New York City, with its large 
Jewish population, the democratic can- 
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of the Election 

didate for Attorney General so over- 
whelmingly defeated Judge Pearlman 
— a Jew actively identified with so 
many Jewish causes and having the es- 
teem of all Jews — proves conclusively 
that Jews vote for their parties as A- 
mericans and not as Jews. 

We believe that all Americans now 
realize, that America symbolizes liber- 
alism and democracy in the truest 
sense of these words. The election has 
given us a new faith in America and 
in the forces of Democracy. Let us 
pray that our faith shall never be shat- 
tered. 



THE SISTERHOOD'S NEW 
POLICY 

THE Sisterhood of our Center is 
to be congratulated upon the new 
cultural policy it has adopted, a 
policy which we are confident will add 
much to its prestige and win for it the 
greater interest of large numbers of 
our Center women. 

The officers and cultural committee 
have decided to lay great stress upon 
the monthly meetings which take place 
on the second Monday afternoon of 
every month. At the gatherings very 
little business will be transacted, the 
smaller Executive Board taking care 
of the necessary business at its own 
frequent meetings. The monthly meet- 
ings will have only a brief report of the 
activities of the Executive, and the ma- 
jor portion of the program will be de- 
voted to a cultural program. 

But even in this there is to be some- 
thing novel. The Sisterhood will rely 
more upon its own members for par- 
ticipation in these programs. Once 
every two months one of our Sisterhood 
women will give a review of and com- 
ment on Jewish current events. Once 
every two months one of our Sister- 
hood members will present a review of 
one of the outstanding books in the 
Jewish or in the secular fields of liter- 
ature. At other times women of the 
Sisterhood will speak on assigned top- 
ics or give readings in poetry. In brief, 
we shall depend more upon home talent, 
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and thus develop our women in ex- 
pressing themselves on Jewish and lit- 
erary themes. Another interesting in- 
novation will be the inclusion, at least 
once every two months, of a ten-min- 
ute talk on a religious theme by a mem- 
ber of the teaching staffs of our Center 
Academy and our Center Hebrew 
School which will explain and inter- 
pret the various rituals and observances 
in the home and in the synagogue. 
Thus the women will gradually acquire 
in a very informal way an intelligent 
understanding of the origin, the true 
meaning, and the development of the 
customs and rituals which play such an 
important role in the life of our people. 

The November meeting has already 
proven the success of this new policy. 
A very large attendance of representa- 
tive women of our Center, young and 
old, enjoyed a program in which one 
of our own women gave an interesting 
review of current events. The Decem- 
ber meeting promises a new surprise: 
some of our women will read their own 
poetic writings on Jewish themes. We 
have capable women who are doing 
fine things in literary fields. Through 
the Sisterhood we will get to know 
them and to appreciate the talents that 
are theirs. We are confident that the 
women of our Sisterhood will show 
their interest in and appreciation of 
these new efforts by attending these 
monthly meetings en masse and making 
them the rallying point of all the wo- 
men of our Center. 

— Israel H. Levinthal 



FIVE HUNDRED 

JUDGE EMANUEL GREEN- 
BERBG and his committee have 
embarked upon an ambitious pro- 
gram, the enrollment of five hundred 
members for the Center during the 
month of December. It is the first time 
in the history of the institution that a 
concentrated drive of this magnitude 
is being undertaken, and it will require 
a great deal of zeal and energy on the 
part of the committee to bring about 
the success of the campaign. 

Business conditions in the past few 
years have played havoc with many 
Jewish organizations. Reduced in- 
comes brought about retrenchments in 
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THE ARAB AND THE JEW 
IN PALESTINE 

AN OBSERVER'S REPORT 
By MORDECAI HALEVI 



the budgets of most people. Member- 
ships decreased and the usual cam- 
paigns for funds had to be abandoned 
for lack of support. 

Now these are signs of renewed 
prosperity. President Roosevelt de- 
clared only recently that the period of 
emergency is over. This should have 
its salutary effect on the success of our 
membership campaign. Hundreds of 
people residing in the vicinity of the 
Center could be induced to become 
members of the institution. All we 
need are the men and women to urge 
them to join. The members of the 
campaign committee are well fitted for 
this work. We wish them a full meas- 
ure of success. — J- G. 



THE OPENING OF THE 
CENTER LIBRARY 

AFTER a lapse of some time the 
Library of the Center opened 
to the public on Sunday after- 
noon, November 15th. We must con- 
fess that the library is not as complete 
as we might wish it to be. What it 
lacks in number of volumes housed, is 
made up in the quality of the books. 
The ideals that actuated the Center in 
organizing this library is just cause 
for pride and we can hope that _ we 
shall have even more reasons for jus- 
tifiable pride in the years to come. 

Our library has an element of 
uniqueness in that it is the only library 
of Nazi-banned books in the United 
States. The mere fact that such a man 
as Abert Einstein gave his endorse- 
ment to it is sufficient assurance that 
it is a worthy and important under- 
taking. 

But that is not all. The Nazi-banned 
library is our challenge to Hitler and 
his henchmen. Once again we proclaim 
to the world that the Kol Yaakov (the 
voice of Jacob) is superior to the Ye- 
day Aisov (hands of Esau). Once 
again we say with the Prophet Zech- 
ariah, Lo B'chail V'lo b'chvach Ki im 
b' rue hi oniar Adonoy Tscvo os (Not 
with strength nor power but by my 
spirit says the Lord of Hosts.) 

Once again we exalt the book over 
the sword. Once again we say with 
Hanaiva ben Teradion when he was 
burned with the Torah, Gcvilim nisro- 
fim v'osiyos porchos (The parchment 
is burning but the letters are flying in 
the air) ; the books you may burn, the 
paper you may destroy but the Jew- 
ish ideals, the' ideals of liberty and 
freedom for all, of peace for all, you 
cannot and will not suppress. 

— Louis Hammer 



IS THERE really no hope for har- 
mony between Jew and Arab? If 
there were none our chances for 
building the Jewish homeland in Eretz 
Israel would indeed be very poor, since 
the Zionist problem is concerned per- 
haps not so much with the 900,000 
Arabs living in Palestine as with the 
millions of their brethren in the neigh- 
boring countries of Iraq, Syria, Hed- 
jas and even Egypt. Peace and under- 
standing will mean great business and 
industrial expansion, while continuous 
antagonism will, under the best cir- 
cumstances, result in a limited develop- 
ment, mainly along agricultural lines. 

Fortunately, the road to a possible 
solution, while a difficult one, is not 
impassable. The Zionist movement so 
far sinned enormously in failing to 
properly attack this problem, and its 
future success depends largely upon its 
readiness to make it the major issue. 

In the last fifteen years there has 
arisen in Palestine a group of youth- 
ful nationalists, especially among the 
professionals and government officials, 
who have made it their task to free the 
land both of present British dominion 
and future Jewish superiority. Edu- 
cated mostly in European colleges, 
they have been greatly influenced by 
the sort of nationalism found in Ger- 
many and Italy to the point of believ- 
ing in the power of the nationalistic 
spirit to perform wonders. The recent 
successful revolts in Syria and Egypt 
intensified their zeal, and the increased 
Jewish immigration of the past few 
years quickened their activities. 

These young Arabs are not leaders 
of such developments as the strike and 
its accompanying terror, but they have 
succeeded, by violent acts and threats, 
in forcing their will upon the actual 
leaders, who were, and secretly are 
now, bitterly opposing one another in 
a fight for supremacy. 

With the group of Arab national- 
ists we cannot come to terms. They 
will be satisfied with nothing less than 
the realization of their complete pro- 
gram. 

However, we need not be so much 
concerned with them, for while they 



exert great power during periods of 
upheaval they are devoid of a sense of 
reality insofar as the actual needs of 
the country are concerned. They are 
unable to grasp the fact that the Pal- 
estinian prosperity, and a standard of 
living much higher than is to be found 
in any of the neighboring states, came 
about as the result of the Jewish im- 
migration. The Arab population has 
nearly doubled since the war, the new- 
comers being drawn from the sur- 
rounding countries by the lure of the 
better conditions in Palestine. They 
do not understand that to stop Jew- 
ish immigration and prohibit the sale 
of land to Jews would mean immediate 
devaluation of the hundreds of thou- 
sands of dunams held by Arabs, who 
are anxious to sell to the Jews but have 
held off for no other reas*on than the 
hope of getting a better price. 

I myself know of one Arab who de- 
manded for a certain tract of land the 
enormous sum of fifty thousand 
pounds, and who is now panic-stricken 
at the thought that he may be unable 
to get as much as five thousand pounds 
for it. I also recently saw an Arab 
sheikh plead with a friend of mine to 
buy some land in his village. 

To be sure, these examples prove 
only the self-interest of the few and 
the rich ; but it is these who are still 
the powerful and the influential among 
the Arab masses, despite temporary 
setbacks. 

It is a fact too that only three or 
four years ago numerous representa- 
tives of Transjordania came to the 
Jewish Agency to beg it on behalf of 
various tribes to buy land and settle 
among them. Why, they argued, 
should they face misery and poverty 
at a time when their brethren across 
the river were prosperous? That they 
were sincere is proven by the offer of 
their king, the Emir Andullah, to sell 
a tremendous tract of land to the Jew- 
ish Agency — or, to be exact, lease it 
for 99 years — for the purpose of Jew- 
ish settlement. Nothing came of these 
offers because of the government's op- 
position, but they are illustrative of 
the appreciation which great numbers 

{Continued on Page 22) 
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ISRAEL ZANGWILL - INTERPRETER OF HIS 
PEOPLE TO AN ALIEN WORLD 



A 



T the turn of the 19th century, 
immigration of East-European 
Jews introduced a bewildering 
new — * an d a newly-bewildered — ele- 
ment into the social order of Western 
Europe. Russian persecution had at- 
tained a completeness of scope and 
minutiae of detail which even Jewry's 
long apprenticeship in suffering had 
not prepared it to endure. "Sufferance 
is the badge of all our tribe" ; but that 
is a livery which must be cast off when 
hope dies and the soul sickens at the 
travail of the body, or when the body 
faints under the burdens put upon the 
soul. And truly Russian Jewry, al- 
though it had lived in the land since 
the days of the Khazars, at last had 
— and knew it had — no further hope. 
Ignatyev's 'Temporary Rules" of May 
1882, as interpreted by his collabora- 
tors, Pobyedonostzev and Von Plehve ; 
pogroms at Kishineff, Rostov and Star- 
odub ; mass expulsions such as at Mos- 
cow in 1891 : these were Menc, menc, 
tekele, upharsin which wrote of the 
destruction of Jewish life in Russia. 
With utter and unoriginal monotony, 
history was again its repetitious self. 

The process of change and adapta- 
tion to a new environment is still part 
of our own memory; even, of our own 
experiences. Many of us are too close 
for a perspective ; yet the interplay of 
relationships needs analysis. Every- 
thing in Western life was strange to 
the Jew and he in turn was no less a 
peculiarity to the West. In one instant 
he had been translated from behind the 
walls of a ghetto into and among the 
open and free opportunities of a liberal 
civilization. Everything which he 
brought with him seemed inappropriate 
to this new venture in life; speech, ra- 
cial customs, individual habit, garb 
and manner. In the East these had 
seemed normal to him and to those a- 
mong whom he lived (even though 
they accepted him and his customs with 
the easy contempt of familiarity). 
With age, custom had merged into 
law and had assumed the aspect of the 
unchangeable. In England and Ameri- 
ca they became anachronistic and, 
worse, outwardly, at least, ridiculous. 
Unless they were to be understood and 
until the real Jew beneath the outer 
shell of semi-Oriental differences be- 
came known to his new neighbors, no 
real comfort in the new relationships 



By WILLIAM 1. SIEGEL 

This article is published in com- 
memoration of the Tenth Anniver- 
sary of the Death of Israel Zang- 
will. 



could be had by either party. The 
chemical reactions in the experiment of 
transforming a Russian Jew into an 
American are many and fundamental; 
and yet, such are the standards of val- 
ues which men create for themselves, 
the superficial elements of dress and 
manner can be — indeed, were and are 
— more important momentarily than 
character and personality. 

The Jew is of a peculiar race, a 
stubborn and a stiff-necked people, and 
as such has furnished for the interpre- 
tive writer a fertile field of inquiry. 
It cannot be said that non-Jewish au- 
thors as a group have been fair to us. 
Had we not developed among ourselves 
our own ambassadors of literature, 
then by so much would the integration 
of the Jew into Western life and the 
understanding of the Jew by Western 
peoples have been retarded. 

Foremost in the roll of Jewish au- 
thors who in the English language have 
interpreted Jewish life in terms of this 
dualism of race and environment is the 
name of the brilliant, versatile novelist, 
poet and dramatist, Israel Zangwill. 
Writing with the keen insight of his 
craft and with the wide range of his ra- 
cial sympathies, he held the attention 
of readers both Jewish and Gentile ; 
and in pictures replete with human in- 
terest as well as literary merit, he won 
for himself an unusual place in the 
annals of the written word. His for- 
mula was comprehensive : "Artistic 
truth is for me literally the highest 
truth: art may seize the essence of 
persons and movements no less truly, 
and certainly far more vitally, than a 
scientific generalization unifies a chaos 
of phenomena. Time and space are 
only the conditions through which spir- 
itual facts straggle." 

Zangwill was born in London in 
1864 and, with the exception of a few 
years residence in Bristol, his life was 
spent in the British metropolis. He 



attended Jews Free School and the 
University of London and later became 
a teacher at his early training school. 
Here, probably, he received his first 
impulse to write about that Jewish life 
to which his own kinship naturally led 
him. 

The modern Jew has for the social 
writer the same fascination which the 
unusual, the abnormal, has for the sci- 
entist. Segregation through the age^ 
from the communal life of the peoples 
with whom destiny has placed the Jew 
has intensified his original Oriental 
cast of mind and spirit and has devel- 
oped social and religious customs pe- 
culiar to the Jew and foreign both in 
form and spirit to the practices of his 
neighbors. From these materials of 
enforced aloofness has been wrought 
the plot of Israel's tragedy. The exo- 
dus from Eastern Europe brought the 
Jew to lands of more advanced civili- 
zation, where his political and economic 
liberty has been safeguarded. (Ger- 
many is an exception to everything 
which has been, and will be, said here). 
But in proportion as his. rights have 
thus increased so has the intricacy of 
his racial problem been intensified. For 
in this enlightened goluth where the 
Jew could "draw the easy breath of 
the freeman" lies our greatest peril. In 
the communities and ghettos of the 
Western world, free though they are of 
the hated walls and the clinging gates 
of tradition, there has for two genera- 
tions waged the most insidious, sinister 
struggle of our history. For here the 
Jew has faced the problem of assimila- 
tion ; a problem thrust upon him by the 
very liberty, the early denial of which 
preserved the unity of the people and 
safeguarded the integrity of its tra- 
dition. The Jew has met the problem 
in divers ways, and not always and 
completely satisfactorily. The tragedy 
has lain in the intellectual and spiritual 
gulf which in so many cases opened be- 
tween parents and children. The older 
generation, reared to love the bonds 
which their religion had fashioned for 
them, dreaded the loose observance of 
the young, raised in the street (moni- 
tor of child life) which mocked and 
jeered at the gabardine of the old Jew. 
The young Jew. at least of a type, tired 
of binding on his philacteries and find- 
ing relief in the opposite extreme of 
{Continued on Next Page) 
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indifference, verged dangerously near 
to forgetting or denying his people and 
his religion. The thought occurs that 
the attitude of the non-Jew was and is 
the barometer of Jewish racial integri- 
ty. So in his perplexity and trial, the 
Jew became for the sensitive and per- 
ceiving author a brilliant subject, re- 
plete with the materials to be found in 
his peculiarities and in his idealism, in 
his faithful adherence to the Shema 
and in his occasional doubts and dere- 
lictions from it. 

From the standpoint of pure litera- 
ture, Zangwill was doubtless the fore- 
most Jewish figure of his generation. 
He possessed great catholicity of mind 
and expressed his many interests in 
prose and verse, the drama the essay 
and the novel. It is, however, his re- 
lation to the Jewish people which is 
here adverted to. The greatest share 
of his thinking, and the finest part of 
his writing, was devoted to the prob- 
lems of his people. In this capacity he 
was the portrayer of "the indestruct- 
ible soul of the Hebrew, waiting for 
the mercy of God". 

From this viewpoint of appraisal, 
Zangwill's finest work was the novel 
"Children of the Ghetto". It is a book 
combining the history, morality and 
psychology of Jews of various econom- 
ic and social strata, treated in a manner 
new in English literature. Chosen 
people or not, the Jews have undoubt- 
edly been a marked race and the ano- 
maly of their position in the world has 
in all ages been faithfully recorded in 
contemporary literature. Beginning 
with the earliest miracle plays and 
dramas in England, it was convention- 
al to treat the Jew as villain, buffoon, 
knave or fool. From Sheva through 
Shylock and Barabas ; from Cumber- 
land and Marlow through Shakespeare 
to Sheridan and Pinero, this bastard 
genealogy of the Jew in literature rang 
all the changes of unlovely and unlov- 
able character. "If your playwrights 
want a butt or buffoon, or a knave to 
make sport of, out comes the Jew to 
be baited and buffetted through five 
long acts for the amusement of all 
good Christians". 

Zangwill's novel will endure as a 
classic of the ghetto, as a work of he- 
roic proportions. In it he chronicled 
every experience and emotion of first- 
generation English Jewry. The Ghet- 
to with its quaint Orientalism amid the 
Western bustle of London is projected 
on a large canvas and in a series of 
masterly pictures appear the salient per- 
sonages of the race. Nor were these 



portraits painted by a sycophant seek- 
ing Jewish applause. Where Zangwill 
found faults, he showed them. But 
withal it was a kindly analysis. The 
author wrote lovingly, and not to 
wound. He exhibited characteristic 
foibles of our people but he also show- 
ed to the world its inherent moral 
strength and the beautiful spirituality 
which underlies an exterior so natural- 
ly the result of centuries of persecution. 
He created characters (Reb Shmuel, 
the kindly and scholarly old Rabbi) 
which are an answer to many a charge 
leveled against the Jew: the charge of 
materialism, of smugness, of a deca- 
dent spirituality. Some of these are 
untrue — for where is the lack of ideal- 
ism in a people who by the power only 
of the spirit have survived two millenia 
filled with the most ingenious torture 
of mind and body ? And as for the 
charge that our essential selfishness is 
expressed in a greedy grasping, Shy- 
lock's outburst is still a complete ans- 
wer : "the villainy you teach me I will 
execute, and it shall go hard but I will 
better the instruction". Surely, as 
Zangwill put it, the people of Christ 
has been the Christ of peoples! 

The current of "Children of the 
Ghetto" is continued in "Grandchildren 
of the Ghetto" picturing the change 
from the sweatshop to the salon. The 
transition was hard- won and onh\ 
through the difficult process of the Jew 
making for himself and family a new 
home amid an unfamiliar folk. Pion- 
eering is hard for all men but doubly 
so for the Jew ; for as Renan has said 
"When we are occupied with humani- 
ty, we forget the Jews and when we 
are occupied with the Jews, we forget 
humanity". 

In the different form of the drama, 
Zangwill in "The Melting Pot" carried 
forward the purely Jewish interest of 
this theme. Here, however, conflict of 
ideas occurs. This simple statement of 
the play as a picture of American Jew- 
ry was the fusion of that Jewry with 
other foreign-born elements in a melt- 
ing-pot which would produce the Amer- 
ican of the future. America is the 
"land where God would wipe off the 
tears from off all faces". Stated in this 
manner, the thesis of the book is, of 
course unexceptionable. In the years 
since its publication (in those earlier 
years when the question was more 
practically important then, since the 
advent of Ilitlerism, it has now be- 
come) exegetic attempts have been 
made to give the book a subtler impli- 
cation. Some have professed to see in 



it propaganda for the doctrines of the 
assimilationist and a repudiation of the 
Zionist ideal. In the person of David 
Ouixano speaks, they say, the assimila- 
tionist (and the author) ; whereas Da- 
vid's grandmother and his uncle Men- 
del do but voice a dying memory of an 
ancient and unrealizable hope. The 
message of the book, they say, is in 
dramatic form, the same as that of a 
contemporary rabbi who enunciated the 
following doctrinal gem: "It is the 
unity of mankind that modern Israel 
works for, waits upon, and when needs 
be, suffers for. This unity is not to be 
hastened by resuming a national separ- 
ateness. On the contrary, Israel dis- 
persed is the binding link of the na- 
tions; the symbol that as God is one, 
so are all mankind one". 

It is probably a fitting and adequate 
commentary on this point of view that 
this same rabbi opposed before the 
United States Foreign Relations Com- 
mittees the resolution for the estab- 
lishment in Palestine of a Jewish Na- 
tional Home ! The irony of it all is 
that although every other folk that has 
ever appeared in history has struggled 
desperately and passionately for a home 
in which to express itself, it remains 
for Jeivs to counsel fellow-Jews that 
the part of wisdom and self-respect is 
to abjure a national expression and to 
court national suicide. This is tanta- 
mount to the assertion that Jerusalem 
— for no one else but the Jew — is no- 
thing more than the birthplace of his 
memories and his faith. This is pseu- 
do-history and pseudo-sociology: it is 
nothing but a symptom of a diseased 
racial spirit. Faith may move moun- 
tains ; but even faith needs a fulcrum. 
The Jew has as much right to a na- 
tional destiny as has the Frenchman 
and the Italian. Self-respecting Jews 
have long ceased to explain our posi- 
tion and justify our existence by the 
specious plea that Israel has a mission 
among the nations, that we are the 
bearers of a mission which "advances 
ceaselessly towards its fulfillment 
through the progress of religious i- 
deas". There is no need for such a 
body of proselytizing priests, for a cult 
of religious enthusiasts. As Zangwill 
makes Heine say : "Let us trust, for 
the honor of God, that the contradic- 
tory creeds for which men have died 
are all true". Nor does this assertion 
damn the Jew any more than the fact 
that 600 years have elapsed since Mag- 
na Charta makes for the uselessness of 
modern England. Every nation, after 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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SPRING UP, O WELL 



{This is the closing chapter of Miss 
Kahn's zddcly praised book. "Spring 
Up. 0 Well". From it the title of the 
book is taken. It is reprinted here by 
special permission of the publishers, 
Henry Holt and Company.) 

ALI BAER ENU LAH (Spring 
up. O well. Sing ye unto it). 
Again and again the four He- 
brew words rode forth on a triumphant 
melody. Ali Baer enu lah. Xow swell- 
ing like a mountain stream. Xow sub- 
siding. A soprano voice swings off 
lightly on the first bar. A bass lustily 
seizes upon it and sends it rocketing 
out through the open door into the 
night. 

Eight hundred young men and wo- 
men are gathered in a dining hall in 
Kfar Saba to celebrate the finding of 
water by the Kakovesh group which is 
founding its farm near by. Strung 
across the room is a banner bearing 
the four words which appear in the 
chapter taken from Xumbers, "And 
from thence they went to Beer : that 
is the well whereof the Lord spake un- 
to Moses, Gather the people together, 
and I will give them water. Then Is- 
rael sang this song, Spring up, O well ; 
sing ye unto it : The princes digged 
the well, the nobles of the people dig- 
ged it. by the direction of the lawgiver, 
with their staves." 

Chairs and tables have been removed 
to conserve space. But still it seems 
as though the walls must creak from 
sheer pressure of bodies. One body is 
pressed tightly against another body. 
The hot breath from the nostrils of 
one steams into the ear of another. 
The room is packed with disconnected 
legs, thighs, bosoms, buttocks, full red 
lips, gleaming teeth. Here there is the 
close heat of bodies and perspiration. 
But outside there is a cold, grey, driz- 
zling rain. Hundreds more of young 
people are standing ankle deep in soft, 
yellow mud to catch stray sounds. The 
more fortunate have been able to push 
their way to a window, their heads 
peering over the ledge like so many 
busts in a sculptor's workshop. 

All in this motley group are not 
young. Here and there is a greybeard. 
For this is a night of nights and peo- 
ple have come by foot, wagon, and di- 
lapidated lorry from miles around. 



By DOROTHY RUTH KAHN 

Xot only has a well sprung up. But 
Yehuda Shertok, one of their own. has 
sung unto it. The mighty song which 
is filling the room and bounding 
through the windows is his composi- 
tion. The melody changes. The words 
do not. Ali Baer enu lah. There is no 
more to be said to-night. 

There had been speeches earlier in 
the evening. Prolonged speeches that 
these people stood for three hours to 
hear. Labour leaders from Tel Aviv 
and the head of the Jewish Agency had 
spoken. And all had said. "Ali Baer 
enu lah." They had said it in a hun- 
dred different ways, probing for its 
deepest implication. They had quoted 
from the Bible, the Talmud, and this 
afternoon's Hebrew newspaper. They 
had told of wells that had been, and 
are. and will be. With words they had 
linked all wells together. They had 
made life spring from wells. They had 
made wells vital to-night — vital above 
all else. 

Then a well-digger spoke of the 
well, their own well which had sprung 
up. In shirt-sleeves — and in simple, 
classic Hebrew he related the story of 
the digging. It is an epic in man's his- 



tory which has been repeating itself 
since the beginning of time but as he 
spoke it seemed as though it had never 
happened before. He and his com- 
panions had dug fifty metres and de- 
cided to give up in despair. But they 
went on. They had dug a hundred 
metres and decided to give up in de- 



spaii. But they went on. They had dug 
a hundred and fifty metres and decided 
to give up in despair. But they went 
on. And then — at a hundred and six- 
ty-two metres the sound of "mayim" 
— the Hebrew word for water which 
captures in its syllable the easy flow 
of a brook. 

The well-digger has finished. There 
are more sj>eakers. Strange people — 
glorifying water from the depths of 
their soul until you feel that never be- 
fore have you known water intimately 
until these labourers brought it rippling 
from the pages of the Bible and the 
soil of new Palestine. 

On a crude, improvised platform 
sits the orchestra; that is if a dozen 
people playing instruments may be 
termed an orchestra. For in nothing 
else has this little group of musicians 
anything in common with an orchestra 
in the accepted sense. When they took 
their places, it was with difficulty 
that the excess audience was pushed 
off the platform — and it still remains 
a mystery how they were absorbed into 
the already packed room. All of them 
were not absorbed, so that the musi- 
cians scarcely can find space for their 



instruments. The first violinist's bow 
threatens to enter the 'cellist's eye with 
every movement and each time the 
trumpeter blows, the hair of the sec- 
ond violinist stands on end. The mu- 
sic sheets are held in place somehow 
on knees after the music stands cave 
(Continued on Page 18) 



A VISION 

There was once an Indian Chieftain who directed his three sons to climb 
a steep mountain and bring back to him what they found on the top. 

The oldest son climbed one-third of the mountain and returned with a 
rare gem of brilliant hue which he had chipped from a stone. 

The second son climbed two-thirds of the mountain and returned with a 
delicate blossom which he had plucked from the cleft of a rock. 

The youngest son returned empty-handed saying, I reached the top. I 
found nothing to carry away with me. But I caught sight of the sea. I caught 
sight of the sea!" 

I know little of Zionism . . . But once I saw the face of a Chalutz consumed 
by a prophetic fire when he pronounced "Moledet (homeland ) on the desolate 
hill of Tel Chai. And once I thought I heard, under the staccato tapping of a 
rivet in Tel Aviv, the ecstatic gasp of conception and the agonizing groan of 
birth. 

I know little of Zionism. But I saw a Chalutz.. I heard a rivet. And thus I 
caught sight of the sea! 

— Dorothy Ruth Kahn's introduction to ''Spriig Up, O Well." 
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THE WARNER BROTHERS BIOGRAPHY OF 

PAUL MUNI 



(The. folloiving arc the details of 
Paul Minus professional and personal 
life as compiled by the press depart- 
ment of the Warner Brothers, his em- 
ployers, and published here in exactly 
the same form as sent out more or less 
confidentially to the press. A feiv notes 
by the editor of the Review are ap- 
pended bclozv for the guidance of the 
reader — Editor. ) 

PAUL MUNI was born Muni 
Weisenfreud in Vienna' on Sep- 
tember 22nd, 1897, making him 
an Austrian, but as his family came to 
the United States when he was very 
young he regards himself as a 100% 
American. 

Was educated in the New York 
schools, but his schooling was often in- 
terrupted by professional stage work 
from his eleventh year on. He is one 
of a theatrical and musical family, his 
father and mother being actors, 2 and 
his two brothers musicians. 

Since his early childhood, his ambi- 
tion was to be a great figure on the 
stage. His first opportunity came when 
he was traveling with his family. They 
were about to open in a small town 
and needed an actor to play an old 
man's role. No actor being available, 
they tried the boy out and he was kept 
in that part from that time on. This 
was the first of the many "old man" 
character roles he has played. 

The stage play, "We Americans," 
brought him his first recognition in the 
New York theatre, although he had 
played for several seasons with the 
Theatre Guild and other art thea- 
tres. 3 

His present ambition is to be allow- 
ed to continue his career along the 
lines he has laid out for himself. Never 
to be "typed" to one kind of role. 
Never to be in a position where he 
must play a role to keep the home fires 
burning. Has been known to turn 
down a part in a sure-fire "hit" be- 
cause a more interesting role in a play 
which seemed to have a lesser chance 
for success appealed to him more. 

He regards "Counsellor-at-Law" as 
his favorite stage play, "I Am A Fugi- 
tive From A Chain Gang," as his fav- 
orite picture, and "Seven Faces" as his 
worst picture. 4 

Music is his great interest outside of 



the theatre. Has studied it since he was 
four year old and loves it. 

He is an exceedingly fine violinist 
and could undoubtedly make a success 
on the concert 5 stage should he ever 
give up acting — which he emphatically 
will not. Also might like to manage 
prize fighters. 6 

He is mad about the music of Beeth- 
oven and Bach. For light modern mu- 
sic he approves of Jerome Kern. 

Prefers the stage to the screen. Says, 
"Contrary to common belief I do not 
think the screen gives an actor more 
leisure or home life." 

He prefers New York as a place to 
live, but states that he is "getting used 
to Hollywood" and doesn't mind it any 
more. Buys his cothes in New York, 
saying that his tailor knows exactly 
what he wants. 

He is one actor who states openly 
that he dislikes applause, "because no 
actor should come out of his role to 
take bows. Doesn't like interruptions 
during the making of a picture or the 
rehearsal of a play. 

Is a rabid make-up artist. When 
given a role he will spend several 
weeks before a mirror with his grease 
paint and crepe hair until he "looks" 
the role. Once shaved off some of his 
hair so a wig would fit and waited no 
end for it to grow back again. 

Has no pet economies worth men- 
tioning. Drives a modest car and lives 
simply. Declares that he wants to live 
well — very well, indeed — but that he 
does not need to be rich in order to do 
so. 

To keep fit he takes long walks and 
indulges in general exercises. He likes 
to box. Has no diet to bother about. 
Is fond of sour cream dishes, particu- 
larly sour cream salad. 7 His favorite 
dish, he says is scrambled eggs. 

Likes to watch prize fights, baseball 
games, soccer and football, but mostly 
fights. 

Does a lot of reading and prefers the 
classic authors to the moderns. Names 
as his favorite authors, Gorky, Shakes- 
peare and Tolstoy. 8 Is interested, how- 
ever, in the plays of Eugene O'Neill 
and the books of Upton Sinclair and 
James Joyce. 

Is very much in favor of domesticity 
and is happily married. 9 Enjoys mak- 




Paul Mu 



ing excursions to out of the way places 
with his wife. Especially to inns 
throughout New England, taking his 
violin, to rest and relax. 

He emphatically disapproves of the 
star system in motion pictures and 
does not want to be billed as a star. 
In making a contract he sticks to his 
guns and adds that he simply will not 
make more than two pictures a year. 
This assures him of a long season on 
the stage between motion picture 
work. 

He is very much interested in gov- 
ernment politics and is well posted on 
what is going on in Europe. 

Muni has black hair and black eyes, 
is five feet ten inches tall and weighs 
165 pounds. 

He is under contract to Warner 
Brothers-First National Pictures and 
his important pictures include : "The 
Valiant," "Scarface," "I Am A Fugi- 
tive From A Chain Gang," "The 
World Changes," "Hi, Nellie!" "Bor- 
dertown," "Pasteur." 



Notes : 

' — J fe was born in Lemberg, an Aus- 
trian city now ceded to Poland. 
2 — Muni's parents were Yiddish play- 
ers, very poor, and usually wandering 
about from town to town in a gypsy 
existence. His father's name was 
Philip, his mother's Saltche. Philip 
was his son's theatrical mentor. He 
died in 1916. 

(Continued on Page 18) 
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FOOD FOR THE INTELLECTUAL 

A REVIEW OF "THE JEW AND THE UNIVERSE" 



By DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 



EVER so often we hear of the need 
of popular studies of great sub- 
jects for the benefit of the aver- 
age layman. But in emphasizing the 
needs of the mass we are apt to neglect 
the need of the intellectuals, who also 
must be fed, if their intellects are not 
to starve. 

Jewish literature has lately been en- 
riched with popular work in the field 
of history and philosophy, religion and 
ethics, Talmud and literature, which 
certainly have helped to develop in the 
mass of our people a new appreciation 
of Jewish achievements in these bran- 
ches of learning. 

Rabbi Solomon Goldman, in his book, 
"The Jew and the Universe," recently 
published by Harper and Brothers, had 
an altogether different purpose in view. 
His aim was to reach the Jewish 
intellectuals, those who have made of 
science a fetish and of reason their new 
god. And he meets them on their own 
grounds and wages a battle with them 
with their own weapons. 

Dr. Goldman is one of the outstand- 
ing leaders of the Jewish clergy. His 
dynamic personality has impressed it- 
self upon Jewish life in Chicago, the 
city where he ministers, as well as in 
the many parts of the country where 
he has been heard. He is pre-eminent- 
ly the student and teacher, possessing 
a vast amount of knowledge and the u- 
nique gift of imparting that knowledge 
to others. "Food for the Intellectual" 
shows his great familiarity with the 
latest research in the fields of science 
and philosophy, as well as his mastery 
of Jewish philosophy and Hebrew lit- 
erature. And because the book gives 
evidence of that knowledge on almost 
every page it may fittingly be describ- 
ed as food for the intellectual. The 
style is not a simple one. The pages 
are replete with philosophic and scien- 
tific terms. Sometimes our Dr. Gold- 
man even delights to create words. But 
withal, the book holds your attention 
and wins your admiration by the very 
force of its learning and its presenta- 
tion. 

The title in itself is perhaps a mis- 
nomer. The work is in reality a search- 
ing study of Maimonides, that great 
philosopher and Talmudic student, 
whose octocentenary was celebrated 
last year by Jews throughout the world. 



But before attacking his subject, Rab- 
bi Goldman makes a striking analysis 
of the two methods which mankind 
used to comprehend or solve the rid- 
dle of the universe: the method of 
logic and philosophy, and the method 
of intuition. The Greeks were the 
principal proponents of the first me- 
thod, the Jews of the second. But he 
goes further, and proves to us, with 
the help of philosophy itself, the inad- 
equacy of Reason, the impotence of 
Logic and how "the random intuitions 
of gifted and inspired men may at 
times be more enlightening and reveal- 
ing than volumes of syllogisms" (p.ix) . 
In a beautifully worded sentence he 
tells us: "The reputation of science is 
somewhat inflated. It has certainly not 
kept logicians from proposing logical 
absurdities" (p.97). After a searching 
study of the impotence of science he 
comes to the conclusion that with all 
our philosophizing "neither philosophy 
nor science has been able to do more 
with Beginnings and Ends than has 
common sense or intuition", (p. 157). 
But it is not only through intuition that 
the Jew views the universe, but also 
through and in terms of human per- 
sonality. "Judaism is intuition rooted 
in human experience" (p.9). "This 
high value placed upon personality is 
the key to Judaism. . . . Study man 
and you will find the Jew's world and 
the Jew's God", (idem) 

In his endeavor to prove the super- 
iority of the Jewish method of ap- 
proach toward ultimate reality he makes 
a fine point by proving that Reason has 
not only shown itself inadequate 
through its limitation of scope but also 
through its effect upon the human per- 
sonality. "Has not Reason so frequent- 
ly been a willing accomplice to blind 
passion?" he asks. "Has German pure 
Reason really been such a great boon 
to mankind?" (p. 168). 

Having thus proved his general the- 
sis of the inadequacy of approaching 
Truth through Reason or Logic alone, 
he comes to his main theme, the phil- 
osophy of Maimonides. This greatest 
of all Jewish philosophers has usually 
been regarded as the Jewish Aristotle, 
as the advocate of Reason and Logic in 
the field of religion as well as in sci- 
ence. In a masterly study of all phases 



of the works of Maimonides, Dr. Gold- 
man comes to the conclusion that he, 
too, despite his glorification of Aris- 
totle, approached truth through the 
traditional Jewish method, the method 
of "intuition rooted in human experi- 
ence". His philosophizing made nei- 
ther Greek nor Aristotalian of him. 
"Logic and Reason prevailed up to a 
certain point ; deeply rooted in hi.s 
whole being was the faith of intuition" 
(p. 105). Even in his system of ethics 
Maimonides "may have borrowed a few 
terms from the Greek, but never his 
spirit" (p.136). 

Many intellectuals make the mistake 
in thinking that the philosopher ap- 
proaches Truth in a completely objec- 
tive sense. That, our Dr. Goldman 
convincingly proves, is almost human- 
ly impossible. The philosopher cannot 
altogether divorce himself from his own 
Ego; there must be something of his 
subjective self even in his search for 
objective truth. In a fine chapter, 
which he terms "Philosophy and Folk- 
lore", Dr. Goldman shows that "our 
philosophy is the handmaid of our in- 
clinations. If we will to believe, it will 
supply us with logical support" (p.- 
144). Oft-times, Philosophy is just 
"rationalization carefully concealed." 
It is swayed by emotional predisposi- 
tions, by deeply rooted beliefs, for 
which the philosophers themselves sel- 
dom make any allowances. Even an 
Aristotle was only "remolding the im- 
aginative accounts of the universe of 
his people into rational discourse." 
(pibid). Maimonides, therefore, is no 
exception in the realm of philosophy 
when he falls back upon the inherited 
traditions of his faith and people in his 
attempted solutions of the riddle of the 
universe and the problems of human 
existence. He is the Greek in so far 
as he adopted the method of the Greek 
in presenting his thoughts, clothing 
them in the Aristotalean garbs of Rea- 
son and Logic. He remains the Jew, 
however, when he comes to the border 
where Reason ends and where Logic 
is helpless, and then relies upon the in- 
tuition that comes to him through his 
faith and as a result of his saturation 
in Jewish tradition and thought. In 
other words, to quote Dr. Goldman, 

[Continued on Page 23) 
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HUTHAIN 

By M. SMILIANSKY 
Translated from Hebrew by E. M. Edelstein 



HE was of a very unwieldy ap- 
pearance : tall, thick-set and big 
as a camel, hence his nick-name, 
Huthain-Gamal. His hands were 
coarse and very large, like the paws 
of a bear, and when he would lovingly 
place his hand on a friend's shoulder 
that friend would think that a heavy 
weight had fallen upon him. His face 
was thick and wide and it was divided 
in the middle by a large layer of flesh 
and cartilage, representing the wide- 
nostrilled nose, on both sides of which, 
like two deep holes, were set two tiny 
eyes. A stranger who met him on the 
road would either move back or turn 
aside, for outwardly he resembled a 
highwayman. But his acquaintances 
feared not at all. They knew that Hu- 
thain was a kind man, and that in this 
coarse body there dwelled a soul of a 
child. Therefore they would all perse- 
cute him, laugh at him and mock him. 
Would Huthain lift his hand, he could 
crush his opponent instantly, but never 
in his life had he struck anyone. 

An unfortunate man was Huthain, 
and all his days was he unfortunate. 
* * * 

Huthain had an acute fondness for 
women because they are small, weak 
and soft, and the smaller, the weaker, 
the more delicate was the woman, the 
more attraction did she possess for him. 
When the coins began to tinkle in his 
pocket and he could seriously consider 
the question of marrying, the village 
girls were eliminated from his list. It 
was the city beauties who captivated his 
heart. They were so small, delicate and 
white! Huthain, therefore, began to 
save money so that he could afford to 
marry the girl of his dreams. 

At last, when he was five-and-thirty, 
he bought himself a wife, a daughter 
of Ramlah, for the price of a thousand 
francs. And truly, this girl fulfilled 
his heart's desire. She was small and 
delicate, her face was white and her 
eyes black. Even her hands were soft. 
There was no end to his happiness 
when his wife was brought to his home. 
But his joy did not last long. The 
little woman hated her giant man. The 
city-bred maiden despised the un- 
wieldy rustic and she could not com- 
prehend his good heart. She was irri- 
table, angry and quarrelsome. And 



although Huthain delighted in her, 
never beat her and never made her do 
any hard work, she nevertheless hated 
him and could not forgive him his 
clumsiness and his huge bulk. But to 
him, she was like the apple of his eye, 
and he took his sufferings gladly. 

His neighbors would mock him and 
try to advise him how a wife should 
be treated, but Huthain closed his 
ears to their silly talk. 

* * * 

Only once did Huthain become an- 
gry. His wife bore him a daughter, 
and he named her Halimah. From the 
day his daughter was born his love for 
his wife weakened. All the powers of 
his kind soul were poured into his love 
for his child-daughter. And since his 
love for his wife weakened so was his 
patience exhausted too. She continued 
hating him, him and his daughter, and 
many a time would she say: "I hate 
you and this ugly daughter of yours". 
At such words his face would contort. 



One day, when he saw his wife 
pinching the flesh of his little one — 
and she was then just one year old — 
he grabbed her by the arm. . , , Hu- 
thain did not intend to strike his wife, 
he never struck anyone . . , he only 



grabbed her, grabbed — and broke her 
arm. 

Then her parents came, and Huthain 
was compelled to divorce his wife. So 
he lost his wife, his money, and only 
his daughter was left him. This child 
filled his whole heart, made him forget 
his wife and added new zest to his 
living. Sometimes he would even take 
his child with him to the place of his 
daily labor. His ardent desire was that 
people should call him "Abbu-Hali- 
mah", but the wicked villagers would 
call him, either Huthain or Huthain- 
Gamal, as heretofore. Only I would 
call him "Abbu-Halimah", and his 
small eyes would gaze at me with gra- 
titude and with happiness. Because of 
this he would love me and would sym- 
pathetically put his hand on my shoul- 
der. . , , And because of this, I suffered 
him not. 

* * * 

Tears of gladness would appear in 
Huthain's eyes and he would say to 
me : "Is not her face like the face of 
a city-bred girl ?" Nevertheless his 
constant advice to me was to keep 
away from the city beauties and not 
to look at their white face and black 
eyes. Because they do not bring hap- 
piness. . . . 



"Displaying a Commendable Patience" 



In the influential London paper, 
"The Observer," for example, the sug- 
gestion is being made that the Palestin- 
ian mandate should be revised and that 
"the Jewish element should not exceed 
one-third of the whole population of 
Palestine." In the American "Catho- 
lic World" a writer, a clergyman, pro- 
fesses to see in the Arabs "a helpless 
people doomed to be robbed of politi- 
cal and economic independence." He 
finds "the present uprising in Pales- 
tine is a peaceful strike of non-cooper- 
ation ... in spite of sporadic outbursts 
of violence here and there, the Arabs 
are displaying a commendable patience 
under sore trial." Wishing that a bomb 
he heard explode there "could be a shot 
heard clear around the world," he is 
moved to declare that "the Arabs be- 
lieve that life can hold nothing for 
them should they lose in this conflict. 



They are making their last stand as 
truly as did the Greeks at Thermopylae 
and our political forefathers at Con- 
cord and Lexington." 



IF THEY WERE NAZIS THEY WOULD 
BE IN A DELIMMA 

If yon were told that an Abrahams, 
a Davis, an Isaacs, a Lewis, a Levy, 
and a Moses were all shopkeepers in 
the East End, London's Jewish section, 
how many guesses would you need to 
pick out their race or nationality? Well 
if you didn't guess right the first time 
you'd probably never hit on the correct 
answer. All these individuals accord- 
ing to a letter in a London newspaper, 
are Welsh. It is explained that "these 
so-called Jewish names are quite com- 
mon in the Welsh valleys." 
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THE PARAGON OF PIGSKIN PASSERS 



WHEN the frost is on the pump- 
kin and the frosh report to 
the "Old Man," dutiful and 
willing to serve as sacrificial lambs for 
the varsity, King Football is on the 
throne again. Collegiana doffs its black 
robes and dons its raccoon coat, and 
where the voice of the cricket was 
heard in the warmth of spring and 
summer, the stadia now resound with 
the shrill, "rah, rah, TEAM !" 

Until recent years all of this exub- 
erance of youth, confined to one mad 
period of eight weeks or thereabouts, 
had a distinctly "aryan" complexion, 
but today it is commonplace to read 
widely of the exploits of Marshall 
Goldberg, the sensational hard-running 
back from Pittsburgh out of the hills 
of West Virginia ; of the phenomenal 
passing and ball-toting of Sid Luck- 
man, Erasmus Hall's contribution to 
Columbia grid fame, another second- 
year student, or of Frank Aronson, 
oddly enough starring as the fullback 
plunger of the Jesuit St. Mary's Uni- 
versity from Merange Valley in Cali- 
' fornia. One, too, learns of Vic Bern- 
stein, who streaked to a brilliant 80- 
yard run for a touchdown for poor 
little Brown against mighty Penn, or 
of Marty Glickman, solace of a dis- 
consolate Syracuse gridiron machine. 

But whether any of these, or their 
fellow-religionists in colleges through- 
out the land, will ever rival in perman- 
ent lustre and worth the one who first 
appeared on the modern horizon as a 
great Jewish football player, remains 
to be seen. The reference is naturally 
to Benny Friedman, immortal of 
Michigan, paragon of pigskin passers, 
one of the very greatest stars in the 
history of Big Ten football. But where 
Friedman may be equalled in achieve- 
ment (a possibility, but hardly a prob- 
ability), certainly it is unlikely that 
any Jewish moleskin-wearer will ever 
remain so prominently before the 
American public as Friedman has. In 
a way this is because Benny was the 
first of the modern Jewish greats and 
because he has persisted in leading 
roles for a decade, or since he first 
achieved Ail-American fame at Michi- 
gan, where he was known as the quar- 
terback who never made a mistake. 

His continued prominence was aid- 
ed by post-graduate work on the grid- 
iron. Coming to New York after three 
meteoric years under Fielding "Hurry- 
Up" Yost at Ann Arbor, Friedman 



By PAUL G. GOLDBERG 



continued his exploits on the gridiron 
with the New York Professional Giants 
winning all-league honors in 1928. 

But he was too smart to remain long 
a "pro." Friedman, the man who in a 
dozen years as a star received only one 
muscle wrench, realized that it was 
with brains and not brawn that one 
could capitalize on ability for any 
length of time. 

So in 1931 he began coaching. Yale, 
in the doldrums of mediocrity, cast 
forth its bread upon the waters and 
hired him as assistant coach to Mai 
Stevens, present N. Y. U. mentor. This 
position bore fruit recently, for City 
College and the Violet have renewed 
grid relations, but aside from that Ben- 
ny proved a distinct asset to the Blue. 
He uncovered promising material, suc- 
ceeded in developing some fine forward 
passers and, what was most important 
for himself, laid the groundwork for 
his present career as C. C. N. Y. head 
coach. 

But Yale persisted along different 
football lines than had been inculcated 
in Friedman at Michigan. His theory 
of attack (the famous punt, pass and 
pray system) did not coincide with the 
Eli bulldog's idea and he was given his 
release the next year. 

Then Friedman returned again to 
his first love, playing. Restoring the 
wandering fortunes of the Brooklyn 
Dodgers at Ebbets Field, he starred as 
quarterback and assistant manager un- 
til a coaching opportunity presented it- 
self at City College. For the past three 
years he has been successful as tutor 
of the Beavers and is now concluding 
another good year. 

Benny has adopted New York as his 
home. Early in 1931 he married Miss 
Shirley Immerman, of Brooklyn, and 
since then has settled here. Educational 
activity, too, is playing a big part in 
his work for he has appeared at fre- 
quent intervals as a speaker at schools 
and functions. Two years ago he 
launched a lecture tour of the high 
schools here, speaking on the value of 
athletics and discipline. 

* * * 

Benny came to Yost at Michigan 
with an outstanding high school repu- 
tation. He had been "sold" as a quar- 
terback who was a real "triple-threat", 
excelling at running with the ball, 



passing it and kicking. He lived up to 
his advance notices from the very start. 
Able to hit the bullseye with the ball 
nine times out of ten at a range of -20 
yards, his long heaves of 40 and 50 
yards were proportionally accurate. He 
threw what players term a "light" ball, 
one that traveled fast but which was 
easy to handle. 

Circumstances were ripe for ascen- 
sion to fame. Yost had a great end to 
catch Benny's passes when he was not 
running with the ball. He was the big 
Swede, Bennie Oosterbaan, whose 
height enabled him to make magnificent 
catches. Their teamwork together first 
burst on the startled eyes and ears of 
the public in 1925, and reached a great 
climax in November of that year, when 
Michigan, with Friedman tossing and 
Oosterbaan catching, romped to a 50 
to 0 triumph over Navy. 

In 1926 the All-America promise of 
the Jewish boy from the Midwest was 
more than fulfilled. His individual 
feats came to a head in the traditional 
game with Illinois, which previously, 
under Red Grange, had roamed the 
gridirons of the land with none to 
usurp its claim to primary distinction. 
It was a meeting of titans and revenge 
was the motive, for the year before 
Friedman had conquered the Illini with 
a placement kick. 

The first score came in the second 
period. Benny stepped back on his 18- 
yard line and cooly shot the pigskin 
with a lusty boot between the goal- 
posts. Again in the fourth quarter he 
dropped back to plant a placement for 
another three-pointer, and an addition- 
al Wolverine touchdown was unneces- 
sary, for Illinois did not score. 

Friedman was not to be stopped, 
though every Big Ten foe was on the 
watch for him. It is no secret that in 
college ball the players go out to "get" 
a man if they can. They tackle vici- 
ously, often centering their aim on 
tender parts, and if the player is 
"knocked cold", and subsequently re- 
moved from the game or impaired in 
ability, so much the better. 

But Benny was untouchable. Aver- 
age-sized, he is built along powerful 
lines. His legs stem up and down and 
when he is tackled his forward pro- 
gress is not halted until dead weight 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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forces him to stop, and even then he 
does not fall. He stays on his feet and 
will not go down. 

Several weeks following his exploits 
against Illinois, Michigan was again 
pitted against a giant, Ohio State, and 
again Friedman rose to heights. He 
of whom it was said that he could do 
anything with a football except thread 
a needle with it came through in great 
style. He fell back to his own 45-yard 
line, five yards from midfield, and drop- 
kicked a field goal to nose out the Co- 
lumbus eleven. 

But the greatest of all football 
thrills was reserved for Benny's senior 
year in 1927. The setting was the 
Michigan-Ohio State game again, at 
the close of the season, and the Buck- 
eyes were thirsting for vengeance. It 
seemed, too, that they were about to 
get it, for in the first quarter they jolt- 
ed Yost's team for ten points, the re- 
sult of a touchdown and a conversion 
and a field goal. 

In the second period, however, Ben- 
ny's mighty arm was unlimbered. He 
shot a long pass to Oosterhaan for a 
touchdown and then kicked for the ex- 
tra point. With only fleeting seconds 
remaining before the intermission 
point, Benny attempted and success- 
fully kicked a difficult angle goal and 
the score was tied at 10-all at the close 
of the first half. 

In the third quarter the mighty 
Michigan player again played his sin- 
gle-handed role in victory. He tossed 
an accurate pass to a teammate, Hoff- 
man, for a touchdown and this time 
his foot came in most handily, for he 
made the extra point. That single tally 
proved important, for Ohio State was 
nosed out by that single marker, 17 
'to 16. 

What marked Friedman's career was 
his tremendous zeal for the game ; it 
held a fascination for him that was 
carried over in his career as a profes- 
sional and which persists in him as a 
coach. Football was more than a live- 
lihood ; it had all the glamor and sus- 
pense of throbbing life. 

Science played a great part in Beu- 
nv's skill, fie is a student of the game 
and knows all of its intricate angles, 
particularly those involved in throw- 
ing a ball. 

"I threw a pass," he related, "much 
like a baseball pitcher throws a base- 
ball, in an overhand, pitching motion. 
You can't rifle the passes, for the odds 
are ten to one against the receiver 



knowing when the ball is going to come. 
When I aim, I aim at the head of the 
potential receiver and the ball must be 
more or less lobbed, so that it will fall 
slowly and is hung on a hook, so to 
speak." 

How did he keep immune from in- 
jury? "It's a matter of knowing how 
to fall," is his idea. "If a player is 
trained to keep his elbows to his sides 
and shoulders hunched and he keeps 
digging, well, he'll never get hurt." 
* * * 

Benny was named to the City Col- 
lege post after many rumors that he 
would succeed Chick Meehan at N. Y. 
U. Perhaps these rumors were helpful, 
for when it was learned that he was in 
the market for a position, City College, 
with its great Jewish student body, felt 
it was the natural school for him. 



TO the world outside of Palestine 
— especially the Gentile world — 
Palestine in the past has been as- 
sociated intimately with religion, while 
at the present time its connotations a- 
rouse thoughts of armed conflict be- 
tween Jew and Arab. Up to a few 
months ago, in fact, the average indi- 
vidual (and one who considered him- 
self well-informed as well) would have 
been startled to hear that Palestine was 
a country teeming with athletic activ- 
ity, but with the recent tour of the 
Maccabees soccer team still being talk- 
ed about, the American sports-lover 
has come to gain a different point of 
view of Palestine. 

A country, athletically speaking, is 
retrogressive unless it can be spoken of 
internationally. England has little base- 
ball and no basketball, but its rugby 
activities are world renowned, Italy 
has its bicycle riders and racers, France 
its runners and bike men, the U. S. its 
vast array of versatile talent, etc. Pa- 
lestine was considered more or less of 
the aborigines until several years ago 
when the Maccabiad was launched, its 
own version of the Olympic games. 
But this venture, was modest, sectarian. 

Today, however, the Jews can proud- 
ly claim recognition as one of the fore- 
most sports powers on the basis of the 
accomplishments of its soccer team, 
which, in its recent tour of Europe, 
Canada and the United States, irrefut- 
ably stamped itself as one of the great 
teams of the world. The Maccabees 
departed on Nov. 18 after a month's 



But the question of money was in 
the way, and, as in many schools, it 
was the Alumni who came to the res- 
cue. Graduates raised a sum estimated 
at between $5000 and $6500 in 1934 
and he was named to the post, perma- 
nently retiring from professional foot- 
ball to which he had given a respect- 
able status. His present coaching con- 
tract runs until April 1, 1937. 

Benny's problem at City College was 
to produce a good team in face of little 
material, but that he has done a great 
job, few can deny. When the Beavers 
play out of their class, they lose, and 
this is to be expected. In their own 
category, however, they have proved 
eminently successful, and this measure 
of success is a further tribute to Fried- 
man's sterling qualities as a student of 
the game and as a man. 



tour of this country, and though its 
record here was inferior to its nonpar- 
iel slate in Europe, it convinced the 
quarter-million or more who saw the 
12 games here that the Hebrews are 
definitely to be classed with the best of 
America, Austria or England. 

The Maccabees, champions of Tel- 
Aviv, winners of the Palestine Na- 
tional Cup in 1933, were brought here 
under the auspices of the Federation of 
Polish Jews, and their games were for 
the benefit of this organization. The 
team, however, performed a notable 
service for its country, for 40% of 
the proceeds went back to Palestine. 
This fund is to be used for the finan- 
cing of a complete team that will par- 
ticipate in the Tokyo Olympic games 
in 1940, the first time the flag of David 
will be raised in this international com- 
petition. 

The boys who came here are partly 
native-born and partly immigrants. 
The coach is Egom Pollack, who once 
played for the great Hakoah team of 
Vienna, and who lived in this country 
a few years. Here he starred for soc- 
cer teams in New York and elsewhere. 
The players were selected as the out- 
standing group following elimination 
tests, and found the tour a stony road 
to traverse, since their schedule called 
for 37 bruising games. Twenty-five 
of them were to be played on the Eu- 
ropean continent, and how good the 
club is can be gleaned from this bit 

(Continued on Page 22) 
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JEWISH EVENTS IN REVIEW 



By LESTER LYONS 



NOTEWORTHY, in scope and 
significance, is the recent con- 
tribution of B'nai B'rith toward 
the rehabilitation of the Jewish home- 
land in Palestine. This organization, 
the largest and perhaps the most in- 
fluential Jewish fraternal body in the 
world, has granted $100,000 to the Jew- 
ish National Fund to he used by it for 
the reclamation of land on which will 
be established farm colonies for Jew- 
ish refugees. It is intended that 1000 
acres of land be purchased from the 
Arabs and that Jewish refugees from 
Germany and other countries be given 
an opportunity to settle and develop 
the land agriculturally. Preference in 
the designation of settlers will be given 
to refugees who are members of the 
B'nai B'rith. 

More important than the immediate 
and much needed relief which this un- 
dertaking will afford to distressed Jews 
is the effect which it will have on or- 
ganizations which have not espoused 
the Zionist cause. The B'nai B'rith is 
a non-Zionist society and its present 
project represents a particularly signi- 
ficant departure from previous policies 
and practices of bodies of that charac- 
ter in regard to Zionism. 

Inspiring and progressive is the con- 
fidence which it displays in the success- 
ful establishment in Palestine of a Jew- 
ish national home. Alfred M. Cohen, 
president of that organization, in an- 
nouncing the grant, declared that the 
undertaking "is a token of B'nai 
B'rith's faith in the fulfillment of the 
Balfour Declaration, which gives as- 
surance to Jews who chose Palestine 
as their homeland that they may dwell 
there and enjoy the blessings of life, 
chief of which is freedom of consci- 
ence." 

Attempts will be made, no doubt, by 
non-Zionist or anti-Zionist organiza- 
tions to minimize the importance of this 
action on the ground that it is con- 
cerned with economic rehabilitation 
rather than with political advancement 
of Jewish interests. It probably will be 
suggested that responsible non-Zionist 
organizations have never been opposed 
to the utilization of Palestine as a place 
of refuge for persecuted Jews and that 
their opposition to Zionism has been 
based purely on political grounds. 

Notwithstanding such arguments it 
cannot be disputed that the action of 
B'nai B'rith will prove immensely help- 
ful to the Zionist program. At this 
time, with the rights of the Jews to 



find a haven in Palestine being in a 
rather unsettled state notwithstanding 
the termination of the Arab strike, it 
is very gratifying that so influential an 
organization as B'nai B'rith has ex- 
pressed its faith in the fulfillment of 
the aspirations of Jewry for the estab- 
lishment of a national home in Pales- 
tine. This undertaking is bound to give 
an impetus to similar actions by other 
organizations. 

Another important expression of 
confidence in the economic activities of 
the Jews in Palestine is indicated by a 
$500,000 loan made by Barclay's Bank 
of London to the all-Jewish city of Tel 
Aviv. This money is to be used for 
the improvement and beautification of 
Tel Aviv, a large share being devoted 
to water supply and drainage. There 
is also the prospect that additional 
sums will be lent to that city by the 
city of London. 

* * * 

The Royal Commission of Inquiry, 
appointed to investigate the causes of 
the recent disorders in Palestine and 
to recommend means of settling the 
differences between the Jews and Arabs 
there, has already commenced holding 
hearings. Sir Arthur Grenfell Wan- 
chope. High Commissioner in Pales- 
tine, has appeared before that body as 
the first witness. 

The Arabs, however, resentful at 
Great Britain's decision not to suspend 
Jewish immigration to Palestine, have 
determined to place obstacles in the 
way of the Commission. Thus, the 
Arab Higher Committee, the highest 
representative bod}' of Palestinian 
Arabs, resolved to boycott the sessions 
of the Commission. Declaring that 
"Great Britain is not an independent 
state but is enslaved to the Jews", an 
Arabic paper, organ of the Mufti of 
Jerusalem, has openly threatened that 
the Arabs would use their own methods 
to bar the Jews from Palestine if Great 
Britain does not dare to halt Jewish 
immigration. A number of Arab no- 
tables, on the other hand, including 
Emir Abdullah of Trans-jordan, have 
urged the Arab Higher Committee to 
reverse its determination not to coop- 
erate with the Royal Commission. 

At the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem 
a special meeting was held to correlate 
the Jewish testimony to be presented to 
the Commission. David Ben Gurion, 



chairman of the Jewish Agency Exec- 
utive, declared that the demands which 
would be made to the Commission on 
behalf of the Jews are based on three 
premises, "hirst, is the historic con- 
nection between the Jewish people and 
Palestine; second, is the persecution of 
Jews in the Diaspora; third, is the 
country's desolation and poverty with- 
out Jews and its revival with the influx 
of Jewish immigration." 

Meanwhile, rumor is current of a 
scheme to limit Jewish immigration to 
a figure equivalent to the margin be- 
tween the natural increase of the Arab 
population and the natural increase of 
the Jewish population in the same year. 
This scheme is said to have been work- 
ed out by immigration experts of the 
Palestine and British Governments for 
the consideration of the Royal Com- 
mission. If this plan were adopted, it 
is estimated that in ten years the num- 
ber of Jews would be 36% of the num- 
ber of Arabs, compared with about 
28% now. 

* * * 

In his first formal address from the 
throne opening the new session of Par- 
liament, King Edward VIII announced 
that legislative measures would be tak- 
en to deal with the kind of Fascist an- 
ti-Semitic activities carried on by Sir 
Oswald Mosley's blackshirts. In ful- 
fillment of that declaration, Sir John 
Simon, Home Secretary, has introduced 
a bill in Parliament designed to curb 
those activities. The bill forbids the 
wearing of uniforms in connection 
with political objectives and the main- 
tenance by private persons of associa- 
tions of military or similar character, 
and also provides for the preservation 
of public order in processions, meet- 
ings and public places. 

If enacted, this bill is certain to im- 
pair considerably the prestige and ef- 
fectiveness of the Fascist movement in 
England. Most of the success which 
Mosley has had in building his party 
has been due to the attraction which 
the uniforms and military rites adop- 
ted by his group have exercised over 
the ignorant. It has been shown that 
on those occasions when his followers 
were deprived of their pomp and cere- 
mony they cut a very sorry figure. 

The Fascist anti-Semitic menace has 
been very serious in England. The 
(Continued on Page 19) 
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BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER ACTIVITIES 



DR. BEN ZION MOSINSOHN TO 
SPEAK THIS FRIDAY EVENING 




Dr. Ben Zion MosinsoJm 



At the late Friday Night Services 
this Friday, November 27th, at 8 :30 
o'clock, we shall have as our guest 
speaker, at the invitation of Rabbi 
Levinthal, Dr. Ben Zion Mosinsohn, 
famous Zionist and leader of Palestin- 
ian Jewry. Dr. Mosinsohn will speak 
on: "What Now In Palestine?" 

Dr. Mosinsohn is a member of the 
World Zionist Actions Committee, and 
a member of the Vaad Leumi (Jewish 
National Council). He is one of the 
founders and principal of the well- 
known Herzliah Gymnasia in Tel Aviv. 
He is, above all, one of the recognized 
great orators in the Zionist movement. 

We hope that many members will 
avail themselves of the opportunity to 
listen to one of the outstanding leaders 
in world Jewish life. 

Members and their friends are cor- 
dially invited to attend. 

Rev. Samuel Kantor will lead in the 
congregational singing. 



LIBRARY SCHEDULE 

The Center Library is open on the 
third floor of our building as per the 
following schedule : Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings 
from 3 :30 to 9:30 P.M. Saturday from 
7 to 9:30 P. M. and Sunday from 10 
A.M. to 3 P.M. 



DR. A. A. BRILL NOTED PSYCHOLO- 
GIST TO SPEAK AT OUR FORUM 

The lecturer at the weekly Forum 
of the Center on Monday evening, No- 
vember 30th, at 8:15 o'clock, will be 
the famous psychologist, Dr. Abraham 



Special Prayer Delivered by Rabbi 
Levinthal on the occasion of the 
eightieth birthday of Justice Brandeis, 
on Friday, November 13th, 1936 

"Almighty God and Father! It is 
with fervent hearts that we come be- 
fore Thee tonight to thank Thee for 
that greatest of all blessings — the 
blessing of great men. From the 
beginning of our history, our people 
were rich in that blessing, — we had 
great men, whose lives served as liv- 
ing fountains of inspiration, to guide 
us and to lead us. 

Today we thank Thee, in partic- 
ular, for the blessed life of a great 
American and a great Jew — Justice 
Louis D. Brandeis, whose 80th birth- 
day we lovingly commemorate. We 
thank Thee for his life, so rich in 
service to humanity, so fruitful in 
gifts to his own Jewish people. We 
pray Thee, grant him many more 
years of life, of health, of strength, 
that he may continue to give of the 
richness of his heart and mind to 
America, to Israel and to all hu- 
manity. May he be blessed with Thy 
favor and Thy grace, ad me-ah v~ 
csrim shanah, until we shall all be 
privileged to celebrate his one hun- 
dredth and twentieth day of birth. 

Amen" 



A. Brill. The subject of his address 
will be: "Foundation for a Successful 
Life". 

Dr. Brill is the outstanding interpre- 
ter in this country of Prof. Sigmund 
Freud, lie has written a great many 
books dealing with the problems of 
psychology, among them, "Psycho- 
Analysis — Its Theories and Applica- 
tions", '"Fundamental Conceptions of 
Psycho-Analysis", "Reflections on War 
and Death", etc. 

Admission will be free to Center 
members and twenty-five cents to non- 
members. 



TELEGRAM OF CONGRATULATIONS 
TO JUSTICE BRANDEIS 

The following telegram was sent to 
Justice Brandeis by the Brooklyn Jew- 
ish Center : 

The Brooklyn Jewish Center extends 
to you its cordial greetings on your 
eightieth birthday STOP May God 
bless you with many more years of 
health strength and vigor so that you 
may continue your great service to 
America and to the Jewish people. 

Joseph M. Schwartz, Pres. 
Henry Seinfel, Vice-Pres. 

INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES FOR 
ADULTS IN FULL PROGRESS 

Our Institute of Jewish Studies for 
Adults, despite the fact that it enters 
the fourth year of its existence, is con- 
tinuing to display the same hold upon 
the men and women of this community 
as it has in the past. More than one 
hundred men and women have regis- 
tered in the various classes offered, 
some taking one course and others tak- 
ing as high as four courses. The read- 
ers will be interested in the following 
figures which show the number of stu- 
dents in each course. 

Hebrew A — Taught by Miss Ungar 
and Mrs. Beder, 32; Hebrew B— taught 
by Miss Rubee, 19; Hebrew C — taught 
by Miss Bush, 8; Hebrew D — taught 
by Mr. Hirsh and Mr. Halevi, 10; 
Hebrew E — taught by Mr. Edelstein, 
4; Jewish History — taught by Rabbi 
Meyer, 17; Religion — taught by Rabbi 
Meyer, 12; Talmud A — taught by Dr. 
Higger, 25 ; Talmud B — taught by 
Dr. Higger, 5 ; The Bible as Literature 
^taught by Air. Gribetz, 19; History 
of Jewish Literature — taught by Mr. 
Levinthal, 11. 

HEBREW SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 
LARGEST IN SIX YEARS 

The members of the Center will be 
happy to learn that our afternoon He- 
brew School has this year made such 
great strides of progress that the regis- 
tration of pupils shows an increase of 
more than 50% over the enrollment of 
last year. For the past six years we 
did not go beyond the one hundred 
mark in the number of our pupils. This 
year we have about 160 boys and girls. 

The Sunday School too shows a 
marked improvement of 160 children 
attending regularly the Sunday morn- 
ing classes. 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE ELECTED 

The following were elected members 
of the Nominating Committee for the 
purpose of presenting a list of officers, 
trustees and members of the Govern- 
ing Board to be voted upon at the next 
annual meeting of the Center. 

From the Board of Trustees 
Pincus Glickman — 550 Ocean Avenue 
Fred Kronish — 140 Eighth Avenue 
Samuel Rottenberg — 1377 President St. 

From the Governing Board 
Abraham Ginsburg — 576 East'n. Pkwy. 
Mark J. Goell — 278 Linwood Avenue 
David B. Kaminsky — 368 East'n Pkwy. 

From the Membership at Large 
K. Karl Klein — 72 Sterling Street 
Morris Neinken — 539 Crown Street 
Charles Perman — 12 Crown Street 



ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CENTER 
JANUARY 21st 

Notice is hereby given to all mem- 
bers of the Center that the Annual 
Meeting will be held on Thursday 
evening, January 21st, 1937 at 8:30 
o'clock. 

Election and installation of officers, 
trustees and members of the Govern- 
ing Board will take place on that eve- 
ning. 



CENTER FORUM 

The Center Forum was organized 
in 1922 for the discussion of prob- 
lems of interest by leading men and 
women in public life. 

• 

It meets every Monday Evening 
throughout the season, at 8 :30 
o'clock promptly. 
• 

Coming Forum Lectures 
Nov. 30— Dr. Abraham A. Brill 
Dec. 7 — U. S. Sen. Royal S. Cope- 
land 

Dec. 14 — Speaker to be announced 

Dec. 21— Anita Block 

Dec. 28 — Dr. John Haynes Holmes 

Jan. 4th — Margaret Sanger 

Jan. 11 — Speaker to be announced 

Jan. 18 — Anna Louise Strong 

Jan. 25 — Hon. James G. McDonald 



Other speakers will be announced 
in future issues of the REVIEW. 



Admission to the Forum Lectures is 
25c to Non-Members. 
Free to Center Members 



OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO CENTER 
MEMBERS 

Tickets for the Concert at the Met- 
ropolitan Opera House are now avail- 
able for distribution. 

The committee wishes to inform the 
members of the Center that allotments 
will be made within the next 10 days. 
The seats are set aside in order of re- 
ceipt of reservations — first come, first 
served. 

Therefore, please order your seats 
at once. 

The prices of tickets are as follows : 
Parterre Boxes (8) $60.00— Grand 
Tier Boxes (8) $50.00— Stall Boxes 
(4) $25.00— Orchestra $5.00 and $4.00 
—Dress Circle $3.00 and $2.0O— Bal- 
cony $2.00 and $1.50— Family Circle 
$1.00 and 50c. When ordering tickets 
for the concert, please mention number 
of seats desired, prices of tickets and 
the location. Please enclose check with 
order. 



INTERESTING PROGRAM AT 
SISTERHOOD MEETING 

The monthly membership meeting of 
the Sisterhood will be held on Monday 
afternoon, December 14th, at two o'- 
clock. An interesting cultural program 
has been arranged for that meeting. 

Mrs. Lillian Resnikoff Wolfe, who 
is well known in this community, will 
read from the poetic writings of her 
brother, Charles Resnikoff, one of the 
truly great poets of our day; Mrs. Vio- 
la Klein who is also known to our 
members, will read some of her origi- 
nal poetry. Mr. Emanuel M. Edelstein, 
a member of our Hebrew School fac- 
ulty, will deliver a brief address on 
"The Significance of Chanukah and its 
Ceremonials". 

A fine musical program will be giv- 
en by Mr. A. Kaufman, a former stu- 
dent of the Petrograd Conservatory of 
Music and the head of a well known 
Music Conservatory in this city. 

All women of the Center are cordi- 
ally invited to attend. 



MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 

In accordance with a decision adop- 
ted recently the roster of all members 
of the Center in good standing will be 
published in December. 

Members in arrears with charges 
and dues for the current year are re- 
quested to please remit payment as soon 
as possible in order to be included in 
this list. 



THE FIRST ANNUAL 

CONCERT 

arranged by the Center 
at the 

METROPOLITAN 
OPERA HOUSE 

Sunday Evening, 
MARCH 14th, 1937 



The cooperation of all members 
of the Center is requested to in- 
sure the success of this under- 
taking. The Concert is arranged 

in place of the Annual Bazaar 
of the Sisterhood. 
Please send your orders for tic- 
kets at once. Seats will be set 
aside in the order of receipt of 
reservations. 

ISIDOR FINE, Chairman 
Concert Committee 



SENATOR COPELAND FORUM 
SPEAKER DECEMBER 7th 

At our Forum on Monday evening, 
December 7th, at 8:15 o'clock, we shall 
be privileged to have with us as our 
speaker, United States Senator Royal 
S. Copeland. The subject of his ad- 
dress will be "What I saw in Pales- 
tine". This lecture will be based on 
Senator Copeland's observations as a 
member of the Committee of Three 
United States Senators who recently 
visited Palestine in an effort to inves- 
tigate conditions in the holy land. 

There will be no charge for admis- 
sion to members of the Center. An ad- 
mission fee of twenty-five cents will 
be made to non-members. 



KOL NIDRE LIST 

The December issue of the Review 
will contain the names of all those who 
responded to the appeal made at the 
Kol Nidre Services and remitted the 
amount pledged. 
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CENTER MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN 

DECEMBER 1st to 31st 

The Brooklyn Jewish Center is nationally regarded as one of the 
leading Jewish institutions of its kind in the country. 

It aims to stimulate and to foster wholesome Jewish activities 
along religious, social, educational and recreational lines. 

It is always in the vanguard of all progressive Jewish activities. 

We say this in order to stress the importance of urging your friends 
to align themselves with the members of the Brooklyn Jewish Center, 
and thereby enjoy all the privileges accorded to members of the in- 
stitution. 

The rates of membership have been greatly reduced, namely: 

$50.00 per year per family (Includes Husband, Wife and Chil- 
dren up to 21 years of age.) 
$37.50 per year for unmarried members 
$25.00 per year for girls 

Membership includes participation in all activities, 

ENROLL YOUR FRIENDS NOW! 

HON. EMANUEL GREENBERG, 
Chairman, Membership Committee 



APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Barz, Herman 

Married Leather 
Res. 921 Washington Ave. 
Bus. 715 Broadway 
Proposed by Charles Perman 

Bauinan, George O. 
Married Mortgage Commission 
Res.— 1088 Carroll Street 
Bus. — 346 Broadway 
Proposed by Isaac D. Sorgen 

Berkowitz, Albert I. 
Unmarried Attorney 
Res. 1552 President St. 
Bus. 90 West St. 
Proposed by Charles Goldstonc 

Bittner, Murray C. 
Married Bonds 
Res. 1040 Carroll St. 
Bus. 80 Broad St. 
Proposed by Samuel Stark 

Cohen, Emanuel 

Married Feathers and down 
Res. 619 Montgomery St. 
Bus. 160 - 7th St., Brooklyn 
Proposed by H. Libcrman 

Decker, Sylvia 

Unmarried Construction Co. 
Res. 681 Ralph Ave. 
Bus. 56 Beaver St. 

Esrick, David 

Unmarried Accountant 
Res. 415 Kingston Ave. 
Bus. 1472 Broadway 
Proposed by Samuel Katz and 
Samuel Stark 

Gellis, Abraham 

Unmarried Mfr. & Packer, Prov. 

Res. 1344 Carroll St. 

Bus. 37 Essex St. 

Proposed by Mrs. Jennie Gellis 

Glaubman, Harry 

Married Mfg. of Ice Cream 
Res. 289 Empire Blvd. 
Bus. 531 Tiffany St., Bronx 
Proposed by Louis Glaubman 

Gross, Rose 

Unmarried Newspaper 
Res. 348 East 91st St. 
Bus. 186 Joralemon St. 
Proposed by Martin M. Goldman 

J larmatz, Harold 
Unmarried 

Res. 251 Montgomery St. 
Proposed by Jacob Harmatz 
llalpern, Joseph 

Married Pharmaceutical 

Res. 399 Crown St. 

Bus. 1108 Clarkson Ave. 

Proposed by Judge Emanuel Grcen- 

bcrg 



Hecht, Samuel 

Unmarried Lawyer 

Res. — 573 Miller Avenue 

Bus. — 225 Fifth Avenue 

Proposed by Emanuel E. Stem field 

Hepner, Irving 

Unmarried Restaurant 
Res. 1608 Union St. 
Bus. 464 Lenox Ave. 
Proposed by Philip Jacobs 

Hurwitz, Irving 

Unmarried Student 

Res. 240 Crown St. 

Proposed by Morris D. Wender 
Husid, Murry 

Married Manufacturer of elbows 

Res. 636 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. 62 Schenectady Ave. 

Proposed by David B. Trilling 

Jentleson, Jacob 

Married Wholesale Jeweler 

Res. SOS Alontgomery St. 

Bus. 9-11 Maiden Lane 

Proposed by Said S. Abcloiv 
Kasman, Dr. Louis P. 

Married Physician 

Res. — 150 Crown Street 

Bus. — 284 New York Avenue 

Proposed by Nathan A. Horozuitz 
Levine, Samuel 

Married Teacher 

Res. 65 Ocean Ave. 

Bus. Thomas Jefferson H. S. 
Littenberg, Cyrus 

Unmarried Shipbuilding 

Res. 1624 Carroll St. 

Bus. Cumberland St. & Flushing A v. 

Proposed by A. H. Zirn 

Littenberg, Eli 

Unmarried Accountant 
Res. 1624 Carroll St. . 
Bus. 1441 Broadway 



Littenberg, Michael 

Married Int. Revenue Agent 

Res. 501 Lefferts Ave. 

Bus. 341 - 9th Ave. 

Proposed by A. H. Zirn 
Marcus, Hannah 

Unmarried Credit Clearing House 

Res. 1678 Union St. 

Bus. 15 Vanderbilt Ave. 
Marcus, Sadye 

Unmarried Millinery 

Res. 1678 Union St. 

Bus. 57 West 38th St. 
Marks, William 

Married Underwear 

Res. 1040 Carroll St. 

Bus. 330 - 5th Ave. 

Proposed by Samuel Stark 
Radutzky, Mickey 

Unmarried Law Student 

Res. 10 Balfour Place 

Proposed by M. Radutzky 
Rapaport, Bernard 

Unmarried 

Res. 427 Kingston Ave. 

Proposed by Samuel Katz and 

Samuel Stark 
Reissmann, Eugene Dr. 

Married Dentist 

Res. 1054 Park Place 

Bus. 101 East 86th St. 

Proposed by Mrs. Jeanette Abelov 
Saltz, Stephen S. 

Unmarried Attorney 

Res. 1650 President St. 

Bus. 535 - 5th Ave. 

Proposed by Dick Baum & Samuel 

Stark 
Schneider. Max 

Widower Insurance 

Res. 97 Brooklyn Ave. 

Bus. 353 Stone Ave. 

Proposed by Joseph M. Schivartz & 

Harry Strongin 
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Robbins, Hank 

Unmarried Plywood 
Res. 1460 Carroll' St. 
Bus. 178 Gardener Ave. 
Proposed by Samuel Robbi}is 

Rosenberg, Harold 
Unmarried 

Res. CO Herkimer St. 
Bus. 206 Lexington Ave. 
Proposed by Sam Munzcr 

Selden, Louis 

Unmarried Insurance 
Res. 1510 Carroll St. 
Bus. 34 Nassau St.B 
Proposed by A. H. Zirn 

Shapiro, Harold 

Unmarried Residence Club 
Res. 604 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. 140 Claremont Ave. 
Proposed by Samuel J. Meisel 

Shure, Eva Mrs. 

Res. 307 Sterling St. 

Silberg, Dr. Arnold 

Married Dentist 

Res. 699 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 737 Eastern Parkway and 
Empire State Bldg. 
Proposed by Harry Liberman and 

Maurice Bernhardt 

Spatz, Cecil 

Unmarried Importer 
Res. 558 Williams Ave. 
Bus. 32 Cooper St. 
Proposed by M. M. Goldman 

Tuchman, Jacob H. 
Married Caterer 
Res. 225 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. 667 Eastern Parkway 
Proposed by Henry Seinfel and 
Hyman Aaron 

Schwartz, Irving 

Married Meat Products 
Res. 380 Kingston Ave. 
Bus. 380 Kingston Ave. 
Proposed by Jacob S. Doner 

Weber, Mildred 

Unmarried Men's Shirts 

Res. 510 Crown St. 

Bus. 377 roadway 

Proposed by Mrs. H. E. Boskoiviti 

Weitz, Leo 

Married Book Dealer 
Res. — 250 Montgomery Street 
Bus. — 439 Madison Avenue 
Proposed by Henry H. Gross 



COLLEGIATE DANCE 

Arranged by 
THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF THE CENTER 

Saturday Evening, November 28th 

at 8:30 o'clock 

Admission by tickets only 



The following have applied for re- 
instatement in the Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter: 

Glaubman, Joseph 

Married Confectioners' Supplies 
Res. 468 Crown St. 
Bus. 817 Flushing Ave. 
Proposed by Rev. M. Rogoff and 
Louis Glaubman 

Halperin, Dr. Jacob 
Married Physician 
Res. 789 St. Marks Ave. 
Bus. 1333 President St. 
Proposed by Louis Halperin 

Kraus, Robert 

Married Wood Flooring 
Res. 1461 Carroll St. 
Bus. 16 Court St. 

EMANUEL GREENBERG 
Chairman, Membership Committee 



"PIRATES OF PENZANCE" TO BE 
PRESENTED AT THE CENTER DEC. 9th 

Gilbert and Sullivan's operetta, "Pi- 
rates of Penzance" will be presented in 
our Auditorium on Wednesday eve- 
ning, December 9th, at 8 :30 o'clock. 
The production is given by the W.P.A. 
Federal Theatre Project under the au- 
spices of our Social and Entertainment 
Committee. 

Admission will be 25 cents to all. 



"AH, WILDERNESS" TO BE PRO- 
DUCED BY THE CENTER PLAYERS 

The dramatic group of the Center 
under the leadership of Mr. Philip 
Gross will produce Eugene O'Neill's 
famous drama, "Ah, Wilderness". The 
date of this production will be an- 
nounced shortly. 

The Center Players hold their regu- 
lar meetings on Thursday evenings. 



CENTER ACADEMY 

THEATRE PARTY 

Wednesday Evening, 
December 16th, 1936 

RUTH GORDON in 

"THE COUNTRY WIFE 



HENRY MILLER THEATRE 
W. 43rd Street 



PERSONAL 

Congratulations are extended to our 
President, Mr. Joseph M. Schwartz 
upon his election as Vice-President of 
the Consolidated Taxpayers Mutual In- 
surance Company. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

We extend our sincere congratula- 
tions and best wishes to Mr. and Mrs. 
Herman I. Goldman of 479 Empire 
Boulevard, who celebrated their twenty- 
fifth wedding anniversary on Nov. 22. 



BASKETBALL GAME 



B. J. C. vs. Trupin Club 

This Saturday, November 28th 
at 9 P. M. 

Preliminary game at 8 P. M. 
Admission — 50 cents 



Saturday Evening, December 5 

at 9 o'clock 

BASKETBALL GAME 

between 

B. J. C. <& 8th Ave. Temple 

Preliminary game at 8 P. M. 
Admission — 75 cents 



Young Folks League Invitation Dance following games. 
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[Continued 

in. There is literally as well as figur- 
atively no room for artistic tempera- 
ment on the platform. 

This orchestra and choir also differ 
from others in that they have had but 
one rehearsal — and that about an hour 
ago. Their members are drawn from 
the colonies in the north as well as 
the southern districts. The tending of 
wheat fields and cows is more near to 
the Halutz than fiddling — no matter 
how close to his heart fiddling may be. 
And even if there was time — there 
would not be money to pay for the 
transportation which mass rehearsal 
would necessitate. So Yehuda is the 
link. He it was who trained the musi- 
cians singly or in pairs and the singers 
in groups, and then — just before the 
concert — they met for the first time. 

And here they are. Some of them 
have travelled far to sing to the well 
which has sprung up. Several appear 
sober-eyed and a bit bewildered. Ye- 
huda interrupts his flow of Hebrew 
long enough to address them in Ger- 
man. Newcomers. Refugees. One does 
not play with one's music balanced on 
one's knees in Berlin or Frankfurt. 
But then neither does one play to a 
well in Berlin or Frankfurt. Yehuda 
shouts directions in mingled Hebrew 
and German. The chorus, comprised 
of young men and women from near- 
by kvuzoth have their eyes riveted on 
him. He raises a commanding hand 
and his symphony slides into stride. 

The room is packed with disconnect- 
ed legs, thighs, buttocks, full red lips, 
gleaming teeth. And yet for the mo- 
ment nothing exists but Yehuda. 

In composing this symphony he in- 
sinuated himself into its every chord. 
And he renders back not only the sym- 
phony but himself. His supple body is 
alive in every muscle — the muscles that 
have learned to obey him when he 
works in the quarry. His taut arms 
and sensitive ringers weave over the 
heads of the musicians as though they 
are the violin which he is bowing. His 
fingers become momentarily immobile 
as he directs a quieter motif. It is as 
though he strains physically to induce 
from his own suspended breathing that 
bar of quiet for which he seeks. The 
tempo rises. AH Baer enu lah. Faster. 
Louder. Fuller tones. The triumphant 
bubbling of water. The flow of water. 
Cool water. You feel it running in 
rivulets over your body. Then in 
waves. Waves over your hot body. Ye- 



P O WELL 
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huda bends over the players. He is 
statuesque. He is dancing. At one and 
the same time he is statuesque and 
dancing. The chords swell to bursting. 
Ali Baer enu lah. This quarryman- 
musician is like one possessed. His 
blue shirt clings to him, wet with per- 
spiration. Perspiration runs in rivers 
down his forehead and into his eyes. 
Nothing matters. His supple body 
seems to have transfixed the players. 
He draws from them quiet. He draws 
from them the on rush of water. He is 
dancing. He is statuesque. There are 
the movements he learned in the quar- 
ry. This morning he bent to pull rocks 
from caves. Tonight he bends to pull 
rich tones and overtures from a vio- 
lin. But a Palestine quarry is a sym- 
phony. And a symphony a quarry. 

Yehuda turns to the audience and 
commands them to sing his symphony 
which they have only just heard. He 
is magnificent. He has brought to them 
the sound of water. Like a prophet 
he has tapped the rock and water has 
gushed forth. The people are intoxi- 
cated. Ali Baer enu lah. It sweeps the 
room. Ali Baer enu lah. As primitive 
peoples have lusted after the heart of 
nature in ignorance, these people are 
lusting after the heart of nature in 
knowledge. They have come back — 
back to the miracle of water. For is 
not the form of all things a circle? 
And do not the ends meet? 

The room is vital now. Vital with 
hot breaths and sweat. And through it 
comes this rush of clean water from 
the finger-tips of a quarryman. The 
heads still peer over the ledges of the 
windows like so many busts in a 
sculptor's workshop. They send in 
their voices from the cold, grey, driz- 
zling rain. 

Rain. Hot breaths. Sweat. Water. 
Elemental things. Maddeningly ele- 
mental. With the sweat in your nos- 
trils ; the swelling chords in your ears ; 
and Yehuda's suppleness filling your 
eyes, you are close to the ecstatic mad- 
ness of the elemental. To the madness 
that sends folk dancing naked to the 
full moon. 

Yehuda no longer exists. Nor the 
disconnected arms and legs and bos- 
oms. All are one. Rain and sound and 
motion and bodies. And water stream- 
ing over hot bodies. Water from wells. 

From fountains . . . 

From pools . . . 

From ponds . . . 

From brooks . . 



From streams . . . 
From rivers . . . 
From seas . . . 

From the breast of the earth like 
milk. 

"And the spirit of God moved upon 
the face of the waters . . ." And now 
in this room there is nothing — nothing 
beyond the face of the waters. The 
waters slide together. We are beneath. 
Beneath the cool clear waters. 

"And God said, Let there be a firma- 
ment in the midst of the waters, and 
let it divide the waters from the wa- 
ters." And now there is a firmament 
in the room. The waters divide and 
there is firmament. For Yehuda has 
stepped down from the platform. A 
table is brought in. And wine in tin 
kettles. And peanuts. And cakes. Ye- 
huda raises his thick cup in a toast 
to the well-diggers. And Yehuda is 
toasted in the red wine from the ket- 
tles. 

That is the well whereof the Lord 
spake unto Moses. Gather the people 
together and I will give them water. 
The princes digged the well, the nobles 
of the people digged. 

The princes — the nobles — Yehuda — 
the well-diggers. Yehuda drinks. The 
well-diggers drink. The choir drinks. 
The orchestra drinks red wine from 
the kettles. And they eat cake. Cake 
with raisins tonight because a well 
sprang up. Sing ye unto it. 

And Israel sang this song. 



PAUL MUNI 
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3 — He has never played with the 
Theatre Guild. 

4 — 'This story was prepared before 
Pasteur" was released. 

5 — To be taken with two grains of 
salt. 

6 — -This inclination possessed him 
only when he was very young. 

7 — In more familiar circles this dish 
is known as sour cream and vege- 
tables, or sour cream and potatoes, or 
sour cream and cheese. 

8 — He is only passably fond of 
Sholom Aleichem, Peretz, Hirschbein. 
I. L. Petetz and some others in the 
same category. 

9 — He was married to Bella Finkel 
fifteen years ago. She was a "sou- 
brette" on the Yiddish stage and pre- 
viously engaged to another actor. 
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ISRAEL ZANGWILL 

its one — after its hundredth — achieve- 
ment has still its career, to work out 
common ideas, to evolve en masse a 
contribution to international welfare. 
There is no valid reason why Israel 
should be considered (especially by Is- 
raelites only) as the sole exception to 
a rule as old as history itself. 

In this artificial and futile philosophy 
of Jewish self-immolation on the altar 
of international good, Zangwill certain- 
ly had no faith. From the moment of 
his first meeting with Herzl in London 
(1895) he was a convinced, ardent and 
effective worker for a Jewish National 
Home. He had a profound admiration 
for Herzl. One of the memorable pas- 
sages in "Dreamers of the Ghetto'' is 
his description of Herzl at the First 
Congress: "... a majestic, Oriental 
figure, the President's. ... In a con- 
gress of impassioned rhetoricians he 
remains serene, moderate; his voice is 
in- the most part subdued ; in its emo- 
tional abandonments there is a dry un- 
dertone, almost harsh . . . and yet be- 
neath all this statesmanlike prose, 
touched with the special dryness of the 
jurist, lurk the romance of the poet 
and the purposeful vagueness of the 
modern evolutionist; the fantasy of the 
Hungarian, the dramatic self-consci- 
ousness of the literary artist, the heart 
of the Jew." 

Zangwill and Herzl did not always 
agree as to detail and even as to policy, 
and only in 1899 did Zangwill in the 
matter of the Jewish Colonial Trust 
become definitely a partisan of Herzl. 
In London at that time he said : "Dr. 
Herzl is the first Jewish politician to 
put his life at the service of the Jews 
— others had millions, but not political 
genius. Dr. Herzl has the political ge- 
nius, but not the millions". 

It is not possible to compress into 
this article an adequate discussion of 
Zangwill's work for Zionism. It dif- 
fered in method from that which has 
become the authorized pattern, and in 
his insistence upon the formation of 
the Jewish Territorial Organization, 
may even have been harmful to the 
cause although terrified to individual 
settlers. Nevertheless, the informing 
spirit of his programme was an in- 
tensely loyal Jewishness. When in the 
earlier years (agreeing in this instance 
with Herzl) he favored the acceptance 
of the Uganda territory offered by 
England, and when in later years he 
labored (contrary to now generally ac- 
cepted Zionist principles) for the ter- 
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ritorial group, that involved no essen- 
tial opposition to Zionism. It was only 
a concession on his part to the then- 
apparently insuperable difficulties' of 
regaining Palestine. "The soul" he 
wrote "is greater than the soil, and the 
Jewish soul can create its Palestine 
anywhere without necessarily losing the 
historic aspiration for the Holy Land". 

Zangwill died in the year 1926. In 
the sixty-two years of his life he cre- 
ated a content of personal achievement 
and of labor for Jewry which is one 
of the proud records of modern Israel. 
As interpreter of his people to an alien 



world he helped mightily in removing 
the barriers of misunderstanding and in 
facilitating a mutual acceptance between 
the old order and the new. Through the 
medium of a gifted pen he took part 
in the formation and guidance of o- 
pinion on many of the important ques- 
tions of his day. The slogans which 
he struck off have become the princi- 
ples of numerous adherents. He was 
a force for good in his own generation ; 
and it is entirely likely that in the writ- 
ten words which he left behind he will 
for generations to come continue to 
impress the mind and the conscience 
of posterity. 
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blackshirts have been aggressive every- 
where in their denunciations of the 
Jews, and their acts have led to rioting 
and bloodshed. Fortunately for the 
Jews, their resistance to such activities 
has been aided by the cooperation of 
the democratic forces, including labor. 
The English church, too, has sympa- 
thized with the Jews and has expressed 
its disapprobation of the anti-Semitic 
activities of the Fascists. 

Typical is the resolution adopted by 
the London Diocesan Conference 
wherein it "asserts the fact that Jew 
and Christian are children of God, and 
therefore calls on all Christians to stand 
firm against any and every attempt to 
arouse anti-Semitic feeling for politi- 
cal or any other ends." 

The Bishop of London, who presided 
over that conference, said that the res- 
idents of the East End, the Jewish 
quarter, were the most peaceable peo- 
ple in the world. "It is monstrous," he 
declared, "that a body of outsiders 
should go down to disturb the peace of 
East London. Jew and Gentile must 
make a common front to meet the in- 
terference of outsiders." 

It is interesting to note that Mos- 
ley's Fascist activities have not met 
the favor of Mussolini. In an editorial 
appearing in the Popolo D'ltalia, his 
organ, and believed to have been in- 
spired by him, it is declared that Mos- 
ley's work has been a failure and has 
shown that real Fascism is only an 
Italian product. The editorial also de- 
preciates Mosley's adoption of unsci- 
entific race theories. 



A STRIKING illustration of the 
extent to which justice and hu- 
manity have been banished 
from Germany may be found in the 
decisions of its courts. Following are 
typical cases. 

In Eibenstock, near Leipzig, the 
court sentenced to prison for eighteen 
months a 65-year old Jew who had ad- 
vertised in a newspaper for a woman 
companion. Although his name, Julius 
Levy, sufficiently indicated he was no 
"Aryan," he was convicted for hav- 
ing failed to state in the advertisement 
that he was a Jew, with the object of 
misleading "Aryan" women. 

A Jew who had referred to a local 
landowner as either a Jew or a half- 
Jew was sentenced by the Konigsberg 
court to a fine of 120 marks or forty 
days' imprisonment. The court de- 
clared that "in modern Germany it is 
generally recognized as a legal prin- 
ciple that to call a German a Jew is 
to insult him. 

In Arnsberg, a Jewish cattle mer- 
cant was arrested and deprived of the 
right to deal in cattle because he had 
purchased animals at high prices. In 
Altenahr, another Jewish cattle dealer 
was arrested for the same "offense." 

In Feuchtwanger, Bavaria, a Jewish 
banker was arrested on the charge that 
he was too liberal in granting credits 
to his clients, thereby endangering the 
capital of depositors in his bank. 
* * * 

Catholic and Protestant clergymen 
have been indignantly protesting 
against the latest campaign of anti- 
(Continued on Next Page) 
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Semitic Stucrmcr, to have the Bible 
eliminated from German schools be- 
cause "the Old Testament reflects the 
Jewish spirit." A reason for the Stuer- 
mcrs objective is furnished by an ar- 
ticle in a Nazi organ which complained 
that children are having difficulty m 
reconciling what they are told about 
the Jews in religious classes and what 
their parents tell them about the Jews. 
The paper quotes a girl who said: 
"When I visit the city with mummy, 
we are not allowed to buy from Jews. 
But our Scripture teacher tells us 
that God commanded Moses to deliver 
the Ten Commandments to the people. 
Yet Moses was a Jew." 



-\nti-Semitism seems to have be- 
come more than a fetish m Germany 
attempt is now made to raise it to a 
science. And since science and pro- 
fessors go hand in hand, what more na- 
tural than to have a P™f«sor of anti- 
Semitism ? A notorious special* m that 
subiect is Dr. Von Leers, fcext to 
Streicher, he is probably the most vio- 
lent anti-Semite in Germany. So now 
he has been made professor of what 
may be designated "Scientific anti- 
Semitism." Officially, his is described 
as a professorship m the legal-politi- 
cal and social science on a racial basis. 
* * * 

H the German people ever become 
tired of or disgusted at the mass of 
filthv anti-Semitic vituperation spewed 
it them bv their leaders, they need not 
go beyond their own language to find 
refreshing and wholesome surcease. 
Written in their own tongue is a re- 
cent work of the highest worth. Head 
ed by Hugh Walpole, an international 
committee'awarded to Yoldma Foldcs 
a $20,000 prize for the best book of 
the year in the German language. The 



author, some may wish to note, is a 
Hungarian Jewess. 

* * * 

At the time of the recent Olympics, 
a number of Iraqi journalists had been 
specially invited to the games at the ex- 
pense of the German legation in Bag- 
dad. The fruits of such hospitality are 
now being displayed in the intense 
Nazi propaganda which has been go- 
ing on in Iraq. Violent anti-Semitic 
attacks, resulting in bloodshed and des- 
truction of property, have been made. 
The anti-Jewish agitation, it is said, is 
being fomented by German agents. In 
spite of the publication of a manifesto 
by the Pro-Palestine Arab Committee 
calling on Iraqi Arabs to live in peace 
with the Jews, the anti-Jewish tension 
is increasing. So serious has the situ- 
ation become that censorship has been 
imposed there. 



MEMBERSHIP CHANUKAH 
CELEBRATION 

Thursday evening, December 10 

at 8:30 o'clock 

A fine program of entertainment in keep- 
ing with the spirit oi Chanukah will _ follow 
a brief business meeting. Refreshments 
will be served. 

All members of the Center, their wives 
and adult sons and daughters, are cordi- 
ally invited. 



CHANUKAH 

By Ida Hirsh Levitt 

WE had a Judas Maccabeus 
In years that long have passed. 
His strength came down through all 

the years 
To live in us at last. 

His faith that right would conquer 
might 

Led him and his brave band 

To glory and to victory, 

Now sung in every land. 
The day's supply of oil burned bright 
For eight days without end, 
Proclaiming to the world at large 
That freedom must ascend. 

So, with his spirit guiding us 

Let us united be 

And reverence of Chanukah 

In tiny candles see. 



"Better days, at least in promise, seem 
to be in store for the Jews in Hun- 
gary. During the regime of the late 
Premier Julius Goemboes, Zionist act- 
ivity in that country had been forbid- 
den. The present premier, Kolman 
Daranvi has lifted the official ban. 
Moreover, he has outlawed a newly- 
organized anti-Semitic party. 

An interesting item coming from 
that country relates to the re-conver- 
sion of a well-known baptised Jew. 
On his death-bed, Baron Peter van 
Ilatvanv, a Hungarian sugar magnate, 
summoned Chief Rabbi Dr. Hervesi 
and desired to return to the Jewish 
fold. His wish was granted and he was 
enabled to be buried in a Jewish cem- 



etery. A large part of his fortune he 

bequeathed to the Jewish community. 
* * * 

The Polish government is still soli- 
citous about finding places to which its 
Jews can emigrate (leaving their cap- 
ital behind, of course). The latest pro- 
posal which it is said Poland will make 
to the League of Nations is that Great 
Britain be urged to permit the settle- 
ment of 200,000 Polish Jews on the 
British island of Cyprus in the Medi- 
terranean. 

At home, despite reassuring and 
friendly gestures from time to time 
made by its officials, the Polish gov- 
ernment has done nothing to alleviate 
the wretched economic condition of 
the Jews or to give them substantial 
protection against physical attack. 

To cope with the Polish situation, 
the following program was adopted at 
the latest meeting of the Administra- 
tive Committee of the Federation of 
Polish Jews in New York: 1 — To 
take up with diplomatic representatives 
of the Polish government the question 
of the Jewish situation there, and, if 
it fails, to organize a nation-wide pro- 
test ; 2 — To discuss possible joint ac- 
tion with the International Committee 
on the Christian Approach to the Jew 
in an attempt to combat anti-Semitism 
in Poland. 

The Jew has so often been reviled in 
Poland and charged with offenses of 
a criminal nature as to make very wel- 
come to Jewry the official Polish sta- 
tistics on the prevalence of crime 
among the different kinds of inhabit- 
ants. Whereas the Jews comprise 10 
per cent of the population the propor- 
tion of crimes committed by them 
ranges from 1.7% in the case of mur- 
der to 4% in the case of theft. By the 
official figures the Jews are shown to 
be among Poland's most law-abiding 
citizens. Incidentally, the latest statis- 
tics in Lithuania disclose that only 3% 
of the criminals are Jewish, although 
the Jews constitute 7% of the popu- 
lation. 

OPEN MEETING OF THE NOMINAT- 
ING COMMITTEE DECEMER 3rd 

The Nominating Committee of the 
Center will hold an open meeting on 
Thursday evening, December 3rd, at 
8:30 o'clock. 

Members of the Center who are de- 
sirous of making suggestions to the 
committee for the nomination of of- 
ficers, trustees and members of the 
Governing Board to be voted upon at 
the Annual Meeting are requested to 
meet the committee on that evening. 
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To Those Who Have Not 
Selected A Final Resting 
Place 

An opportunity is now afforded to 
provide a final resting place in one of 
the finest Jewish Cemeteries in the city, 
at a price within the reach of the aver- 
age person. 

The Brooklyn Jewish Center offers 
to its members and their friends the 
private plots it has purchased on the 
old Montefiore Cemetery at Springfield, 
Long Island, at prices below the market 
value and upon convenient terms of 
payment. 

It is both wise and economical to 
make provisions for a burial plot in ad- 
vance instead of leaving it to a hur- 
ried choice on the part of a stranger 
or neighbor. Such neglect often results 
in hardship bewilderment and unnec- 
essary expense. 

Do not postpone action on this im- 
portant matter in your life. Write TO- 
DAY for additional information, using 
the coupon printed below. Without any 
obligation, we shall forward an illus- 
trated booklet giving full details regard- 
ing prices and terms of payment. 
MAIL THE COUPON TODAY 



Brooklyn Jewish Center, 
667-691 Eastern Parkway, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Please send to the address below 
your illustrated booklet giving de- 
tailed information regarding your pri- 
vate family plots on the old Monte- 
fiore cemetery. 



Name 



Address 



LECTURES ON MODERN LITERATURE 
AND PSYCHOLOGY 

Under the joint auspices of the 
Forum and Education Committee and 
the W.P.A. Adult Education Program, 
course lectures on Modern Literature is 
given on Wednesday evenings at 8:15 
o'clock at the Center. 

On Wednesday evening, December 
2nd, Air. Kaplan who is delivering 
these lectures, will speak on "The Lit- 
erature of Disillusionment". This lec- 
ture will treat William Faulkner's fa- 
mous work "Absalom", also Aldous 
Huxley's popular book "Eyeless in 
Gaza". 

The Forum and Education Commit- 
tee announces two courses of lectures 
in Psychology which are now held in 
our building under the auspices of the 
W.P.A. Adult Education Program. 
Both these courses are given by Miss 
Florence Rosen, an expert in the field 
of psychology. 

The course in Child Psychology is 
held in the Men's Social Room every 
Wednesdav afternoon at three o'clock. 



Another course in Modern Psychology 
is held on Wednesday evenings at 8:15 
o'clock in the dining room. 
Admission is free to all. 



A WORD OF THANKS 

We gratefully acknowledge receipt 
of the following donations made re- 
centlv to the Center : 



Subscriptions to 
purchase of books 
Nazi-banned books 
David Shapiro 
Isidore Fine 
Ph. Brenner 
Fred Kronish 
Morris Weinberg 
William Salzman 
A. Block- 
Simon H. Kugel 
Harrv Weinberg 
Wm." Ball 
Max Herzfeld 



the fund for the 
for the Library of 

Benj. Kaplan 
H. A. Freedman 
Louis Halperin 
Hyman Rachmil 
Morris Rosenfeld 
M. M. Rutchik 
John Schames 
Alex Bernstein 
Samuel Katz 
J. Silberberg 
Louis Simon 
Donation of books for the library : 
Jacob Doner Henry Seinfel 

Harry Liberman Dr. A. Silberg 
Mrs. L. Rosenman Dr. A. Smith 
Ira L. Rosenson 

Dr. I. H. Levinthal in honor of Mrs. 
Levinthal's birthday. 

Donation of Taleisim : Simon J. Lapof 



JOINT THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

For the first time in Brooklyn Jew- 
ish life a joint Thanksgiving Service 
arranged under the auspices of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Ministers Association 
will be held at our Center this Thurs- 
day morning, November 26th, promptly 
at eleven o'clock. 

The Rev. Dr. Samuel Goldenson, 
rabbi of Temple Emanuel of New 
York, and Rabbi Abraham M. Heller, 
President of the Brooklyn Jewish Min- 
isters Association, will deliver address- 
es. 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7 :00 and 8 :00 
o'clock. 

Mincha Services at 4:30 P. M. 

SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of Candles at 4:16 P. M. 
Fridav Evening Services at 4 :30 
P. M. 

Sabbath Morning Services (Parsha 
Vayishlah) will commence at 8:45 o'- 
clock. Rabbi Levinthal will preach on 
the weekly portion of the Torah. 

Mincha Services at 4 :30 P. M. 

Class in Ein Yaakob, under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh, at 3:30 
P. M. 




/6S5 mxxv avt 

BROOKLYN . N.Y 



Wedding 
Decorations 

Our Specialty 



We Carry A Complete 
Line of 

FRUIT BASKETS 

FOR EVERY OCCASION 



THE BROOKLYN JEWISH 
CENTER'S OFFICIAL 
FLORIST 



Telephone: Dickens 2-4000 
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THE ARAB AND THE JEW IN PALESTINE 

{Continued from Page 4) 



of the Arabs have of the benefits de- 
rived from Jewish immigration. 

I wonder how many have noticed a 
minor, but significant bit of news that 
appeared among the dispatches from 
Palestine lately, to the effect that cer- 
tain Arabs were making up a list of 
signatures to attach to a note asking 
the government not to stop Jewish im- 
migration. I don't know how success- 
ful this attempt was, but that such an 
incident could have taken place at this 
time proves that there are inherent 
feelings of friendship and understand- 
ing between the Jew and Arab. 

As for the attitude of the Arab 
masses to the Jews, it is only in such 
purely Arabic cities as Sechem, Tul, 
Karin, Nazareth and some others that 
an antagonism to the Jew exists which 
may be considered lasting and not a 
temporary phase. The case is entirely 
different in the mixed cities of Haifa 
and Jerusalem. There the two races 
not only rub elbows with one another, 
but are actually interdependent in their 
various business dealings. It is well 
known that Haifa was least affected 
by the disorders despite all sorts of 
provocations and despite the fiercest 
efforts of the strikers to bring Haifa 
into line. The port of Haifa remained 
open throughout the strike, which was 
hardly noticeable in the cafes or the 
markets. Even the shopkeepers found 
it easy to do business. 

Why was this so ? Because for years 
the Arabs in these cities linked their 
interests to the Jews. They rent to 
each their stores and dwellings, they 
buy and sell their wares to one an- 
other. Several of the bus lines are 
owned by Arabs and their most f re- 
quest passengers are Jews. Similarly, 
the Jewish lines are full of Arab 
passengers although some of the Arab 
buses run parallel to the Jewish. 

The same situation exists in most 
Jewish colonies where the vegetable 
and fruit trade is so completely in 
Arab hands that the Jewish gardener 
wishing to dispose of his produce, has 
no alternative but to sell it wholesale 
to the Arab dealers. This was very 
often the experience of the agricultur- 
al school with which I was associated. 
All the surplus vegetables which were 
sent to the market were almost boy- 
cotted by the Jewish women because 
they had become so much accustomed 
to dealing with the Arabs. Several 



times we attempted to break this Arab 
monopoly but failed. My colleague, the 
agronom, protested and cursed, yet 
was forced to turn over his produce to 
the Arabs, who sold it to the Jewish 
customers at a higher price than he 
was willing to accept. 

To appreciate this condition one 
must know that during the strike, un- 
der the very eyes of the rioters, this 
trading was continued almost uninter- 
ruptedly. I remember when one of our 
heroic guards was killed at Hadera 
there was an impressive funeral cere- 



mony. Thousands stood listening sil- 
ently to the eulogies and orations, tears 
in their eyes and their hearts overflow- 
ing with grief and bitterness. These 
emotions turned instinctively into a 
spirit of revenge, and the local council 
acted wisely in preventing the Arabs 
from entering the colony that day. But 
the next morning the Artbs again fill- 
ed the market place. 

These incidents are well worth con- 
sidering to indicate the existing inter- 
relationship between Jew and Arab in 
Palestine, and interrelationship which 
is awaiting more peaceful days to bring 
about fruitful results. 



THE MACCABEES IN AMERICA 

( Continued from Page 12) 



of information: The Maccabees won 
every one of their 25 contests! 

Their record here might have been 
as imposing, were it not for two fac- 
tors. The boys were tired after their 
long trip with its overnight stands, 
and an unfortunate affair in St. Louis 
contributed greatly to a letdow T n. 

After winning in New York, and 
elicitating paens of praise for their 
opening victory at the Yankee Stadi- 
um before 30,000, routing a powerful 
selected New York State All Star team 
6 to 0, the Maccabees continued with 
paramount success in Brooklyn, Phila- 
delphia, Chicago and Detroit until they 
came to St. Louis. There in a tough, 
body-contact game, several of their 



"BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER" 

CENTER'S 
"New Year's Eve Revel" 

Thursday Evening, 
DECEMBER 31st, 1936 

Dinner and Dance Music by the 
famous orchestra under the 
personal leadership oi 
HENRY TOBIAS 

JOIN THE CENTER MERRY CROWDS. 
ARRANGE TO CELEBRATE THE 
NEW YEAR AT THE CENTER . , . 



stars were injured and others severely 
bruised and the eleven bowed, 3 to 2, 
for their first setback. The result was 
that thereafter they lost four games 
and tied two, thus beclouding the five 
previous victories they had compiled. 

But the press and fans recognized 
the injustice of their treatment and 
well understood how, crippled, the} 
were hardly able to continue their for- 
mer pace. Their final New York ap- 
pearance was marred by a heavy rain- 
storm, but the fact that they lost to an 
All Star team did not detract from their 
essential merit. 

The Jewish lads served to introduce 
into this country a new style of attack. 
They advocate the Scotch style, that 
of close, accurate passing, intermingled 
with the speed of the English, and this 
combination served as an eye-opener 
to the amorphous American method of 
attack. The great impression they made 
is certain to have repercussions in local 
circles next year. 

Their stars can rank with the best 
in the world today. Xotably they are 
the great goalie, Eisner, Captain Don- 
enfeld, Iliv Westerman and Mathlis. 

It is to be hoped that the}' will be 
seen in this country again next year. 
v'v.vtainly their appearance anywhere 
is a treat for all sports lovers, and they 
have done more to help the good name 
of Palestine and Jews than half a do- 
zen good-will projects. 
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FOOD FOR THE INTELLECTUAL important contribution to the thinking 
(Continued from Page 9) 



of a troubled age." 



Aristotle "is only incidental" to Mai- 
monides, "a mere logical scaffolding" 
to help him better to present his own 
Jewish views (p.144). 

Thus taking Maimonides as the 
crowning illustration of his thesis, the 
author presents a view which may seem 
novel to our intellectuals, but which 
will undoubtedly make them more wary 
of their reliance upon science alone for 
the solution of life's most vexing prob- 
lems, and which, we feel, will win from 
them a new respect for those views 
which were intuitively reached by the 
great of their own people. 

Dr. Goldman is to be congratulated 
for having produced a thought-provok- 
ing book, rich in illustrative Jewish 
teaching. The fact that in a volume of 
257 pages, 53 pages are devoted to 
notes and references, shows the vast 
amount of reading and research upon 
which this study is based. This review- 
er agrees with Ludwig Lewisohn that 
we have here "an amazingly fresh and 



HEBREW SCHOOL CHANUKAH 
PARTY DECEMBER 8th 

The Hebrew School of the Center 
will hold a Chanukah Party in the 
Dining Room of our building on Tues- 
day evening, December 8th. The par- 
ty is arranged as a three-fold celebra- 
tion : To mark the large increase in the 
number of pupils registered in our 
school during this season ; to welcome 
the return of Mr. Mordecai Halevi as 
head instructor of the school; and to 
greet Mr. Frank SchaefFer upon his re- 
cent appointment as chairman of the 
Hebrew Education Committee. 

All parents of Hebrew School pupiis 
and friends of the school are requested 
to reserve that evening and attend this 
Chanukah Part) 1 . 



CLUB ACTIVlTiES 

Maccabees — Sons of Center mem- 
bers 13 to 15 years of age. Meetings 



held on Saturday evenings at S o'clock. 
Athletic period second and fourth Sat- 
urday at 7 P. M. 

Yi valets — Daughters of Center mem- 
bers 13 to 15 year;, of age. Meeting 
night — Saturday at eight o'clock. 

Center Club — -Sons and daughters 
of Center members, boys 15 to 17 and 
girls 14 to 16 years of age. Meetings 
— Saturdays at 8 P. M. 

Girl Scouts — Meetings are held 
every Wednesday evening at 7 P. M. 

Boy Scouts — 12 to 16 years of age. 
Troop meetings are held on Thursdavs 
at 7 P. M. 

Junior League — Membership open 
to girls 36 to 19 years of age and boys 
between the ages of 17 to 20. Meeting*. 
— Mondays at 8 P. M. 

Center Players — Open to adult mem- 
bers and sons and daughters of Center 
members. Meetings — Thursda\> at 
8:30 P. M. 

Young Folks League — Meetings arc- 
held on the third Thursday of each 
month. Membership is open to single 
members and adult sons and daughter-, 
of Center members. 
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EXPERT WORKMANSHIP in EVERY PAIR of 

TREE-MARK SHOES 




If you were to go to a custom shoe- 
maker and order a pair of shoes to 
your measure you could not get better 
fitting shoes than Tree-Mark can offer 
you. The most skilled craftsmen, with 
many years of experience, make Tree- 
Mark shoes, and they make them from 
the finest leathers, and in a manner 



that provides comfort, durability and 
beauty. 

There is no need for you to suffer from 
bad feet. When you walk out in a pair 
of Tree-Mark shoes you walk towards 
foot-health. 

Prices harmonize with the times — from 
$6.95. 



FREE 

A now booklet on the Care 
of the Feet will be sent to you 
by the Tree-Mark Shoe Com- 
pany on receipt of your name 
and address. 




6 DELANCEY STREET 
NEW YORK 



Tree-Mark Podiatrists are al- 
ways at the service of our 
customers. There is no charge 
for feet examination. Avail 
yourself of this service. 
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THE MEAN NG OF ORT 

POSITIVE JUDAISM 

THE STORY OF A ROMANTIC 
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ZIONISM IN SOVIET RUSSIA 
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1936 



Consolidated Taxpayers Mutual 
Insurance Company 




DEVOTED SOLELY TO OWNERS', LANDLORDS' and TENANTS' 
LIABILITY INSURANCE, THE CONSOLIDATED OFFERS PROP- 
ERTY OWNERS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, AN IMMEDIATE 
20% REDUCTION UPON THEIR YEARLY PREMIUM. THIS SUB- 
STANTIAL SAVING CAN ALSO BE SECURED ON ELEVATOR 
INSURANCE. 



Inquiries Welcomed 
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Mrs. Roosevelt Sees It Through 




RS. ELEANOR ROOSE- 
VELT visited recently a Jew- 
ish school — the Center Aca- 



demy of Far Rockaway, and in her 
syndicated column which appears in 
many cities of this land, she made a 
striking observation. After telling how 
interested and impressed she was with 
the program of Hebrew studies that the 
school was imparting to these children, 
she commended the effort "to preserve 
the knowledge and culture of their race 
and make it of value to young Amer- 
ica." 

Continuing her observations, the first 
lady of the land added: "I wonder if 
many racial groups could not take a 
leaf out of their book and if the re- 
sult might not be far-reaching in mak- 
ing us quite understand other nations 
and what we have drawn from them. 
Respect is the first requisite to good 
fellowship." 



OX the 17th day of this month, 
in the presence of the leaders 
in Jewish thought in America, 
there began the first of a series of bril- 
liant meetings that are to mark the 
semi-centennial of the Jewish Theolo- 
gical Seminary of America. Governor 
Lehman, who was the principal speak- 
er that evening, spoke not only as the 
Governor of our State, but as a great 
Jew who appreciates the role that the 
Seminary has played in these fifty 
years in the fields of Jewish learning, 
scholarship and religious life and 
thought. 

Through its library, which to-day 
possesses the largest and best collection 
of Jewish books and manuscripts in all 
the world, through its faculty, which 
numbers some of the greatest and most 
distinguished Jewish scholars in their 
respective fields, and through the work 



Airs. Roosevelt, by these words, 
proves that she clearly understands 
and appreciates the implications of true 
Democracy. Democracy does not de- 
mand of any cultural or racial group 
to drown its identity. On the contrary, 
real Democracy is only then achieved 
it each group remains true to the finest 
products of its own soul, and learns to 
regard with appreciation and respect 
the achievements of its sister groups. 

What Mrs. Roosevelt here sees 
through, many of her own people, alas, 
fail to appreciate. A good Jewish edu- 
cation in all the cultural and religious 
achievements of our people will not 
only make our children better Jews, 
but better Americans as well. For they 
will acquire a spiritual treasure from 
which they will be able to make a real 
offering for the development and the 
growth of an ideal America. — /. H. L. 



of its hundreds of graduates serving 
in almost every part of this land and 
Canada, the Seminary has done much 
to enrich our Jewish life and to give 
meaning and vitality to our great cul- 
tural and spiritual heritage. 

The fact that leading educators — 
men like President Conant of Harvard, 
Butler of Columbia, Coffin of the Union 
Theological Seminary, and others who 
will participate in this celebration — 
speak in the greatest appreciation of 
the achievements of the Seminary 
ought to move the Jews of America 
not only with a sense of great pride 
but also with a holy resolve to so as- 
sure the future of the Seminary that 
it may continue, in ever larger meas- 
ure, to be the bulwark of strength in 
the upbuilding and strengthening of 
Jewish life in America. 



ART AS AN EXPRESSION OF 
JEWISH LIFE 

IT is a pity that Jews in America, 
with all the progress many of them 
have made in culture and education, 
have not yet learned to appreciate the 
cultural value of Art and artistic ex- 
pression. So few homes, even of our 
wealthiest in the community, give evi- 
dence of any such appreciation, especi- 
ally of Jewish art. You will find in 
some of these homes furnishings that 
are the choice of the most expensive 
decorators. But they remain cold and 
empty of any content — certainly of any 
Jewish content — because of the absence 
of even a single artistic creation that 
would give it a Jewish symbolism and 
Jewish meaning. The Center has rea- 
lized this void and has consistently en- 
deavored to bring home to our people 
an appreciation of and a love for these 
expressions that have come from the 
hands of some of our most gifted ar- 
tists, painters and sculptors. The ex- 
hibition of the works of Temima 
Nimtzowitz that was recently held in 
our Center, the previous exhibitions of 
Raskin, Schatz, Pilichovsky and a host 
of others, were all dedicated to that 
end. Recently there has been opened 
in the Chanin Building in New York 
the Halevi Art Associates, a studio de- 
voted exclusively to the advancement 
of Jewish art, where some of the finest 
work of men like Elias Grossman, Jo- 
seph Margulies, Lionel Reiss, Saul 
Raskin, William Meyerowitz, and a 
host of others, are exhibited for the 
delight of those who can see in art 
one of the noblest expressions of the 
mind of man. 

Is it too much to hope that as a 
result of their efforts our people will 
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begin to value the Jewish works of 
these artists and, by bringing them 
within the portals of their homes, 
change the colorless, lifeless, expres- 
sionless, tone of these homes into ci- 
tadels of Jewish beauty and character. 



A TASK THAT MUST BE 
SHARED BY ALL 

THE Center Membership Campaign 
which is now at its very height, 
must not be regarded as a task 
that belongs to a small group alone. 
Neither the officers alone, nor the 
Trustees and Governing Board alone, 
nor the Membership Committee alone, 
can achieve the goal that has been set. 
It can be achieved even within the 
short period that has been assigned for 
it if every member of our Center will 
regard this as his or her personal task 
and responsibility. It is a duty that 
must be assumed and shared by every 
individual in our institution. Then and 
then only can success be ours. 

The writer of these lines is absolute- 
ly convinced that there are in our com- 
munity five hundred men and women 
who can, who should and who ought 
to be affiliated with us in the work of 
strengthening Jewish life in our midst. 
They are but waiting to be asked, to 
be invited to share the holy work that 
is ours. Let us feel the call to ask, and 
we are confident that our neighbors 
and friends will respond, as Jews have 
ever responded when a call to duty 
came to them: Hineni! Here I am! 
I am ready to do my share to serve 
our God and our people ! 

— Israel H. Levinthal 



ZIONISM IN SOVIET RUSSIA 

ONE of the serious problems of 
the Jewish people which under 
other conditions would doubt- 
less engage our attention and effort to 
a conspicuous degree is the status of 
the Zionist movement in Soviet Russia. 
Also there is the whole matter of the 
connection of Russian Jews with the 
common bond of Hebrew culture. That 
.the condition is unsatisfactory is vague- 
ly known to many people but the vis 
major of concern over Palestine ob- 
scures the other difficulty. Pierre van 
Paassen in "The New Palestine", is- 
sue of December 4th, 1936, brings the 
question once again into sharp relief. 

Mr. Van Paassen writes from first- 
hand experience, having made many 
trips to Soviet Russia both to observe 
the situation and to intercede with the 



government for its improvement. His 
report is no less than alarming, both 
because of the facts which he cites and 
because of the pessimistic conclusion 
at which he arrives. 

Briefly put, the facts are that Zion- 
ism as an ideology and any loyalty to 
it and any effort in its behalf are strict- 
ly interdicted. The old Russian leaders 
in the movement are terrified by police 
and governmental repressions. In net 
effect, the four million Jews residing 
in Russia are by the pressure of a hos- 
tile philosophy being cut off from the 
body of Israel in this most Jewish of 
all purposes and labors. 

With native insight and keen judg- 
ment Van Paassen understands and 
makes very clear the fundamental rea- 
son for Soviet opposition to Zionism, 
a phenomenon which otherwise might 
seem peculiarly unreal. It must be con- 
ceded that the record of Soviet leaders 
shows them to be otherwise exception- 
ally skillful politicians and perhaps 
even diplomats and statesmen. The 
deliberate outraging, therefore, of the 
feelings and sentiments not only of 
millions of Jews but of liberals 
throughout the world would be a per- 
plexing matter were it not for Van 
Paassen's elucidation of the reason. 
That reason he finds to exist in the 
fundamental opposition between the 
Hebraic democracy and high evalua- 



(Nine years ago Louis Marshall de- 
livered an address on "The Major 
Problems of American Jewry" before 
a gathering of the Jewish Education 
Society. This association has now re- 
printed this address as a pronounce- 
ment equally significant teday. Fol- 
lowing is an excerpt from it. — Editor.) 

THERE is no use in mincing words. 
If we, the Jewish people, ever 
come to the stage when we fail to 
respond to the call of Jewish education, 
we will have done what our enemies 
never succeeded in doing, what the 
Romans and Greeks and all the nations 
of the earth were unable to do. We 
will have destroyed ourselves. We will 
have written our own death-warrant. 

I cannot conceive of a Jew who can 
truthfully call himself a real Jew if he 
is ignorant of Judaism, if he is not 
versed in Biblical lore, if he is ignor- 
ant of Jewish history, if he has not 
been trained in Jewish ethics. Such a 
person may, on some theory or other, 
be called a Jew but he might just as 



tion of the individual as opposed to the 
essential Soviet contempt for the indi- 
vidual and deification of the mass in 
society. 

It is this inescapable hostility be- 
tween two W eltans chaungs, more even 
than the facts of the repressions them- 
selves, which generates Van Paassen's 
pessimism. Nor does he believe that 
the projected Jewish settlement in Biro- 
Bidjan gives any comfort or promise of 
betterment. In fact he says : "It is, as 
it were, a sop thrown to a group of 
hyper-fanatics, who want to prove that 
they are one hundred and fifty per- 
cent Communist and that their loyalty 
to "the greatest leader of all times" has 
even silenced their blood solidarity with 
world Israel". 

Obviously there is but small comfort 
in Mr. Van Paassen's report of an add- 
ed element in the mass of Israel's mis- 
eries. However, it all adds up to a 
total not new or strange to the Jew- 
ish people. For them there remains 
the historic method of approach so well 
put by Van Paassen himself : "Israel's 
road of sorrow in Nazi Germany and 
in Bolshevik Russia, in my estimation, 
is the key to the deepest understand- 
ing of the destiny of mankind and his 
patience and faith in the upbuilding of 
his own land is the way that leads to 
the heights". 

— William I. Siegcl 



well be called anything else. He is not, 
however, worthy to be called a Jew. He 
represents no ideals. He represents no- 
thing that is of spiritual value. He 
may be a multi-millionaire. He may be 
a great merchant, he may be a great in- 
dustrialist, a great physician, or a great 
lawyer. But we have not, as I believe, 
been kept alive miraculously by the 
Almighty during all these centuries in 
order that there may be men with what 
is termed Jewish blood, but who are 
without a single Jewish idea in their 
minds and are destitute of the Jewish 
spirit. Such a man may conceive him- 
self to be a great man, but he is really 
an am ha-aretz. Frequently he is no- 
thing more than a clod of earth with 
a pocketbook. 

I never undergo a great emotion 
when I hear that some Jew is worth 
five, ten, or twenty, or even a hundred 
millions. I do. however, feel an over- 
whelming emotion when I hear of a 
Jew who lives the Jewish life, who has 
the Jewish spirit, who brings up his 

{Continued on Page 23) 
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THE MEANING 
OF ORT 

By EMILY M. ROSENSTEIN 

President of the Women's 
American Ort 

ARE there too many Jews? How 
many shall live? Have they a 
right to work for a living? 
A few weeks ago the Polish dele- 
gate to the League of Nations de- 
manded that the League find new out- 
lets for Polish Jewish immigration. 
Poland, he said, is overpopulated be- 
cause of Jewish masses whose econo- 
mic structure does not fit in with the 
social evolution of Poland. 

Leaving aside this brazen singling 
out of one part of the population, let 
us examine what is the economic 
structure of the Jewish masses to 
which the Polish government takes 
exception. 

Six hundred years ago Poland in- 
vited the Jews of western Europe to 
come into its territory in order to de- 
velop its trade and its cities. Germans 
were also invited, and incidentally, it 
was the German competitors of the 
Jews who started anti-Semitism in 
Poland. 

The Jews' were known as traders; in 
fact the word trader was synonymous 
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with the word Jew — as it is today in 
Mexico. For centuries thereafter the 
Jews were the traders of Poland. They 
were the middleman, the middle class; 
and they did help to develop the Polish 
cities. Today about 70 per cent of them 
are middlemen; and Poland objects. 
She is deliberately encouraging the 
rise of a Polish Christian middle class 
and the development of cooperatives 
for buying and selling. These new or- 
ganizations are given preference in 
the matter of loans, credits and lic- 
enses. Add to this a boycott against the 
Jewish trader, unequal competition 
due to forced closing on Sunday even 
in Jewish neighborhoods, the general 
breakdown of the middle class, and it 
is not hard to see that 7O per cent of' 
the Jewish population of over three 
million are losing their means of live- 
lihood. 

Normally the division of people's oc- 
cupations is: one-third distribution 
(buying and selling) ; and two-thirds 
productive work (artisanship, manu- 
facturing and agriculture). Among 
the Jews, particularly of Eastern 
Europe, these figures are reversed. 
One of the arguments of the anti- 
Semites is that the Jews are not pro- 
ductive, that they live off other people's 
labor. In addition to this the poverty 
of the masses is intense, the petty trad- 
ing of the most precarious kind, and 
the artisanship of a low standard. 

Of course there was an historic rea- 
son for this picture of the Jewish oc- 
cupational life. For centuries Jews 
were forbidden to buy or work on the 
land ; hence they lived in towns. And 
in the towns their means of livelihood 
was strictly circumscribed, limited to 
money-lending and trading, and in 
many places limited to trading only 
111 second-hand goods. Emancipation 
came onlv recentlv, in most of Europe 
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since about 1870 and in Roumania 
and Russia not till 1917. In the mean- 
time the few occupations allowed be- 
came traditional. Not admitted to the 
trade guilds, they did not learn skilled 
trades. As Moses Mendelssohn says 
through one of his characters: "They 
tie our hands and then scold us for 
not making use of them." 

It was to correct this unbalance in 
the Jewish economic structure that the 
ORT movement came into being 56 
years ago in Russia at the time when 
half the Jewish population of the 
world lived there. Today it is a world- 
wide movement. 

ORT established schools to teach 
Jews skilled trades and agriculture in 
Russia. Its growth was slow, due in no 
small part to the prejudice which the 
Jews had acquired against work with 
the hands. They had acquired a dis- 
taste for that which they had been 
prevented from learning for centuries. 
They looked down on the baal melu- 
cha. 

ORT got its real start after the 
Soviet Revolution, when all power 
went to the workers and farmers. 
Since the majority of the Jews were 
neither, they were declassed. The 
hardship that they endured is indes- 
cribable. They were not even entitled to 
bread cards, hospital service, educa- 
tion for their children above the 4th 
year. But the Soviet government was 
eager to help them be reclassed, which 
was possible after two years work in 
factory or on the land. ORT was 
given land for settling and training 
Jewish fanners, provided with timber, 
seeds and credits, and allowed free- 
dom from taxation for three years. A 
number of agricultural colonies, trade 
schools, factory schools and co-opera- 
tives of artisans were established. 

In the last few years ORT estab- 
lished workshops in the colonies to 
(Continued on Xcxt Page) 
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provide winter work for the farm 
groups. With the added income de- 
rived from these, the colonies estab- 
lished kindergartens, libraries, and 
other social services, and acquired for 
themselves the necessities to make life 
more agreeable on the farm. 

Through the ORT tool supply de- 
partment, people in other countries 
were enable! to tend machines duty 
free to relatives in Russia. 

The emergency situation of the Rus- 
sian Jews having been largely "liqui- 
dated," the ORT centers its attention 
on Poland, Roumania, Latvia, Lithu- 
ania, and on the training of German 
refugees in France and in our schools 
in eastern Europe. 500 refugees were 
trained by ORT last year. 

In agricultural work ORT has mo- 
del training farms. It sends skilled 
agronomists at regular intervals to in- 
struct the farmers; it helps them with 
implements and seeds and develops 
phases of modern agriculture new to 
our farmers, as, for example, vine- 
yards, bee-culture, horticulture. 

One of the interesting aspects of 
ORT is the fact that in every country 
where it has training centers it also 
has local support and local commit- 
tees. With all its poverty the Polish 
ORT contributed almost three times 
as much as the American ORT last 
year. It is not an organization imposed 
and directed from without, but demo- 
cratic and with local membership. The 
fact that there is a World Ort, how- 
ever, with parliamentary committees 
headed in France by Edouard Her riot, 
and in England by Lord Marley, as 
well as a Congressional Committee in 
the United States of which Senator 
Wagner is chairman, adds consider- 
able to the local prestige of the ORT 
organizations, and has some bearing 
on the attitude of the governments of 
those countries where the Jewish lot is 
so miserable. 

Many years ago I was present at the 
showing of the first movies that came 
out of Palestine. The audience was 
wildly enthusiastic, demonstrating with 
loud applause whenever scenes appear- 
ed showing Jews in athletics and Jews 
working as farmers. Was this not a 
demonstration in some measure of the 
deep yearning of the Jew for normal- 
ity, for living like other peoples, 
strong, healthy and engaged in healthy 
occupations? That is what ORT aims 
to do, to see Jews once again, as in 
ancient times before the fall of the 
Temple, engaged in all manner of 
work — creative and healthy. 



IN these days when all the world has 
watched a drama of royal romance, 
it is good to turn back the pages of 
history nineteen centuries and to be- 
hold another such drama, in which the 
hero was one of the greatest sages, 
scholars, saints and martyrs in all Jew- 
ish history — Rabbi Akiba. But there 
is a striking difference in these two ro- 
mances. In the former, a king, because 
of his romance, flies from high office 
and from the duty that destiny placed 
upon him. In the latter, a poor shep- 
herd, because of his romance, becomes 
so inspired with a sense of duty that, 
miracle-like, he rises from obscurity 
to the very heights of glory and a- 
chievement, earning for himseii the 
unforgettable love of his people not 
only of his day but throughout the ages. 

It is this story of one of the most 
beautiful and touching romances in his- 
tory that is exquisitely portrayed for 
us by Dr. Louis Finkelstein in his new 
book: "Akiba — Scholar, Saint and 
Martyr".* But it is something more 
than the story of this romance between 
the pauper Akiba and Rachel, the beau- 
tiful daughter of the wealthy Kalba 
Sabua. It is the story of a life that 
was full of romance, a romantic love 
for study, a passionate love and devo- 
tion to his people, and a love that 
never was surpassed for his God ! The 
author, who is Professor of Jewish 
Theology and the Talmud at the Jew- 
ish Theological Seminary, gives us the 
benefit of his vast researches in Jewish 
learning, and unfurls for us a pano- 
rama of the entire period of Akiba's 
life, a period that is one of the richest, 
most dramatic and tragic in all our 
colorful past. With the pen of an ar- 
tist, Professor Finkelstein portrays for 
us the political, social and economic 
trends of that age, and gives us a de- 
lightful picture not only of Akiba but 
of the other spiritual and intellectual 
giants, who, with this sage, saved our 
people and our Torah from final de- 
struction. And the student of the Tal- 
mud and Jewish law will find some- 
thing still more in his perusal of this 
work. Prof. Finkelstein goes deep into 
an analysis of the teachings of Rabbi 
Akiba, especially when he differs from 
the opinions of his other distinguished 
colleagues. In striking fashion he 
shows how economic and social views 
influenced many of these legal and 



ceremonial decisions, how Rabbi Akiba, 
a plebian himself, always sided in his 
views with the masses, with those eco- 
nomically less fortunate. His legal 
mind revealed his enthusiastic devotion 
to the causes of peace and social jus- 
tice, and evidenced the great sympathy 
that fdled his heart for the under-pri- 
vileged of his day and generation. 

What surprises the reader most as 
he reads this book is the fact that here 
is a volume so rich in scholarship and 
yet so interestingly written, that he 
must convince himself that it is not 
fiction but real biographic history that 
is before him. 

It is surprising that the great mas- 
ters in the field of biography — an Emil 
Ludwig or a Lion Feuchtwanger — have 
not long ago seized upon Akiba as a 
fitting theme for one of their studies. 
For nowhere can we find a more color- 
ful personality, with so unique a rec- 
ord of achievement — lover, philosopher, 
nationalist, humanist and lover of life, 
yet willing martyr for a great cause — 
than this former shepherd who, up to 
his fortieth year, could not read even 
the alphabet. But what these biogra- 
phers missed is given to us in royal 
measure by Professor Finkelstein. It 
is not a study of facts alone that we 
have here, but a drama of personalities 
and events, written with the art of a 
true dramatist, that holds the reader 
enchanted until the very last page. 

Jews often complain that they can- 
not read Jewish history because most 
of our histories prove to be such dry 
and such difficult reading for the aver- 
age layman. Here then is a book that 
portrays one of the greatest periods in 
our history, that gives the life story of 
that sage and hero who, in Jewish le- 
gend, came to be known as the second 
Moses, that gives us a philosophy of 
Jewish law, and that at the same time 
is written in such a lucid, fascinating 
style that even the uninitiated in Jew- 
ish reading will find its pages great 
delight as well as the advantage of 
real knowledge. 



* Akiba — Scholar, Saint and Martyr", by 
Louis Finkelstein; Covici-Frlede, N. Y. 
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TWO types of life are characteris- 
tic of the modern Jews. A stabil- 
ized, rigidly regulated life of the 
Jews called orthodox and an extreme- 
ly varied, chaotic life of the Jews call- 
ed liberal. The first have a definite 
philosophy of life, the others have 
none. The two terms do not really de- 
fine the two groups, but they are usu- 
ally accepted. 

The difference between the two 
groups are numerous and profound. 
They are economic, social, cultural and 
spiritual. 

The orthodox Jews are, in the over- 
whelming majority, poor. They belong 
either to the lower middle-class or to 
the laboring class. The liberal Jews are 
either of the middle-class, upper mid- 
dle-class or intellectuals. Socially, or- 
thodox Jews live almost exclusively 
among their kind ; liberal Jews, on the 
contrary, strive to live in a Gentile en- 
vironment, but are in most cases forced 
back to the Jewish group. The ortho- 
dox Jews are only materially affected 
by the culture of the majority amongst 
whom they live. It is because the or- 
thodox Jews represent the mass and 
the mass actually participates very 
little in the cultural life of the coun- 
try. The intellectual and cultural life 
of every mass is mainly religious. As 
the religion of the Jewish mass is dif- 
ferent from that of the majority, the 
intimate cultural life of the Jewish 
mass is also different, at least in its 
spiritual manifestations. A certain lim- 
itation however may be made for the 
Jewish workers, who are under the in- 
fluence of the international labor move- 
ments. But here again the Jewish 
worker has created his own organiza- 
tions and literature. 

The liberal Jews are entirely absorb- 
ed by the culture of the majority; they 
know of no Jewish culture. They par- 
ticipate in the prejudices of the ma- 
jority and often make theirs the Gen- 
tile prejudice against the Jews. 

The spiritual distinction between the 
two groups is even more outstanding. 
The orthodox Jew has an intense Jew- 
ish spiritual life drawn from the Jew- 
ish religion and tradition. The liberal 
Jew has very little religion and has no 
Jewish spiritual individuality of his 
own. 

The life of the orthodox Jewry is 
regulated by a religious discipline en- 
compassing practically every phase of 
life. In spite of the various cultures 



among which the orthodox Jews are 
living, their inner life has much sim- 
ilarity. The difference between the 
various orthodox communities in the 
world are external, material. The basic 
features of their life are the same. 
There is steadiness and continuity in 
this life: tradition and religion mold it 
and replace the political organization. 
The spiritual life of orthodox Jewry is 
admirably unified. An orthodox Jew 
never questions himself what it means 
to be Jewish or why he is a Jew. He 
has an autonomous spirituality and no 
problem of a spiritual Jewish existence. 
His problem is that of human exis- 
tence, as of any human being or op- 
pressed minority. The orthodox Jew 
has a conception of life which he be- 
lieves to be the right no matter what 
one ma}' think of certain outworn cus- 
toms, orthodox Judaism is a steady, un- 
compromising attempt to realize the 
ideal in life. There is much color and 
charm in that way of life. It is a dis- 
cipline and an accumulation of sup- 
pressed energy. 

In spite of this integration there are 
important defects in the orthodox Jew- 
ish life. It is static, and ignores the 
problems arising with every new gener- 
ation. It stresses too much the duties 
of the individual towards God and to- 
wards the fellow men, but overlooks 
the duties towards the Jewish people 
as an entity. This attitude deprives the 
orthodox Jews of political thinking, of 
organizing ability, and of persistence in 
political effort for the achievement of 
definite Jewish goals. Orthodox Jew- 
ry, in spite of the tragic position of the 
world Jewry, has never formulated any 
Jewish politics, but has developed only 
solicitation, and that limited in scope 
to the particular place, case or moment. 
It never rose to a formulation of a 
program for the relief of the Jewish 
people's woes. Besides the great faith 
in the Messiah, what is the organized 
effort of the orthodox Jewry? 

Orthodox Jewry seems to be afraid 
of the great spiritual movements in the 
world. Not being prepared to face 
them and to absorb them into the Jew- 
ish spiritual life, it keeps aloof from 
them and thus leaves the individual to 
face alone the innumerous cross cur- 
rents of the Gentile world in which we 
are a small minority. Orthodox Ju- 
daism is too introspective ; it has its 



eyes fixed on the past, is forgetful of 
the present and has only hope as an 
outlook for the future. There is some- 
thing pessimistic, something ascetic in 
the orthodox Jewish life. 

Quite different are the features of 
the so-called liberal Jewry. They are a 
product of the peculiar Jewish position 
in the Gentile world. In a normally- 
living people all conceptions of life, 
whether they are a result of an inner 
development or imposed by a foreign 
influence, may express themselves with- 
out disrupting the people's cultural and 
spiritual life. A normally-living peo- 
ple is organized into an autonomous 
political and cultural community and 
new conceptions are adjusted and mod- 
ified according to the national environ- 
ment. The variety of ideals enriches 
the national life of the people and is a 
factor of their progress. In our Jew- 
ish community however, when the in- 
dividual breaks with the orthodox way 
of life, he severs his connections with 
the Jewish spiritual life and commu- 
nity and espouses another culture. The 
result is a chasm between the Jewish 
masses who are orthodox and the up- 
per, cultured Jewish class. There is no 
synthesis as yet between our own spir- 
itual life and that of the ambient ma- 
jority. 

Yet when a Jew gives up his ortho- 
doxy, he develops a marvelous enter- 
prising energy. It seems as if the rig- 
idly suppressed creative forces are 
bursting forth, eagerly seeking for ex- 
pression and application. But the Jew- 
ish spirituality is lost. The liberal Jew 
has no original Jewish thinking. He 
drifts with the stream of the major- 
ity's life. There is no unity as in the 
orthodox Judaism. In every country 
the liberal Jew is different. He has 
only one feature common to liberal 
Jews all over the world. He is Jewish 
to the extent his deliberate striving to 
merge his life with that of the majority 
is rejected, or to the extent that he can- 
not accept certain elements of this life. 
In other words, he is negatively Jew- 
ish, Jewish malgrc lid. 

The liberal Jew is forced to live a 
dual life. He is tossed between the 
Gentile majority and the Jewish com- 
munity. He is sensitive about the ma- 
jority's attitude towards Jews and he 

(Continued on Page 21) 
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DEAD END FOR JEWS 
IN POLAND 

By Abraham G. Duker 
in "Current History" 

DURING the last few months the 
pro-Government press in Po- 
land has been occupied in de- 
bate with the more reactionary news- 
papers on the "problem" of the three 
million Jewish citizens of that country. 
The conflict is over the proper method 
of getting them out of Poland. The re- 
actionary Endeks believe that the con- 
tinuance of the present anti-Jewish 
boycott, aided by an intensification of 
physical attacks on Jews, will compel 
them to migrate. The pro-Government 
press, on the other hand, pleads for 
realism ; "pogroms" will not drive the 
Jews out unless they have a place to 
which they can go. The Jews, crushed 
physically, their morale slowly crumb- 
ling, helplessly await the outcome. 

What manner of land is it which 
can speak calmly of almost 10 percent 
of its population, regardless of its eco- 
nomic function, as superfluous ? Po- 
land is an incredibly poor country. 
Three quarters of its population are 
peasants, perhaps the poorest in Eu- 
rope. Fully one third of the peasant 
households are on farms of less than 
five acres. On the other hand, some 
6,000 landholders, constituting 2 per- 
cent of the farming class, hold one 
fourth of all the land cultivated. In the 
cities, unemployment stalks at the heels 
of poverty. Of a million registered 
workers, 500,000 are unemployed. 

The tragedy of Polish Jewry is that 
it is artisan in a land where Govern- 
ment cartels and cooperatives have tak- 
en away the best markets and where 
the boycott takes away the dregs ; that 
it is the people of petty traders where 
populace and Government unite in the 
cry of "Boycott the Jews!" 

The Polish boycott is founded on a 
tradition of Jew-hatred as old as Po- 
lish nationalism. It has the support of 
all parties except the socialist and com- 
munist. Powerful churchmen like Car- 
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dinals Klond and Kakowski and Bishop 
Sapiena approve of it. The rising Po- 
lish city population attempts to elimi- 
nate the Jews from their city occupa- 
tions. All ranks of society are united 
on the demagogy of solving the prob- 
lem of landlessness and poverty by re- 
moving the Jews from the economic 
scene. 

The reactionary press has passed the 
point of general patriotic appeal for the 
boycott ; it takes up specific points to- 
ward making the boycott complete. 
Through its highly developed intelli- 
gence service, it furnishes lists of Jew- 
ish enterprises in various localities : 

"Thirty-six Jews are making a liv- 
ing here — they are depriving thirty- 
six patriotic * * * Poles of a liveli- 
hood." Such a matter of fact approach 
has the desired result. 

To ensure response to these appeals 
to patriotism the Poles have drawn on 
Germany for instruction. Unemploy- 
ed are engaged to picket Jewish stores. 
Poles buying from Jews are photo- 
graphed, identified, and their names 
published in the roll of dishonor in the 
local press. Peasants who sell their pro- 
duce to Jews are beaten. The Polish 
artisan is urged to mark his goods with 
a special brand so that no patriot may 
innocently buy Jewish-made goods. The 
Government, with "national interests" 
in mind, sets up licensing and educa- 
tional tests for artisans and merchants ; 
and the examiners, of course, are Po- 
lish competitors in the same fields of 
activity. 

If the petty trader among the Jews 
seeks to escape from the vicious circle 
of savage competition and boycott in 
petty trade, and tries to enter the field 
of larger trade where competition is 
less acute, he has to cope, in addition 
to the boycott, with Government-subsi- 
dized cooperatives. But if an establish- 
ed tradesman can sell more cheaply 
than the Government-subsidized coop- 
erative and thus in part avoid the boy- 
cott, he still faces the problem of credit. 
More than sixty-five percent of credit 
facilities in the country are in the hands 
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of the Government and it is an almost 
axiomatic policy to grant no loans to 
Jews who might compete with Gen- 
tiles. 

Yet some Jewish traders manage to 
survive. The boycott cannot be com- 
pletely effective and the Jewish trader 
can lower his standard of living to 
that of the peasant who has turned tra- 
der. However, the reactionaries realize 
that, and they have provided for it by 
an adaptation of the pogrom — "retail 
pogroms." No one pays any attention 
to the explosion of a bomb in a Jewish 
shop; to the demolition and looting of 
a few Jewish stores in the market 
street; to acid thrown at some huck- 
ster's face. A merchant whose entire 
capital is a stock in trade worth some 
ten dollars cannot recover from its de- 
struction ; no one but Polish Jewry 
knows of it, and Polish Jewry is past 
noticing such petty troubles. The total 
effect is terrifying, for all this is a mat- 
ter of everyday occurrence. 

Even in Jewish-owned industry the 
Jewish worker has difficulties in gain- 
ing employment. Polish workers have 
gone out on strike when an employer 
in need of help engaged Jews. Jewish 
employment prospects in Polish-owned 
enterprises need hardly be stated. 

The number of Jews employed on 
public projects is unknown. None are 
employed in the postal service and in 
the mining industries ; few have found 
work on the railroads. The situation 
in the municipalities is illuminating : 
one third of Warsaw's population is 
Jewish ; the city employs 20,000 people 
of whom 50 are Jews. In Lodz 46 
percent of the population is Jewish — 
and 4 percent of the municipal employ- 
ees are Jews. 

The physical consequences of this 
economic constriction are visible in the 
statistics on the health of Jewish school 
children. In the city of Czestochowa, 
for instance, sixty-five percent have no 
shoes ; fifty percent come to school 
without having eaten breakfast; thirty 
percent do not eat meat at home even 
once a week; 12 percent sleep on the 
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floor, for they have no beds. Other 
towns and cities report in a similar 
vein. TOZ, the Jewish Medical Soci- 
ety, reports that 60,000 Jewish chiildren 
suffer from undernourishment. 

The Government today has put it- 
self in such a position that if it should 
protect the Jews it would lay itself open 
to attack as Jew-run. At the same time 
it sees an advantage in diverting dis- 
content with the economic situation in 
action against the Jews. Beginning 
with a deficit of 63 million zloty in 19- 
31, the deficit every year has surpassed 
treasurv estimates and in 1935 it to- 
taled f, 150,000,000 zloty, a staggering 
burden for so poor a land. Exports of 
agricultural products have dropped 
drastically, in some lines to one seventh 
of the 1928 value. The Government is 
acutely aware of the fact that world 
conditions alone cannot explain the in- 
creasing misery of Polish economic 
life. Thus the red herrings of anti- 
Semitism and communism are highly 
useful. 

Many forces are engaged in an ef- 
fort to normalize the Jewish economic 
structure so that the Jewish community 
can be more self-sustaining. New ave- 
nues of employment are being constant- 
ly sought and developed. The effort to 
settle Jews on land, to teach new 
trades, to preserve the cultural integ- 
rity of the community, is carried on 
by the Jews through their own efforts 
and with some outside aid. The Amer- 
ican Jewish Joint Distribution Com- 
mittee has helped in both philanthropic 
and reconstructive capacities, being of 
particular aid in occupational retrain- 
ing in medical work and in the care of 
children. 

Of equal importance in preventing 
the complete collapse of Polish Jewry 
has been emigration. Since the war. 
half a million Jews have left Poland 
for the Americas' South Africa, and 
Palestine. With the stoppage of immi- 
gration to the United States, the stream 
has been diverted largely to South 
America and Palestine. 



COLOR BLINDNESS 
AMONG JEWS 

By Audrey M. Shuey, of 
N. Y. University, in 
"Science" 

THE writer gave the Ishihara color 
blindness test to 529 New York 
Jewish boys and men, 474 of 
whom were students in New York 
University. No subject was included 
unless his parents and all four grand- 
parents were Jewish. 



Each subject was tested individual- 
ly, one eye at a time, under good light. 
If he misread, or was unable to see the 
numbers on two or more of the ten 
plates normally read by people with 
complete color sense the subject was 
classed as color blind or color weak. 

Forty subjects, or 7.56% of the total 
number tested, were color blind or col- 
or weak. Of this number three were 
unable to see a single number beyond 
the first, and may be considered total- 
ly color blind. Eighteen others were 
so defective that they misread every 
plate beyond the first. The other nine- 
teen subjects made errors on from three 
to nine plates. None of the forty made 
fewer than three errors. 

In common with the other investi- 
gators we found green-blindness to be 
more prevalent than red-blindness. Er 
leven subjects were completely green- 
blind but not completely red-blind, 
while two were only red-blind. 

For the most part the subjects were 
equally blind with their two eyes. 

About half of the subjests' parents 
or grandparents were born in Russia, 
the rest being largely of Austrian, Po- 
lish, German or Hungarian stock. We 
considered the records of the Jews of 
Russian descent separately and found 
8.1% of them to be color blind. 

In conclusion, our experimental re- 
sults do not bear out Garth's finding 
that the Jewish males are different 
from other white males in color sen- 
sitivity. 

(In 1933 Thomas R. Garth, of the 
University of Denver, published a pa- 
per on racial blindness in which he 
stated that of two hundred male Jews 
tested 4% were color blind, while of 
795 white non-Jews 8.4% were color 
blind. Of 175 Jewish women experi- 
mented with none were color blind, 
and of 232 white non-Jewish women 
tested 1.3% were color blind. — Editor) 



THE REASON FOR MOSLEY'S 
ANTI-JEWISH CAMPAIGN 

Editorial in "The New 
Statesman and Nation" 

WHY does Sir Oswald Mosley 
adopt this peculiarly provo- 
cative method of propagan- 
da? The results of his recent activities 
in the East End give some indication 
of the reason. It is an open secret that 
his economic policy, put out with a 
blare of trumpets a few years ago, 
made no impression. Detailed study of 
Hitler's technique appears to have led 
Sir Oswald to shift the emphasis from 



what we may call the constructive side 
of his policy and to concentrate upon 
an anti-Semitic drive. We find it hard 
to believe that Sir Oswald is himself 
convinced by his own anti-Semitic pro- 
paganda except as a political weapon; 
he is an intelligent man and not many 
years ago numbered prominent Jews 
amongst his intimate friends. But a 
Fascist movement must have mass sup- 
port and can only live on hatred. Sir 
Oswald saw more clearly than most 
people that an anti-Semitic movement 
might catch on even in England, where 
traditions of tolerance and racial equal- 
ity have been maintained for centuries. 
Anti-Semitism is, in truth, latent in 
many people, who dislike certain "for- 
eign" characteristics in the Jewish race. 
But they have learnt to repress this 
irrational prejudice, just as they re- 
strain their instinct to hit or abuse peo- 
ple who tread on their toes in a crowd- 
ed bus. But once it is put about that 
the Jews are the cause of our troubles 
and that it is patriotic to attack them, 
many people who have not made a suc- 
cess of life, or who feel an unexplained 
grudge against their neighbors, begin 
to blame the Jewish race for their own 
sense of frustration. Racial differences, 
which were formerly matters for jok- 
ing, are exaggerated into grievances, 
and in the East End, where Jewish 
landlords and employers are often un- 
popular in any case, it is not difficult 
to transform a mere dislike into an ac- 
tive hostility. At a public meeting a 
few months ago, Sir Oswald Mosley 
boasted that he had succeeded in the 
last two years in creating an anti-Semi- 
tism in England which had not existed 
when he began his propaganda. Sir 
Oswald's invasion of the East End has 
been intensified during the last six 
months . . . 

This anti-Semitic activjty has 
brought an entirely new atmosphere in- 
to East London politics. The Jews have 
been driven to seek new ways of de- 
fending themselves. At the General 
Election in November, 1935, a Jewish 
candidate, a Liberal, offered himself 
to the electorate of Whitechapel as a 
champion of his race against the Fas- 
cists, and the election campaign was 
carried out in that area on frankly non- 
political lines. Probably as many as 75 
per cent of the total Jewish electorate 
abandoned their usual political ties and 
voted as Jews for a Jew. A fortnight 
later, in a Borough Council election, 
an almost entirely Jewish ward in the 
same area, which had supported the 
Liberal in the General Election, return- 
ee C0;ifr'm<£</ on Next Page) 
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ed a Jewish Labour candidate. Since 
then the increasing intensity of Fas- 
cist terrorism has induced a large num- 
ber of Jews to look for protection not 
to the law, which has failed to defend 
them, but rather to the Labour Party. 
It was the experience of East End La- 
bour Parties that carried out a cam- 
paign for new members in White- 
chapel this summer that in some dis- 
tricts almost the whole Jewish popu- 
lation were prepared to enroll directly 
the canvasser stated that the Labour 
Party was prepared to fight Fascism. 



ANTI-SEMITISM IN THE EAST- 
END OF LONDON 

By the Rt. Hon. George 
Lansbury, M. P. in the 
London "Spectator" 

EAST London is one of the most 
interesting parts of our great 
metropolis. It stretches right 
away from Aldgate to West Ham, and 
from the river to Stoke Newington. 
The population, especially in Stepney, 
Poplar and Bethnal Green, is a very 
mixed one. Indeed, gathered within 
these boroughs you will find men and 
women who have come to us from all 
parts of the world ; people who follow 
all kinds of religions and whose per- 
sonal and social habits differ as night 
differs from day. 

Jews form a very large part of this 
varied population. In Stepney they 
form the majority. In other boroughs 
they are in the minority. But many 
or »few, they and their gentile fellow- 
citizens live together in peace and har- 
mony. We East-Enders, no matter 
what our race or creed, are good citi- 
zens. The years since the creation of 
the County and Borough Councils 
have seen a great growth in the spirit 
and practice of civic duties and civic 
pride — pride in our boroughs although 
most of our streets are very drab and 
overcrowded ; but the great main roads 
bring to us such fresh air and sunshine 
as is available in London, and our 
parks and open spaces, with Epping 
Forest close at hand, give all and sun- 
dry the opportunity of realizing that 
God is in His heaven even if all is 
not right with the world. 

We seldom fall out with each other 
about religion or what we mean by 
God and religion. We judge each 
other for what we are and not by our 
creeds. Consequently, the coming of 
the "Blackshirts,'' with their terrible 
doctrine of hatred of Jews, has 
aroused great indignation among all 
kinds of people. We have had our 



share of class-hatred, although in its 
most distressful days our hatred was 
nearly always confined to the system 
which created amd perpetuated class 
distinctions and poverty of mind and 
body. But this present campaign of re- 
ligious and social intolerance and per- 
secution is something we neither un- 
derstand nor tolerate. We long ago 
gave up the doctrine of "original sin" 
as it used to be preached when I was 
very young. 

We know that Jews do not choose 
either their race or their parents ; but 
most of all we know that as a people 
they are just like the rest of us — good 
and bad, with goodness predominat- 
ing. Because this is so, we view with 
shame and disgust the conduct of 
those who come from other parts of 
London and carry on propaganda of 
hatred, provocation and persecution 
against these our fellow citizens, 
whose only crime is that they are the 
children of our parents. Most of 
them are as English as we are. There 
is a large proportion who are natural- 
ized, but many Jews are just as much 
English by birth as are Methodists, 
Anglicans or Roman Catholics. This 
wave of persecution would be stupid if 
it were not accompanied by what 
amounts to terrorism. 

Words do not always hurt unless 
followed by deeds, and the organized 
propagandists of hate not only attack 
individual shopkeepers and others by 
name, but they also do their utmost 
to provoke disorder by marching 
through market-places where Jewish 
traders are carrying on business as 
costermongers, treading on the toes or 
heels of men and women behind the 
stalls, using foul, obscene language 
about Jews, and by every means in 
their power striving to stir up a dis- 
turbance. Sometimes they succeed, and 
usually when the police arrive, those 
who attack manage to get away. Only 
the other day a quite young man, 
stung beyond endurance, rushed at his 
tormentors with a knife and was pro- 
secuted. The magistrate wisely dis- 
charged him, believing, I suppose, that 
he was not the guilty party. 

In Poplar for many years past we 
allowed meetings to be advertised by 
chalking on the pavements. This prac- 
tice, during times of excitement due 
to unemployment, was occasionally 
abused, but no serious harm was ever 
done. The gentlemen who invade us 
dressed as "blackshirts" took advant- 
age of this practice to chalk outside 
the entrance to shops owned by Jews 



the most foul and disgusting attacks 
on those whose one crime was that 
they were Jews and were successful. 
So dangerous became this abuse that 
the Socialist borough council, much 
against its will, has been forced to 
pass a by-law making it illegal thus 
to chalk defamatory libels on the 
pavements, or, in fact, using this 
method of advertising at all. One 
would have thought the mere fact of 
writing such incitements to violence 
would be illegal without a by-law. 
The Council were advised that this 
is not so. 

Everybody in East London is in 
favor of free speech and freedom of 
meeting. It is often said that we are 
a disorderly crowd at election times. 
Thre is some truth in that statement. 
But our worst enemies will not deny 
that such disturbances only take 
place when feelings run high on 
some special question connected with 
poverty and unemployment. But dis- 
turbances arise now because an en- 
tirely new form of meeting is he'd. 
A force of stewards is imported, 
made up of men and women trained 
and drilled as "chuckers out" ; taught 
how to manhandle in a most brutal 
manner any person they think should 
be expelled. There is no chairman, 
and people are removed with the 
maximum of violence simply for in- 
terjecting a remark . . . 

The mass of us, Jew and gentile, 
are decent, clean-living people, and 
this Fascist propaganda is aimed at 
dividing us in the worst possible 
way, that is, according to our birth 
and what passes as religion. I be- 
lieve v.e sha 1 not succumb, but those 
whose duty it is to preserve ordter 
must have the courage to hold the 
balance fairly. 



CASTE AMONG THE JEWS 
OF MALABAR 

From "Asia" 

THERE is little doubt that Jews 
settled on the Malabar Coast of 
India early in the Christian era. 
although the exact date is still a matter 
for dispute among savants and much 
of the history of such settlement is ob- 
scure. In the record-book of the Co- 
chin Jews the date of the earliest 
known settlement, at Cranganore, is 
given as 70 A. D. but the validity of 
the record is questionable. It is appar- 
ent, however, that at the time a royal 
charter was granted to the Jews by a 
Maharaja of Malabar, they had been 
settled for a sufficiently long time to 
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have become organized and affluent. 
The date of this charter is placed va- 
riously in the third, fifth and seventh 
centuries. The sacking of Cranganore 
ill the sixteenth century then caused 
the Jews to move twenty miles south- 
ward to Cochin although some still re- 
mained in villages of the district. A- 
mong the Jews of Malabar, there are 
two distinct groups: the "White" and 
the "Black," so-called because of their 
color which actually runs the gamut 
from very light to dark. The Black 
Jews claim to be descended from the 
first settlers, said by some to have 
come from Arabia. According to some 
authorities, however, the Black Jews 
are themselves divided into two groups : 
those of pure lineage, and those de- 
scended of converts from other races. 
The names borne by the White Jews 
of Cochin today mark their ancestry as 
deriving at least in part from Spanish, 
Portuguese and other Jews who set- 
tled there during the sixteenth century. 
Both Black and White Jews are ortho- 
dox, but have little in common beyond 
that : they worship in their own syna- 
gogues, they will not eat together nor 
will they intermarry. 



THE LEON BLUM WHO 
LEADS FRANCE 

By Edgar Ansel Mowrer 
in "Survey -Graphic" 
\ \ UT you must meet my dear 
r\ Leon," cried the princess, as 
wJ I was taking my leave. "Leon, 
this is — -" and so on. Thus I came to 
meet Leon Blum, best hated man in 
France. I had seen him in the Cham- 
ber of Deputies. At close view he was 
even more startling. 

"Shades of Disraeli ! Could any- 
thing be less like a red bugaboo?" I 
asked myself. 

Tall, slightly stooped, frail yet vig- 
orous, myopic eyes smiling behind 
thick lenses, long mustaches droop- 
ing over an aesthetic face, Leon Blum 
spoke in the gentlest of accents that 
ironic simple-sophisticated patter that 
is the password to a Paris salon. Very 
quietly he complied with my request 
and told me of the sixth of February 
fascist riots, then recent. Yes, it was 
true that the fascists had hoped to 
reach and probably burn the Cham- 
ber. It was true that he, Blum, had 
urged the hesitant premier, Edouarcl 
Daladier. not to resign, but to remain 
and defend the rights of the legally 
elected Chamber by all necessary 
means, including arms. It was true 
that the succeeding ministry was not 



really legal, but was sustained by a 
parliamentary vote resulting from coer- 
cion. But no, he did not think that 
fascism would soon come in France. 
There were differences between France 
and some other countries. The French 
workman, for example, would hardly 
submit tamely to tyranny. He had 
more independence than the German 
or the Italian worker. And behind 
him was a long tradition of revolt. 
From time to time he closed his eyes as 
he spoke and laid a long-fingered hand 
on my shoulder. 

This was the beginning of our po- 
litical acquaintance. Since then I have 
made a point of seeing him, both for 
the pleasure his conversation gave me 
and for the profit a newspaperman 
could derive from his shrewd analyses 
of all things French. 

Bom in Paris in 1872, the fourth son 
of a Jewish family from Alsace, Leon 
Blum was sentimentally converted to 
socialism by his grandmother, a fiery 
old lady who told stirring tales of 1871 
and the Commune to the little boy. At 
the Lycee Charlemagne the fourteen- 
year old radical happened to read a 
play, Les Effrontes, by &nile Augier. 
In it was the sentence: "The revolution 
of '89 was only a beginning." Leon 
never forgot it. At the age of seven- 
teen, he joined a socialist group. Fie 
was always in difficulty at the Lycee 
Charlemagne and though saved by his 
brilliant scholarship, eventually gradu- 
ated from the Lycee Henri IV. He 
had some trouble while preparing his 
university agrcgation, became an intel- 
lectual anarchist, wrote for the radical, 
highbrow Revue Blanche, and finally 
came under the influence of the veter- 
an socialist, Lucien Herr, librarian at 
the Lcole Normale Superieure, who 
won him to Marxism. But his was 
surely a Marxian philosophy that 
would have startled Marx. For like 
Oscar Wilde, Leon Blum adhered to 
economic collectivism not because it 
would discipline but because it would, 
he felt, free the individual in non-eco- 
nomic fields. None could be further 
than this French Jew from the origi- 
nal bolshevist cant about proletarian 
culture and proletarian art. Under 
November 1, 1895, the French author, 
Jules Renard, noted in his diary: 
"Leon Blum, a smooth cheeked young 
man with the voice of a girl, who for 
two hours by the clock can recite Pas- 
cal, La Bruyere, Saint Evremond." 

Lucien Herr introduced Blum to 
Jaures. Leon added the lawyer who 
defended £mile Zola when the latter 



was under indictment for the "J'Ac- 
cuse" article which started the affaire 
that was eventually to result in trie ac- 
quitment of the innocent Jew, Captain 
Dreyfus. Lucien Herr had convinced 
both Jaures and Blum of Dreyfus' in- 
nocence long before. The converts re- 
mained together in the socialist party 
which Blum finally joined in 1903. "A 
stranger pair could hardly be imagined 
than the slender, elegant, if not dan- 
dified Leon Blum, with his girl's voice, 
and the organ-voiced, ex-schoolmaster 
deputy, bearded, burly, ill-kempt, in a 
suit that badly needed valeting." (Dar- 
sie R. Gillie, in The Morning Post, 
London, May 22, 1936). 

Like most French politicians, Leon 
Blum is a writer on numerous literary 
and artistic subjects. He has publish- 
ed a very radical book on women, stu- 
dies of Stendhal and of Proust. He is 
a connaisseur of music and of food, 
loves motoring through France (but 
leaves driving to his second wife), will 
go far to see a fine building or bit of 
architecture, has done the round of the 
Paris salons, spent several years as 
dramatic critic for newspapers, been a 
good fencer and boxer. During the 
War he served in the cabinet of the 
socialist minister, Marcel Sembat. Be- 
fore that, as Master of Petitions (Au- 
diteur) in the Council of State, he 
trained himself in the logical and lucid 
formulation of problems. 

Cabinet experience during the War 
revealed to him the virtues and de- 
fects of the French system of govern- 
ment. In 1918 he published a series 
of anonymous articles advocating a re- 
form : greater authority in the presi- 
dent of the Council of Ministers (pre- 
mier) and no departmental job at the 
same time; simplification of the ad- 
ministration. Republished in book 
form this year, these articles continu- 
ally remind the American reader of the 
utterances of Franklin D. Roosevelt — 
the same fundamental belief in democ- 
racy but the same effort to strengthen 
it by greater executive authority. 
Shortly after the election that brought 
Blum to power, I broadcast from Paris 
to the United States on what I thought 
fit to call the "French New Deal." 

"Quite right, quite right," said Leon 
Blum, approvingly, when he heard 
what I had done. "I should have call- 
ed it that myself if it had not been 
a foreign expression. My aim is to 
put into effect, not socialism, but the 
'Xew Deal Platform' of the People's 
Front.'' 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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Back in politics after the War Blum 
ran for deputy and was elected for the 
hrst time in" 1919. A year later, the 
desertion of two thirds of the socialist 
party to communism left him heading 
a rump that refused to sacrifice de- 
mocracy to Karl Marx. Since then he 
has, with the exception of a single year, 
led the socialists. As the chief of the 
opposition, his speeches and articles be- 
came matters of national concern. 
Then in 1936 occurred an event that 
was half an accident and made him 
premier of France. Under the election 
agreement between the parties of the 
People's Front, the one with the most 
deputies could appoint the premier. It 
was commonly expected that the socia- 
list radicals of Edouard Heriot and 
Edouard Daladier would have this 
honor. Instead, when the votes were 
counted after the second decisive bal- 
lot, it was seen that the socialists were 
far in the lead with 146 representatives 
in the Chamber against 115 for the 
radicals. Leon Blum became premier 
of France. For the first time in French 
history, a Jew sat in the seat of Wal- 
deck- Rousseau, of Clemenceau and 
Briand. Historically the only parallel 
is with Benjamin Disraeli. But what a 
difference ! The Jew Disraeli outdid 
the British Tories in the rigidity of his 
conservatism, and fearlessly defended 
the rights of the Crown against the 
people of England. Publicly he "pre- 
ferred the rights of Englishmen to the 
Rights of Man." Leon Blum is a paci- 
fist of cosmopolitan sympathies. This 
skilful duelist and courageous politi- 
cal scrapper has said : "I am proud to 
be a Frenchman because of an inheri- 
tance of ideas that as an Englishman 
or a German I would not have." His 
approach to a problem is essentially 
that of the intellectual man. In those 
morning talks in his tastefully fur- 
nished flat on the Quai de Bourbon 
overlooking the Seine, the premier in 
blue silk pajamas always amazes his 
visitors by his intellectual grasp of the 
most diverse problems. Too much un- 
derstanding of one's adversaries' view- 
point can turn out to be a statesman's 
weakness. But such as he was, with 
the experience of his sixty-four years, 
Leon Blum set about realizing the 
"Demands of the People's Rally." 



JEWISH NEWS IN REVIEW 



The Magazine Surrey will be 
a monthly feature of the 
Review 



AN appeal hase been signed by 
leaders of five synods of the 
American Lutheran Confer- 
ence, consisting of the Norwegian 
Lutheran Church of North America, 
Augustana Swedish Synod, Danish 
United Lutheran Church, American 
Lutheran Church and Norwegian 
Lutheran Free Church, asking pastors 
and other leaders of the Lutheran 
Church throughout the United States 
to take a firm stand against anti- 
Semitism in this country. The state- 
ment deplores the spread of anti-Jew- 
ish propaganda in the United States, 
most of which, it says, has been "based 
upon the modern bible of anti-Sem- 
itism, the so-called Protocols of the 
Wise Men of Zion, a malicious and 
fictitious fabrication whose authui'Miip 
has never been determined, but which 
on innumerable occasions has been de- 
nounced and proved a forgery by 
scholars and courts of law." 

In the province of Quebec, Canada, 
anti-Semitism is being fostered as part 
of a Nationalist movement to encour- 
age French-Canadian enterprise. This 
movement, which is anti-English as 
well as anti-Jewish, has been publicly 
denounced by several ministers of the 
government. 

In the neighboring province of On- 
tario a minister of the First United 
Church freely admitted the accusation 
that "the Christian church had not 
only condoned intolerance and hatred 
but had even encouraged it." At a pub- 
lic discussion of Jewish-Christiam re- 
lations held in a Synagogue, Rev. Dr. 
E. Crossley Hunter said : "It is the 
most embarrassing question -a Christ- 
ian can be asked. Ours is the shame. 
I hang my head in shame when I think 
of the Crusades. The failure has been 
ours. I have no explanation to make, 
except that we have been unworthy of 
Him we call God. I take the oppor- 
tunity tonight, on behalf of the re- 
ligion I represent, to say 'Pardon us.' 
I ask the forgiveness of your people 
for our failures." 

At a meeting in Chicago of 50 Jew- 
ish leaders from 16 states and from 
Canada, called by Sigmund Living- 
ston, Chairman of the Anti-Defama- 
tion League, it was decided to estab- 
lish a permanent committee of 18 to 
work for unification of the efforts of 
existing agencies engaged in combat- 
ing anti-Semitism. The members of 
the sub-committee include Judge A. 



By LESTER LYONS 

K. Cohen of Boston, Chairman; Ar- 
thur Goldsmith of New York City, 
and Judge I. M. Golden of San Fran- 
cisco. 

A League to Combat Anti-Semitism 
has been formed in Belgrade, Yugo- 
slavia. The importance of this lies in 
the circumstance that it has been spon- 
sored by a number of notable non- 
Jews. 

* * * 

hi Vilna, Poland, University stud- 
ents went on a "hunger strike" de- 
manding a "University Ghetto." The 
"strikers" insisted on a restriction of 
Jewish rights, separate benches for the 
Jews and dismissal of the Jewish pro- 
fessors and assistant lecturers at the 
University. How idealistic the "strik- 
ers" were may be surmised from the 
report that under cover they had all the 
food they wanted. The Dean of the 
University who first rejected the "strik- 
ers' " demands is reported to have 
promised subsequently to give further 
consideration to them. 

While the Polish authorities have 
been extremely apathetic with respect 
to quelling the uprisings in the Uni- 
versity, the Hungarian government 
seems to be more determined to pro- 
tect the rights of the Jews. Premier 
Daranyi of Hungary has threatened to 
close for a year all universities, where 
anti-Semitic outbreaks have been fre- 
quent, unless order is restored. The 
Hungarian press says that the anti- 
Jewish disturbances are directly con- 
nected with the activities of Nazi pro- 
pagandists. 

* * * 

Anti-Semitism in South Africa, 
which has been fairly common for sev- 
eral years, has lately increased in in- 
tensity. The chief basis of the pre- 
sent campaign against the Jews is the 
arrival of about 500 German-Jewish 
refugees. In a resolution adopted by 
inhabitants of Capetown protest was 
made "on behalf of the older South 
African folk-elements against the un- 
limited and undesirable mass emigra- 
tion of Jews to South Africa." and 
attention was called "to the fact that 
the anti-Semitic movement in South 
Africa has alread reached consider- 
able dimensions ; it may cause dis- 
turbances in the social life of South 
Africa." 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



[13] 



It has also been reported that be- 
cause, of the agitation of the farmers, 
who fear that the Jewish boycott of 
German goods is affecting the export 
of South African wool to Germany, 
the South African government is con- 
templating a measure to make the boy- 
cott of German goods illegal. 

* * * 

A question seriously confronting 
and dividing Jewry in England is that 
of the stand to be taken by the Jews 
against the Fascist movement there. 
( )n the one hand, it is believed by a 
growing number of Jews that Fascism 
cannot be distinguished from anti- 
Semitism and that the political ad- 
vancement of the Fascist party neces- 
sarily forebodes continued and 
strengthened attacks on the Jews. 
Their conclusion is that the Jews as a 
group should combine to resist and 
light Fascism. 

Thus, at a meeting of Jewish stud- 
ents in Cambridge convened by the 
three Jewish societies in the Univer- 
sity, the Schechter, the Zionist, and the 
Anglo-Jewish, a resolution was passed 
by an overwhelming majority wherein 
it was declared that "believing (1) 
that the distinction between Fascism 
and anti-Semitism is artificial and 
dangerous, and (2) that anti-Semit- 
ism, having become a political issue, 
cannot adequately be met by a policy 
of non-political isolation, it therefore 
behooves all Jews to co-operate whole- 
heartedly with every organization ef- 
fectively engaged in the defence of all 
democratic rights against Fascism." 

* * * 

Recently formed "to defend the 
Jewish people of Britain against phy- 
sical and moral assault by the Fasc- 
ists" is the Jewish People's Council 
against Fascism and anti-Semitism. 
Opposed to the principles of this or- 
ganization is the Jewish Board of De- 
puties, the most influential represen- 
tative of British Jewry, which be- 
lieves that Fascism should not be con- 
demned by the Jews as a race. In an 
organ subscribing to the views of the 
group is expressed the fear that a 
united Jewish stand against Fascism 
would create a "mischievous example" 
of a "Jewish vote" and would be a 
way "of inviting suspicion and hos- 
tility and of coming to be regarded as 
a national pest." The advice is given 
that "If there are Jews who hate Fas- 
cism, let them join one of the parties 



that are opposed to the movement. 
They will fight it much more success- 
fully in that capacity than as mem- 
bers of a kind of holy Jewish alliance. 
And in so far as British Fascism is 
anti-Jewish — and it is not at all cer- 
tain that its adherents are united on 
that irrelevant issue — let the Commun- 
ity unite to rebut its allegations." 

* * * 

AT the hearings before the Royal 
Commission in Palestine, ap- 
pointed to investigate the ad- 
ministration of the Mandate and the 
differences between the Jews and Ar- 
abs, evidence has been continually ad- 
duced revealing how the Jewish de- 
velopment of Palestine has been bene- 
ficial to all inhabitants and has not in- 
jured the Arabs. Statistics presented 
to the Commission showed that dur- 
ing the past summer the country had 
940,000 Arabs and 370,000 Jews. Of 
330,000 acres of land owned by the 
Jews, 170,500 had been acquired since 
1920 for $38,635,000. Arab lands were 
more intensively cultivated, thus pro- 
viding more employment for the Ar- 
abs. 

The important observation was made 
by Lord Peel, Chairman of the Com- 
mission, that "although a large area 
had been purchased since 1920 by 
Jews very few Arabs had been dis- 
placed thereby." This contradicted the 
conclusion of the Shaw Commission 
that more Jews could not be settled 
without displacing the Arabs. 

It was also brought out that while 
the government spent 180,000 pounds 
annually on health service, the Jews 
spent 318,000 pounds for a consider- 
ably smaller population, and had a 
complete medical service. In no case 
had any Jewish immigrant who was a 
holder of a labor certificate become a 
charge on public funds. 

* * * 

In Italy, attacks by the press on the 
Jews have been increasing. The sub- 
stance of the charges is that the Jews 
are not unswervingly loyal to the Fas- 
cist policies. Officially, however, the 
Italian government does not appear to 
have sponsored these accusations. An 
indication of the government's friend- 
liness to the Jews is Mussolini's recent 
appointment of a Jewish industrialist, 
Signor Olivetti, as president of the 
Italian Cotton Corporation, with far- 
reaching powers. Another compliment 
to the Jews is the conferring on a Jew- 



ess, Emilia Olivetti-Cohen, of a high 
decoration in recognition of her ser- 
vices to agriculture in organizing a 
model farm which is admired through- 
out Italy. She was also presented with 
an album containing the signatures of 
35,000 Italian citizens, including many 
notables. Signora Olivetti-Cohen has 
expressed a wish to organize a model 
farm in Palestine. 

* * * 

For killing Nazi leader Wilhelm 
Gustloff, David Frankfurter, 27-year 
old medical student suffering from tu- 
berculosis, was sentenced by a Swiss 
court to imprisonment for 18 years. 
This is the maximum sentence allowed 
by Swiss law as punishment for mur- 
der. Although this youth had confess- 
ed that the killing had been committed 
without the aid or approval of any other 
person and was the result of his brood- 
ing over the wrongs done to his race 
by the Nazis, the Nazi press in Ger- 
man)- had vehemently declared that 
Frankfurter was a tool of Jewish or- 
ganizations and that world Jewry was 
seeking to transform his trial into a 
mighty campaign against Germany. 

* * * 

Although the new Prime Minister 
of Iraq has assured the President of 
the Jewish community of the govern- 
ment's determination to afford full pro- 
tection to the Jews there, serious in- 
citements against the Jews are contin- 
uing. Lately, leaflets signed by "The 
Black Hand" have been disseminated 
urging the Arabs to murder Jews. The 
leaflets boast of a membership of 600 
in the band who regard themselves as 
pioneers in spreading the fight against 
Jews. Nothing seems to have been yet 
done by the government to ascertain 
who the leaders of the organization are 
or to curtail their activities. 

* * * 

Announcement has been made by Sir 
Neill Malcolm, League of Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees from 
Germany, that plans are being prepared 
by him for calling an international con- 
ference to formulate a convention gov- 
erning the economic and social condi- 
tions of refugees from Germany. This 
would supplement the provisional con- 
vention adopted by the conference at 
Geneva last July fixing the juridical 
status of the refugees from Germany 
who had lost their citizenship. 
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BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER ACTIVITIES 



SPECIAL COLLEGE STUDENTS' SER- 
VICE THIS FRIDAY NIGHT 

In keeping with a custom that has 
been established in our Center a num- 
ber of years ago, the Friday evening 
when students are home from the col- 
leges and universities for their winter 
vacation has always been reserved for 
a special service devoted to the inter- 
est of our college students. 

Rabbi Levinthal is happy to announ- 
ce that the speaker for this service, 
which will be held this Friday night, 
December 25th, at 8:30 o'clock, will 
be Prof. Moses Hadas of Columbia 
University. Dr. Hadas, who is him- 
self a graduate of the Jewish Theo- 
logical Seminary of America, is on 
the teaching staff of the department of 
Classical Languages at Columbia Univ- 
ersity. He is a distinguished scholar 
and author as well as a very brilliant 
speaker. He knows the Jewish college 
student and understands his problems. 
He will speak on the subject "To Thine 
Own Self Be True". 

We hope that all of our students 
from the colleges and universities, both 
the young men and the young women, 
as well as their parents, will attend 
these services. 

Rabbi Levinthal will preside and 
also add a few introductory words. 
Rev. Kantor will lead irn the con- 
gregational singing. 



MARGARET SANGER TO ADDRESS 
FORUM AUDIENCE 

The speaker at the Center Forum on 
Monday evening, January 4th, will be 
the national and international leader 
of the birth control movement, Mrs. 
Margaret Sanger. The subject of her 
address will be "Common Sense of 
Birth Control". 



COURSE LECTURES 

Child Psychology — Wednesdays at 3 
P. M. 

Problems of Psychology — Wednes- 
days at 8:15 o'clock. Miss Flor- 
ence Rosen, Instructor. 

Modern Literature — Wednesday even- 
ings at 8:15 o'clock. Mr. A. Kap- 
lan, Instructor. 



DR. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES FORUM 
SPEAKER MONDAY EVENING 

At our Forum on next Monday eve- 
ning, December 28th, at 8:15 o'clock 
the speaker will be the Rev. Dr. John 
Haynes Holmes. The subject of his 
address will be "Peace in a War Mad 
World". 

This will be the annual visit the fa- 
mous liberal preacher is making at our 
Forum. Those who have attended his 
previous lectures from our platform 
know that a real treat is in store for 
them. We want to advise all our mem- 
bers to please come tarly. Admission 
will be free to members of the Center. 
A nominal charge of 25c will be made 
to all others. 



CENTER LIBRARY NOW 1 
FUNCTIONING 

\Ye are happy to inform the mem- 
bers of the Center and their friends 
that our Library, which is composed 
of the Nazi banned books and also 
a fine collection of bocks in Hebrew, 
Yiddish and English on Jewish sub- 
jects, is now open for the use of the 
public. It will please the members to 
know that many people, young and old, 
are taking ad wantage of our library 
almost daily. The library is open from 
Monday to Thursday from 3 : :30 to 
9:30; on Saturday evenings from 7 
to 9:30; and on Sundays from 10 to 
3 o'clock. 

We trust that more of our members 
will avail themselves of the opportu- 
nity to become acquainted with Jew- 
ish literature through the Center lib- 
rary. 



HEBREW SCHOOL ADOPTS NOVEL 
ROSH CHODESH PROGRAM 

Our afternoon Hebrew School has 
started a novel innovation which is 
proving of great interest to all the 
children. On the Sunday preceding 
Rosh Chodesh, "the first of the Jew- 
ish month" a special Rosh Chodesh 
assembly is held in which all of the 
children participate. At every assembly 
a different class takes charge of the 
program, which revolves around the 
theme of that Jewish month in Jewish 
history. Several of such assemblies 
have already been held and the child- 
ren look forward with a great deal 
of anticipation to each of them. 



SISTERHOOD ELECTS OFFICERS and 
BOARD OF OFFICERS 

At the last meeting of the Sister- 
hood of the Center the following offi- 
cers and members of the Board of Di- 
rectors were elected : 

Mrs. Hyman Aaron, Mrs. Samuel 
P. Abelow, Mrs. Maurice Bernhardt, 
Mrs. Alex Bernstein, Mrs. Elias Bern- 
stein, Mrs. J. D, Booth, Mrs. Herman 
Boskowitz, Mrs. Philip Brenner, Mrs. 
Louis Brenner, Mrs. Sidney Farber, 
Mrs. Isidor Fine, Mrs. Charles Fine, 
Mrs. Samuel Fleischman, Mrs. Solo- 
mon Goodman, Mrs. Isidor Gray, Mrs. 
Samuel Greenb!att. Mrs. Hannah 
Greenblatt, Mrs. Max H. Haft, Mrs. 
David H'alpern, Mrs. J. Horowitz, 
Mrs. Samuel Horowitz, Mrs. Sol Hor- 
owitz, Mrs. S. Katz, Mrs. Benj. J. 
Kline, Mrs. Max Leff, Airs. Isaac Lev- 
ingson, Mrs. Louis J. Levinson, Mrs. 
Israel H. Levinthal, Mrs. Harry Liber- 
man, Mrs. H. J. Lipman, Mrs. Isidor 
Lowenfeld, Mrs. Leib Lurie, Mrs. 
Hyman Rachmil, Mrs. David Rosen- 
berg, Mrs. Louis Roth, Mrs. Harris 
Salit, Mrs. Joseph M. Schwartz, Mrs. 
Nathan T. Schwartz, Mrs. Wm. I. 
Siegel, Mrs. Arnold Silberg, Mrs. 
Louis Simon, Mrs. Samuel Stark, Mrs. 
Joseph Stark, Mrs. I. Wiener, Mrs. Al- 
bert Witty, Mrs. Louis Zankel. 

The officers are as follows : 

Mrs. Albert Witty, President 

Mrs. Isador Lowenfeld, 1st Vice- 
President 

Mrs. David Halpern, 2nd Vice- 
President 

Mrs. Maurice Bernhardt, 3rd Vice- 
President 

Mrs. Hyman Rachmil, Treasurer 

Mrs. I. Wiener, Secretary 



SISTERHOOD SOCIAL MEETING 
JANUARY Nth 

The next regular meeting of the 
Sisterhood will be held on Monday af- 
ternoon, January 11th at 1 :30 o'clock. 
Mrs. Albert A. Weinstein will review 
the well-known book "Herod" by 
Rabbi Jacob Minkin. 



P. T. A. CENTER ACADEMY MEETING 
JANUARY 12th 

The Parent Teachers Association of 
the Center Academy will hold its next 
regular meting on Tuesday evening, 
January 12th, at 8:30 o'clock. 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CENTER 
JANUARY 2 1st 

The annual meeting of our institu- 
tion will be held on Thursday evening, 
January 21, 1937 at 8:30 o'clock. 

At this meeting reports will be pre- 
sented of all activities during the year. 
Election and installation of officers, 
members of the Board of Trustees and 
members of the Governing Board will 
take place. 

GIFTS TO THE CENTER LIBRARY 

We take this means of expressing 
our sincere thanks to the following 
who have made donations to the lib- 
rary of the Center : 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Brenner ; Rab- 
bi and Mrs. Israel H. Levintha!, in 
honor of the birthday of their son, 
Lazar ; Mrs. Hannah Lefkoff of De- 
troit, Mich.; Mr. H. Berkson ; Mr. L. 
Edlin; Mr. Alter Shapiro; Mr. New- 
mark and daughter, in memory of the 
late Dora Newmark. 

THE CENTER CLUB 

The Center Club, the membership 
of which is open to boys from 15 to 
17, has had a very interesting season 
so far. In addition to our regular 
meetings which have been presided 
over by a different member of the club 
each week, we have had the opportu- 
nity to indulge in a number of extra 
activities. 

Among these have been the Book- 
binding Project under the direction of 
Rabbi Hammer ; conducting of a mag- 
azine under the direction of Mr. Gold- 
man, our leader. We also have a cur- 
rent events discussion at every meet- 
ing. 

On November 28, we participated 
in a Thanksgiving Day party with the 
rest of the clubs in the Center. If 
there are any boys of our age who are 
interested in the kind of work we are 
doing we would be glad to welcome 
them into our group. 

JUNIOR LEAGUE 

The Junior League is open to mem- 
bers of the Center, young men from 
the ages of 17 to 20 and young ladies 
of 16 to 20. We meet every Monday 
evening at 8 :00 o'clock. Over the 
Thanksgiving week-end we ran a col- 
legiate dance to honor our out-of- 
town students who were home for the 
holidays. In addition to that we have 
also had a bridge and dance on De- 
cember 7. 

We can do a lot more things of 
interest and enjoyment if more young 
people would show an interest in our 
work. 



RESERVATIONS CLOSED FOR NEW 
YEARS' EVE DINNER 

The Social Committee is pleased to 
announce that reservations for the 
New Years' Eve Dinner have been 
over subscribed. The committee re- 
grets that due to the limited capacity 
of the Auditorium no further reser- 
vations can be accepted at this time. 

THE CENTER RESTAURANT 

The restaurant of the Center is open 
every Sunday from 12 noon to 5 P.M. 
Excellent meals are served at one dol- 
lar per person ; also a la carte ser- 
vice. The co-operation of the members 
of the Center is requested in making 
reservations in advance by telephon- 
ing the Center (Pr. 4-1400). 

CLUB ACTIVITIES 

Maccabees — Sons of Center mem- 
bers 15 and 16 years of age. Meetings 
held on Saturday evenings at 8 o'clock. 
Athletic period second and fourth Sat- 
urday at 7 P. M. 

Vivalets — Daughters of Center 
members 13 to 15 years of age. Meet- 
ing night — Saturday at eight o'clock. 

Center Club — Sons and daughters 
of Center members, boys 15 to 17. 
Meetings — Saturday at 8 P. M. 

Girl Scouts — Meetings are held 
every Wednesday evening at 7 P. M. 

Boy Scouts — 12 to 16 years of age. 
Troop meetings are held on Thursdays 
at 7 P. M. 

Junior League — Membership open 
to girls 16 to 19 years of age and boys 
between the ages of 17 and 20. Meet- 
ings — Mondays at 8 P. M. 

Center Players — Open to adult 
members and sons and daughters of 
Center members. Now rehearsing 
"Ah. Wilderness," by Eugene O'Neill. 
Meet'ngs — Mondav and Thursday at 
8 30 P. M. 

Young Folks League — Meetings are 
held on the third Thursday of each 
month. Membership is open to single 
members and adu'.t sons and daugh- 
ters of Center members. 

SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of Candles at 4:19 P.M. 

Friday Evening Services at 4 P.M. 

Sabbath Morning Services (Sedrah 
Vayechi) will commence at 8:45 
o'clock. Rabbi Levinthal will preach 
on the weekly portion of the Torah. 

Mincha Services at 4 P.M. 

Class in Ein Yaakob, under the 
leadership of Mr. Benj. Hirsh, at 3 
P. M. 

DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7:00 and 8:00 
o'clock. 

Mincha Services at 4:15 P.M. 



Gala Concert 

arranged by the Center 
at the 

Metropolitan 
Opera House 

Sunday Evening 
March 14, 1937 



Tickets for the concert are sell- 
ing fast. We want to advise 
all members of the Center who 
wish to assure themselves of 
choice locations to please send 
in their reservations with the 
least possible delay. Choice 
seats will be assigned in the 
order of receipt of reservations. 

The prices of tickets are as follows: 

Parterre Boxes (8) $60.00 

Grand Tier Boxes (8) 50.00 

Stall Boxes (4) 25.00 

Orchestra $5.00 and $4.00 

Dress Circle $3.00 and $2.00 

Balcony $1.00 and 50c. 

When ordering tickets for the con- 
cert, please mention number of seats 
desired, prices of tickets and the lo- 
cation. Checks payable to Mr. L. W. 
Bernard, Treasurer, should accompany 
every order for tickets. 

ISIDOR FINE. Chairman 
Concert Committee 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

RESULT OF CAMPAIGN 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Aminsky, Philip 

Unmarried Insurance 

Res. 1703 Union St. 

Bus. 175 Fifth Ave. 

Proposed by Tobias Zwcrdling and 

Louis Gribetz. 
Babbit, Louis H. 

Married Insurance 

Res. 602 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 1658 Pitkin Ave. 

Proposed by Hon. Emanuel Green- 
berg. 
Berg, Sidney 

Unmarried Builder 

Res. 12 Balfour PI. 

Proposed by Louis Berg and Mrs. 

Lillian Silberg. 
Berlin, Roy 

Unmarried Attorney 

Res. 570 E. 94th St. 

Bus. 170 Broadway 

Proposed by Nathan Wolfe 
Berson, Murray 

Married Infants' Wear 

Res. 826 Crown St. 

Bus. 1350 Broadway 

Proposed by Aaro l n Gottlieb 
Chaifetz, Hyman 

Married Bookbinding 

Res. 712 Crown St. 

Bus. 151 Lafayette St. 

Proposed by Jacob S. Doner 
Cohen, Malcolm H. 

Married Textile 

Res. 185 Sullivan PI. 

Eus. -179 Greene St. 

Proposed by Tobias Zivcrdling and 

M. M. Schachne 
Dannenberg, Dr. Max 

Married Physician 

Res. 1464 Eastern Pkway. 

Proposed by Dr. R. Finkelstein and 

Dr. Moses Spatt 
Danziger, Seymour I. 

Married Banker 

Res. 1434 Carroll St. 

Bus. 568 Eighth Ave. 

Proposed by Hon. Emanuel Green- 
berg 
Dembo, Estelle 

Unmarried 

Res. 142 E. 55th St. 
Dunitz, J. 

Married Mfg. Knit Goods 
Res. 1435 President St. 
Bus. 108 Clifton PI. 
Proposed by Hon. Emanuel Green- 
berg. 



Ehrlich, Harvey B. 
Married 

Res. 639 Eastern Pkway. 
Busfl 270 Broadway 
Proposed by Martin M. Goldman 
Epstein, Saul L. 

Married Paper Mfg. 
Res. 899 Montgomery St. 
Bus. Long Island City 
Proposed by Charles Fine 



Center Membership 
Passes the 
Thousand Mark 

As a result of the campaign now 
being conducted to enroll new mem- 
bers in the Center, we are happy to 
announce that the membership of 
the Center has passed the Thous- 
and Mark. 

The drive will officially close on 
December 31, 1936. 

' Between now and the end of the 
month we must do everything in 
our power to enroll additional mem- 
bers, if we are to attain our goal in 
this campaign. 

I appeal to all members of the 
Center to help in this important 
work and propose one or more 
members in the Center. 

Emanuel Greenberg, Chairman 
Membership Committee 



Feiden, Murray I. 
Unmarried Lawyer 
Res. 273 Buffalo Ave. 
Bus. 16 Court St. 

Proposed by Hon. Emanuel Green- 
berg. 

Fortunoff, Everett M. 

Unmarried Textile 

Res. 770 St. Mark's Ave. 

Bus. 445 Broadway 

Proposed by Jacob A. Fortunoff 
Freiwirth, Dr. Jacob B. 

Married Dentist 

Res. 80 Sterling St. 

Pus. 1084 Manhattan Ave. 

Proposed by K. K. Klein 



Fried, Hyman 

Married Lawver & C. P. A. 
Res. 1594 Carroll St. 
Bus. 2 Lafayette St. 
Proposed by Win. I. Siegel 

Friedland, Joseph 

Married Real Estate 

Res. 205 E. 17th St. 

Bus. 189 Montague St. 

Proposed by Harry Strongin and 

Joseph M. Schwartz 

Galewitz, Jacob 
Married Paper 
Res. 135 Eastern Pkwav. 
Bus. 30 Main St. 
Proposed by Isidor Fine 

Glaubman, Milton 

Unmarried Attorney 
Res. 468 Crown St. 
Bus. 369 Lexington Ave. 
Proposed by Louis & Harry Glaub- 
man 

Grayzel, Abraham G. 

Married Lawyer 

Res. 1030 Park PI. 

Bus. 277 Broadway 

Proposed by Martin M. Goldman 
Greene, Harry 

Married Real Esate 

Res. 1535 President St. 

Bus. 1017 Surf Ave. 

Proposed by Henry Seinfel 
Guild, J. Allan 

Unmarried Real Estate 

Res. 95 Linden Blvd. 

Bus. 342 Madison Ave. 

Proposed by Harry Lippman and 

Jacob Levin 
Harwich, Abraham 

Married Teacher 

Res. 1471 Carroll St. 

Proposed by Albert A. Weinstein 
Helfenstein, Bernard 

Married Insurance 

Res. 40 Lincoln Road 

Bus. 164 Montague St. 

Proposed by Harry Strongin and 

Joseph M. Schwartz 
Heller, Joseph 

Married Lawyer 

Res. 901 Washington Ave. 

Bus. 51 Chambers St. 

Proposed by Samuel Horowitz 

Hirsh, Joe 

Unmarried Accountant 

Res. 760 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 572 - 12th St., West N. Y. 

Proposed by Louis H. Schlesinger 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



[17] 



Horowitz, Irving S. 

Married Food Mfrs. 

Res. 1045 St. John's PI. 

Bus. 369 E. 14th St. 

Proposed by Sol Horowitz 
Horowitz, Benjamin M. 

Married Artist Materials 

Res. 582 Montgomery St. 

Proposed by S. A. Doctorow 
Imnierman, Harry 

Married Merchant 

Res. 805 St. Mark's Ave. 

Bus. 225 W. 34th St. 

Proposed by S. Rottenberg & Louis 

Albert 
Inkeles, Jack 

Married 

Res. 12 Crown St. 
Bus. 134 Reade St. 
Proposed by Arthur Joseph & Roy 
M. Leibler 
Inkeles, Milton G. 
Married 

Res. 100 Lefferts Ave. 

Bus. 134 Reade St. 

Proposed by Arthur Joseph & Roy 

M. Leibler 
Klinghoffer, Kobie 

Married Floor Coverings 

Res. 469 Crown St. 

Bus. 1584 Fulton St. 

Proposed by Wm. I. Siegel and Dr. 

IV ui. Hyde 
Kushner, T. Mildred 

Unmarried Attornev 

Res. 245 Blake Ave! 

Bus. 68-57 Fresh Pond Road 
Levine, Nathan 

Married Mfrs. of Chd. Apparel 

Res. 917 Eastern Pkway. 

Bus. 135 W. 36th St. 

Proposed by Charles Fine 
Levy, Alexander 

Married Steel 

Res. 877 Empire Blvd. 

Bus. 186 Joralemon St. 

Proposed by Joseph Goldberg 

Levy, Oscar 

Alairied Paper 

Res. 626 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 96 Morgan St. 

Proposed by Charles Saficr and Mr. 

Roy M. Liebler 
Lindenbaum, Abraham M. 

Married Insurance 

Res. 760 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 164 Montague St. 

Proposed by Joseph M. Schivartz & 

Harry Strongin 
Lustig, Norman 

Married Insurance 

Res. 1464 Union St. 

Bus. 164 Montague St. 

Proposed by J. M. Schwartz and 

Harry Strongin 



Mahler, Ernest 

Married Lawyer 

Res. 501 Lefferts Ave. 

Bus. 90 Broad St. 

Proposed by Isaac D. S or gen 
Marmelstein, Sylvia 

Unmarried 

Res. 50 E. 57th St. 

Proposed by Hervnan Baum 
Moskowitz, Dr. Irving L. 

Unmarried Physician 

Res. 295 Montgomery St. 

Proposed by Mrs. H. Levy & Max 

Moskowitz 
Oliphant, Irving E. 

Unmarried Treasury Dept. 

Res. 857-A 46th St. 

Bus. 58th St. and 1st Ave. 

Proposed by S. Munzer 
Orber, Morris 

Married Insurance 

Res. 7311 Eleventh Ave. 

Bus. 164 Montague St. 

Proposed by Harry Strongin and J. 

M. Schwartz 
Orlin, Alfred 

Unmarried Personal Loan 

Res. 687 Bradford St. 

Bus. 131 W. 42nd St. 
Ostrow, Frances 

Unmarried Dental Hygienist 

Res. 1090 Eastern Park. 

Bus. P.S. 189, Bklyn. 

Proposed by Mac Smith 
Packer, Morris E. 

Married Attorney 

Res. 1386 Union St. 

Bus. 16 Court St. 

Proposed by Hon. Emanuel Green- 
berg. 
Perlstein, Max 

Married Jobbers in Shoe Leather 

Res. 225 Eastern Pkway. 

Bus. 18 Ferry St. 

Proposed by Samuel Horowitz 
Rachmil, Dr. Maurice 

Single Dentist 

Res. 1056 President St. 

Bus. 30 Ocean Parkway 

Proposed by Mrs. Hyman Rachmil 
Ratner, Isidor 

Married 

Res. 1599 Carroll St. 
Proposed by Charles Ffyie and A. 
E. Ratner 
Reich, Max 

Married Lawyer 
Res. 706 Eastern Park. 
Bus. 233 Broadway 
Proposed by lion. Emanuel Green- 
berg 

Rosenberg, David H. 
Married Civil Engineer 
Res. 1746 President St. 
Bus. 50 Church St. 
Proposed by Aaron Gottlieb 



Rothenberg, Meyer 

Married Deputy Tax Commr. 
Res. 765 Eastern Park. 
Bus. 18 Court St., L. I. City 
Proposed by Hon. Emanuel Green- 
berg 

Ruchman, Dr. Jacob 

Married Physician 

Res. 301 Brooklyn Ave. 

Bus. 706 Eastern Pkway. 
^ Proposed by Samuel Horoiuitz 
Sackadorf, Dr. Isadore H. 

Married Physician 

Res. 732 Eastern Park. 

Proposed by Hon. Emanuel Green- 
berg 

Schall, Marion 

Unmarried Secretary 

Res. 1137 President St 

Bus. 38-38-22nd St., L. I. City 
Schlachter, Robert T. 

Married Work Clothing 

Res. 1550 Union St. 

Bus. 93 Worth St. 

Proposed by Isidor Fine 
Seaman, Milton 

Married Insurance 

Res. 1016 Ocean Pkway 

Bus. 245 Fifth Ave. 

Proposed by Alex Bernstein 
Sherry, Joseph 

Unmarried Men's & Women's 
Pajamas 

Res. 749 Eastern Pkway. 

Bus. 1107 Broadway 

Proposed by Samuel B. Milt 
Siegel, Morris K. 

Married Lawyer 

Res. 201 Barrett St. 

Bus. 521 Fifth Ave. 

Proposed by Martin M. Goldman & 

Paul Christenfeld 
Sternian, Jack 

Married Real Estate 

Res. 652 Eastern Pkway. 

Bus. 151 W. 40th St. ' 

Proposed by Charles Fine & Jacob 

Rosenman 

Uran, Arthur W. 

Married Attorney 

Res. 881 Washington Ave. 

Bus. 51 Chambers St. 

Proposed by Arthur Joseph and 

David Bakst 
Walk, Philip 

Married Clothing 

Res. 760 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 712 Broadway 

Proposed by Charles Fine 
Wcdeen, George 

Married Cotton Textiles 

Res. 1307 Carroll St. 

Bus. 471 Broadway 

Proposed by Abr. Price 
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Weinsteiu, Dr. Elias 

Unmarried Physician 

Res. 310 E. 46th St. 

Bus. 531 Knickerbocker Ave. 

Proposed by Dr. Percy Lewis 
Weinstein, Philip 

Married Shoe Mfr. 

Res. 959 Park PI. 

Bus. 35 York St. 

Proposed by Samuel Moskowitz 
Wisner, Benjamin H. 

Married Lawyer 

Res. 760 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 2 Lafayette St. 

Proposed by Alex Bernstein 
Wolff, Julius 

Married Old Gold 

Res. 826 Crown St. 

Bus. 94 E. 14th St. 

Proposed by Aaron Gottlieb 
* * * 

Baum, Maxwell 1. 

Married Notions 

Res. 600 Empire Blvd. 

Bus. 37 Union Sq. 

Proposed by Samuel Stark 
Black, Rosella 

Unmarried Legal 

Res. 2 Hinckley PL 

Bus. 225 Broadway 

Proposed by Alex. Finkelman 
Braunstein, Simon H. 

Unmarried Lawyer 

Res. 446 Kingston Ave. 

Bus. 2 Lafayette St. 

Proposed by Lazvrence Goodstein & 

Murray Willen 
Brown, Nathan D. 

Unmarried Bath Robes 

Res. 1045 St. John's PI. 

Bus. 105 Madison Ave. 

Proposed by Abr. Ginsburg 
Brown, Theodore 

Unmarried Bath Robes 

Res. 1045 St. John's PI. 

Bus. 105 Madison Ave. 

Proposed by Abr. Ginsburg 
Goell, Kermit 

Unmarried Real Estate 

Res. 576 Eastern Park. 

Bus. 150 Broadway 

Proposed by Milton J. Goell 
Gribetz, Abraham 

Married Manager 

Res. 1281 Union St, 

Bus. 102 Second Ave. 

Proposed by Louis J. Gribetz and 

Tobias 7jwerdling 
Hirsch, Henry 

Unmarried Gas Ranges 

Res. 135 Eastern Park. 

Bus. 5746 Flushing Ave. 

Proposed by Samuel Stark 
Kaminsky, David 

Married Lumber 

Res. 701 Empire Blvd. 



Bus. 976 Fourth Ave. 

Proposed by Joseph Tabor 
Kreitzberg, Frank 

Unmarried Lawyer 

Res. 1045 St. Johns Place 

Bus. 29 Broadway 

Proposed by Benjamin Kaplan 
Levine, Abraham 

Unmarried Knit Goods 

Res. 422 Crown St. 

Bus. 140 Junius St. 

Proposed by Benjamin Kaplan 
Levy, Abraham 

Married Real Estate 

Res. 295 St. Johns PI. 

Bus. 32 Court St. 

Proposed by Samuel Rottenberg 
Rubinowitz, Stanley H. 

Unmarried Lawyer 

Res. 476 New York Ave. 

Bus. 170 Broadway 

Proposed by Roy Berlin 
Sperling, David 

Married 

Res. 143 Linden Blvd. 
Bus. 350 Broadway 
Proposed by Albert Witty 
Volet, William B. 
Married 

Res. 1745 President St. 
Bus. 120 Schermerhorn St. 
Proposed by Hon. Emanuel Green- 
berg and Wm. I. Siegel 



The following have applied for rein- 
statement in the Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter: 

Bronstein, Jay 

Married Lawyer 

Res. 240 Crown St. 

Bus. 26 Court St. 

Proposed by David B. Kaminsky 

and Hank Brainson 
Cohen, Saul C. 

Unmarried Attorney 

Res. 1700 President St. 

Bus. 189 Montague St. 

Proposed by Hon. Emanuel Green- 
berg 

Farber, De. David 

Married Physician 

Res. 865 Eastern Park. 

Proposed by Charles Perman 
Friedman, Jacob M. 

Married Lawyer 

Res. 1356 Union St. 

Bus. 305 Broadway 

Proposed by Hon. Emanuel Greeu- 

berg 

Golden, Samuel 
Married Printing 
Res. 75 Ocean Avenue 
Bus. 106 Seventh Ave. 
Proposed by Irving Lurie 



Golden, Samuel 

Married Hardware 

Res. 599 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 1800 Pitkin Ave. 

Proposed by David Aaron 
Goodstein, Albert 

Unmarried Clothing 

Res. 1338 Carroll St. 

Bus. 115 Fifth Ave. 

Proposed by David Goodstein 
Gottlieb, J. W. 

Married Lawyer 

Res. 1263 Carroll St. 

Bus. 16 Court St. 

Proposed by Hon. Emanuel Green- 

berg 

Greenstein, Barnett J. 

Res. 936 St. Mark's Ave. 

Proposed by David R. Aaron 
Heisiger, Chas. M. 

Married Lawyer 

Res. 623 Empire Blvd. 

Bus. 183 Remsen St. 

Proposed by Hon. Emanuel Green- 
berg 

Kurland, Arch. H. 
Married Lawyer 
Res. 250 Crown St. 
Bus. 26 Court St. 

Proposed by Hon. Emanuel Green- 
berg 

Leicher, Jacob E. 

Married Real Estate 

Res. 451 E. 22nd St. 

Bus. 1772 Church Ave. 

Proposed by Henry Seinfel 
Lender, Dr. Morris R. 

Married Dentist 

Res. 1173 St. Johns Tlace 

Proposed by Joseph M. Schwartz 
Lesser, Sidney 

Unmarried Stationery 

Res. 848 Eastern Pkway. 

Bus. 357 Canal St. 

Proposed by Charles Perman 
Never, Harry 

Married Lawyer 

Res. 415 Lefferts Ave. 

Bus. 29 Broadway 

Proposed by Hon. E. Greenberg 
Punia, Charles 

Married Real Estate 

Res. 776 E. 46th St. 

Bus. 26 Court St. 

Proposed by Aaron Gottlieb 
Hon. Hyman Rayfiel 

Res. 208 Highland Ave. 

Proposed by Henry Seinfel and I 

Siegmeister 
Rosenman, Jacob 

Married Real Estate 

Res. 925 Prospect PI. 

Bus. 156 Fifth Ave. 

Proposed by Hon. Emanuel Green- 
berg and Joseph M. Schwartz 
{Continued on Page 20) 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE KOL NIDRE APPEAL 

OUR heartiest thanks are hereby extended to the following who have re- 
sponded to the appeal made on behalf of the Center at the last Kol Nidre 
Services : 



Anonymous 
Fine, Isidore 
Mr. & Mrs. 



Kline, Benjamin J. 

* * * 

Bernard, Louis W. 
Brenner, Phillip 
Brenner, Louis 
Cohen, Julius 
Dlugasch, Morris 
Fein, Hyman 
Goodstein, David 
Haft, M. W. 
Judson, H. 
Kronish, Fred 
Kugel, Simon, H. 
Leibowitz, Mrs. S. 
Moskowitz, S. 
Rosen, Meyer A. 
Schwartz, Jos. M. 
Smerling, L. 
Steingut, Hon. I. 
Sussman, S. 

* * * 

Aaron, Hyman 
Abranis, Hyman 
GabrieL Barnett 
Ginsberg, Moses 
Goldsamt, S. 
Greenfield, Dr. S. D. 
Herzfeld, Max 
Hirsh, H. L. 
Holtzman, Jacob L 
Koff, S. 

Koven, Dr. Benj. 
Lazarowitz, Mrs. I, 
Lemberg, S. 
Liberman, H. 
Metzger, M. 
Miller, Morris 
Neinkin, .Morris 
Parnes, Louis 
Polsky, Archie 
Riker, 1. Jerome 
Rothkopf, H. 
Rutchik, Max M. 
Rutstein, Jacob 
Schwartz, Solomon 
Shapiro, Abraham 
Silberberg, I. 
Sokoloff, Ralph 
Span, Dr. M. 
Strausberg, Samuel 
Tanenbaum, B. 
Triebitz, H. 
Wetsberg, S. S. 
Yanowitz, H. 

* * * 
Aaron, Joseph I. 
Armour, Geo. L. 
Barnett, Mrs. S. 
Bernstein, Alex 
Brown, H. 
Donowitz, Est. of 
Eisenberg, J. 
Elkin. Mr. 
Finkelstein, Dr. R. 
Freedman, H. A. 
Gasner, Mrs. S. 
Gellis, Mrs. H. 



Ginsburg, Abr. 
Ginzburg, Michael 
Glaubman, Louis 
Glickman, Pincus 
Goldstein, J. 
Goldstein, Dr. M. 
Goody, H. 
Haft, M. H. 
Halpern, David 
Hartman, Aaron 
Hornick, Louis 
Horowitz, Joseph 
Jablow, Geo. 
Jablow, Harry L. 
Karron, D. 
Levine, Benj. A. 
Lewis, Aaron 
Lipshutz, Philip 
Lukashok, Joseph 
Lurie, Irving 
May, Justice 

Mitchell 
Meltzer, Samuel 
Minoff, Jacob 
Nathan, I. 
Nemerov, Meyer 
Ostow, K. I. 
Plotkin, Dr. Henry 
Posner, Louis 
Preston, H. 
Rachmil, Hyman 
Robbins, L. 
Rosenfeld, Morris 
Rosten, H. 
Rothkopf, M. 
Sabel, Joseph 
Sadvoransky, J. 
Salit, Mrs. H. 
Salwen, Nathan 
Schlein, Mrs. E. 
Schlesinger, L. H. 
Schneider, S. A. 
Seinfel, Henry 
Sklar, Mrs. J. 
Wander, S. 
Weinstock, Louis 
Weiss, Mrs. M. 
Wohl, Mrs. F. 
Zaifert, H. 
Zirn, S. 

Zwerdling, Tobias 



Jacobs, Joseph 
Feldt, Joseph 
Goldberg, L. 
Gottlieb, Aaron 
Gulkis, J. 
Horowitz, Sol 
Isenfeld, M. 
Kuflik, Aaron 
Ratner, A. E. 
Schrier, H. 
Solovei, Joseph A. 
Stark, Samuel 
Stern, Edward M. 
Wolfe, Dr. S. A. 
Zinn, M. 
Zirinsky, H. 



Anonymous 
Artzis, A. 
Baltowsky, B. 



Banks, M. 
Barz, H. 
Blacher, Charles 
Bloch, Mrs. S. 
B lumen son, L. T. 
Brown, B. 
Colin, Mrs. A. 
Cohen, Sol 
Davis, H. 
Feinberg, D. 
Feinberg, Philip F. 
Fortunoff, J. A. 
Froelich, H. 
Goldenberg, A. 
Gottlieb, S. 
Gray, I. 
Horwitz, S. 
Hutner, N. M. 
Korn, Harry 
Kupferberg, H. 
Land, Louis J. 
Lazrus, B. 
Lipman, H. J. 
Lowenfeld, 1. 
Levy, J. 
Levy, Jacob 
Miller, I. 

Monasch, Mrs. H. 
Palevsky, Philip 
Perlstein, I. 
Polivnick, I. 
Prince, A. 
Raabin, Herman 
Rokeach, Dr. A. 
Rosenblum, Philip 
Rosenbluth, I. 
Rosenfeld, I. B. 
Scharff, Mrs. Sarah 
Scheer, Adolf 
Schrier, I. 
Schrier, Mrs. J. 
Simon, Louis 
Sorcher, N. 
Silverstein, Morty 
Weinstein, A. 
Wiener, I. 
Witty, Albert 
Wunderlich, Chas. 
Zirinsky, Mrs. J. 
* * * 

Abelov, S. 
Adelman, B. J. 
Anonymous 
Albert, R. 
Appelbaum, Mr. 
Berks, Mr. 
Berkson, H. 
Bloomgarden, B. 
Brandt, Mr. 
Breslow, S. 
Cohen, Benjamin 
Dunn, Mr. M. 
Eichen, Charles 
Fischer, G. 
Flechner, M. 
Freund, H. 
Friedrich, H. L. 
Glasser, Mr. 
Goldberg, Mrs. S. 
Golomb, S. M. 
Goodman, S. 
Gray, M. 
Greenberg, G. 



Gumeiner, Bertha 
Halper, A. 
Hoffman, Louis 
Horowitz, Mrs. G. 
Joseph, Joseph 
Kaplan, M. 
Katz, S. 
Kahan, H. A. 
Kimberg, M. 
Klein, K. Karl 
Koch, L. 
Koch, S. 
Kommel, I. 
Kraus, M. 
Kronbach, Mrs. F. 
Kurtz, Mr. 
Lazare, Leo 
Levinson, Mrs. L. J. 
Levin, J. 
Levy, Joseph 
Leifer, Dr. Aaron 
Maize, L. B. 
Malament, Mrs. M. 
Marcus, L. 
Marcus, S. 
Margolis, H. 
Mehr, Mr. 
Mayer, M. 
Messing, B. 
Phillips, Irving 
Prensky, H. 
Raab, Mr. 
Rappaport, Mr. 
Reich, S. 

Reichman, Mrs. A. 
Rieben, Philip 
Roth, L. J. 
Rothman, L. 
Schetzen, H. 
Schnall, Dr. M. 
Schneider, J. 
Schwartz, H. J. 
Siegel, Wm. I. 
Simon, Louis 
Shames, R. 
Shapiro, Geo. A. 
Slipyan, S. 
Silber, Dr. 
Siskind, Mr. 
Sperber, Mr. 
Teperson, Joseph A. 
Teperson, Dr. H. I. 
Vilkomerson, 1. 
Warsaw, Mr. 
Waxman, B. 
Weisman, Mrs. 
Wenitsky, I. 
Werbin, Mrs. 
Wolf, Charles 



Friedlander, Mrs. 
Friedman, M. 
Langer, Mrs. Sadie 
* * * 

Adelman, Mrs. 
Greenberg, Mrs. 
Kreisberg, Mrs. S. 
Maggin, Mrs. L. 
Perfett, Mrs. M. 
Obersteiu, Mrs. A. 



REPORT OF CLUB VIVALETS 

The month of November proved to 
be an active one for the Vivalets, and 
judging from future plans they are 
launching forth on a most ambitious 
and interesting program for the com- 
ing months. 

On Saturday, Nov. 28th, the girls 
acted as hostesses at a Thanksgiving 
party which was attended by the Cen- 
ter and Maccabee Clubs. On Satur- 
day evening, Dec. 19th, the Vivalets 
and the Center Club were the guests 
of the Maccabees at a Chanukah party. 

In addition to these social events, the 
Vivalets have adopted an interesting 
cultural and charitable program. Be- 
sides the weekly discussion of Current 
Jewish topics, plans have been discuss- 
ed for the girls extending their coop- 
eration in editing the Center Qub Pa- 
per and for the casting and production 
of plays by the girls themselves. The 
Vivalets are also enthusiastically plan- 
ning to dress dolls for poor children. 

On Chanukah, the girls presented 
the children of the Ladies Hebrew Day 
Nursery with a small Chanukah treat. 

All members of the Center are urg- 
ed to send their daughters of eligible 
age to our Club which we are sure 
will provide them with varied and in- 
teresting good times. The club is un- 
der the leadership of Airs. Helen L. 
Sukloff. 



An additional list of contributors to the Kol Nidre Appeal will be published 
at an early date. 



CENTER ACADEMY 

of the 

Brooklyn Jewish Center 

Chartered by the University of the 
State of New York 



A PROGRESSIVE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL . . . COMPLETE CUR- 
RICULUM from KINDERGARTEN 
to EIGHTH GRADE, INCLUDING 
ARTS, CRAFTS and SCIENCE 
. . . COMBINED WITH A FUN- 
DAMENTAL EDUCATION IN 
HEBREW and JEWISH CULTURE 

Hours: 8:45 A. M. to 3:15 P. M. 



REGISTRATIONS NOW BEING RE- 
CEIVED . . TELEPHONE PRES. 4-1400 
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LIST OF MEMBERS PLACED IN NOMINATION AS OFFICERS, MEMBERS OF 
THE BOARD OF OF TRUSTEES AND GOVERNING BOARD OF THE 
BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 

We, the undersigned, the duly constituted Nominating Committee, do here- 
by making the following nominations for officers, trustees and members of the 
Board of Governors to be voted for at the next Annual election to be held on 
Thursday evening, January 21, 1937. 

OFFICERS 
(For the Ensuing Year 1937) 

For President JOSEPH M. SCHWARTZ 

For First Vice-President HENRY SEINFEL 

For Second Vice-President HYMAN AARON 

For Secretary _ • MAX HERZFELD 

For Treasurer BENJAMIN J. KLINE 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
(For A Term of Three Years, 1937, 1938 and 1939) 

Isidor Fine Nathan Halperin Nathan D. Shapiro 

Hon. E. Greenberg Jacob L. Holtzman Morris Weinberg 

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNING BOARD 

Aaron, David Goell, Milton J. Kugel, S. H. Schaefter, Frank 

Aaron, Joseph I. Gleichenhaus, V. W. Levey, Frank Schlesinger, L. J. 

Albert, Louis Goldberg, S. H. Levine, Benj. A. Schwartz, Mrs. J. M 

Albert, R. Goldstein, Nathaniel LLevingson, I. Schwartz, Mrs. N. T. 

Arvins, Nathan Goodstein, David Lewis, Aaron Schwartz, N. T. 

Balsam, Milton D. Gottlieb, Aaron Liberman, Harry Schwartz, Solomon 

Bernard, Louis W. Gottfried, Ph. Lowenfeld, Mrs. I.Siegel, Wm. I. 

Bernhardt, Maurice Gribetz, L. J. Lukashock, Jos. Siegmeister, I. 

Bernstein, Alex Gross, Henry H. Lurie, Irving Simon, Louis 

Booth, Mrs. J. D. Greenblatt, S. Lurie, Leib ' Spatt, Dr. Moses 

Brainson, Hyman L. Haft, Max H. Martz, Benj. Stark, Samuel 

Brenner, Louis Halperin, Louis Metzger, Morris Steingut, Hon. I. 

Brenner, Philip Halpern, David Markowitz, Ben. Straussberg, S. 

Brenner, Mrs. Ph. Harrison, H. A. Neinkin, Morris Strongin, Harry 

Chizner, Meyer Holtzmann, Henry Nemerov, Meyer Sussman, Sol 

Dilbert, Harry Horowitz, Joseph Parnes, Louis Sweedler, Hon. N. 

Davis, Henry Horowitz, Mrs. J. Perman, Chas. Triebitz, Herman 

Doner, Jacob Horowitz, Samuel Rachmil, Hyman Weinstein, A. A. 

Feinberg, Philip F. Jacobs, Joseph Riker, I. Jerome Weinstein, Mrs. A. A 

Feldt, Joseph Jaffe, Louis N. Rosen, Meyer A. Weinstock, Louis 

Fine, Charles Joseph, Arthur Rcsenson, I. L. Wender, M. D. 

Fine, Mrs. I. Kaminsky, David B. Rosenstein, David Wiener, Mrs. I. 

Fortunoff, J. A. Katz, Samuel Rutchik, M. M. Witty, Albert 

Ginsburg, Abraham Klein, Karl K. Rutstein, Jacob Witty, Mrs. A. 

Goell, Mark J. Zankel, Louis 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Samuel Rottenberg, Chairman David B. Kaminsky, Secretary 

Pincus Glickman Fred Kronish 

Abraham Ginsberg Mark J. Goell 
K. Karl Klein Morris Neinkin Charles Perman 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations are extended to the 
following : 

Mr. and Mrs. Max H. Levine of 
1025 St. Johns Place, upon the Bar 
Mitzvah of their son, Howard, on De- 
cember 26th. 

Hon. and Mrs. Irwin Steingut of 
706 Eastern Parkway, upon the en- 
gagement of their daughter, Jeanne 
Eleanor, to Mr. Arnold Gordon Weiss. 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Rothkopf of 
546 Crown Street, upon the engage- 
ment of their son, Herbert, to Miss 
Helen Streifer of Brooklyn. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Mickelbank up- 
on the marriage of their son, Bertram 
to Miss Dorothy Wolfson on Decem- 
ber 20th. 



Mr. and Mrs. Roy M. Leibler on 
the occasion of the Bar Mitzvah 
of their son, J. David, which will 
take place at the Center on Saturday, 
December 26th. 



SPEND YOUR VACATION 

at the 

LOUBER VILLA 

231 SUNSET AVENUE 
— Palm Beach, Fla. — 
Tel. 4419 Dietary Laws 



Ideal location — one block from 
beach — exclusive neighborhood 

— modern well furnished rooms 
with bath — Cuisine under per- 
sonal supervision of Mrs. Louber 

— Rates Reasonable. 

N. Y. Phone— BArclay 7-4925 
Summer Resort — New Windsor Hotel, 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 



MACCABEE CLUB 

The Maccabees are now well on the 
way to permanent organization. The 
boys realize that the only way that they 
can have a smoothly functioning club, 
is by coming to meetings regularly. 

A number of activities have been 
started to make the club more inter- 
esting. There is a special gym period 
for the club on the second and fourth 
Saturday night of every month. A 
regular club-meeting follows the gym 
period. In addition to the regular rou- 
tine of business matters, discussions 
at the club usually take a Jewish turn. 

Buddy Lowenfeld is president of 
the Maccabees and Robert Stark is 
the Secy.-Treas. Mr. E. Louis Nei- 
mand is the leader of the group. 



YOUNG FOLKS LEAGUE ELECTS 
OFFICERS 

At a recent meeting of the Young 
Folks League of the Center, the fol- 
lowing officers were elected : 

Milton Balsam, President; Miss 
Sylvia Boskowitfl, Vice-Presiden ;t 
Miss Rose Gross, Recording Secretary ; 
Miss Cecil Spatz, Corresponding Sec- 
retary. 



{Continued from Page 18) 
Rottenberg, Ignatz 

Married Oil Burners 

Res. 125 Eastern Pkwav. 

Bus. 1221 Flatbush Ave. 

Proposed by Joseph M. Schwartz 
Schiller, Murray 

Married Paints 

Res. 343 New York Ave. 

Bus. 3310 Fulton St. 

Proposed by Moses Litsky & Chas. 

Fine. 
Wagner, Jacob 

Married Liquor Dealer 

Res. 1366 Dean St. 

Bus. 425 Sutter Ave. 

Proposed by Henry Seinfel 
Weitzman, Dr. Charles 

Married Physician 

Res. 847 Eastern Pkway. 

Proposed by Morris Hammerman 
Wicksel, Ben]. H. 

Married Lawyer 

Res. 704 Montgomery St. 

Bus. 295 Madison Ave. 

Proposed by Hon. Emanuel Green- 
berg. 
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POSITIVE JUDAISM 

{Continued from page 7) 



is either indifferent or hostile to Ju- 
daism. But he resents deeply the un- 
fair treatment of the Jew. He is 
threatened himself and he is distressed 
by the problem of his existence as a 
Jew. He has not found any new phil- 
osophy to replace the lost religious out- 
look on life. He has produced -a large 
apologetic literature which is a perfect 
waste. The liberal Jew contributed 
much more to the Gentile culture than 
to the Jewish spiritual life. He sacri- 
ficed more for the welfare of the Gen- 
tile majority than to that of the Jew- 
ish people, who needs more his sus- 
tenance than any other people in the 
world. 

His untenable position has forced the 
liberal Jew to search for a solution of 
the problem of Jewish existence, 
but the chasm between him and the 
masses has not been filled. Nowhere is 
Disraeli's expression of "two nations" 
so true as in our Jewish life. Yet the 
brighter future of the Jewish commu- 
nal life is unthinkable without a union 
between the two fractions of our Jew- 
ry. This union must be attained. It is 
necessary to secularize the spiritual in 
Judaism and Judaize the liberal Jew- 
ish life. Lay thinking and religious in- 
difference are integral parts of modern 
life. The Jewish community must 
reckon with them and organize itself 
so as to allow the expression of all 
shades of Jewish thought. This can be 
brought about by positive Judaism. 

Positive Judaism is the conduct of 
life zvhich is in accordance with our 
Jewish ethical and spiritual traditions, 
and zvhich means the realization of the 
ideals of Judaism in practical life. 

Whoever bases this conduct on the 
Jewish religious belief may do so as 
a religious Jew ; whoever has no reli- 
gious belief may live in this manner as 
a Jew tout court. 

Our historical experience and our 
Hebrew ethics — both a result of our 
long historical life — must mold the life 
of the Jew and direct it towards the 
realization of our Hebraic idealism. A 
Jew will be Jewish only when Judaism 
and Jewish historical experience will 
direct his conduct in life. Only in this 
way can we find a meaning in our Jew- 
ish existence, a synthesis between our 
own spiritual conception of life and 
that of the ambient world. 

Positive Judaism finds its practical 
application within the Jewish commun- 
ity and the world at large. 



Participation in the Jewish commun- 
al life is part of the Jewish spiritual 
and ethical life. It is within the Jew- 
ish community that the Jew can expand 
his ideal being. A Jew will never be 
an ethical being if he does not realize 
his duty towards the Jewish people and 
does not contribute to the relief of their 
miseries and help them to a brighter 
future. There cannot be any positive 
Judaism without active participation in 
Jewish life. All talk about internation- 
alism and cosmopolitism is a cowardly 
shrinking from real duty. A hu- 
man being realizes his ideal through 
his immediate environment and reaches 
humanity through his community. 

Our attitude towards the world at 
large must be guided and inspired by 
our Jewish ethics as revealed in the 
eternal truths of the Bible and by our 
ethical teachers. It can be said that 
these ethics are common to all human- 
ity. This is true, but they are Jewish 
because they are a product of the his- 
torical experience of the Jewish peo- 
ple. They are part of a normal Jewish 
conscience and fundamental in a Jew- 
ish spiritual life. Our position in the 
world is such that if ethics are aban- 
doned our life becomes intolerable. We 
cannot defend our life by armies. But 
we can contribute to the higher ethics 
of humanity. Without the realization 
of r ur ethics in life Jewish creative 
life is impossible, Jewish happiness 
vanishes, the growth of the Jewish in- 
dividuality is vitiated and the Jewish 
personality is destroyed. Jewish life, 
segregated from the Jewish commun- 
ity, and without the Jewish ethics, 
loses its fullness and meaning. 

It is not the intention of the writer 
to outline here a system of Jewish 
ethics. But any unbiased observer may 
easily ascertain definite features of the 
normal Jewish life. They are inherent 
in the Jewish character. Here are some 
which cannot be eliminated without 
emptying the Jewish being, and by fos- 
tering them in practical life we carry 
out positive Judaism: 

We have a fine family spirit. Our 
devotion to family is profound and no 
.sacrifice is too great for the advance- 
ment of our children. The loyalty and 
the self-imposed duty towards parents, 
relatives and poor in our Jewish mass- 
es are remarkable. To help some dis- 
tant relative abroad, to soften his hard 
lot. to marry a poor girl, to help an or- 
phan is part of the everyday 's lite of 
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even the poorest Jew. 

In spite of the easy divorce allowed 
by the Jewish religion, divorce among 
the Jewish masses is rare and tradition- 
ally dishonorable, as rare and dishon- 
orable as is disloyalty between hus- 
band and wife in the traditional Jew- 
ish family. There is chastity in Jewish 
life. The idea of mistress is unknown 
in the normal Jewish environment, and 
almost unknown are venereal diseases 
in the orthodox Jewish families. 

Nothing is so repugnant to the Jew- 
ish being as cruelty. Capital punish- 
ment is not only against the practical 
Jewish ethics and morality, but also 
against Jewish nature. We hold in ab- 
horrence murder of a living being. It is 
formulated in the popular expression 
czar baal hachaim. Walter Rathenau 
featured this characteristic by stating 
that when a Jew says he enjoys hunting 
he tells a lie. There is not a Jew ex- 
ecutioner in the whole world. We 
know of no pogrom moiagerers in our 
midst. We have no lynchers. In many 
countries no Jew has been executed 
for murder for centuries. 

Sobriety is a natural trait of Jew- 
ish life. No one can see a drunken 
Jew lying on the sidewalk, no matter 
how destitute, how low his social po- 
sition may be. Eating for the sake of 
gluttony, travelling miles for a gas- 
tronomic pleasure, spending time on 
talks about meals, wines and liquors is 
something basically un-Jewish. 

There is a profound feeling of duty 
towards the fellow-man in the Jewish 
people. No Jew will be found living 
in the street like a stray dog. A Jew 
would never lose his dignity to such an 
extent, nor would the community al- 
low such a humiliation of a human be- 
ing. During the revolution in Russia 
the streets were filled with abandoned 
children. No Jewish children were 
among thm, despite thousands of mur- 
dered Jews, despite hundreds of de- 
stroyed Jewish communities and the 
appalling poverty of the Jewish masses. 
No Jew would deprive anybody of his 
living because of race or religion. 

The peacefulness of the Jewish char- 
acter is admirable. A London police- 
man, in order to reassure a woman in 
the East End of the city, told her that 
she was perfecly safe because there 
were only Jews in that street. We hate 
war and' are influences for peace a- 
mong nations. War-mongering is not 
a Jewish business. 

We respect only the spiritual power 
of man. We detest nothing more than 



brutal force. We have been much a- 
buscd by brutal force, but we hold it 
in contempt. The Teutonic statement 
of Otto Spengler that man is "ein 
prachti'olles Raubtier" sounds indecent 
to a Jewish mind. Wfe have no saints, 
calling saint only God, yet without 
making man saint we revere and al- 
most worship the czad\k, the righteous 
man. The greatest respect shown to a 
man by a traditional Jew is not by call- 
ing him "lord", but rav— teacher. We 
have no moralists who would promote 
idealism and at the same time be bru- 
tal haters and baiters of other peoples. 
Yet we suffered so much from deli- 
berate lies and slander. If a Jew is an 
idealist he is an idealist for all men. 
We have no dual ethics and no dual 
morality. 

To what extent is it possible to live 
positive Judaism? Politically, econo- 
nomically, civically we belong to the 
country of our citizenship. There can- 
not be anything specifically Jewish in 
these phases of life. Spiritually" how- 
ever we are free to live our life ac- 
cording to our Hebraic ideal. No civ- 
ilized state interferes with the spiritual 
life of its citizen. We can refrain from 
participating, no matter to what po- 
litical party we may belong, in such 
evils as war-mongering, Jingoism, Ne- 
gro-baiting, lynching, capital punish- 
ment, organizations of the K. K. K. 
type, even if they are not specifically 
anti-Semitic. We can on the contrary, 
support any measure for social better- 
ment, for social justice and mutual un- 
derstanding among peoples. 

Positive Judaism can be inculcated 
into the Jewish individual only if we 
improve our education. Orthodox Ju- 
daism has for centuries cared for the 
spiritual education of the Jewish people 
and did it well. We have no problem 
of religious schisms. A Jew does not 
change his religion through conviction. 
There are other reasons for his deser- 
tion of the Jewish faith. He is either 
religious or not, but he is not looking 
for other gods. Judaism must be a 
conduct of life, a source of inspiration 
for Jewish creativeness. It must be in- 
terwoven with a thorough knowledge 
of Jewish history. A Jew is not cul- 
tured if he does not know the Jewish 
history, and will never be creatively 
Jewish if he does not draw his wisdom 
"from our long historical experience. 
Our ethical ideals ma}- be understood 
only in the light of our history. 

In France religion is left to the pri- 
vate initiative of the individual, but 
ethics are taught in schools. Our edu- 



cation in positive Judaism must be car- 
ried out in the same way. The Jewish 
adult and child must be prepared to 
face the realities of Jewish life and 
have a Jewish spiritual foundation on 
which he can build his individuality. 
In applying the Hebraic principles to 
the conduct of his life, the individual 
Jew becomes a creative link in the past, 
present and future of his people. Pos- 
itive Judaism is the only means to ex- 
pand the Jewish creativeness and to 
escape the degrading, sterilizing ques- 
tion involved in the words: "why I am 
a Jew". It eliminates altogether the 
problem of being Jewish. 

CHANUKAH AT THE CENTER 

CHANUKAH at the Center Aca- 
demy is a happy time. Weeks be- 
fore the holiday, the children plan for 
it and are full of happy anticipation. 
Not only are they going to receive 
Chanukah gifts but the school affords 
them an opportunity to make gifts for 
their parents with their own hands. 
Occasionally, if time permits, a gift 
for brother and sister is also made. 

The holiday is ushered in with a 
festive assembly which opens with the 
lighting of the first candle and the 
singing of the blessings. This honor 
is usually delegated to a boy or girl 
in the highest grade. Dramatics, songs, 
and dances follow. 

This year, the Third Grade children 
gave an original Hebrew playlet "The 
Postman." Everything in the playlet 
was composed by the children: words, 
song, music and dance. 

The Second Grade did its bit by 
making up a tune for a Chanukah 
song. 

The Seventh and Eighth Grades 
created a Chassidic dance. In it the 
children showed their understanding 
of the deep religious feeling and the 
spiritual exaltation which was the es- 
sence of Chassidism. 

At the end of the assembly, each 
child received a gift from the Parents' 
Association. The gifts were mainly ar- 
ticles imported from Palestine. 

In keeping with holiday tradition, 
the children lit the Chanukah candles 
ever_y day. Since we were not in school 
in the evening, we lit them at the din- 
ner-table, thus adding festivity to the 
meal. The holiday was closed with a 
concert by the school children, and the 
happy memories of this Chanukah will 
be one more bond which we hope will 
tie our pupils to the lovely traditions 
of our people. 

— Irene Bush 
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A MESSAGE FROM LOUIS MARSHALL 

(Continued from Page 4) 



children as Jews, even if he does not 
possess a five cent piece. 

We must make a new appraisal of 
values. We must take stock and equip 
ourselves with new ideas — and after 
all they are old ideas. The moment 
anybody offers me new ideas and I in- 
vestigate them, I find that they are 
often the ideas of our ancestors of 
twenty centuries ago, or ideas formu- 
lated by our ancient sages in the Tal- 
mud, or even by those who dwelt in 
the much-decried Ghetto. We have 
grown accustomed to hearing this word 
uttered with a slur, forgetting that if 
there had been no Ghetto, there would 
be no living Judaism today. It is be- 
cause the Jews of the Middle Ages 
lived their own lives, even though they 
often were the lives of the martyred, 
that we have survived with the richest 
heritage that a people has ever possess- 
ed on earth. 

Now we are prosperous. There no 
longer exists a Ghetto, unless perhaps 
a gilded Ghetto, a new Ghetto without 
the spiritual values of the old Ghettoes 



that have passed away. What we ought 
to do is hold on to what we have made 
our contribution to civilization the fin- 
est that has been made by any people. 

Read the history of our country — 
the United States. What is the most 
potent influence? It is that of the Pur- 
itans. And what was their story, their 
message? It was the story of the Old 
Testament, the story of our Bible. 
Read the book written by the late Os- 
car S. Straus on the American Com- 
monwealth. He proved to a certainty 
that our entire system of government, 
most of our political ideals, hark back 
to ancient Judea and to the ancient Jew- 
ish law. Are we willing to forget what 
other people still remember ? Are we, 
the people of the Book, to be the only 
ones who do not read that Book, whose 
children are to know nothing of it, and 
are to sink into the darkness of ignor- 
ance, and are to be blind to the en- 
lightenment which we have brought to 
the world ? Whoever is versed in liter- 
ature knows that if you were to elimin- 
ate from the world's classics the refer- 



ences which they contain to Biblical 
characters, to Biblical teachings, to 
Biblical ethics, to Biblical poetry, there 
would remain a ruined torso. 

Are we ready to forget that great 
heritage? Are we prepared to let the 
children coming after us forget it? 
Will we suffer the children of the poor 
to forget it? If I thought that were 
the case, I would say harsher things 
about the Jews than the worst of "Re- 
shoim" ever applied to them. I do not, 
however, believe it. I cannot believe 
that the Jews of this country, of this 
imperial city, are prepared to coun- 
tenance such a reproach upon them- 
selves, upon the memory of their an- 
cestors, upon their parents who strug- 
gled and strove and labored that they 
might give their children a Jewish edu- 
cation. 

We shall not allow such a stain to 
be placed upon our names. On the 
contrary, I am convinced that as soon 
as we understand the problem, we shall 
do our utmost to make amends for any 
neglect of the past, and shall see to it 
that in this community every Jewish 
child shall have an opportunity to get 
some kind of a Jewish education. 
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